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mentioned a relevant passage from the eighth chapter of the letter to the Romans.
May I read the verses in question, verses 74-17? " . . as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itse lf beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together."

How wonderful, how exceedingly blessed it is to be "heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ". Can you think of anything so great and wonderful as this?

Then, a little later, at the L,ord's table, the reading was the first part of the fourth
chapter of the letter to the Galatians, to which I referred a few minutes ago. Thc
assistant pastor made some remarks about being sons and heirs of God. I will
quote verse 6 of that chapter: "Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father."

So, both passages, including the words "Abba, Father" were read here two
weeks ago. It seems that "Abba" is more or less equivalent to our word, "Daddy".

How very wonderful that Almighty God, our great and awesome Creator, should
allow - may I not say encourage - sinful mortals of the earth to address Him in
such language.

Now, it is not to be regarded as a most remarkable and perhaps almost
incredible coincidence that both these passages should have been brought before
us in the way they were, the very same evening that I had spoken earlier of the
great blessing of adoption. No, rather, it is to be considered as the wonderful
leading of the Holy Spirit given to His servants and, I certainly believe, to give
me the full assurance that I have been blessed with the spirit of adoption and can
rightly use those precious words, "Abba, Father".

Well, I just cannot get over what took place here on the 1st November and
probably I never shall. It seems so evident that the good hand of the God of all
grace was in it. Indeed, I am just thrilled by it.

Two things further, briefly. ln Daily Light the following Saturday, these words
from the first chapter of the letter to the Ephesians were included: "Having

predestinated us unto the adoption of childre n by Jesus Christ to himself." Does
not this truth show that God did not plan to give me this great blessing a few
weeks ago but that, wonderfully, it was His most gracious purpose from before
the foundation of the world? Is it not amazing that even before creation, He should
have determined to make little me, poor sinner as I am, His child by adoption?
And I hope many, perhaps even all, of you.

The other thing is a matter I have not mentioned to anyone. During the last few
days I have felt able to enjoy sensibly the great blessings set forth in Numbers 6,
verses 22-26: "The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron and unto
his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto
them, the Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord make his face shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give
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:hee peace." Friends, these blessings are absolutely priceless, aren't they? I can
..rr without a moment's hesitation that I would not change places with the richest
;"nan on earth.

May I say to our dear pastor and assistant pastor: Do rejoice with me that you

have been the honoured instruments in the hand of our wonderful God to convey

rrr me this amazing blessing, for which I believe I, and you, will have cause to
praise and adore the glorious Trinity in a blissful eternity.

What can be more wonderful and more glorious than to know that one is "Safe

in the arms of Jesus" (a truth endeared to my heart last year) and at the same time
hask in the sunshine of the very great love of one's heavenly Father?

Well, dear brothers and sisters, may God bless you all with a deeper knowledge
,rf His love. If you have not experienced much of His blessing yet may I

cncourage you to seek it earnestly, to be diligent in prayer and in reading the
Scriptures dai ly,  real ly to put God f i rst  in your l ives, desir ing to please Him, cost
s hat it may, in the use of your time, your talents and your money, and to live a
lifc of self-denial rather than of self-indulgcnce.

Finally, may we never forget that "the chief end of man is to glorify God and
to enjoy Him fbr ever".

Book Reviews
llystery, Babylon the Great - The church of Rome and the European IJnion
exposed to the light of truth, Dr. I. A. Sadler. pp. 288, paperback. f3.80 plus f I
p&p. Published by the author, 6 Aston Close, Pangbourne' Reading RG8 7LG.

I l is book is writ ten as a warning to the Christ ian Churches of thc danger of thc lalse rcl igion that
,r iginaled at Babylon. The true succcssor to thc Myste r ics of Babylon is shown to bc the Clhurch ol '

R1rme; but other strands of the Mystcries, such as the Occult,  are also cxposcd. Thc author takes thc

: lassic Rcfirrmed posit ion rcgarding the papacy and i ls ful l i lmcnt ol Scripture concerning thc "man

,rf sin". So truly runs thc blurb. Bui lding on Hislop's scholarly 
' lwo 

l labylons and later works hc

Jiscusscs the falsc messiah Nimrod, the Mystcrics ol Bahylon and how Israel was al ' l 'cctcd and thc

rrsc of thc papacy. Thc so-cal lcd l ' loly Roman Empirc, lslam and the Roman Connection al l  come

undcr  sc ru t iny  as  wc l l  as  thc  R ise  and Fa l l  o f ' thc  Jcsu i ts  rnd  thc i r  rc tu rn ,  caus ing  havoc  among thc

narions today behind thc sccncs. Frccmasonry is also discusscd and the author shows similari t ies

hctwecn thc Roman (lathol ic church and the Occult.  Furthcr hc shows thc tcrr ihlc systcms tr l '
( l rmmunism and Naz ism dcr ived  the  i r  cv i l  po l i c ics  l rom thc  Jcsu i ts .

Rcfbrencc is also madc to Romc's taking ovcr thc Ecumcnictr l  Movemcnt. "Once a Church or

nrinistcr had become Ecumcnical and only spokc ol the lovc of Ciod, without lai thful ly dcclaring
(i tr t j 's Judgmcnts and hcl l ,  the Jcsuits considcrcd thcir cnds had bccn gaincd" (page234). Thc Ncw

..\gc Movemcnt also comcs undcr scrut iny as does thc Clharismatic Movemcnt. Spcaking of how

Juiuits have inf i l t ratcd and undcrmincd Protestant dcnonrinations which have bccn lul led into a l 'alsc

\e nsc of security he says: "Conl 'usion or si lcncc rcigns in many churchcs at a t imc when thc papacy

is set to o.vcrthrow Britain's vcry cxistence as a nation, along with our rel igious f ' rccdom. Thc

rrumpct for the most part givcs f irr th an unccrtain sound, and few arc prepared for the batt lc ahcad,
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or even sense the danger they are in" (page 269). "8y undermining the foundations of the Church
of England which has a special consti tut ional posit ion within Britain, the whole Protestant
consti tut ion and monarchy has been weakened and now faces total overthrow"(pa-qe 171). The
danger today is that the evil power of Rome is extending over the EU and beyond - largely
unrecognised because people do not know their Bibles.

The author also warns that those outside the Ecumenical Movement wil l  f ind themselves cal led
"sects" - "against whom the pol ice wil l  have special investigative powers" and, he adds, "the days
ofrel igious l iberty which for many generations have been enjoyed in Britain are about to end unless
the Lord looks in mercy upon a gui l ty nation" (page 260).

This book is shocking ( in the true sense) and should be read by al l  leaders in the Church of
England and other Protestant denominations - they ignore i t  at their peri l .  I  have no hesitat ion in
commending i t  to al l  concerned fbr the future in our land and pray that efforts may be made to
instruct thc younger generation as to the dangers from Rome and other false rel igions. "Help, Lord;
for the godly man ceaseth." Al l  quotations are from the A.V. D.C.R.

Britsin Under Siege. Dr. Alan O'Reilly. Christian Concern, P.O. Box 2113,
Nuneaton CYll 6ZY. pp. 78, paperback. f,3.75 incl. p&p.
"Britain as a nation is almost f inished." This conclusion is reached by Dr. Alan O'Reil ly in his
survey of the variety of forces aiming to "subjugate . .  .  subdue . .  .  conquer and rule" her (Cardinal
Mann ing ,  1859) .

Thesc forces are named in eight short chapters, and their success is seen as "a direct result of the
Romanising ol '  the Church of England" and the del iberate reject ion of the Authorised Version by
Church and people, the Queen and the Royal Family bearing a ful l  share for this. The author
supports his chargcs with many tcxts from the A.V.

Oldcr readcrs who have bccn walchful over the years wil l  be famil iar with much in this book.
t lowcver, i t  has valuc as a t lct l i lcd relcrence bucked by a l ist of well  over a hundred Brit ish ancl
Anterican sources.

Some cri t icisms art:  lo be made: thcre are many instances of uncertain spel l ing and punctuation;
some applications of Biblc texts to part icular cvcnts appear strained (e.g. Romans l4: l  I  to Elvis
Preslcy's kneeling dcath posturc, pagc 33, and Isaiah 50: I  I  to the large number of smoking-related
deaths, page 47); many rcadcrs wil l  t tot welconre thc inclusion of 'a parody vcrsion of the 23rd Psalm

however wcl l- intcntioncd.
By shining a l ight onto thc cvi ls bcsctt ing us, this book should scrve i ts purpose ofawakening the

nat ion  i l ' h rought  to  thc  l t te  n t ion  o l ' thosc  w i th  cars  to  hcar .  G.F . .H.H.

I)raw Near to God. Daily Readings from Matthew Henry. Setected by Marrin H.
Manser: Bryntirion Press, ISBN I 850,191 60 7. pp. vi+314, piperback.
This btxrk is a selcct ion ot 'dui ly rcldings choscn from Matthew Henry's New Testament
commcntarics. Somc ol ' thc archaisms havc becn updated, and thc Authoriscd (King James) Version
has hccn lcl i  in.

The choicc ol 'matcrial,  and the ordcr ol 'arrangement, has bccn done carcful ly. On occasions, for
instance around Eastcr, the sclccted [)assrges rcl 'cr to spccif ic cvents in the l i fe of Christ.  Themcs
arc lbl lowcd, sometimes with consecutive passagcs, often with vcrses lhat speak on similar subjects.
In this way, as the reader uscs the book dai ly, he or shc is lcd to see more bibl ical teaching on the
subjcct, and I ' ront various port ions of the New Testanent. Somctinrcs the passagc lbr the day is only
a verse, somctlmes more.

This is no " lazy man's Bible", but is an ideal hook for those who know their need of spir i tual
teaching, lbr those who ntay be unl 'ed in thcir local church, and for those who wish to "draw near
to Cod" by the dai ly study of His Word. l t  wi l lprovc a blessing to al l  such. E.J.M.
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.lre You Really Born Again? Kent Philpott. Evangelical Press. pp. f39. S5.95.

Do not be put off by the fact the quotations are NIV and that the author accepts some features of the

Charismatic Movement, nor by his repeti t ive preaching style.
After thirty years in the ministry, from the pastoring of a large "Jesus People" church back in

1969, using all the Charles Finney techniques to get people to accept Jesus, especially getting
.eekers to repeat the "sinner's prayer", and through years as a visi t ing chaplain in San Quentin
Prison whilst in other pastorates, God has gradually brought him to face the fact that his way was

unscriptural, and that human interference between God and the soul is why Churches contain so

many sincere, bl ind, not born-again people, who wrongly bel ieve that they are going to heaven. Our

lord, when asked, "How can a man be born again?" repl ied that i t  is as mysterious and as

unconrrol lable as the wind, which "bloweth where i t  l isteth". "Thou canst not tel l" ;  i t  is in Cod's
.overeignty. Men engineer, and do great damage. He presents his case from Scripture and i l lustrates

rr. The analysis of these matters is found in Puritan sermons and Spurgeon, but this book adds such

matters as crisis conversions, church-growth techniques, minimum content preaching, and some

charismatic and chi ld evangelism conversions. He concludes by a sermon on "The Theology of the
\cr ' ,  Birth" by Jonathan Dickinson in 1741, and by Spurgeon's account of his own conversron.

This book is an easy read and would repay anyone who deals with souls or is worried about their

apparent lack of results. E.M.

tlaking Many Glad: The Life and Labours of Daniel M. Baker. William Baker.
'I 'he Banner of Truth Trust, ISBN 0 851517 8l l. pp. 560, paperback. f5.50.

Ir  is est imated that some 20,(XX) people came to faith in Christ through the evangelist ic preaching
, ' f  the Presbyterian Daniel Baker. John Quincy Adams, President of America in 1825, took cvery
,,pportunity to hear Baker prcach, though his name is unknown by most Bri t ish evangelicals today.

Pcrhaps he is better known in the United States.
So who was Daniel Baker? He was born in Georgia in 1791 (the year betbre Wil l iam Carey

\11rled the Part icular Baptist Missionary Society) and died in 1857 (Spurgcon was three years into

his ministry in London). Wil l iam Baker, l ike Carey and Spurgeon, combined commitment to

Calvinist ic theology with persuasive Gospel preaching.
This account of Baker's l i fe is not easy reading bccause i t  consists of Daniel Baker's own journal,

cxtracts from his letters, memories of thosc who knew him, plus the narrat ive of his youngest son,
\\ ' i l l iam Baker, the author of this book. However, there is much to chal lenge the heart in this
hiography and i t  wi l l  be most helpful to preachcrs of the Gospel.

Whar was the secret of Daniel Baker's powcrful preaching? His f irm bcl ief that the Bible is God's

rne rrant Word and his l i fe of prayer. A closc l ' r iend commcnted on "his habit of carnest communi()n
* i th Cod in his closet before he dcl ivcrcd his mcssage to thc people from thc desk. That communion
sas at t imes so near, and his face was so l ighted up with heavcnly lovc and zcal that you could

easi ly imagine i t  shone l ikc that ol '  Moscs when he dcsccnded l ' rom the Mount." We nccd such

preachers today! S.K.E.

The Doors of Heaven - What Will Heaven Really he Like? Richard Brooks.
Christian Focus Publications, ISBN I 857923 97 9. pp. l92, paperback. f,5.99.

\ \ 'alk into a bookshop ancl thcrc arc plenty of books rclat ing near-death cxperiences, visions of

angcls, and journcys to hcaven and back - but what does the Biblc have to say about hcavcn?

Richard Brooks tel ls us in twelve compcll ing chaptcrs using the Book of Rcvclat ion as a door

through which we gl impsc the "many mansions" of hcaven. Various faccts of hcavcn are opened to

us, such as the bl iss, the vision and the rcst of heaven. We are told thc way kr heaven and warned

uhout the'awful alternative i f  we do not come to Christ t i rr  Salvation. Each chaptcr ends with an

e rtract from a past writcr, including Richard Baxtcr, John Bunyan, J. C. Ryle and C. H. Spurgeon.

J J
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This book forms part of the Focrs on Faith series which aims to open up key themes in the
Westminster Confession of Faith, though the author refers very little to the Confession. Richard
Brooks, pastor of York Evangelical Church, has already writ ten several books, includin gThe Lamb
is All the G/ory (Welwyn Commentary on Revelation).

Mr. Brooks explains his aim in writing The Doors of Heaven. "lt was said of the Puritan minister,
Richard Sibbes, 'heavcn was in him, before he was in heaven'. Ohl that the same could be said of
us as well ,  and that these very modest studies of what is so great and glorious a doctr ine would assist
to that end." I  closed this book longing for heaven! 

S.K.E.

Shall Everyone be Saved? J. M. Brentnall. Sovereign Grace Union. pp. 8. 25p.
This seeks to deltnd Limited Atonement and Part icular Redemption from the attacks of
Universal ists by correctly explaining certain Bible texts which appear to teach that Christ died for
al l  and that al l  wi l l  be saved. This is a useful and readable booklet. Al l  Scripture quotations are from
the KJV' 

r.R.B.

"God Gave Me" Tbuch - Taste - Sight - Smell - Hearing - Feelings. Catherine
MacKenzie, illustrated by Angie Sage. Christian Focus Publications. 8 hardboard
pages.

Small children wil l undoubtedly enjoy this series of six books. The small size, 6" x 5"
approximately, makes them easy to handle. The large print and colourful modern pictures wil l
encourage those who have just learned to read, as well as the younger child who is read to. The aim
of the series is to teach an awarencss of, and a thankl'ulness for, the many blessings of everyday
l i fc expericnccd through thc senses. Those who use, and teach chi ldren from the AV wil l  f ind the
quotations and Scripture vorses on cach page from the NIV a disappointment. 

O.C'.M.

An Age of Lawlessness. James Ormiston. Sovereign Grace Union. pp. 8. 25p.

Writ tcn lry a f i trmcr editor of the Gospcl Mtteozin( bul ntodcrniscd and adapted for our own wicked
agc, this uscf 'ul  htxrklct shows that God speaks against the sins ol 'our own day as f irund in 2 Timothy
3: l -5 ,  and whcre  soc ic ty  i s  de ly ing  God.  l t  conc ludes  w i th  ln  u rg t :n t  p lca  fo r  the  law less  to  rc tu rn
to christ '  

I .R.B.

The King's Castles. Kitty Anthony. The Banner of fiust Tiust, ISBN 0 8slsl7 77 3.
pp. 100, hardback. $.95.
Two years in thc l ivcs of 'cight-ycar-old Li ly and hcr clevcn-ycar-old brothcr Nornran. Thcir spir i tual
l twr tken ing  is  ln r tcd  th r t rugh lhc  l i r r r r  ch : rp tc rs  in  r  s t ( ) ry  ( ) l ' udvcnturc  un t j  lun tusy .  Whi le  thcrc  u rc
monte nts ol suspe nse thc narrat ivc bcconrcs pcdantic ir t  t ime s l i rr  rcadcrs on this side o1'the Atlantic.
Morc a hook fbr a birthdly than a Sunday School prizc. 

O.C.M,

I Corinthians. Paul Barnett. Christian Focus Publications,ISBN 185792 598 X. pp.
320, paperback. f8.99

One ol ' the almost unavoidablc l imitat ions oi "popular" conrnrcntaries is that thcy cannot hope to
pleasc al l  the people al l  the t inre - splce docs not al low l irr  dctai lcd discussions and so on. Howcver,
i t  is rare to f ind an exantplc of ' thc gcnre which is as l ikcly to please so t 'cw people so of ien ls this one.' l 'hc 

author, a Sydncy bishop, holds to the integri ty of the text, and has an apparentlv sound
hermcncutic. However, hc seenrs to be govcrncd by a dcsire not to ol ' lbnd any l lavour of
"cvangcl ical ism" at any costs. The trel lmcnt of the charismata is unl ikcly to of l 'end - or truly satisfy
- Charismatics ol 'various shadcs. The bricl ' t rcatment of lust i f icat ion is good - as lar as i l  goes.



The Gospel Magazine 35

The author struggles between giving the overview and more detailed exposition; the end result is
a somewhat confused read for those who attempt to follow him.

This book is not recommended as the f irst choice for anyone who wishes to study
I Corinthians, though it is not without use for those who are able to expand their libraries.

E.J.M.

Heaven. J. C. Ryle. Christian Focus Publications, ISBN f 87rc76 75 4. pp. 96,
paperback. f3.99.
Itris large print edition is gleaned ftom Practical Religion and other writings of J. C. Ryle and
.hould have a wide circulat ion. Within the 96 pages the reader wil l  f ind his "hope" of heaven is a
elad certainty, while being reminded that "heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people". J. C.
Rl'le quotes the AV - it is regrettable that it has been thought necessary to alter some of the verses.

o.c.M.

The Centrality of the Cross. Samuel Champion. Sovereign Grace Union. 25p.

This little booklet is adapted and beautifully written with the view of showing forth the doctrine of
rhe Cross, and therefore advocating that there is only one way of salvation. Scripture is appositely
and extensively quoted from the AV and would be useful for those seeking salvation or those new

I.R.B.in the faith. It lays to the ground many errors.

Joshua. Dale Ralph Davis. Christ ian Focus Publications,ISBN 1857926 02 l .  pp.

204, paperback 5.7.99
This title is one of the Focus on the Bible series, and Joshua - No Falling Word is a reprint of a
Baker title. The author's aims, set out in the Prcface, is to "provide a model of what a pastor can do
if he will sweat over the Hebrew text and assume that the text as we have it is bread from God for
His people". His approach is hermeneutical - to seek to understand the relevance of the words in
the original context, and then to apply the lessons to today. He does this very well.

The book is helpful in that it follows broad themes, showing the purpose of the book, as well as
in expounding verses and passages so that apparent problems are resolved (such as what was the
sequence of events when the nation crossed Jordan?), and difficulties are made clear (such as
Rahab's l ie).

Clearly the author is a pastor, for he always has congregations in mind in his application.
The book is obviously American, and some al lusions may leave non-Americans in the dark. There

is an attempt to be contemporary in the style, and in some chapter headings ("How to Listen to a
Shady Lady Story" - Rahab; "War Wrap-up"; "What Can an Altar Alter?" and so on).

That said, this is a helpful book since the author is so careful to place lhe whole story ofJoshua
in the context of the revelation of redemption, and to show the links back to Abraham and forward
to the Lord Jesus Christ. The manv footnotes orovide much additional information. and offer heloful
suggestions for further reading. A worthy attempt. E.J.M.

Jesus Christ or Mohammed? F. S. Copplestone. Christian Focus Publications,
ISBN I 857925 88 2. pp. 160, paperback. f4.99.
This analysis of the differences between the Bible and the Koran has been updated. Quotations are
from the NlV. It is well produced, well set out, well informed, treats Islam faithfully, and is superior
to many modern books which gloss over everything.

However, Islam as practiced, bears about as much relationship to the Koran as, say, traditional
Romanism in Mexico does to the Bible. How one came from the other would puzzle an observer,
unless he knew the history. The Koran is lslam, but so also are inspired tradition (historical
adaptation), and the inspired commentaries of the great doctors on the Koran. Non-Muslim
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interpretations do not impress Muslims, especially as they see it as above human truth and so above

our logic. Forcing Muslims into logical impasses does not convert them.

Theie are books in Enelish by Copts and ex-Muslims who understand both Islam and Christianity

thoroughly and are unanswerable. Let this book give you a start. E.M.

only a Prayer Meeting. c. H. Spurgeon. Christian Focus Publications, ISBN
| 857925 99 8. pp. 250, hardback f9.99.

If asked, most believers would agree that the prayer meeting is the power-house of the Church.

When, then, is the prayer meeting the least regarded gathering in the Church programme? C. H'

Spurgeon was aware of this when he prepared this famous exhortation to prayer. He considered the

prayer meeting to be the heart beat of the Church and this book is a collection of his exhortations to

prayer; charming, challenging and cheering. If you wanted to find out how Spurgeon fuelled his

btrurctr for everyday Christian living and a life of prayer, there is no better starting place Ihan Only

a Prayer Meeting.
He writes: "How could we expect a blessing if we were too idle to ask for it? How could we look

for a Pentecost if we never met with one accord in one place to wait upon the Lord? Brethren, we

shall never see much change for better in our Churches in general until the prayer meeting occupies

a higher place in the esteem of Christians."
This book deserves to be read for our God is a rewarder of His people who seek His face

T.B.accord ing  to  H is  w i l l .

A Citl Not Forsaken - A History of Christian Witness in Gower Street and
Shafiesbury Avenue Chapel. Richard Stonelake. Quinta Press, ISBN f 897856 07 5.
pp. 130, paperback

This fascinating book traces the origins of the Shaftesbury Avenue Chapel in central London back

to the preaching of William Huntingdon in the capital in 1780. Some of his hearers formed the

Church which opened the Gower Street Chapel in July 1820. William Gadsby, a notable 19th

century Strict Baptist pastor, preached at the opening services and a short time later Henry Fowler

became the first pastor. The Church worshipped in several locations in London before settling in its

present building which had once been the Soho Baptist Chapel.
The second .inirt.r, Edward Blackstock, had previously been pastor at Potton, Bedfordshire,

where I am now pastor. Blackstock kept changing his views on baptism and on admission to the

Lord's table, so that Gadsby refused to preach at Cower Street. As a result, another congregation

was formed which rejoined the Cower Street Church when Blackstock left for Woverhampton. The

present minister, David Philpott,  became pastor in January 1996.

Besides relating details of the pastors, there is also a'list of deacons'and information about the

formation of the Sunday School and the leading families in the life of the church.

The title of this book, A City Not Forsaken, comes from lsaiah 62:72, and the author, Richard

Stonelake, a deacon of the Church, was first brought to the chapel as a baby in 1938. This book is

a testimony to the faithfulness of God's people, but more importantly, of His faithfulness to this

local Church over the past 150 years. S.K.E.

please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretlully

are not in a position to supply your requirements.

Matters to do wilh the contents o/The Gospel Magazine should be sent to:

The Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 1BT. Tel.01547 528815.

Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to lhe Secretary @etails opposite).


