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For the rest of the booklet, the author presents us with some vital biblical principles that can help guide
us through this “minefield”. Although developed and applied in some detail for us, they are basically three
in number: (1) God has made all humans in His likeness and we are therefore unique; (2) Human life
begins at conception; (3) God instituted marriage for the production, nurture and care of children. They
are to be cared for by married men and women in a life-long union.

In the closing chapters, Dr. Davies presents us with a very clear and powerful Gospel application.
Anyone reading this will be left in no doubt as to the only way to obtain eternal life through Christ.
Thought provoking for Christians and non-Christians alike, it is a good place to start if we wish to be
acquainted with this moral issue. B.G.

Singing to the Lord. Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Bryntirion Press. pp. 92, paperback. £4.50. ISBN
185049 194 1.

Here we have four previously unpublished sermons on Ephesians 5:18-20 dealing with what can be a
controversial subject. Should we sing psalms only? Well-respected hymns only? What about modern
hymns/songs? Are some instruments unsuitable for church use? What constitutes public worship? With
very little personal bias the author seeks to put Paul’s words in context and explain what he meant and
how they apply to our time.

If you claim to have run short of topics for which to praise God, the final sermon is an absolute treasure
trove. Scripture quotations are from the KIV/AV. RS

The Tabletalk of Martin Luther. Christian Heritage (Christian Focus Publications). pp. 482,
hardback. £15.99. ISBN 1 85792 415 0.

Martin Luther’s Tabletalk — subtitled “Luther’s comments on life, the church and the Bible” — was first
published in 1566. It became so widely read that more than 80,000 copies were burned by order of Pope
Gregory XIII. In 1626 a carefully preserved copy was found and given to a certain Captain Henry Bell,
who spent five out of a ten-year imprisonment translating it. It was published by order of the House of
Commons in 1646. The Christian Heritage edition (2003), translated and edited by William Hazlitt (1778-
1830), contains not only the Tabletalk but also an introduction by Hazlitt; a preface by a close companion
of Luther’s, Dr. John Aurifaber (Goldschmidt), written in 1569; and a condensed life of Luther by
Alexander Chalmers. This is followed by eight pages of Luther’s catechism on the Ten Commandments,
the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer; then seven pages of lighter “Miscellaneous” remarks, and
finally four pages of Relative Duties required of fifteen classes of people.

For the main part (377 pages), the term Tabletalk is a little misleading, because the contents consist of
notes of his “discourses . . . opinions . . . cursory observations . . . in walks, during performance of clerical
duties, and at table” (page 14). Whatever the occasion, we are assured that Luther’s words are complete
and authentic. His words come across as pronouncements because there is very seldom any indication of
specific question, discussion or conversation that gave rise to the opinion being expressed in the first
place. There are 918 of these opinions spread over forty-five subject headings. The longest of these
headings is “Antichrist”, with thirty pages containing eighty-nine statements, and the shortest is
“Purgatory”, with one opinion on half a page. Naturally the subjects are those in the forefront of Luther’s
work and times, but even so they have an application needed today as much as in the 16th century.
This is an attractive volume with a colour print of Luther on the cover, and the extras noted above make
it good value. It is strongly bound as befits a book which entailed such diligence in its recording and
danger in its preservation. G.FHH.

God Delivers — Isaiah simply explained. Derek Thomas. Evangelical Press Welwyn Commentary
Series. pp. 416, paperback. £13.95. ISBN 0 85234 290 X.

This is a reprint of the 1991 edition using the NIV. The author, formerly minister of an evangelical
Presbyterian church in Belfast, is an Assistant Professor at the Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson,
USA. He divides his commentary into nine parts, these being sub-divided into forty chapters covering
Isaiah’s sixty-six. Each chapter has clear headings and ends with a useful brief summary. There are several
maps and date charts of kings and prophets, and at the end there are eighteen pages of references showing
the breadth of research undertaken, John Calvin and E. J. Young being the mainstays.
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Derek Thomas accepts Isaiah as the single author of the whole book and is scornful of liberals who
“have detected . . . the work of yet another hand - Tritro-Isaiah!” He is not in any doubt about the prophecy
of Christ being born of a virgin (7:14) and disposes convincingly of other views often heard by saying
“Isaiah meant and said ‘virgin’.” (page 76).

He is sceptical of the interpretation of 11:11, 12 and other passages like it, that refer them, in part, to
“the creation of the state of Israel in 1948”. His view is that “what happened in 1948 is just a signal for
what will happen . . . at Christ’s second corning” (pages 111, 112).

Throughout his commentary, Derek Thomas relates the events spoken of by Isaiah to parallels in our
day. Isaiah lived in troubled, unstable times and “the church that Isaiah knew was apostate” (page 365).
Astrology was rife (41:22, 47:13-15) in 700 BC and “plays a significant part in the lives of millions today”
(page 313). There are (or were in 1991 when Derek Thomas wrote) 10,000 full-time astrologers in the
USA, and in Britain there are colleges which issue diplomas in astrology (page 268)! Just as the people
of Judah learnt nothing from Sennacherib’s invasion and were unprepared for the Babylonian invasion
less than a century later, so we in the West have learnt virtually nothing from two world wars. “As in
Isaiah’s day, so now, there is a lack of [national] repentance evidenced in the face of calamity” (page 162).
It is applications like these that make this book both instructive and enjoyable. It is a masterly
compression of Isaiah’s book into forty clear, readable chapters that constantly remind the reader that
“God is faithful in the blessings He sends, but He is no less faithful in chastisement and judgement” (page
15), although His ultimate aim is mercy and assured hope for His faithful remnant. G.FHH.

Faith and Revelation. Thomas Halyburton. The James Begg Society. pp. xv + 439. £12.99 incl.
postage from 20 Abbotswell Crescent, Kincorth, Aberdeen, AB12 5AR.

This third volume of the Works of Thomas Halyburton deals with an apparently dated subject, that of
deism. However, as the Introduction by Joel Beeke shows, modern liberalism, with its insistent denial on
the miraculous, and its rationalistic framework, is the natural successor of this philosophical movement.
Halyburton exposes the failure of even the best deists (and some were good and noble men, such as
Benjamin Franklin), who had no means of explaining or dealing with sin, and had no ground on which to
insist on obedience to their own perceived rules.

Those who deny the divine revelation are doomed to a life of scrabbling after a feeble and ultimately
worthless system that cannot bring a crumb of eternal comfort. Such were the deists, and such are the
modern liberals. Readers of this book will be better armed in understanding the motives of these men, and
in answering them. A thoroughly useful work. The James Begg Society are to be thanked for reintroducing
Halyburton to another generation of Christian readers. EJM. °

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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