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beloved chairman (the Rev. W. D. Sykes), at the opening, a cheque for
£50. So truly we could say in the fulness of our hearts, What hath
God wrought!  After the singing of *‘ Jesus, Lover of my soul,” and the
reading of the Holy Scriptures by the Rev. W. D. Sykes and prayer by
Canon Alford, the Rev. W. Russell Davey, of Nailsea, gave us a full
Gospel address, emphasising the characteristics of the living family of
Zion being exclusive as of one family, one Father, one Saviour and one
Hope. He then led our thoughts to the visit of the Queen of Sheba to
King Solomon, of all that she saw and heard in the marvels of his
greatness and of how he represented a greater than Solomon. ~ All her
questions were answered. She heard his wisdom and his counsel. She
saw the attendance of his ministers (ambassadors), and yet realised the
half was not told her. And thus the children of God would go on in a
far higher and more blissful realisation and still find *“ Etemnity too short
to utter half His praise.”” The gifts of that sacredly happy day have
now reached, at the date of this writing, £140, and to our God, all His
children who so generously contributed will say, *“ To Him the Giver of

all be all the glory.” “R.”

THE FAITHFUL PROMISER
*“ He is all He has promised to be.”

As I travel life’s path, meeting trial and care,
The next step oft failing to see:

There is ONE, the Lord Jesus, so precious and rare,
He is all He has promised to be.

As a Saviour from sin, full provision He made,
As a Sin-bearer, nailed to the Tree:

As a Friend, true and constant, He comes to my aid,
He is all He has promised to be.

Intercession He makes at the Father’s right hand,
Ever living, He pleads there for me:

Then my prayer, oft so feeble, He does understand
He is all He has promised to be.

As a Guide for the journey, the Comforter came
To direct every step now for me:
- He makes ample provision—Oh! bless His dear Name,
He is all He has promised to be.

At the end of the journey, the day now far spent,
He is all He has promlsed to be.
I shall meet Him at last, in His presence content,
Then fulfilled all His promise to me.
N. L. GOODEN
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“WHAT SHALL WE EAT??”
“HEe commanded that something should be given her to eat.” There
1s no need to say who ““ He ”” was and is. There is but one * He.” A
very sweet hymn, written by one B. R. Hanby, asks in each of its ten
verses * Who is He? ” and the answer is ** *Tis the Lord, O wondrous
story, ‘tis the Lord. the King of glory: at His feet we humbly fall,
crown Him, crown Him Lord of all.” )

“ He commanded that something should be given her to eat.” Just
* something.””  He left to the little dear’s mother what to give her. [
wonder if the mother would hesitate—would suppose that after so serious
an illness and unsual recovery, she had better begin with an invalid dish.
But the Lord made no restriction whatever. Something meant anything.
The little girl was perfectly well, and the Lord left the matter in the
hands whose it rightly was. Whatever it was, it would be something that
He Himself had created : the earth affords nothing besides. His was the
bread and wine that Melchizedeck brought forth: His the vast daily
provision of Solomon’s court : His the last, and again the last handful of
meal and sufficiency of oil, and His all the components of the supper
which Martha served to the Maker of all things. *“Oh, give thanks
unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endureth for ever.”

But the Lord was hungry and thirsty, and thus sat down on Jacob’s
well while the disciples went to buy food. They were surprised, when
they came back, to find him speaking with the woman, and more surprised
when He said that He had meat to eat which they knew not of. Who,
they wondered, had brought it to Him? But He explained that it was
His meat to do the will of the Father. All day long he was sustained
by the knowledge that the Father had sent Him, and that it was the will
of the Father that He wrought out. From this He never swerved, even
for an involuntary moment: He delighted in it. Could the disciples
think that they knew such a life? That they were sustained without
cessation with an undimmed consciousness of the Father’s will, and a
perfect submission and obedience to it? No, they could not claim such
a staff of life. But the Lord told them that the Father Himself had
provided for them bread from heaven—true bread of eternal life. He
was their life. * As the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the
Father, so he that eateth Me even he shall live by Me.” ** He that
cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall never
thirst.”” Paul was one who did this. He said, ** The life which I now
live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me and gave
himself for me.”” He lived on Christ, his Saviour, Redeemer, Counsel-
lor, Friend, Aim and Object, Lord. For the more part he lacked the
bread that perishes with the taking, although occasionally he was com-
forted with a pleasurable sufficiency, but there was never a shortage in
the Lord. Paul had it'in remembrance that Christ died for him, and
he fed on Him in his heart, ** by faith with thanksgiving >’ : he had it in
remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for him, he drank and was
thankful. FoLLOoWER-ON.
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Protestant Weacon.

THREE EViLS IN PUBLIC WORSHIP
(By the late Bishop ]. C. Ryle in ** Knots Untied,” pp. 352-354).

(a) LET us beware, for one thing, of any worship in which a dis- "
proportionate honour is given to any one ordinance of Christ, to the
neglect of another. There are Churches at this moment, in which
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, like Aaron’s rod, swallow up everything
else in religion. Nothing beside receives much attention. The honour
done to the font, and the Lord’s table meet you at every turn. All else,
in comparison, is jostled out of its place, over-shadowed, dwarfed, and
driven into a corner. Worship of this sort, I hesitate not to say, is
useless to man’s soul. Once alter the proportions of a doctor’s prescrip-
tion, and you may turn his medicine into a poison. Once bury the whole
of Christianity under Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and the real idea
of Christian worship is completely destroyed.

(b) Let us beware, for another thing, of any worship in which an
excessive quantity of decoration and omament is used. There are many
Churches at this moment, in which Divine service is carried on with
such an amount of gaudy dressing, candle-lighting, and theatrical cere-
monial, that it defeats the very purpose of worship. Simplicity should be
the grand characteristic of New Testament worship. Ornament at any
time should be employed with a very sparing hand. Neither i the
Gospels nor in the Epistles shall we find the slightest warrant for a
gorgeous and decorated ceremonial, or for any symbols except water,
bread, and wine. Above all, the inherent wickedness of human nature is
such that our minds are only too ready to turn away from spiritual things
to visible things. Whether men like it or not, what the heart of man
needs teaching is the uselessness of outward ornaments without mward
grace. N

(c) Let us beware, above all things, of any worship in which ministers
wear the dress, or act in the manner, of sacrificing priests. There are
hundreds of English Churches at this moment in which the Lord’s
Supper is administered as a sacrifice and not a sacrament, and the clergy
are practically acting as mediators between God and man. The real
presence of our Lord’s body and blood under the form of bread and wine
is openly taught. The Lord’s table is called an altar. The consecrated
elements are treated with an idolatrous reverence, as if God Himself was
in them, under the form of bread and wine. The habit of private con-
fession to clergymen is encouraged and urged on the people. I find it
impossible to believe that such worship as this can be anything but
offensive to God. He is a jealous God, and will not give His honour te
another. The sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross once
offered, can in no sense or way ever be repeated. His mediatorial and
priestly office He has never deputed to any man, or any order of men.’
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There is not a word in the Acts or Epistles to show that the Apostles
ever pretended to be sacrificing priests, or to make any oblation in the
Lord’s Supper, or to hear private confessions, and confer judicial absolu-
tions. Surely that simple fact ought to make men think. Let us beware
of Sacrlﬁ(:lahsm, the Mass, and the Confessional!

A THOMAS BRADBURY LETTER

THE late Rev. Thomas Bradbury was for many years the Pastor of
Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London. A Gospel Magazine reader in
New Hampshire, U.S:A., says of Mr. Bradbury, *“ He was greatly
beloved. by our congregations in these parts.””  Just now, in November,
1948, the same reader has sent us a letter written 56 years ago, to a
relative of hers, by Mr. Bradbury. She suggests that it should be
printed in the Gospel Magazine, and that many readers of the Magazine -
would enjoy its contents both in the United States as well as in England.
Accordingly, this letter is subjoined, Evidently he occasionally visited
Anmerica for a preaching tour.

12, De Crespigny Terrace,
- Denmark Hill, S.E.,
London, England.

Feb. 25th, '92.
My dear Friend and Sister in the faith and fear of God'’s elect,

May the blessings of the everlasting covenant, and the good will of
Him that dwelt in the bush, be yours at all times in expérimental
possession by the indwelling and anointing of the ever blessed Spirit.

Your kind letter came just at the right time, and did me all sorts of
good. You speak of your deadness and mability. If I were to write to
you all I know of mine I am afraid you would have nothing further to
do with me, knowing, as you do, that ** Evil communications corrupt
good manners.” ~ Well, thank God, we have something better to talk
and write about than self, with its evils, corruptions, and abominations.
Yet, it is our mercy to know our helplessness to be such as to force us
into the experimental knowledge of the Master’s words—** without Me
ye can do nothing.”” As sure as that is true in me so is this=——"* I can do
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”” He Who discovereth
to us our weakness will not have us without the discovery of our great
strength in our Head—our glorious spiritual and divine Samson. Also,
the good Spirit having blessed us with the knowledge of our interest in
the all things of our Father’s providing, of the all things that He will
have us do, and that He will do by us, will not leave us destitute of His
wisdom and power to will and to do, because He both wills and does
In us accordlng to His good pleasure.

The times for the experience of His royal favours, the Father reserves
in His Own power; and only by the hand of Christ can we enjoy them.
He performs all things for us. He works all our works in us. When
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He suspends His gracious operations—not His love, life, concer or care

. =—which He has a sovereign right to do—we know something of helpless-
ness and mability. There is a Collect in the Episcopal Prayer Book that
I-like. Look at it:—

*“ Almighty God, Who seest that we have no power of ourselves to
help ourselves; keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in
our souls: that we may be defended from all adversities which may
happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and
hurt the soul; through Jesus Chnist our Lord. Amen.”

I pray to be kept in that Spirit continually. You are right in saying
that ** nothing but love, mercy and goodwill is in’ Christ Jesus our Lord
for miserable sinners such as I am.” I am one with you there. It
made me sing,

** Love which made Him hence arise
Far above the starry skies :
There with tender, loving care,
All His people’s griefs to share.”

Your walking in darkness is no bad sign. There is no spiritual
darkness experienced by proud professors, rehglous worldlings, and
flourishing hypocrites. These can always say, *“ We see, therefore
their sin remaineth ” (John ix. 41). But the living children of the
living Father know full well that spiritual darkness and light come and
go at their Father’s command Look at a Scripture or two—

“ He knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with
Him > (Dan. . 22).

“* The darkness and the light are both alike to Thee ” (Psalm 139,

12)
* He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light
the shadow of death” (Job xiu. 22).

* Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of
His servant, that walketh in darkness and hath no light? _ Let him trust
n the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.” -

“ At evening time it shall be light ” (Zech. xiv. 7).
See also Psalm xxii. 4; Isaiah Ix., 19, 20. \
- D.V. sall from leerpool for New York on July ZOth
God bless you indeed.
. Yours faithfully,

THoMAS BRADBURY-

LET him whose conversion was sudden, reflect and think of the ways
that God has led him, and remember all the gracious providences,
deliverances, and influences, direct and indirect, of which he was the
subject; and he will acknowledge that, though his turning to God was
sudden, God’s tummg to him was not sudden, but prepared of old, even
from everlasting. *‘ Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love :
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”—Dr. 4. Saphir.

/
3
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GO FORWARD

THE children of Israel had started on their journey to the land of
promise. In a marvellous way they had been saved from death in all
their houses. When their God saw the blood of the passover lamb -
sprinkled on their door-posts the Lord passed over them. They were
redeemed from death through the blood of the lamb. Unexpectedly,
however, a new and great danger confronted them. Pharaoh and his
mighty host were pursuing them. The sea was in front of them. Escape
seemed impossible, They were sore afraid. Their unbelieving hearts
murmured. Moses, however, said, *“ Fear ye not, stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord, which He will show you today : for the Egyptians
whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more for ever.
The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” Then
came the divine command, ‘* Speak unto the children of Israel, that they
go forward.” That is suitable now to the Lord’s people, as they continue
their pilgrimage journey to the heavenly land of promise. :

We, too, have just had a series of marvellous deliverances, but through
much tribulation must we enter the heavenly kingdom. The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we are glad. Let us heartily thank
Him for His benefits. The devil, however, who at one time held us in
his grasp, is still alive. He still *“ walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour.” v

We are still in danger of being friends of that world which lieth in the
wicked one; and the flesh, our corrupt nature, is still there, and it is
always lusting against the Spirit. With the Apostle we are obliged to
say, ** I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing.”
“ So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the
flesh the law of sin.”  The conflict with our spiritual enemies will still
go on in the new year, as in the years that are past. But the divine
command says to us, ** Go forward.”

Go forward fearlessly. There are dangers behind thee and dangers
in front of thee. Yet go forward without fear. Your God is not dead.
From everlasting to everlasting He is God. He says to His people,
Fear thou not; for I am with thee : be not dismayed; for I am thy God:
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness.”

Go forward expectantly. Thy God hath done great things for thee
in the past. He is a God Who says to thee, *‘ I will never leave thee nor -
forsake thee.”” *‘ Stand still (then) and see the salvation of the Lord,
which He will show you today.” In all the past days of your life He
has displayed His saving power on your behalf. His salvation will again
be nigh unto you. It will be put forth every time it is needed in all
future days. Behold and see the fresh exhibitions. of His saving power
which He will put forth on your behalf. Still expect great things from
the God of your salvation. With David say, *“ My soul, wait thou
still upon God; for my expectation is from Him.” Go forward in faith.
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"Rest upon His promises.. What a promxse was that whlch Moses,
. mspired by God, was able to give to Israel. * The Egyptians whom ye

have seen today, ye shall see them again no more for ever.” The Lord

“was not going to leave them now that new dangers confronted them. Seo
far from that, Moses said, ** The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall
hold your peace. " How He would deliver them they did not know, but
very soon ** By faith they passed through the Red- Sea as by dry land:

which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.” * There remained
not so much as one of them.” * They sank as lead in the mighty
waters.”

Go forward, then, as Christ’s redeemed people. Remember you are
bought with the price of His precious blood. You are His by purchase.
You are to live all through the year, not unto yourself, but unto Him
Whe died for you and rose again.

Go forward as His regenerated people. Old things have passed
away. You are new creatures. Put on then practically the new man
and by grace live the new life. :

Go forward as His sanctified people. You have been separated from
the world. Beware of the love and friendship of the world. Beware
of all forms of worldliness, worldly worship, worldly company and
worldly pleasures. Go forward, in separaton from Romish and
modernistic error. Go forward steadfast in the faith, and abounding in

the work of the Lord.

VALUING THE WORD OF GOD

LLEARN to set a high value upon the Word of God. All that is necessary
to make you wise unto salvation is there, and there only. In this precious
Book you may find a direction for every doubt, a solution of every
difficulty, a promise suited to every circumstance you can be in. There
you may be informed of your disease by sin, and the remedy provided by
grace. You may be instructed to know yourselves, to know God and
Jesus Christ, in the knowledge of Whom standeth ‘eternal life. The
wonders of redeeming love, the glories of the Redeemer’s person, the
happiness of the Redeemer’s people, the power of faith, and the beauty
of holiness are here represented to the life. . . . But this true wisdom can
be found nowhere else.. . . Rejoice therefore that such a treasure is
put into your hand : but rejoice with trembling. Remember this is not
all you want; unless God likewise gives you a heart to use it right, your
privilege will only aggravate your guilt and misery. ~

THE relation between the Creator and His creatures, puts them under a
necessity of obeying His law and will, or else of suffering whatever He
shall threaten upon their disobedience.—Rev. W. Romaine.
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GLORY IN THEIR SHAME
VISCOUNT SAMUEL, who is a Jew, and a distinguished philosopher and

politician, had some serious things to say recently regarding the attitude, -

in some spheres, to the grosser sins of murder and adultery. Last
September, he addressed the Royal Institute of Philosophy, at Brighton,
and told the members: * In fiction, the theatre, and the cinema, crime
was entertainment, murder a parlour game, and adultery taken as a
matter of course.” Viscount Samuel is anything but a rash and hasty
man in his public utterances, and the above are his considered and calm
observations. What poisonous and polluted sources of carnal pleasure,
fiction, the theatre and the cinema are! To these the large majority of
the people, young and old, turn for satisfaction and entertamment in these

times. [Ewery sin has its root in the heart of man already; and what men -

need is the Gospel of Christ in power, to overthrow and subdue the reign
of evil in the heart, to the end. that there may be a hving soberly,
righteously and godly in this present world. But Satan’s weapons, - to
entangle this generation in open and heinous s, are such as appeal to
and incite the evil hearts of men, through the eye and the ear; and the
results are to be seen in the criminal courts and divorce courts. And thus
morality is at a low ebb in our midst, as in Jeremiah's day. No wonder
that we look for peace and prosperity in vain, in these serious times.
— Free Presbyterian Magazine.

A DRUNKARD CONVERTED

RECENTLY we had a letter from a Gospel Magazine reader telling us
of a drunkard being converted. This man was the worse for drink and
he heard singing outside a mission hall, and he opened the door to see
what was ‘going on. It was a Sunday evening. The preacher was a

lay reader. During his sermon he said solemnly that those who do net.

believe in Jesus Christ will be damned. These words were so brought
home to the drunkard’s heart that he could not forget them, and they
issued in his conversion. Our Lord said. ** Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptised
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned ™ (Mark xvi.
15, 16). No preacher can impart faith to a sinner, but God in His
sovereignty can use a few words spoken by a preacher to bring about
mighty results. Not only should preachers announce that * he that
believeth and is baptised shall be saved,” but also * he that believeth not
shall be damned.” There is such a thing as *‘ the wrath fo come.”

EDITORIAL
Receivep by the Editor, with many thanks: Mr. J. Grant: ‘Mr. Sargent;
\Mr. E. Barnes;: Mr. W. J. Poots; Mr. J. Philips; Miss H. Hewat; Mr. L
Miller; Mr. N. V. Anstee; Mrs. E. L. Hollis: Rev. H. W. Funnell; Bishop F.
Houghton: Miss J. Alexander; Mr. B. W, Duffield; Miss R. Cowell; Mrs.
R. Morgan; Mr. F. Naylor; Mr. N. L. Gooden; Mr. W. H. Small; Mr. E. M.
Pert; Dr. L. M. Houghton; Mr. E. J. Pounds. o
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EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

From Great Missenden: “1 was much encouraged by reading this month’s
“article on ‘ The Lord’s presence with Joseph.’ ”

From Chard, Somerset: “ 1 feel I would like to thank you for articles in.
the September and October issues. Isaiah xli. 10, has been a help to me
many times.” o

Inverness: A regular reader writes to say how much she values the
Gospel Magazine. ) o

County Down: “ I do find real spiritual help and uplift in the reading of
the Gospel Magazine. 1 am delighted to receive it so punctually each
month.” :

Edinburgh: “1 would just like to send this little note to you, to tell you
how much 1 appreciate and enjoy the Gospel Magazine. 1 rejoice when .
I see the postman handing it me.” i

From 8t. Neots: *“The Gospel Magazine has arrived regularly each
month, and I have enjoyed its pages, noticing last month the sermon ° The
-Lord’s Lilies,” by the late Rev. F. Hoare.”

GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND

The Trustees of *“ The Gospel Magazine " gratefully acknowledge the receipt
of the following donations to the Fund: Miss E. Towers 13/-: W.J.P. ;
Miss H. Hewat 10/-; Mr. F. Woodward 13/-; Mrs. G. Hoadley 13/-;: Mr. B.
Joynes 5/-; Mrs. E. A. Laughton 6/-; Mr. J. Shiles £l 3s, 0d.; Miss A. C.
Alexander 13/-: Mrs. L. Buckland 3/ ; Miss M. A. Wood 3/-; Miss H. M.
Beresford 3/-; Miss K. E. Croft 3/-; Mr. O. W. Pearce 10/-; Mr. J. T. Shaw
13/-; Mrs. J. Barrett 3/-: H.J.K. 13/-; Mr. H. Painter 6/-: Mr. H. O. Pert 4/-; .
Mr. B. W. Duffield £4 9s. 3d.; A widow's thankoffering £2: In memory of two
dear brothers 10/-; Mrs. M. R. Caton 3/-: Mrs. A. Durrant 3/-; Mrs. M. M.
Fletcher £3: Mr. S. B. Green 6/-; Mr. L. G. Mills £1 1s. 0d.: Mr. W. H. Small
10/-; Mr. E. J. Pounds £1; Mr. E. M. Pert £1: Miss A. Knott 3/-; Miss I. L.
Secrett 3/-: Miss Shiles 5/-: Mr. P. W. Shepherd 8/-; Mrs. S. Smith 3/-:
Miss E. A. Astbury 3/-: Miss E. M. Ewart 9/-: Mr. J. Flavell 6/-; Mrs. M.
Kelk £1 6s. 04.; Miss M. E. Nuttall 13/-; Mrs. E. Whitfield 16/-; Miss C.
Downard 3/-: Mr. A. W. Uff 3/-+ Miss M. .J. MacLean 3/-; Miss R. Burser 3/-;
l\giss M, E. Chard 3/-; Mr. E. Slater 6/-; Mrs. G. M. Bray 3/-: Mr. H. Gates
5/-; Mrs, E. Huzzey 3/-. .

POOR CHRISTIANS’ HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of specia)
gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others
who have not previously helped us, for a special] effort on behalf of our poor
friends, who owing to the dreadful War are placed in a much more trying
position than usual. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so
much appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the
necessary means to cheer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the
faithfulness of their Covenant God.—The COMMITTEE, Hon. Sec., A. C.
LEWIN, The Manse, High Street, Evington, Leicester.

BENJ'AMIN WILLS NEWTON. Remarks on a Book entitled, “ Natural Law

in the Spiritual World ” by Henry Drummond, F.G.S. Price 1s. 9d.
Remarks on a Tract entitled “ Justification in a Risem Christ.” Second
Edition. Price 3d. Remarks on the Revised English Version of the Greek
New Testament. Price 5s. Dr. S. P. Tregelles, LL.D., Dr. C. Y, Biss, Mr.
David Baron, and others kept in stock. Free Lending Library of the same.
—Mrs. S. R. Cottey, * Downside,”” Offington Lane, Worthing.

GOSPEL MAGAZINE

SUBSCRIBERS ARE REMINDED THAT THE
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS OF 7/-
FOR 1949 ARE NOW DUE

69, FLEET STREET, E.CA4.






