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" who comforteth us in all our tribu-lation, that we may be abre to comfortthem which are in any troubre,-by ttr. "-"-ioJr"rr...*itrt-"," o,r.*iliJJil
comforted of God."_2 Conlrrrrexs i. 4.

THE SHEPHERD AND BISHOP OF OUR SOULS
" For ye u)ere as sheep going astray;. but are nout returned unto the

Shepherd and Bishop of your 56111s."-l prrBn ii. 25.

Trre people to whom these words were spoken are described in the
openinq words of this Epistle. Thcy were elected of the Father,
sanctificd by the spirit. sprinkled by the blood of Jesus christ. and
through tire abundant mercy of God. born again to a living hope.of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadJh not
away' This inheritance was reserved in heaven for them, and they
were kept by the power of.God through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last timc. The passage on which *" propor"
to write tells us that at one time they were as sheep going astran
but when the Apostle wrote to them they were a plopt" iuno nrj
returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of their soul.s.

This description of them is applicable to all the chosen, sanctified,
blood-washed and regenerated people of God to_day. and it is a
description upon which we do well to meditate if the words of the
Apostlc dcscribc our experience.

l. First, then consider what we utere in our former state.
The words of the Apostle are, " Ye were as sheep going astray.',

The words are evidently cited from the ntty-tn;.a .f,upt""'of
Isaiah and the sixth verse; where we read, ,,AIl we like sheep have
sone astray; we have turned every one to his own way.', This is
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the language of those who are convinced by the Holv Ghost that

thev have gone astray from God. and are walking in their own

*.i.. The"Apostle Paul has such persons in mind whcn he says'
" There is non" that understandeth. there is none that seeketh after

God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become

unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no' not one'

Dsstruction and misery are in their ways : artd the way of peace

Itat,e they not knownithere is no fear of God before their eyes "

(Romans'iii. 10-19). This description of all men, Jews and- Gentiles

is designed to stoP every mouth from defending himself, an{ t9

clemon-"strate that all the world is guilty before God. Hence no flesh

can justify himself in God's sight' " There is none righteous' no'

not Jne." Hence, i[ any are to be saved' they need " The righteous-

ness of God which is by faith in Jesus Christ unto all and upon all

them that believe." In other words. they need the righteousness

of Christ, His obedience unto death, to be imputed -unto them'"

(See Romans i i i .  24-26;v.  19:  I I  Cor"v '  21;  I  Cor '  i '  30) '

We. too. like those to whonr Peter wrote have gone astray'-. In

fact we were astray from Gocl when we were born and are obliged

to confess that we were " shapen in iniquity, and in sin did our

mother conceive us'"
Thus we have not the smallest ground for saying, " I am not

as other men arc." All alike have sinned. all alike are like sheep

who have gone astray, and turned everyone to his own way' We

u..' uff g,tiity of sin before God, and the wages of our sin is.death'

death temporal and death eternal' In other words' unless by the

srace and abundant mercy of God we are justified freely through
';n" 

."a"-ption that is in Christ Jesus, eternal punishment is our

portion. (See Matt. xxv. 46). 
\

2. Secondly, consider zahat we are now'
" Te *^ere as sheep going astray ; but are now returned unto the

Shepherd and Bishop of your souls'"

In the first place God's saved people are nou returned unto the

Shepherd of their souls-
Cirist Himself is the Shepherd of the sheep' He says " I am.the

gooJ .ft"pn".a." Ho* comles it that any o{ the sheep can say " we

fiurr" .to* returned unto the shepherd of our souls?" They return

irriurc of the diuine purpose. 
-speaking 

of His sheep, Christ says
;' My Futn"., Which gtt " th"- me, is greater than all'" (John x'

29j.' ih"" notice wliat He says of those whom the Father hath

given Him. He says " All that the Father hath given Me shall corne
-ro 

Mq and him that dometh to Me I will in no wise cast out'"

I
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Thus there is no uncertainty about Christ's sheep coming to Himl
He says " they shall come," and all that come He will in no wise
cast out. Here is an important and comforting truth. Christ's
sheep are scattered all over the world and in many cases they are
still away from Him, and gone astray. They may hear His Gospel
from the lips of faithful witnesses, and yet give no evidence that
they are irnpressed and influenced by the message. Faithful wit-
nesses may be saddened by the indifference to Gospel truth dis-
played by their hearers, but Christ says " All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise
cast out." Hence, sooner or later the hearts of faithful preachers
of the Gospel shall be cheered, for Christ " shall see of the travail of
His soul, and shall be satisfied " (Isaiah liii. l1). The Lord's
gracious purpose concerning them shall be accomplished.

In the second place the sheep shall come to Christ because they
are diuinely drazan. Christ says " No man come to Me, except the
Father which hath sent Me drau him " (John vi.37,44). All the
given ones shall come because the Father draws them. The sinners
who come to Christ, must therefore give the glory of their coming
to the drawing power of their Father.

" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room;' 

When others make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come ?

"'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly forced us in;

Else we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin'" 

(Dn. werrs).

In the third place, the sheep return to the Shepherd because He
brings them.

He says, " Other sheep I have which are not of this (Jewish) fold :
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my uoice; and there
shall be one fold (flock) and one Shepherd " (John x. 16).

Here is another precious truth. The sheep return to the Shepherd
because He brings them. He " goes after that which is lost until He
find it. And when He hath found it, He layeth it on His shoulders
rejoicing. And when He cometh home, He calleth together His
friends and His neishbours, saying unto them 'Rejoice with Me, for
I have found My sheep which was lost.' O think of the love in
the Shepherd's heart which leads Him to go after one of His lost
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sheep unti lHe find it '  and then says 
"Rejoicewith Me; for I have

found My sheep whichlu' lo't'" Thus' dear readers' 
" The Son of

man is come to "'k'^;;-;; sarte that which was lost'" And He

always effectively "t';;;;; His loving and gracious pu{Pose' (See

Luke xv. 4-6; xix' 10)''' d;" ;;" '"i"'t""a to the Shepherd 
'"..t 't::;

souls? How has it "o*" uUo"it To any goodness or merrt m you:

No indeed. Yo" have" '"t"t""a because of a di'aine purpose' a

diuine draw;ng po*"1] ;-';;;;;; br!1's1n.s' a diaine seeking and

sauing. It is all of ii"il"*gtu""' 
" Not of works' lest any man

should boast'"

Btrt the sheep return to the Bishop ol their souls' Christ is the

Shepherd of their *"i:: t;'l li'"-ti'"ii Bishop' As the shepherd

He went so far as t" l^;^;;;;"Hit y" for ihe sheep' He was

..-orrrded for ,rr.i, 
" 

t'l'"i*'1;.,1tt' He was bruised for their

ini,. .-ries: rhc chastise-"titf their peace was upon Him; and with

His stripes ,t tt' *"t" it"il' 
'fft" 

r-tta laid on Him their iniquity'

and He made His #i';;';;;i"g for their sin' He Who was

without sin Himself' ;t;;;;"a"itit1 transgressors' and treated

ac a sinner. bare the*sin ;;;;;; shed ̂ His 
bioqd in their stead'

; ;"; ;;t;,i^ -igh; ;":;";;{ i*.t::il:.:e.^"3 l:,'li'":l;1
*'""fa be redeemed from the course tney o

forset the Sn"pn"ta" io;"";;ith enables us to say " Who lovcd me

and gu,re Himself for me'" .  -.---^-- rda '

Think of Him as yourBishop' The word means Ouerseer' He rs

One Who i' tt*ty' ou*""ing yor'r' , 
His eve is ever upon you'

watching you' Th;"gh H" has sought and saved you' you are

always in danger t"d-ij; i'^iot'"""t"a1or vou' It concerns Him if

you are tempted b; ;;; ;;;ft' ;h" flesh and the devil' and He

watches o" or"rr"".'you to deliver you' It concerns Him if you

are passing throughH;tt";;liH" 
draws near to comfort

;;T,FJ"'r1ip; h"ffi :Tl?ll''i:,i:i::"%'t"J:1"T:
faint. It concerns

;;;'"J says " rtly dtt" is sufficient for thee''l

Thus you "ut 't tl'itn "ot'fid"nce' 
" The Lord is my Shepheid'

ancl overseet, r '#il"';t";;;; de' maketh me to lie down in

sreen pastures; He i"'a"ift *" f"'ia" the still waters' He restoreth

tv so,rl : H" l"adeti'*" i; ;il; pu,r,, or righteousness for His name's

,tL.. ' . . surelv JJ;; u''i'*"t"v. shitt follow me all the davs

of mv life: and r;ii"J;ii ittlt'"'no"te 
of the Lord for ever'"

(Psalm xxiii')' O, iftt mercy if we can sav' " We were as sheep

going astray' b"t.;;";;';;* returned ."'to th" Shepherd and

nitttoP of our souls'"

i
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" 
Jesus the Shepherd is,
'Twas fle that loved rnv soul.
'Twas He that washed me in'His blood,
'Twas He that made me whole.
'Twas Ffe that sought the lost,
That found the wandering sheep,
'Twas He that brought me to the fold,
'Tis He that still doth keep."

Trre Eorron
(Thomas Houghton).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

THE LORD'S SUPPER-NOT MASS !
Exrna,cts rRou CuuncH oF ENclaNo Anrlcr-es rN THE

AurnoRlsep PnayEn Boor.
XXVIII.-ON THE Lono's Suppr,R: Transubstantiation (or the

change_of the substance of B_fead and Water) in the Supper of the L"rJ,
cannot be proved by Holy 

'Writ, 
but is repugnant to the plain *ord, oi

Scripture. overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath siven
occasion to many superstitions.

The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in the Supper. onlv
after an heavenly and spiritual manner: and the mean wherebr itt"'g"Ji'
of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper is Faith.

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper *as not by Christ's Ordinance
reserved, carried about, Iifted up, or worshipped.

XXXI.-OF THE ONr OeLArroN oF CnnrsT FTNTsHED upoN
THE CRoss : The Offering of Christ once made is that perfect redemp-
tion, propitiation, and satisfaction, for all the sins of thl whole worli.
both original and actual; and there is none other satisfaction for sin. but
that alone. 

'Wherefore 
the sacrifices of Masses, in which it was .om-

monly said that the priest did olfer Christ for the quick and the dead. to
have. remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous iables, and dangerous
deceits.

Ruenrc ron CouuuNroN SERVrce.-It is hereby declared, That
lo adoration is intended, or ought to be done, either unto the Sacramental
Bread and Wine there b_odily received, or unto any corporal presence of
Christ's natural fesh arid blood. For the sacramental'Br"ui uod winit
remain still in their.very natural substances, and therefore may not be
adored (for that were Idolatry to beabhorred of all faithful Chiistians):
and the -natural Fody and Blood of our Saviour Christ are in h"uuen,
and not here; it being against the truth of Christ's natural body to be ai
one'time in more places than one.

-Published by the Sovereign Crace (Jnion.



38 The CosPel Magazine

&Iaynne flVotes

..A FALLING AWAY FIRST ' '

" Let no man deceiue you by any Tneans; for that day shall.not

come, etccept there comi a f ali ing iwoy firtt, and that man of sin be

reuealid, the son ol p'erd'ition'"-If Tnnssar-oNlaNs ii' 3'

THe Apostle Paul had in the previous chapter announced to the

Thessalonian saints that " The Lord Jesus 'shall be revealed from

h"u.r"., with His mighty angels. in flaming fire taking vengeance

on them that know not'God. and that obey not the Gospel of oyr

Lord Jesus Christ' At that time He will " come to be glorified in

His saints and to be admired in all them that believe in that day'"

in" fr",rio,rs Epistle had assured the saints that they would be

*".qli, up to meet the Lord in the air and would then " ever be

*i,fr ,n"'lord" (I Thess. iv' 17)' The-Lord's comin-g will thus

U" un "rr"rr, that will afiect those who obey not the Gospel 
,and

those to whom the Gospel has come with saving Power {l rness'

i. l,- Ol The second cirapter of the second Epistle -to 
the Thes-

salonians opens by saying, 
"We beseech you, b1"th:""'-l1-.11"

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,. and by .our 
gathertng togetner

.r"io fii*, that ye b" 
",,ot 

soon shaken in mind ' ' ' as that the day

of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by.any means;.for

itrut aty shall not come, except there cotle a.ltll':g-,:::' (:!:

and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdttton"' lnls

;;;t; show clearly that the coming oj the Lord will not take

pi""" ""tif certain other events shall take place'

A falling away must first take place and the man of sin must

be revealed. This man of sin (whoever he- is) will be.-on.the earth

rvhen the Lord comes, for we read that the Lord will " consume

iti." *irft the Spirit of His mouth' and desnoy him with the

;;A;";;t of His'coming 
". (II Thess', ii' 8)' We are aware that

mu-ny "*""llent people believe that the Lord may come at any

*"t*.tr, ""a that ttrere is no warrant for believing that any events

;;;;; il"".de His coming' Many.ye.ars ago-*\'e h-ea-$.of a clergy-

*rr *iro used often to lJk through the window of his house to see

;f ,ii";" were any indications in ihe tky of the Lord's coming on

iir^t f""i""lu. day. We would point out that in Matthew xxiv'

"*- iora tells Hii disciples of many things which rarould happen

U"io." His coming' He sayt to them' * Take heed that no man

il;;;";;jiand"then proceeds to tell of many things which would
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happen before His coming. There would be false christs, andwars. famines. pestilcnces. 
.carthquakes. persecutionr, b"truyulr. fuir"prophe."s. abounding iniquity or lawlcssncss. the love of _urry, *olr1awax cold, and the Gospel wo'ld be preached for a witnJr, .rrr,"all nations. and " then trre end shall come." Moreover. ttr"." *o.rtabe grcat tribulation. false christs ancl false prophets who wo,ldshow great sisns ancl wonders, ., insomuch that if it _"."-porrif.rt"

they shall deceive thc. ysly elect.,, Moreover. some would say ofChrist. " Bchold He is in the desert: beholcl He is in th" ,J.r".chambers'" such staternents- howcver. were not to be believed
by christ's disciples. -rhey 

were not to rrc belicvccl. because cr-r;r,,when He comes, will not come secretly. ..For as th" Iigh;;,;g
cometh out of the east, and shineth even rrnto thc west; so shallalso the.coming of the Son of man bc.', That is, H;, .."ri"g'*iff
be manifest as the lightning. Then the Lord'gocs ;; 

-;; 
;;;," Immed,iately at'ter the tributation of those da.1,s . . then shallap,pear the sign of the son of man in heaven : and then shall all thetribes of the earth mourn, and. they shall see the Son ,f ;r; ,;-^;;gin the_clouds ol heauen with pouq and great tlor.y. Ancl He shallsend His angels with u g."ui sound of i t.rritr"i, "".1 ;trey ;il;ilgather together His elect from the four winds, from one J"J-.r

heaven to the other', (Matt. xxiv. l_31).
Although, however. our Lord teaches us that many great andsolemn evcnts would 

1."."* His coming, and many iriiq'"ii*, ,"j
evils would abound before His comins. yet His cominq wil l certainlv
take place. Meanwhile all the ""ort, which He li;. ;;;;;;ito happen before His coming will cc,rtainly take place. Hence Hispeople are to " live soberly,.righteously and godly, Iooking fo. tnlt
blessed hope and the. gJoriotrs appcaring of the gr"ut 

'boa 
uniour S-aviour Jesus Christ, ' .1Titus i i.-tZ, ', j . No_. , i"-trur," p.f*"a

out that "a-falling 
ayay," an apostasy from the truth, wiil come

first. It will come before the Lord returns. This is *n.t *" ,"."i
to emphasise in these Way.sidc Notes. If scripturc t"och", it, *"ought to recognise it, and refrain from false expectations in ref-erence to the course of events.

l. First. let us notice that our Lord Himsetf teaches that a fallingauay from the truth will prec.ede His coming. He says,,,ar'ii *u-*in the days of Noah, ,o *hull it be also in ih. duy, .f ,fr" S", .iman'" The context shows that He refers to His' r".""J-"o*irr!,
for He says "Even thus sha'it be in the day zahen the son of minis. reu.ealed " (Luke xvii. 26, 30). The sixtli of Genesis ,f,o*, ,nuithe days of Noah were days ol abounding sin. .,God saw tnut tfr.wickedness of man was great in the "a.ti, and tnut ",r"ry ;;r*


