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However, the vast majority forgot or ignored these promises of God, choosing
instead the false and fashionable religions of their own time. But there was always
a faithful remnant looking for Him in faith and hope and love.

Then “when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son”
(Galatians 4:4). The angels sang, the star shone, the shepherds worshipped, the
wise men brought their gifts, the remnant rejoiced, and Herod murdered the
children. It is always so, and is still today. “He came unto his own, and his own
received him not” (John 1:11).

How few in our own land today have any thought of God, of Christ, of sin and
judgment to come. “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God” (John 1:12). So the Gospel has come to you and to me
in all its wonderful power and blessing. How thankful we should be for so
glorious a gift as we have in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We do not know what the coming year will hold for us personally, nor yet for
our nation and the world. But the stars of promise still shine! The Lord Jesus
Christ is coming again! “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. . . . I go to prepare a place for you. . .. I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:1-3).
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven . . . and the dead in Christ shall
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you
these things in the churches. . . . He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:16, 20). Christ
is coming! Christ is coming! Christ is coming!

Because we know He will keep His promise, and in spite of all we see and
hear around us of sin and evil, because Christ is coming, 1 wish you a happy and
blessed New Year.

“Christ is coming! let creation .
From her groans and travail cease, "
Let the glorious proclamation
Hope restore, and faith increase.
Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Come, Thou blessed Prince of peace.

With that blessed hope before us,-

Let no harp remain unstrung, :

Let the mighty advent chorus 4

Onward roll on ev’ry tongue,

Christ is coming! Christ is coming!

Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come.” -
J. R. MacDuff
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The Personality of the Holy Spirit
J. C. RYLE

“If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they

have no cloke for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father also.

If I had not done among them the works which none other man did,
they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated
both me and my Father.
But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their
law, They hated me without a cause.
But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,
he shall testify of me: And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have
been with me from the beginning” (John 15:22-27).

IN THESE VERSES our Lord Jesus Christ handles three subjects of great
importance. They are difficult subjects, no doubt, subjects on which we may
easily fall into error. But the words before us throw much light upon them.

We should observe, for one thing, how our Lord speaks of the misuse of
religious privileges. It intensifies man’s guilt, and will increase his condemnation.
He tells His disciples that if He had not “spoken” and “done” among the Jews
things which none ever spoke or did before, “they had not had sin”. By this, we
must remember, He means, “they had not been so sinful and guilty as they are
now”. But now they were utterly without excuse. They had seen Christ’s works,
and heard Christ’s teaching, and yet remained unbelieving. What more could be
done for them? Nothing — absolutely nothing! They wilfully sinned against the
clearest possible light, and were of all men most guilty.

Let us settle it down as a first principle in our religion, that religious privileges
are in a certain sense very dangerous things. If they do not help us toward heaven,
they will only sink us deeper into hell. They add to our responsibility. “To
whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required” (Luke 12:48). He that
dwells in a land of open Bibles, and constantly hears the Gospel preached, and yet
dreams that he will stand in the judgment day on the same level with an untaught
Chinese, is fearfully deceived. He will find to his own cost, except he repents, that
his judgment will be according to his light. The mere fact that he had knowledge
and did not improve it, will of itself prove one of his greatest sins. “He that knew
his Master’s will and did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes” (Luke 12:47).

Well would it be for all professing Christians in Britain if this point was more
thoroughly considered! Nothing is more common than to hear men taking comfort
in the thought that they “know” what is right, while at the same time they are
evidently unconverted, and unfit to die. They rest in that unhappy phrase, “We
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know it, we know it”, as if knowledge could wash away all their sins — forgetting
that the devil has more knowledge than any of us, and yet is no better for it! Let
the burning words of our Lord, in the passage now before us, sink down into our
hearts, and never be forgotten: “If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had
- not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin.” To see light and not use it,
to possess knowledge and yet not turn it to account, to be able to say “I know”,
and yet not to say “I believe”, will place us at the lowest place on Christ’s left
hand in the great day of judgment.

We should observe, for another thing, in these verses, how our Lord speaks of
the Holy Ghost.

He speaks of Him as a Person. He is “the Comforter” who is to come; He is
One “sent” and “proceeding”; He is One whose office it is to “testify”. These are
not words that can be used of a mere influence or inward feeling. So to interpret
them is to contradict common sense, and to strain the meaning of plain language.
Reason and fairness require us to understand that it is a personal Being who is
here mentioned, even He whom we are justly taught to adore as the third Person
in the blessed Trinity.

Again, our Lord speaks of the Holy Ghost as One whom He “will send from
the Father”, and One “who proceedeth from the Father”. These are deep sayings,
no doubt, so deep that we have no line to fathom them. The mere fact that for
centuries the Eastern and Western Churches of Christendom have been divided
about their meaning should teach us to handle them with modesty and reverence.
One thing, at all events, is very clear and plain. There is a close and intimate
connection between the Spirit, the Father, and the Son. Why the Holy Ghost
should be said to be sent by the Son, and to proceed from the Father, in this verse,
we cannot tell. But we may quietly repose our minds in the thought expressed in
an ancient creed, that “In this Trinity none is afore or after other: none is greater
or less than another”. “Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy
Ghost.” Above all, we may rest in the comfortable truth that in the salvation of
our souls all three Persons in the Trinity equally co-operate. It was God in Trinity
who said, “Let us create”, and it is God in Trinity who says, “Let us save”.

For ever let us take heed to our doctrine about the Holy Spirit. Let us make sure
that we hold sound and scriptural views of His nature, His Person, and His
operations. A religion which entirely leaves Him out, and gives Him no place, is
far from uncommon. Let us beware that such a religion is not ours. “Where is the
Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ?” should be the first testing question about our
Christianity. “Where is the Holy Ghost?” should be the second question. Let us
take good heed that the work of the Spirit is not so buried under extravagant views
of the Church, the ministry, and the sacraments, that the real Holy Ghost of
scripture is completely put out of sight. “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he 1s none of his” (Romans 8:9). No religion deserves to be called scriptural and
apostolic in which the work of the Spirit does not stand forth prominently, and
occupy a principal place.
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We should observe, lastly, in these verses, how our Lord speaks of the special
office of the Apostles. They were to be His witnesses in the world. “Ye also shall
bear witness.”

The expression is singularly instructive and full of meaning. It taught the
- eleven what they must expect their portion to be so long as they lived. They would
have to bear testimony to facts which many would not believe, and to truths which
the natural heart would dislike. They would often have to stand alone — a few
against many, a little flock against a great multitude. None of these things must
move them. They must count it no strange thing to be persecuted, hated, opposed,
and discredited. They must not mind it. To witness was their grand duty, whether
men believed them or not. So witnessing, their record would be on high, in God’s
book of remembrance; and so witnessing, sooner or later, the Judge of all would
give them a crown of glory that fadeth not away (1 Peter 5:4).

Let us never forget, as we leave this passage, that the position of the Apostles
1s that which, in a certain sense, every true Christian must fill, as long as the world
stands. We must not be ashamed to stand up for Christ’s cause, to speak out for
Christ, and to persist in maintaining the truth of Christ’s Gospel. Wherever we
live, in town or in country, in public or in private, abroad or at home, we must
boldly confess our Master on every opportunity. So doing, we shall walk in the
steps of the Apostles, though at a long interval. So doing, we shall please our
Master, and may hope at last that we shall receive the Apostles’ reward.

Book Reviews

Practical Religion. J. C. Ryle. The Banner of Truth Trust. £5.95.

It is heart-warming to see another reprint from the works of J. C. Ryle. Old Paths
was reviewed in the July/August issue, now we welcome the republication of
Practical Religion. This volume contains 31 papers dealing with “the daily duties
and dangers, experiences and privileges of all who call themselves Christians”.
Here are some of the titles: Self Enquiry; Self Examination; Reality; Prayer; Bible
Reading; the World; Sickness; and Eternity — enough to whet the appetite of all
who love the Lord and His Word.

By Practical Religion Ryle meant “a religion which sets those who practise it
free to work. Not so that they might be saved, but because they were.” As with all
his writings, this is grounded in the Bible, the Articles and the leading divines of
the Reformation and Puritan period. In the Preface, Ryle states: “After 40 years of
Bible reading and praying, meditation and theological study, I find myself
clinging more tightly than ever to Evangelical Religion and more than ever
satisfied with it. It wears well. It stands the fire.” These papers are written from
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that conviction and in the plain, pointed, Anglo Saxon style, and with the homely
vigour to which we have become accustomed. I first came across Ryle’s works
many years ago and I have been profoundly thankful to God that I did.

First published in 1878 when Ryle was vicar of Stradbroke, Practical Religion
~ is amazingly applicable in these latter days of the second millennium. It is
beautifully produced, a pleasure to handle, and at £5.95 is a treasure not to
be missed. E.A.S.

The Ministry we Need. Richard Baxter. Grace Publications. £3.95.

A reviewer does not have the means to buy all the latest translations of the Bible,
so all that can be said is that whilst one or two quotations are recognizably NIV,
others seem “homeborn”. Ephesians 1:12 on page 31 should read 2:12. This
paperback acknowledges that it is based on Brown’s 1829 abridgment of Baxter’s
550 page Gildas Salvianus or The Reformed Pastor, which was in an attacking,
repetitive preaching style, intended for (abbreviated) delivery at a day of personal
humiliation and earnest prayer of the Worcester Puritan clergy. Fragile health
stopped Baxter attending that day, but all his life it made him daily aware of the
brevity, uncertainty, and hence urgency, of his.

Baxter’s spirit is admirably fitted to Paul’s farewell to the Ephesian elders in
Acts 20. It is the heart cry of a man whose own ministry, in spite of his faults, was
greatly honoured of God. He searches out the sins of ministers: our pride, lack of
unreserved commitment, dull sermons and failure to “follow-up”. How serious
judgment will be on us who are entrusted with oversight of the flock of God. He
pleads the need to give ourselves to evangelise and catechise, from house to
house, personally. His words are well reasoned, unmistakable, and practical.

“If God would but reform the minister, and set them on their duties zealously
and faithfully, the people would certainly be reformed” (i.e., “recalled to faithful
service and hold the doctrines of grace”). “All Churches either rise or fall as the
ministry doth rise or fall (not in riches or worldly grandeur) but in knowledge,
zeal and ability for their work.” So wrote Baxter of Kidderminster in his
Autobiography. . E.M.

A Son is Revealed. Discovering Christ in the Gospel of Mark. Harry
Uprichard. Evangelical Press. pp. 160. £5.95.

The author, from Ahoghill in Co. Antrim, is well known for h1s illuminating
ministry of the Word of God, also for his interest in music, including activity with
male voice choirs.

Mr. Uprichard’s book researches Mark’s Gospel with enthusiasm and he has
telling chapters on six main aspects of the revealed Messiah. It is refreshing to
read of the author’s familiarity with the Shorter Catechism and Scottish
Paraphrases. The book is suitable for individual and collective study. J.C.
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Why Y2K? What the Millennium is Really all About. John Blanchard.
Evangelical Press. pp. 128. £2.95.

The author served in the Registrar General’s office in Guernsey for 13 years and
he illustrates how useful that experience was when writing Why Y2K? The early
chapters are informative about world-wide preparations for the Millennium — and
the cost of it!

John Blanchard has a gripping way of getting truth across and his ten chapters
are challenging as he tells what the real meaning of the Year 2000 can be to those
who learn from the Bible what God’s purposes are in Christ Jesus.

This book will be helpful to those who may be preparing a focal point in church
presentation of the Millennium. J.C

Whatever Happened to the Ten Commandments? Ernest C. Reisenger. The
Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 112. £3.50.

Ignorance of, and even opposition to, the absolute standard for human behaviour
found in the Ten Commandments is seen in every area of life.

The Pastor Emeritus of Grace Baptist Church in Cape Coral, Florida, draws
extensively on the neglected Larger Catechism of the Westminster Assembly as
he portrays the scope of each of the Commandments. One of the great strengths
of this book is the quotation of Scripture to show the duties required and the sins
forbidden by each of the Commandments.

The author asks, Who can lay his own character side by side with the tablets of
divine precepts without at once being convinced that he has fallen far short of that
holy standard of righteousness? Our comeliness utterly fades away when the
Commandments shine their spiritual light on us. On the other hand, a proper use
of the Law will make a person always hold tenaciously to salvation by grace alone.

This book should be a “must” for church libraries. J.C

Heaven is a Far Better Place (What the Bible Teaches About Heaven).
Eryl Davies. Evangelical Press. pp. 255. £7.95. ..

The writer divides the contents into four sections: 1. Heaven: An Introduction.
2. Heaven: Some Basic Information. 3. What Heaven is Like. 4. Heaven: Its
Challenge.

The subject is thoroughly gone into by the Principal of the Evangelical College
of Wales and one can understand why he lectures on Systematic and
Contemporary Theology. Problem areas are not overlooked and Davies quotes
from many theologians and uses various missionaries and others when
tllustrating. In his final chapter he concludes fittingly with: Without Heaven;
Without Wealth; Without Fame; Without a Great Name; Without Learning;
Without a Job; Without Culture; Without Beauty; Without Friends; Without
10,000 Other Things — but He can never go to Heaven without Christ.
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There are two excellent appendices and notes, plus two indexes — one giving
names of people, the other giving Scripture references. The publishers have
produced a volume that should be much sought after. J.C

Conflict and Triumph. William Henry Green. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. 177. £3.95.

The author (1825-1900) was a master of Old Testament interpretation and one
of America’s foremost linguists. He held the Chair of Biblical and Oriental
Literature at Princetown Theological Seminary from 1851 until his death.

The contents give much insight into God’s dealings with His servant Job. There
are ten sections, each with rich teaching: Analysis of the Book of Job; Job’s
Happy Estate; Satan; Job in Affliction; Job’s Three Friends; Job’s Conflict; Job’s
Triumph; Job Refutes His Friends; Elihu; The Lord.

There are two appendices: The Place of the Book of Job in the Scheme of Holy
Scripture and The Doctrine of Immortality in the Old Testament.

The publishers are to be congratulated in republishing the book, formerly
issued by Robert Carter & Brothers in 1874, under the title The Argument of the
Book of Job Unfolded. 1t is excellent value and one for our study. J.C

. Please obiamvany bookx revtcwed or advemxed from your lacal Chn.mtm bookshop, L

as we regre{fully are not in a position fo supply your requirements.

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

Since the last issue a small reprint of A Mirror to the Nation has been ordered, and
it is expected that friends will receive their copies early in the new year. If you have
not already requested a copy p]ease let me know if you wish one to be sent to a
friend, as a few will remain in stock May I wish the Lord’s blessing on all our
readers during 2000. S

Thank you 1o all fnends who send gifts and' amounts in excess of the nommaf
subscription. Details on subscriptions and mailing are shown opposite. January
subscriptions are now due, and invitations to renew are included where appropriate.

Church and Chapel groups: are long established on our mailing list, bothat home
and abroad, and we would encourage readers to promofe this and so-extend the
ministry, You may wish to consider giving the magazine as a gift to-a friend.

. Cheques and Postal Orders must be made payable to The Gospel Magazine or
the Bank will not accept them. AH payments should be sent to: The Secretary,
“Holme Regis”, Old School Lane, Stanford, Blggleswade, Beds., United
Kingdom SG18 9]JL. E-mail: GosMag @aol.com :
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