
I}IE

G O S P E L  M A G A Z I N E
.. covront yE, coMFoRT yE My pEopLF, sArm yout coD.,,"  ENDuvounING To xEEp mE uNITr oF TgE sprRrr rN m! BoND oF p!Acr. , ,

" ; t rsus 
cuntst,  TrE SAME yEsrERDAy, ND To.DAy, ND Fo! EvH., ,

No. 97o. I
New Series- t APRIL, I949. ( No. zrzo.

1 ola sciicr

@be tlsmtly portron:
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

" who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comrort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith *" orr.seiro...

comforted of God.',-2 ConrNrsreNs i. 4.

CHRIST: .A LIGHT AND SALVATION UNTO THE ENDS
OF THE EARTH

" For sct hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I haue set Thee to
be a Light of the Gentiles, that Thou shouldest be for salaation
unto the ends of [116 ssy|ft."-Acrs xii i . 47.

Peur, and Barnabas had started out on their first missionary journey.
They visited the island of Cyprus and had come to Antioch in
Pisidia. On the sabbath day they went into the synagogue in that
place, It was the Lord's custom to attend the synagogue on the
.abbath day, and both Paul and Barnabas did the same. What a
:'lessing it would be if our Christian synasogues were filled on every
..rbbath. Sad to say, they are now very largely empty. More than
.ixty years ago we were privileged to assist in ministering in a
(.hristian church on the sabbath day, at which about eight hundred
$ere present every sabbath morning and about twelve hundred
.r'ery sabbath evening. At that church all the prayers were said in
:ire natural voice and there was no surpliced choir, no anthems,
rnd no harvest decorations. The sermons were not cut down to
ien or fifteen minutes, but generally lasted half-an-hour in the
:rrcrning and forty minutes in the evening. At the evening service
rhe sreet was full before the doors opened at 6 o'clock for the
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people to enter. Those were days when attendances at'places -of
*orrnip were much larger than they are today. A great change for

the woise has taken place since those times. Terrible to realise, we

are getting more andmore a God-forgetting nation. Despite all the

*o.ilty ald .,nrc.iptural attractions now resorted to, places ol

worship are becoming more and more empty. We are afraid God

is judicially giving ,, o,r". to the consequences of rejecting His

Gospel, the denying of the truths of His Word, and to the

"rr.6rr.ug"-ent of saierdotalism, modernism and worldliness' God's

chosen jewish people are largely judicially blinded because of the

rejcction of His prophets, of His truth, and above all for crucifying

the Lord of glory. O that we who profess to be His people may

tremble more at His word, and humble ourselves under His mighty

hand. Sin abounds in our lancl, dear friends, and it is thought

l iqht ly  of  by the manY.

Well, when Paul and Barnabas entered the synagogue, they sat

down. The reading of the law and the prophets followed' There

does not seem to have been any elaborate singing to please the

flesh. Thc Word .of God was read. Then an opportunity was

given to Paul and Barnabas to address the congreeation' Paul

s-poke. and he concluded his sermon by saying, " Through this Man

(ihe crucified and risen Jesus) is preached unto you the forgiveness

of sins : ancl by Him all that believe are justified from all things,

from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses"' Many

of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas.

Evidenily they were imprcssed with the sermon' Hcnce they

followed Paul and Barnatas, " who, speaking to them' persuaded

them to continue in the SJrace of God." There was no after meeting

and no ,, dccision cards," but there was evidently somc blessing.

Many who were present besought that these words might be

spoken to them the next sabbath. on the next sabbath almost the

whole city came together to hear the Word of God' A great num-

ber of those who came were Gentiles. " But when the Jews saw the

multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those,litgt

which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming' Then

Paul and Bainabas waxed bold, :rnd said, It was nccessary that the

Word of God should first have been spoken unto you : but seeing

ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting

iU". to. we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded

us, saying, I have set Thee to be a Light of the Gentiles, that Thou

shouldesi be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. And when

the Gentiles heard this they were glad, and glorified the Word of

the Lord : and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed "

I
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(1o: xiii. 45-48). Thus,- notwithstanding the opposition, great
blessins followed the Gospel testimony of piur and barnabar. ini,
record of the visit of Paul and Barnabas to Antioch in pisidia is fuil
of instruction for us in these days.

1. Fir.st, it teaches us the character of the setrmons which paul,
God's seruant, preached.

The record of Paui's first sermon on this occasion shows it was
based upon and full of Scripture. He reminded his h;;;"; .f it.
divine power which d-elivered His chosen people out of Egypt, of
their forty years' wandering in the wildernerr, oi th" .o.rq.,"i'irih"
seven nations of canaan, and the division of the land by lot to the
twelve tribes of Israel. 

-He w_e.nt on to speak of Samuel the prophet,
and of the reign of Saul the king. Then he spoke of Durri.l's r"igrr,
and added. " Of this man's seed hath God, according to His promie,
raised unto Israel a sauiour, Je.sus" (v. 23). Then he spoke to his
hearers of the salvation- which Jesus procured. ,, To yori.,' h" ,uid," is the word of this salvation sent." Then he p.o."",r",r to speak
of christ's death' burial and resurrection, quoting tlie second and
sixteenth Psalms, and the 55th of Isaiah. 

'Th.,s, 
h"aving ."f".."J-to

the records of Exodus, and onwards to the books of Samuel. he
announced that God had raised up a Saviour Jesus, and ihat
through Him was preached unto his h"ur"., the foigiveness of sins,
and that by Christ all that believed were justifiecl i.om all things.

. 
H:1". is an example for all true preachers today. Their sermons

should be based on the inspired Word of God, and thc good tidings
of justification by faith only should be announcecr to alfthe h"arei,
of their message. We_need in thcse desencrate days to get back
to scripture in our teaching, and to make the Gospel of divi"ne grace
the tidings of pardon and salvation. through the brood of 

-the 
I-'imb

the sreat theme of our preaching. whcther we are pr"u.ni"f r..*
the Old Testament or the New, Christ and His salvation ihoula
be our regular theme. All Scripture is inspired, and it is all
profitable for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

-" 
woe is unto me if

I preach not the Gospel.', said paul (1 Cor. ix. 16). This alone is
our messase r " G9 ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature."

2.. Sccondly, zoa circ taught that Gospel sermons will haae
uarying efiects.

The old restament prophets were inspired men. yet there came
a time when the hearers of thcse prophets " mocked th" m"sr"ng"",
of God, and despised His words, and misused His prophets, ,ntil?e
wrath of the Lord arose against His peopl", iill'th"r" .,"u, ,o
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remedy " (2 Chron' xxxvi. 16)' Speaking of himself and Timothy'

the Apostie Paul said, " For we are unto God a sweet savour ot

Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish : to the one

we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour

of nf" unto life" (2 Cor. ii. 15, 16)' Evidently, then'-the true

pr"u.t "r, of the Gospel may have amonq their hearers those who

itr.""S}t grace believe and are saved, and, on the other hand' they

;;y fi;; hearers who believe not and are damned' (See Mark

""il fS, f O1. It is clear that much blessing attended the preaching

"f in" epoiles, but it is also clear that a great number rejected their

,n"rrug"r. Paul's general experience is summed up in the words'
" No*, behold, I- go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem' -not
f.".*i"g the things ihut ,hull befall me there : save that the Holy

Ghost ivitnesseth ln every city, iaying that bonds and affiictions

abide me. But none of tftes" things move me, neither count I my

life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy' and

ihe ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, lo testi-f 7 the

Gospel of th, grorc of 'God" (Acts xx' 2.2-24)' Persecution charac-

terised the exferience of the Apostles' though they. had much also

to cheer them. This fact needs to be kept in mind' Our Lord

iurgnt them that they would be hated and presecuted by the world'

urri Pu.,l wrote, " All that live godly in Christ Jesus shall .suffer

f".r"..rtlor, 
" (2 Tim. iii. 12). If wc experience no persecution at

ill, i, b""o*es doubtful that we are " Iiving in Christ J.":":'"

whatever a true minister of the Gospel. suffers from the world, he

should still go on " testifying to the Gospel of the grace of God"'

There is only one Gospel, and that Gospel we are not at any trme 1n

history to be asham"a "f. It alone is the power of God unto

salvation to every one that believeth' (See Rom' i' 16')

3. Third'ty, we gather that the one Gospel i 's intended lor Jews

and GnNrtr-ss.
on the second sabbath Paul and Barnabas had a much larger

congregation. Almost the whole city gathered " to hear the Word

o1 ioi." The Word of God was preached in the first sermon' and

it *r, "r,p".ted that it would again be preached' Can that be said

today in ar'ty degree ? Is the Word of God the basis of the sermons

p.""lft"a toduy?' If it is, then the Gospel is preached' Wh.en.P1ul

i."u"n.a the Word of God on the first sabbath' he preached.the

b"*pa; and when he and Barnabas preached the Word of God on

the second sabbath, they preached the Gospel' The Apostle Peter

,"Vr, ,; The Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the

W"ra Uy which the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Peter-i' 25)'

itri, Corp"t, which is r"vealed to us, not by scientists, but by the
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inspired writers of the Scriptures, is intended for Jews and also for
Gentiles. On the second sabbath, when the Jews saw the multitudes
present, Iargely consisting of Gentiles, " they were filled with envy
and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contra-
dicting and blaspheming." Paul and Barnabas waxed bold and
said, " It was necessary that the Word of God should first have
been spoken to you: but seeing you put it from you, and judge
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.
For so hath the Lord commanded. us, sayine, I have set Thee to be
a lieht of the Gentiles, that Thou shouldest be for salvation unto the
end of the earth " (Acts xiit. 45-47 ; Isaiah xlix. 6).

As far back as the time of Abraham. God's purpose that Gentiles,
as well as Jews, should experience the blessings of the Gospel was
revealed, and Paul says, " The Scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the heathen (Greek, nations) through faith, preached before
the Gospel unto Abraham, sayine, In thee shall all nations be
blessed " (Gal. i i i .  B).

Our Lord enjoined that the Gospel should be preached to every
creature. He said, " Repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.,," The uttermost part of the earth," as well as Jerusalem, all Judea,
and Samaria, were to hear the good tidines. (See Luke xxiv. 47 ;
-{cts i. 8.) The Church of God is failine in obedience to her divine
Lord, if she fails to make known the Gospel to the millions in
China. India, and Africa, and other nations sunk in idolatry. What
an infinite rhercy it is to us Gentiles in England, that we have heard
the joyful sound of the Gospel of divine grace, and that by divine
grace so many have been turned from darkness to lieht and from
the power of Satan unto God. Can we ever thank God enoush if
He has said to us, " I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy tians-
gressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins "? (Isaiah xliv.22).

We, too, in these days, need to say, " Lo, we turn to the Gentiles.
For so hath the Lord commanded us."

+. Fourthly, this great Gospel teaches us that Christ is set to be" a light of the Gentiles."
When the Ephesian saints were worshippers of the goddess Diana,

they were in spiritual darkness. But when " God, Who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved them,,' quickened
them, and saved them by His grace, they became light in the Lord.
The Apostle therefore said to thern, " Ye were sometimes darkness,
but now are ye light in the Lord " (Ephes. ii. 4, 5; v. 8). We are
all by nature sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death. but
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Christ came to give light to them that sit in darkness, and to guide

their feet into the way of peace. Has He given light to all who

read thcse lines? Many of the Thessalonian believers were in the

darkness of idolatry. but when the Gospel came to them in power

and in the Holy Ghost they became " the children of the light, and

the chilclren of the day." Hence the day of the Lord could not

overtake them as a thiei, for Gocl had not appointed them to wrath

but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ' (See 1 Thess' i'

5 ,  9 ,  10;  v .  4,  5-9. )- 
If we are ,, children of the light," let us not forget the exhortation,

" walk as childrcn of light," and " have no fellowship with the

unfruitful works of darkness" (Ephes. v. 8-11)' "Let us, who are

of the day, be sober, putting on thc breastplate of faith and love;

and for an helmet, the hope of salvation " (1 Thess' v' B)'

5. Lastly, notice that christ is set to be God.'s saluation unto the

ends of the earth.

Why did He coine? He" came into the tuorld to saue sinners'"

Do you own yourself to be a sinner? Then there is hope for you'

It was for such as you that He came. He came " to seek and to

save that which is lost." oh, the mercy of this great fact ! what

comfort does it bring to a rcally convicted sinner ! simeon, when

he took the infant Saviour in his arms, said, " Mine eyes have seen

Thy salvatiort . a light to lighten the-Gentiles and the glory of

Thy people Israel." He is God's salvation. and there is no other

Saviolr. We cannot save ourselves, but He is mighty to save'

what a mercy that He is intended to save sinners in the ends of

the earth. Ii is worth while for llis servants to go into the most

distant corners of the earth if they can be the means of leading

people in those parts into the enjoyment of His salvation'

Let us who can rejoice in His salvation, do all we can to be

instrumental in making known that Gospel which is " the power of

God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and

also to the Greek " (Romans i. 16).

" Salvation ! O the joYful sound !
'Tis pleasure to our ears !

A sovercign balm for everY wound, '

A cordial for our fears.

q' Salvation ! let the echo flY
The spacious earth aroundl

While all the armies of the skY
Conspire to raise the sound !
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'Salvation 

! O Thou bleeding Lamb,
To Thee the praise belongs;

Salvation shall inspire our hearts,
And dwell upon our tongues ! ', (Dr. Watts)

Tnn Eorron
Whitingto_n Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).

Stoke Ferry, King's L),nn, Norfolk.

Mtbiefrg snD JDoticeg sf 16oong.

AcconorNc ro tnp Boor. By-thc Rev. C. W. Hale Amos, D.D.Pp. 32. price ts. 1d. posi free (The Wickttr; i;;s;,1'e? r"f"i,Street, London, E.C.4i.
Trrrs booklet consists of'nine weeks' very brief daily mcditations onthe Gospel of Matthew.

" Do Evangelical churchmen hold and teach that the Bible is the,,nly rule of faith and practice? Do they mainta;" tn"t li-lriili":lone to make a man wise,rnto salvation,'u"a tnut """" in" C.;;;:re only to_be received and believ"a U".""r"ih"t;;ybe;r;;; b":'ost certain warrant of Holy Scripture? So iia ili"-RJf*;-;/,-Brsnop J. C. Rvr,r.

Arr, mankind are by nature in the same state of sin and misery. Butwe are told that at the great day there will b" ." ""rpJ.f.."#differencc in the circumsiances bciween 
-some 

and others. Manywill then stand trembling at His t"tt rr."a, L whom ,h" Iiil';;iisay, " Dep_art." But tho-se on the ,qnl ni"i *iff n"a, ifr*"-i"rfr,irvords, " Come, y-e blessed.of My,Fat["., i"rr".ii-;#"k;"r_#"i
fTrfi.1i.,',t^:l jl$? ,n" foundaiion of tlie^world.,, rf ;;J;;^k;
v i d e d : -; ; 1**, r."JJ'il:il",fi t 

Ti:il], ",il:lr i. j f . f, nT ;,' ;" rr; jOvm- blood; He redeemed thcm. out of "rre.y ,rutlorr, and oeoole.,tnd language; they camc_out of grcat t. iO"f"tio", u;; ;;.;,, i ' ; i ; i ;robes, and made them white in ihe blood o] tn. L;il; th;i;are. they-before the throne.', It was fo. th"i. *1"r, *fr"-rir""iibe hereafter found at the right hancl of c"J, tnrt " God sent forthHis Son, made of a *oman, made under the law, t" ;;;_ ;h;;rhat were under the law, that we might ,"."irr"' ,h" ;d.il;";;<rns."_JonN Nrwr:oN.


