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mentioned a relevant passage from the eighth chapter of the letter to the Romans.
May I read the verses in question, verses 14-17? “ . . . as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”

How wonderful, how exceedingly blessed it is to be “heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ”. Can you think of anything so great and wonderful as this?

Then, a little later, at the Lord’s table, the reading was the first part of the fourth
chapter of the letter to the Galatians, to which I referred a few minutes ago. The
assistant pastor made some remarks about being sons and heirs of God. I will
quote verse 6 of that chapter: “Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.”

So, both passages, including the words “Abba, Father” were read here two
weeks ago. It seems that “Abba” is more or less equivalent to our word, “Daddy”.
How very wonderful that Almighty God, our great and awesome Creator, should
allow — may I not say encourage — sinful mortals of the earth to address Him in
such language.

Now, it is not to be regarded as a most remarkable and perhaps almost
incredible coincidence that both these passages should have been brought before
us in the way they were, the very same evening that I had spoken earlier of the
great blessing of adoption. No, rather, it is to be considered as the wonderful
leading of the Holy Spirit given to His servants and, I certainly believe, to give
me the full assurance that I have been blessed with the spirit of adoption and can
rightly use those precious words, “Abba, Father”.

Well, I just cannot get over what took place here on the 1st November and
probably I never shall. It seems so evident that the good hand of the God of all
grace was in it. Indeed, I am just thrilled by it.

Two things further, briefly. In Daily Light the following Saturday, these words
from the first chapter of the letter to the Ephesians- were included: “Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself.” Does
not this truth show that God did not plan to give me this great blessing a few
weeks ago but that, wonderfully, it was His most gracious purpose from before
the foundation of the world? Is it not amazing that even before creation, He should
have determined to make little me, poor sinner as 1 am, His child by adoption?
And I hope many, perhaps even all, of you.

The other thing is a matter I have not mentioned to anyone. During the last few
days I have felt able to enjoy sensibly the great blessings set forth in Numbers 6,
verses 22-26: “The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron and unto
his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto
them, the Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord make his face shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give
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thee peace.” Friends, these blessings are absolutely priceless, aren’t they? I can
av without a moment’s hesitation that I would not change places with the richest
man on earth.

May I say to our dear pastor and assistant pastor: Do rejoice with me that you
have been the honoured instruments in the hand of our wonderful God to convey
to me this amazing blessing, for which 1 believe 1, and you, will have cause to
praise and adore the glorious Trinity in a blissful eternity.

What can be more wonderful and more glorious than to know that one is “Safe
in the arms of Jesus” (a truth endeared to my heart last year) and at the same time
bask in the sunshine of the very great love of one’s heavenly Father?

Well, dear brothers and sisters, may God bless you all with a deeper knowledge
of His love. If you have not experienced much of His blessing yet may I
encourage you to seek it earnestly, to be diligent in prayer and in reading the
Scriptures daily, really to put God first in your lives, desiring to please Him, cost
what it may, in the use of your time, your talents and your money, and to live a
life of self-denial rather than of self-indulgence.

Finally, may we never forget that “the chief end of man is to glorify God and
to enjoy Him for ever”.

Book Reviews

Vystery, Babylon the Great — The Church of Rome and the European Union
exposed to the light of truth, Dr. 1. A. Sadler. pp. 288, paperback. £3.80 plus £1
p&p. Published by the author, 6 Aston Close, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 7LG.

I'his book is written as a warning to the Christian Churches of the danger of the false religion that
sriginated at Babylon. The true successor to the Mysterics of Babylon is shown to be the Church of
Rome; but other strands of the Mysteries, such as the Occult, are also exposed. The author takes the
classic Reformed position regarding the papacy and its fulfilment of Scripture concerning the “man
of sin”. So truly runs the blurb. Building on Hislop’s scholarly Two Babylons and later works he
discusses the false messiah Nimrod, the Mysteries of Babylon and how Isracl was affected and the
rise of the papacy. The so-called Holy Roman Empire, Islam and the Roman Connection all come
under scrutiny as well as the Rise and Fall of the Jesuits and their return, causing havoc among the
nations today behind the scenes. Freemasonry is also discussed and the author shows similarities
hetween the Roman Catholic church and the Occult. Further he shows the terrible systems of
Communism and Nazism derived their evil policies from the Jesuits.

Reference is also made to Rome’s taking over the Ecumenical Movement. “Once a Church or
minister had become Ecumenical and only spoke of the love of God, without faithfully declaring
God’s Judgments and hell, the Jesuits considered their ends had been gained” (page 234). The New
Age Movement also comes under scrutiny as does the Charismatic Movement. Speaking of how
Jesuits have infiltrated and undermined Protestant denominations which have been lulled into a false
«ensc of security he says: “Confusion or silence reigns in many churches at a time when the papacy
is sct to overthrow Britain’s very existence as a nation, along with our religious freedom. The
trumpet for the most part gives forth an uncertain sound, and few are prepared for the battle ahead,
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or even sense the danger they are in” (page 269). “By undermining the foundations of the Church
of England which has a special constitutional position within Britain, the whole Protestant
constitution and monarchy has been weakened and now faces total overthrow” (page 171). The
danger today is that the evil power of Rome is extending over the EU and beyond — largely
unrecognised because people do not know their Bibles.

The author also warns that those outside the Ecumenical Movement will find themselves called
“sects” — “against whom the police will have special investigative powers™ and, he adds, “the days
of religious liberty which for many generations have been enjoyed in Britain are about to end unless
the Lord looks in mercy upon a guilty nation” (page 260).

This book is shocking (in the true sense) and should be read by all leaders in the Church of
England and other Protestant denominations — they ignore it at their peril. I have no hesitation in
commending it to all concerned for the future in our land and pray that efforts may be made to
instruct the younger generation as to the dangers from Rome and other false religions. “Help, Lord;
for the godly man ceaseth.” All quotations are from the A.V. D.C.R.

Britain Under Siege. Dr. Alan O’Reilly. Christian Concern, P.O. Box 2113,
Nuneaton CV11 6ZY. pp. 78, paperback. £3.75 incl. p&p.

“Britain as a nation is almost finished.” This conclusion is reached by Dr. Alan O'Reilly in his
survey of the variety of forces aiming to “subjugate . . . subdue . . . conquer and rule™ her (Cardinal
Manning, 1859).

These forces are named in eight short chapters, and their success is seen as “a direct result of the
Romanising of the Church of England™ and the deliberate rejection of the Authorised Version by
Church and people, the Queen and the Royal Family bearing a full share for this. The author
supports his charges with many texts from the A.V.

Older readers who have been watchful over the years will be familiar with much in this book.
However, it has valuc as a detailed reference backed by a list of well over a hundred British and
American sources.

Some criticisms are 1o be made: there are many instances of uncertain spelling and punctuation;
some applications of Bible texts to particular events appear strained (e.g. Romans 14:11 to Elvis
Presley’s kneeling death posture, page 33, and Isaiah 50:11 to the large number of smoking-related
deaths, page 47); many readers will not welcome the inclusion of a parody version of the 23rd Psalm
— however well-intentioned.

By shining a light onto the cvils besctting us, this book should serve its purpose of awakening the
nation if brought to the attention of those with ears to hear. G.FH.H.

Draw Near to God. Daily Readings from Matthew Henry. Selected by Martin H.
Manser. Bryntirion Press, ISBN 1 850491 60 7. pp. vi+314, paperback.

This book is a selection of daity readings chosen from Matthew Henry's New Testament
commentaries. Some of the archaisms have been updated, and the Authorised (King James) Version
has been Ieft in.

The choice of material, and the order of arrangement, has been done carefully. On occasions, for
instance around Easter, the selected passages refer to specific cvents in the life of Christ. Themes
are followed, sometimes with consecutive passages, often with verses that speak on similar subjects.
In this way, as the reader uses the book daily, he or she is led to see more biblical teaching on the
subject, and from various portions of the New Testament. Sometimes the passage for the day is only
a verse, sometimes more.

This is no “lazy man’s Bible™, but is an ideal book for those who know their need of spiritual
teaching, for those who may be unfed in their local church, and for those who wish to “draw near
to God™ by the daily study of His Word. It will prove a blessing to all such. E.J.M.
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Are You Really Born Again? Kent Philpott. Evangelical Press. pp. 139. £5.95.

Do not be put off by the fact the quotations are NIV and that the author accepts some features of the
Charismatic Movement, nor by his repetitive preaching style.

After thirty years in the ministry, from the pastoring of a large “Jesus People” church back in
1969, using all the Charles Finney techniques to get people to accept Jesus, especially getting
eckers to repeat the “sinner’s prayer”, and through years as a visiting chaplain in San Quentin
Prison whilst in other pastorates, God has gradually brought him to face the fact that his way was
unscriptural, and that human interference between God and the soul is why Churches contain so
many sincere, blind, not born-again people, who wrongly believe that they are going to heaven. Our
Lord, when asked, “How can a man be born again?” replied that it is as mysterious and as
uncontrollable as the wind, which “bloweth where it listeth”. “Thou canst not tell”; it is in God’s
overeignty. Men engineer, and do great damage. He presents his case from Scripture and illustrates
it. The analysis of these matters is found in Puritan sermons and Spurgeon, but this book adds such
matters as crisis conversions, church-growth techniques, minimum content preaching, and some
charismatic and child evangelism conversions. He concludes by a sermon on “The Theology of the
New Birth” by Jonathan Dickinson in 1741, and by Spurgeon’s account of his own conversion.

This book is an easy read and would repay anyone who deals with souls or is worried about their
apparent lack of results. E.M.

Making Many Glad: The Life and Labours of Daniel M. Baker. William Baker.
The Banner of Truth Trust, ISBN 0 851517 81 1. pp. 560, paperback. £5.50.

it is estimated that some 20,000 people came to faith in Christ through the evangelistic preaching
of the Presbyterian Daniel Baker. John Quincy Adams, President of America in 1825, took every
opportunity to hear Baker preach, though his name is unknown by most British evangelicals today.
Perhaps he is better known in the United States.

So who was Daniel Baker? He was born in Georgia in 1791 (the year before William Carey
«tarted the Particular Baptist Missionary Society) and died in 1857 (Spurgcon was three years into
his ministry in London). William Baker, like Carey and Spurgeon, combined commitment to
Calvinistic theology with persuasive Gospel preaching.

This account of Baker’s life is not casy reading because it consists of Daniel Baker’s own journal,
extracts from his letters, memories of those who knew him, plus the narrative of his youngest son,
William Baker, the author of this book. However, there is much to challenge the heart in this
hiography and it will be most helpful to preachers of the Gospel.

What was the secret of Daniel Baker’s powerful preaching? His firm belief that the Bible is God’s
inerrant Word and his life of prayer. A close friend commented on “his habit of carnest communion
with God in his closet before he delivered his message to the people from the desk. That communion
was at times so near, and his face was so lighted up with heavenly love and zeal that you could
casily imagine it shone like that of Moses when he descended from the Mount.” We need such
preachers today! S.K.E.

The Doors of Heaven — What Will Heaven Really be Like? Richard Brooks.
Christian Focus Publications, ISBN 1 857923 97 9. pp. 192, paperback. £5.99.

Walk into a bookshop and there are plenty of books relating near-death experiences, visions of
angels, and journeys to heaven and back — but what does the Bible have to say about hcaven?
Richard Brooks tells us in twelve compelling chapters using the Book of Revelation as a door
through which we glimpse the “many mansions” of heaven. Various facets of heaven are opened to
us, such as the bliss, the vision and the rest of heaven. We are told the way to heaven and warned
about the -awful alternative if we do not come to Christ for Salvation. Each chapter ends with an
extract from a past writer, including Richard Baxter, John Bunyan, J. C. Ryle and C. H. Spurgeon.
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This book forms part of the Focus on Faith series which aims to open up key themes in the
Westminster Confession of Faith, though the author refers very little to the Confession. Richard
Brooks, pastor of York Evangelical Church, has already written several books, including The Lamb
is All the Glory (Welwyn Commentary on Revelation).

Mr. Brooks explains his aim in writing The Doors of Heaven. “It was said of the Puritan minister,
Richard Sibbes, ‘heaven was in him, before he was in heaven’. Oh! that the same could be said of
us as well, and that these very modest studies of what is so great and glorious a doctrine would assist
to that end.” [ closed this book longing for heaven! S.K.E.

Shall Everyone be Saved? J. M. Brentnall. Sovereign Grace Union. pp. 8. 25p.

This seeks to defend Limited Atonement and Particular Redemption from the attacks of
Universalists by correctly explaining certain Bible texts which appear to teach that Christ died for
all and that all will be saved. This is a useful and readable booklet. All Scripture quotations are from
the KJV. LR.B.

“God Gave Me” Touch — Taste — Sight — Smell — Hearing — Feelings. Catherine
MacKenzie, illustrated by Angie Sage. Christian Focus Publications. 8 hardboard
pages.

Small children will undoubtedly enjoy this series of six books. The small size, 6" x 3"
approximately, makes them easy to handle. The large print and colourful modern pictures will
encourage those who have just learned to read, as well as the younger child who is read to. The aim
of the series is to teach an awareness of, and a thankfulness for, the many blessings of everyday
life experienced through the senses. Those who use, and teach children from the AV will find the
quotations and Scripture verses on each page from the NIV, a disappointment. O.C.M.

An Age of Lawlessness. James Ormiston. Sovereign Grace Union. pp. 8. 25p.

Written by a former editor of the Gospel Magazine but modernised and adapted for our own wicked
age, this useful booklet shows that God speaks against the sins of our own day as found in 2 Timothy
3:1-5, and where society is defying God. It concludes with an urgent plea for the lawless to return
to Christ. LR.B.

The King’s Castles. Kitty Anthony. The Banner of Trust Trust, ISBN 0 851517 77 3.
pp. 100, hardback. £3.95.

Twao years in the lives of cight-ycar-old Lily and her eleven-year-old brother Norman. Their spiritual
awakening is traced through the four chapters in a story of adventure and fantasy. While there are
moments of suspense the narrative becomes pedantic-at times for readers on this side of the Atlantic.
More a book for a birthday than a Sunday School prize. O.C.M.

I Corinthians. Paul Barnett. Christian Focus Publications, ISBN 185792 598 X. pp.
320, paperback. £8.99

One of the almost unavoidable limitations of “popular” commentaries is that they cannot hope to
please all the people all the time — space does not allow for detailed discussions and so on. However,
it is rare to find an example of the genre which is as likely to please so few people so often as this one.

The author, @ Sydney bishop, holds to the integrity of the text, and has an apparently sound
hermencutic. However, he seems to be governed by a desire not to offend any flavour of
“evangelicalism™ at any costs. The treatment of the charismata is unlikely to offend - or truly satisfy
-~ Charismatics of various shades. The bricf treatment of justification is good — as far as it goes.
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The author struggles between giving the overview and more detailed exposition; the end result is
a somewhat confused read for those who attempt to follow him.
This book is not recommended as the first choice for anyone who wishes to study

1 Corinthians, though it is not without use for those who are able to expand their libraries. E
-J.M.

Heaven. J. C. Ryle. Christian Focus Publications, ISBN 1 871676 75 4. pp. 96,
paperback. £3.99.

This large print edition is gleaned from Practical Religion and other writings of J. C. Ryle and
<hould have a wide circulation. Within the 96 pages the reader will find his “hope” of heaven is a
glad certainty, while being reminded that “heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people”. J. C.
Rvle quotes the AV — it is regrettable that it has been thought necessary to alter some of the verses.

0.CM.

The Centrality of the Cross. Samuel Champion. Sovereign Grace Union. 25p.

This little booklet is adapted and beautifully written with the view of showing forth the doctrine of
the Cross, and therefore advocating that there is only one way of salvation. Scripture is appositely
and extensively quoted from the AV, and would be useful for those seeking salvation or those new
in the faith. It lays to the ground many errors. LR.B.

Joshua. Dale Ralph Davis. Christian Focus Publications, ISBN 1 857926 02 1. pp.
204, paperback. £7.99

This title is one of the Focus on the Bible series, and Joshua — No Falling Word is a reprint of a
Baker title. The author’s aims, set out in the Preface, is to “provide a model of what a pastor can do
if he will sweat over the Hebrew text and assume that the text as we have it is bread from God for
His people”. His approach is hermeneutical — to seek to understand the relevance of the words in
the original context, and then to apply the lessons to today. He does this very well.

The book is helpful in that it follows broad themes, showing the purpose of the book, as well as
in expounding verses and passages so that apparent problems are resolved (such as what was the
sequence of events when the nation crossed Jordan?), and difficulties are made clear (such as
Rahab’s lie).

Clearly the author is a pastor, for he always has congregations in mind in his application.

The book is obviously American, and some allusions may leave non-Americans in the dark. There
is an attempt to be contemporary in the style, and in some chapter headings (“How to Listen to a
Shady Lady Story” — Rahab; “War Wrap-up”; “What Can an Altar Alter?” and so on). ’

That said, this is a helpful book since the author is so careful to place the whole story of Joshua
in the context of the revelation of redemption, and to show the links back to Abraham and forward
to the Lord Jesus Christ. The many footnotes provide much additional information, and offer helpful
suggestions for further reading. A worthy attempt. E.J.M.

Jesus Christ or Mohammed? F. S. Copplestone. Christian Focus Publications,
ISBN 1 857925 88 2. pp. 160, paperback. £4.99.

This analysis of the differences between the Bible and the Koran has been updated. Quotations are
from the NIV. It is well produced, well set out, well informed, treats Islam faithfully, and is superior
to many modern books which gloss over everything.

However, Islam as practiced, bears about as much relationship to the Koran as, say, traditional
Romanism in Mexico does to the Bible. How one came from the other would puzzle an observer,
unless he knew the history. The Koran is Islam, but so also are inspired tradition (historical
adaptation), and the inspired commentaries of the great doctors on the Koran. Non-Muslim
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interpretations do not impress Muslims, especially as they see it as above human truth and so above
our logic. Forcing Muslims into logical impasses does not convert them.

There are books in English by Copts and ex-Muslims who understand both Islam and Christianity
thoroughly and are unanswerable. Let this book give you a start. E.M.

Only a Prayer Meeting. C. H. Spurgeon. Christian Focus Publications, ISBN
1 857925 99 8. pp. 250, hardback. £9.99.

If asked, most believers would agree that the prayer meeting is the power-house of the Church.
When, then, is the prayer meeting the least regarded gathering in the Church programme? C. H.
Spurgeon was aware of this when he prepared this famous exhortation to prayer. He considered the
prayer meeting to be the heart beat of the Church and this book is a collection of his exhortations to
prayer; charming, challenging and cheering. If you wanted to find out how Spurgeon fuelled his
Church for everyday Christian living and a life of prayer, there is no better starting place than Only
a Prayer Meeting.

He writes: “How could we expect a blessing if we were too idle to ask for it? How could we look
for a Pentecost if we never met with one accord in one place to wait upon the Lord? Brethren, we
shall never see much change for better in our Churches in general until the prayer meeting occupies
a higher place in the esteem of Christians.”

This book deserves to be read for our God is a rewarder of His people who seek His face
according to His will. T.B.

A City Not Forsaken — A History of Christian Witness in Gower Street and
Shaftesbury Avenue Chapel. Richard Stonelake. Quinta Press, ISBN 1 897856 07 5.
pp- 130, paperback.

This fascinating book traces the origins of the Shaftesbury Avenue Chapel in central London back
to the preaching of William Huntingdon in the capital in 1780. Some of his hearers formed the

" Church which opened the Gower Street Chapel in July 1820. William Gadsby, a notable 19th
century Strict Baptist pastor, preached at the opening services and a short time later Henry Fowler
became the first pastor. The Church worshipped in several locations in London before settling in its
present building which had once been the Soho Baptist Chapel.

The second minister, Edward Blackstock, had previously been pastor at Potton, Bedfordshire,
where | am now pastor. Blackstock kept changing his views on baptism and on admission to the
Lord’s table, so that Gadsby refused to preach at Gower Street. As a result, another congregation
was formed which rejoined the Gower Street Church when Blackstock left for Woverhampton. The
present minister, David Philpott, became pastor in January 1996.

Besides relating details of the pastors, there is also a-list of deacons.and information about the
formation of the Sunday School and the leading families in the life of the Church.

The title of this book, A City Not Forsaken, comes from Isaiah 62:12, and the author, Richard
Stonelake, a deacon of the Church, was first brought to the chapel as a baby in 1938. This book is
a testimony to the faithfulness of God’s people, but more importantly, of His faithfulness to this
local Church over the past 150 years. S.K.E.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.

Matters to do with the contents of The Gospel Magazine should be sent to:
The Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 1BT. Tel. 01547 528815.
Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details opposite).




