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His death

Shortly after his 82nd birthday, he felt himself failing and the end approaching.
He collected his papers together, and arranged his accounts, anxious that his
affairs should not be left in a state of confusion.

He greatly wished to testify to the last of the Lord's goodness From his bed he
asked for this verse to be written out, signed it and dated it as his dying testimony:

"Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are.
While on His breast I lean my head,
And breathe my life out sweetly there."

His last words

"Mine has been a life of goodness and mercy." "I shall be satisfied when I awake
with thy likeness." So he gently passed away.

His funeral

It was quiet, with no show or ostentation. J. C. Martin wrote: "He was a noble
standard bearer and wielded the sword of the Spirit bravely and fearlessly. He
knew nothing of compromise where the Truth and honour of God are involved.
He was unswerving in his determination to maintain complete and intact the truth
as it is in Jesus."

So passed from this earthly scene - a man of remarkable generosity, spirituality,
and unfailing kindness. He was a Barnabas who continually sought to encourage
others; by any standard, a remarkable man, because the grace of God was so •
clearly evident in his life. J. C. Martin was surely right when he described him as
a remarkable man.

LESSONS
1. Use oftime

How could he write so much with all his parish work? He was in the habit of
redeeming the time; an early riser, he made use of the passing moments. He kept
a notebook in his pocket and wrote down every important incident occurred, and
thoughts which came to him. Psalm 90:12: "So teach us to number our days, that
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom."

2. Value oftracts and small booklets
In his parochial visitations he felt the need for good simple literature to give
to people. He wrote Walks and Talks with Jesus, and 209,000 were printed,
The Mornings with Jesus: Evenings with Jesus, Conversations by the Way. He
distributed certain of Ryle's tracts. Here was a man desirous of winning the lost
to Christ and who used all the means at his disposal.
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3. Preached the Gospel experimentally

The grace of God is something to be experienced, not an intellectual exercise.
There has to be the experience of these things in the heart. We need a recovery of
experimental heart-warming religion, of "did not our hearts bum within us, while
he talked with us by the way?".

4. Doctrinal preaching does not quell evangelistic zeal
Doudney was firm in the doctrines of grace. He preached, visited and wrote with
one clear object - the salvation of souls. Psalm 11:30: "He that winneth souls is
wise." Doudney often quoted Cennick's verse:

"Then will I tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I have found.
I'll point to the atoning blood
And say, 'Behold the way to God'."

. 5. Protestant
He knew well RC teaching, and challenged an RC priest to substantiate his
doctrine. He opposed false doctrine in the C of E. Rome has not changed, only
in outward cosmetic changes, and semper edem - always the same - is still
true today.

Books
Retracings and Renewings, Credentials of the Christian Ministry, and Led
and Fed.

--e--

The Bible - God's Love Letter
STAN K. EVERS (Potton, Beds)

THOMAS WATSON, the Puritan divine, described the Bible as a love letter from
God written over a period of many years and using a variety of human authors to
assist Him. We can read this letter - the longest love letter in the world - in a year
but it provides a lifetime of study. No scholar has exhausted this amazing letter
and it provides an unlimited source of material for preachers facing the same
congregation year after year.

The lover of our souls
God in the love letter of the Bible is at pains to assure us of His love. He warns
us that those who reject His love will suffer eternal death, though He does not
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desire that sinners should suffer the torments of hell. Hear His appeal through the
prophet Ezekiel: "Say to them, As I live saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked; but that he may turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn
ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die?" (Ezekiel 33:11). We turn from our
"evil ways" when we obey His voice in "the holy Scriptures which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Timothy
3:15). Salvation comes from Christ alone who died on the cross in the place of
penitent sinners. The only authentic record of who Christ is and what He said and
did is in "the holy Scriptures".

God was so concerned for those who would not read His Word in the Scriptures
or listen to His Word through the prophets that He sent His own dear Son to
earth to display His love (John 3:16). Sending the Lord Jesus Christ added a
new section to the divine love letter, that portion which we now know as the
New Testament.

How to read God's love letter

How would we feel if a letter sent to someone we love was left unread or even
torn up? God feels sad, and angry, when day after day we leave this love letter
unopened. An unread Bible suggests an unsaved soul. Love to God reveals itself
in love for His Word.

Let me propose three guidelines for reading God's love letter:

1. Be diligent

The sheer size of God's Word makes it more difficult to read than a letter from a
friend, therefore we must discipline ourselves to spend time every day for Bible
reading. A Welsh pastor, Geoff Thomas, offers some useful advice: "Just as most
men each morning allow themselves ten minutes before a shaving mirror to clear
the stubble of their beards, and all of us set aside times to eat our meals each day,
so we must create time to read the Bible." The time of day and the length of time
will depend on individual circumstances, mental ability and spiritual maturity.
However, we will only grow as Christians and derive profit from preaching if we
follow the example of the Bereans who "received the word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the scriptures daily" (Acts 17:11).

2. Be systematic

We read a letter in an orderly way, we ought also to read God's love letter
systematically to gain maximum benefit. There are useful notes available, such as
The Geneva Bible Reading Notes. but we must remember that the number of
chapters covered each day is not important but understanding what we have read,
is. To read without understanding is rather like a small child learning his tables
by rote without the remotest idea as to the significance of what he is reciting!
As we read we should keep our eyes open for the Saviour who said, "Search the
scriptures ... for they testify of me" (John 5:39).
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3. Be prayerful

As we read the Bible we pray with David: "Open thou mine eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of thy law" (Psalm 119:18). Unaided we cannot
understand God's Word, but He who has given this love letter will explain it to us!

We shall see the lover ofour souls!
One day reading the Word of God will cease because we will see the God of the
Word. Then we will see and be like the Living Word of whom we have read in the
written Word. In heaven, we will realise how much the lover of our souls loves
us and we will love with perfect love because we will have perfect hearts!
Meanwhile, we are to keep reading the Bible - a love letter sent to us from the
heart of God.

--e--

The News and Nehemiah?
R. DEMEREY (Wimborne)

Have you ever wondered why the Bible is so selective in its history?
As I began to study the book of Nehemiah in preparation for our Sunday morning
services this term, I found myself wondering how on earth the story of this small
displaced nation in 445 Be can possibly relate to us in England, in AD 2003.
How does it help us when we find ourselves bewildered and bombarded by
the constantly unsettling news of the day? Iraq, with the debates surrounding the
rights and wrongs of the war; the mess surrounding the death of Dr. David Kelly;
the arguments about asylum seekers, and so on. What is the point of looking
into the history of the Jewish nation? In fact how does the Bible justify its
extraordinarily narrow view of history?

Think about it: the Bible starts with the account of how the world was
created and ends with the account of how the world will end, but in the middle it
only focuses on one geographical area on the planet. It presents itself as a global
book, claiming to tell us about God, human life and everything that matters, and
yet for the majority of its pages, we focus in on the to-ings and fro-ings of one
tiny tribe in the Middle East! Why do we read nothing of the great empires of
Egypt, Babylon and Persia, to say nothing of the glories of Greece and Rome?
Why, instead, do we read so much about this tribe of Jews: their highs and
lows, their names and place, their leaders and people? And why, in the second
part, does it finish with such a tiny cult in the comer of the Roman Empire? For
a history of "life, the world and everything", the Bible does seem to have a
strangely narrow focus.
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This, of course, is one of the reasons why the Bible seems so irrelevant to the
modem mindset. In the global village in which we now live, where we rub
shoulders with so many different cultures and philosophies, the idea of the Bible
being universally relevant to all people at all times seems highly unlikely. People
allow that it is important for Jewish and Christian people, as their truth, but it can
hardly be considered an authority for everyone, because it is so narrow!

In some ways, it would be nice to be able to agree with that objection and lie
down quietly in our comer, but the Bible itself won't let us do that! Because it
claims to be a book that tells about the "God of Heaven", as Nehemiah calls Him.
Not a tribal god, not a local deity, not a member of the Pantheon, but the God of
heaven and earth. Time and time again, the Jewish people are told that their God
is the true and living God. And what that means is this: whatever this God does
and says is entirely relevant to all people, in all places, at all times.

And so when we read of the story of the Jews, we are reading about the nature
and work of the God who gave us our life, breath and everything else. As we
watch the to-ing and fro-ing of the Jewish people, we catch a glimpse of how
the God of heaven works in our world and begin to see His extraordinary and
wonderful character. And as we follow the story all the way through to the greatest
Jew of them all, the One who was born in a stable, crucified on a cross and risen
from the dead, we begin to understand that God's plan of rescue ends up applying
to us as well.

And once we have seen Jesus, once we realise that He is the connection
between us and the living God, once we see that He promises to bring us to the
new world, the new heavens and the new earth, then we realise that it doesn't
matter quite so much that the Bible contains such a narrow history of the world:
because it tells us all we need to know about the God who makes sense of life now
and who gives us a promise of hope for the future.

And that brings us back to the News and to Nehemiah: what does this portion
of Jewish history teach us about how to respond to our world today? What does
the reaction of this Jewish leader to his current affairs have to tell us about how
we are to react to our current affairs? Here are four summary themes:

1. Confidence in the sovereignty of God
When the people had been rescued from Babylon, they still lacked a Temple and
a city: but the story of Ezra-Nehemiah is one of the mighty hand of God working
His purpose out to rebuild the temple and the city wall. He stands as sovereign
over world leaders - He controlled Cyrus and used him to bring the Jews out of
exile in Babylon: " the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make
a proclamation " (Ezra 1:1). He controlled King Artaxerxes, making him
promote Ezra, "the king had granted him everything he asked for, for the hand
of the Lord was on him" (Ezra 7:6), and allow Nehemiah to leave, "because
the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted me my requests"
(Nehemiah 2:8).
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Do we believe God can control Tony Blair, George Bush and Osama Bin Laden?
If He can control Cyrus and Artaxerxes, then He can surely control leaders today.
We are to have confidence in the mighty and awesome God of heaven.

2. Passion for the people of God
Nehemiah was passionate about the people of God, the people to whom God had
covenanted Himself. Even though he was working as a high-ranking official in
the court of the most powerful king in the Ancient Near East, all he was concerned
about was the state of Israel. We should be passionate about the Christian Church
in our western world and in our nation. That's what should dominate our thoughts
and emotions.

Do we listen to BBC or the Bible? What frightens us the most? The possibility
of the Western world being destroyed by terrorists or of the Church being
destroyed by false teaching? What moves us to tears? The economic decline of the
nation or the catastrophic decline of the Church? What do we confess to God? Our
lack of personal comfort or our lack of personal holiness? Where is our passion
for God's people?

3. Prayer for the work of God
Nehemiah was an extraordinarily efficient and accomplished leader and
motivator. In today's terms, he was a great activist. But the secret of his success
lay not with his abilities, but with his prayers. He would bring everything before
God in prayer. He would pray for long periods of fasting and mourning
(Nehemiah 1:4). He would pray arrow prayers at moments of crisis (Nehemiah
2:4). He prayed eloquently, he prayed simply. He sued God for His promises, he
asked God to remember him. His life was suffused with prayer.

Just as Nehemiah faced the seemingly impossible task of rebuilding the walls
of Jerusalem, so we face the seemingly impossible task of restoring the Church.
Our success will depend on our prayer, because God works as His people seek His
face in humble, believing prayer. How high a priority is the central prayer meeting
for you?

4. Hunger for the Word of God
Finally, the time of Ezra and Nehemiah was the time the people rediscovered the
Word of God. They brought it out, dusted it down, read it out and explained it
carefully to the people (Nehemiah 8). It transformed the nation: they wept when
they first heard it, and then celebrated because they understood the words of God.
It was the time when the Jews became "the people of the Book", because their
delight was in the law of the Lord. They saw the words of God as law to be
obeyed and revelation to be understood. It informed their prayer and transformed
their worship.

That is what the Church needs today - the enrichment and strength that comes
from a full understanding of God's Word. And that is what our world and



The Gospel Magazine 31

specifically our nation needs today - a Church that is emboldened by the Word of
God to proclaim the works of God, so that all people might tum and be saved.

So let us pray for confidence, passion, prayer and hunger this term ahead and
watch as the God ofHeaven rebuilds His Church!

--e--

Book Reviews
Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised (King
James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn readers
by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position ofthe Gospel Magazine remains true
to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we name another
translation does not mean we endorse it.

Judaism is not Jewish (a friendly critique of the Messianic Movement). Baruch Maoz. Christian
Focus Publications. pp. 399. £10.99. ISBN I 857927877.

It appears to your reviewer, that the world-wide Christian leadership, long exercised by the Western
Church, is diminishing, and that place is being taken by Hebrew Christians, intellectually, spiritually,
and practically.

It is with thankfulness, therefore, that one reads of the principal elder, Baruch Maoz, of the Church in
Jerusalem, which, not Rome, is our mother Church, standing up against the attempts to hive off the Jewish
Christians from the rest of us. The Messianic Movement has tendencies which whilst unclear to lis
outsiders, were worrying if our estimate of them was correct. They appeared to be an attempt to return to
justification by lawkeeping and Judaism's rabbinic tradition, thus nullifying God's free grace. What was
needed was one who had a thorough inside knowledge of the issues at stake, could distinguish finely, and
had the courage, standing and authority to speak out, fairly and lovingly.

The book also deals with another claim, that a Jew's identity is adherence to Rabbinic Judaism. The
common accusation that Christians added the New Testament to the Scriptures, is answered in that •
Judaism has added the Talmud.

The book is in two parts, a theological assessment and a practical assessment. The theology is
thoroughly biblical. There are appendices, a glossary of Hebrew words, and indexes of both Scripture
references and subjects.

May the Lord Jesus be exalted in His purity, free from the growing Gentile immorality and the Jewish
scruples threatening the very fabric of our ark of salvation. E.M.

The Holy War - A Modern English Version. John Bunyan. Thelma H. Jenkins. Evangelical Press.
pp. 180, paperback. £5.95. ISBN °85234 267 5.

Whilst not as well known as The Pilgrim sProgress, this is the story of the soul being conquered by the
Lord Jesus Christ, told by one who had as a Parliamentary soldier been in the taking of Leicester by siege.
The allegory is of the city of Mansoul. The defender is Prince Diabolus, and the lawful Prince, Emmanuel,
uses the arts of warfare to take it. You will find that the taking of your own soul by the Lord Jesus Christ
is wonderfully portrayed.

With updatings, one always fears loss of the power of the pungent, direct and appealing language of the
old, so evident in modem versions of the Bible, and textual alteration to suit today's halting between all
scholarly opinions. Mrs. Thelma Jenkins has managed to retain Bunyan's vigour and is true to him, whilst
removing archaisms which might impede some readers.

Much of what is sold in Christian bookshops is superficial and even dubious. As one such bookshop
manager said to me looking at his wares, "1 wouldn't advise anyone to buy this stuff'. This is in
reasonable print, and the appending of Newton's hymn, The Heart Taken, and Scripture references, is
helpful. This would make a good present, even to yourself. E.M.
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The Old Testament Explained and Applied. Gareth Crossley. Evangelical Press. pp. 866,
hardback. £29.95. ISBN 0 85234 523 2.

Overviews of the Old Testament appear regularly, meeting a need, in that increasingly believers know
their Bible in parts, but not as a whole. This is the more so with the growing decline both in daily Bible
reading, attendance at Bible studies and at second Sunday services. So basic guides to overall Scripture
are becoming necessary. This book is designed for continuous reading.

Dr. Crossley was Pastor of a large Reformed Baptist Church, which grew considerably under his
ministry, and writes as an unashamed believer in the Word of God in the fullest sense. It is a pleasant book
to handle, clearly laid out. Each book has a title page, giving the meaning of the book's name and its
author, and key thought and verse. Each book's contents, historical setting, outline, reference to Christ and
His Church, and application with conclusion is given. Problems are discussed as far as space allows.

There are charts showing the actual historical order of the books, and with explanations of complex or
difficult matters, and maps. There is much background material, a useful appendix and many interesting
facts included, with copious biblical references, a topical index giving references to Christ and His
Church, an index of topics, and a general index.

The book gives little about the critical theories on the Old Testament, which is wise. This makes it less
useful for exam purposes, but as the modem approach to the Old Testament is to emphasise Hebrew story
telling, this book has value to the student.

Books like this can be a help or a snare, depending on whether the Bible itself is read, or the book is
used as a substitute. E.M.

The Irish Puritans - James Ussher and the Reformation ofthe Church. Crawford Gribben.
Evangelical Press. pp. 160, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 536 4.

This book, by an Irish scholar from Trinity College, Dublin, concerns the politicisation of the Gospel by
the English in their attempts to control the religion of Ireland, and the damage this has done to the cause
of winning of the Irish for Christ. It speaks uncritically of evangelicalism as having recently changed, and
of Trinity College chapel as having become "Ireland's only ecumenical chapel in 1973". It concludes:
"National flags are what Christians trip over."

It traces the cause of the Gospel in Ireland from Elizabeth 1st's reign, although referring further back.
The gist is the differences between the various Protestants, and so the central figure is Archbishop Ussher
of Armagh, 1581-1652, himself a Puritan, and his charitable attempt to accommodate the consciences of
both Presbyterian and Church of Ireland Protestants, and so unite the Irish Church to evangelise Roman
Catholics with Bedell's translation of Scripture. It foundered.

This approach means, perhaps inevitably, that the Roman Catholic Church and all things and people
Irish, escape more than a little lightly, especially in the North and in the last decades. Not so the
"Planters", the settlers from Scotland and England, Presbyterian internal differences, and the issues
between them and the Independents, and between the Independents and the Baptists occupy much space.
Unsurprisingly, Cromwell emerges as the arch-villain.

Ussher's great scholarship, his wise dating of Creation to the year 4004 BC, his Irish Articles of 1615
as compared to the "often rather vague" (sic) Church of England 1562 Articles, and the formative
influence of the former upon the later Westminster Confession are all shown, as are his great trials from
living in such turbulent times. Little known and, sometimes, unflattering facts about certain well-known
Puritans are given.

I would imagine this book would get a very good review outside Protestant circles. It epitomises today's
changed evangelical position regarding the past, Rome today, and Dr. Paisley, without naming him.

E.M.

Genesis. EP Study Commentary, Volume 1, 1:1-25:18. John D. Currid. Evangelical Press. pp. 476,
hardback. £16:95. ISBN 0 85234 537 2.

This commentary, by a Professor in the Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi, whose
Ph.D. is in archaeology from the Oriental Institute in Chicago University, uses the New American
Standard Bible. The "Introductory Matters" answer both older critical theories and recent unsatisfactory
ones such as "the Framework View". The "Polemical Theology" chapter sheds fresh light on the
background of Genesis 1."Covenant" and "Messiah" are also topics. In the actual comments he deals with
"myth", Evolution is not tackled directly, but the Bible text is made plain.
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Verse by verse comments are not exhaustive, but clear and simple to grasp, not requiring a knowledge
of Hebrew, although some grammatical points are made. Thus it is possible to look up a phrase or word,
and normally to find a useful comment, even in the genealogies. This makes it a valuable tool for the
preacher or leader in preparing.

Good commentaries on Genesis divide into three sorts: those emphasising the spiritual; those the
textual; and those answering the evolutionary hypothesis. An ideal, costly commentary has all three.
Dr. Currid's comments are mainly textual, with a spiritual "Application" at the end of each short chapter.
Evolution humbly claims to be the last word on three fronts: science, philosophy and theology. This book
deals with the theological answer, wisely leaving the other two disciplines to those qualified in these
fields. A good commentary, and worth buying. E.M.

Coming Home to God. O. Palmer Robertson. Evangelical Press. pp. 75, paperback £3.95. ISBN
o85234 538 O.

This is a book for someone who is truly seeking the Lord. In ten short chapters, based on the Parable of
the Prodigal Son, the reader is led to see the emptiness of life, both for those who are successful, in
worldly terms, and for those who are not. The arguments are gentle and based on the theme of "Coming
Home to God" as did the prodigal who came home to find forgiveness of sin and great joy. "Can anything
compare with the joy of such a wonderful discovery" as the Father's forgiveness.

The book moves on quickly in counsel to the new convert to reveal something of the abundant life
which is available as God reveals Himself in His Word. The eternal plan of God will see to it that many
people will come to Him from the East and West, North and South, and sit down at His banqueting table.
This is a book to be recommended. Quotations are from the NIV. T.M.B.

Be Patient, God hasn't finished with me yet! Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp, 128,
paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 524 O.

The sub-title, "Learning from the Life of Jacob", would probably have made a better main title than the
one given to the book. Perhaps it was thought that potential readers would shy away from the word
"Learning" written too large. But teaching and exhorting were surely the aims of the author when his
words were first delivered as sermons, and these two elements still come through strongly when the
sermons are put in book form. The author's words come across as an evangelical message with direct
appeal to the reader, believer or unbeliever. The NKJV is used.

Jacob is presented as deeply flawed as well as immensely blessed. In his early years he was entirely
self-centred, but the grace of God working in him over a long life brought him to know that God's Word
is to be trusted even when it appears foolish to do so. God's gifts are to be received by faith, not by trickery
or by unwise "helping God's purpose along".

The author succeeds in showing the sufficiency of God's grace and the certainty of His purpose and
promises. All is of grace, and the grace that worked in Jacob can work in us too. An encouraging and
enjoyable book that uses an easy style in applying the lessons of Jacob's life to us and our times. Nothing
of God's ever becomes out of date. G.F.H.H.

Human Cloning: Right or Wrong? Eryl Davies. Evangelical Press. pp. 32, paperback. £9.95 for
pack of 10. ISBN 0 85234 551 8.

Many serious issues face modern society and the Church today and another major one will be Human
Cloning. That is the opinion of the author, Dr. Eryl Davies. He is Principal of the Evangelical Theological
College of Wales and editor of Foundations, the magazine of the BEC. Although only a booklet, a
reasonable amount of information has been crammed into its pages. At the commencement, we are
introduced to the weird and bizarre ideas of the Raelian Sect. Active in 84 countries, with at least 60,000
members, it is teaching that etemallife is a strong possibility through the method of cloning. That is, exact
replicas of genetic material are made, with the addition that memories and personalities are transferred to
younger and healthier look-alikes. Should any be tempted to dismiss all this as Science Fiction fantasy,
the author reminds us that serious and successful attempts have been made at cloning animals (remember
"Dolly" the sheep, for example). In addition, the scientific world is carrying out detailed research into
human cloning. If the Raelian Sect is to be believed, they have already conducted the successful cloning
of five babies.
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R.S.

For the rest of the booklet, the author presents us with some vital biblical principles that can help guide
us through this "minefield". Although developed and applied in some detail for us, they are basically three
in number: (1) God has made all humans in His likeness and we are therefore unique; (2) Human life
begins at conception; (3) God instituted maniage for the production, nurture and care of children. They
are to be cared for by manied men and women in a life-long union.

In the closing chapters, Dr. Davies presents us with a very clear and powerful Gospel application.
Anyone reading this will be left in no doubt as to the only way to obtain eternal life through Christ.
Thought provoking for Christians and non-Christians alike, it is a good place to start if we wish to be
acquainted with this moral issue. B.G.

Singing to the Lord. Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Bryntirion Press. pp. 92, paperback. £4.50. ISBN
1 85049 194 1.

Here we have four previously unpublished sermons on Ephesians 5: 18-20 dealing with what can be a
controversial subject. Should we sing psalms only? Well-respected hymns only? What about modem
hymns/songs? Are some instruments unsuitable for church use? What constitutes public worship? With
very little personal bias the author seeks to put Paul's words in context and explain what he meant and
how they apply to our time.

If you claim to have run short of topics for which to praise God, the final sermon is an absolute treasure
trove. Scripture quotations are from the KJV/AY.

The Tabletalk of Martin Luther. Christian Heritage (Christian Focus Publications). pp. 482,
hardback. £15.99. ISBN 1 85792415 O.

Martin Luther's Tabletalk - subtitled "Luther's comments on life, the church and the Bible" - was first
published in 1566. It became so widely read that more than 80,000 copies were burned by order of Pope
Gregory XIII. In 1626 a carefully preserved copy was found and given to a certain Captain Henry Bell,
who spent five out of a ten-year imprisonment translating it. It was published by order of the House of
Commons in 1646. The Christian Heritage edition (2003), translated and edited by William Hazlitt (1778­
1830), contains not only the Tabletalk but also an introduction by Hazlitt; a preface by a close companion
of Luther's, Dr. John Aurifaber (Goldschmidt), written in 1569; and a condensed life of Luther by
Alexander Chalmers. This is followed by eight pages of Luther's catechism on the Ten Commandments,
the Apostles' Creed and the Lord's Prayer; then seven pages of lighter "Miscellaneous" remarks, and
finally four pages of Relative Duties required of fifteen classes of people.

For the main part (377 pages), the term Tabletalk is a little misleading, because the contents consist of
notes of his "discourses ... opinions ... cursory observations ... in walks, during performance of clerical
duties, and at table" (page 14). Whatever the occasion, we are assured that Luther's words are complete
and authentic. His words come across as pronouncements because there is very seldom any indication of
specific question, discussion or conversation that gave rise to the opinion being expressed in the first
place. There are 918 of these opinions spread over forty-five subject headings. The longest of these
headings is "Antichrist", with thirty pages containing eighty-nine statements, and the shortest is
"Purgatory", with one opinion on half a page. Naturally the subjects are those in the forefront of Luther's
work and times, but even so they have an application needed today as much as in the 16th century.
This is an attractive volume with a colour print of Luther on the cover, and the extras noted above make
it good value. It is strongly bound as befits a book which entailed such diligence in its recording and
danger in its preservation. G.F.H.H.

God Delivers - Isaiah simply explained. Derek Thomas. Evangelical Press Welwyn Commentary
Series. pp. 416, paperback. £13.95. ISBN 0 85234 290 X.

This is a reprint of the 1991 edition using the NIY. The author, formerly minister of an evangelical
Presbyterian church in Belfast, is an Assistant Professor at the Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson,
USA. He divides his commentary into nine parts, these being sub-divided into forty chapters covering
Isaiah's sixty-six. Each chapter has clear headings and ends with a useful brief summary. There are several
maps and date charts of kings and prophets, and at the end there are eighteen pages of references showing
the breadth of research undertaken, John Calvin and E. J. Young being the mainstays.
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G.F.H.H.

Derek Thomas accepts Isaiah as the single author of the whole book and is scornful of liberals who
"have detected ... the work of yet another hand - Tritro-Isaiah!" He is not in any doubt about the prophecy
of Christ being born of a virgin (7:14) and disposes convincingly of other views often heard by saying
"Isaiah meant and said 'virgin'." (page 76).

He is sceptical of the interpretation of 11:11, 12 and other passages like it, that refer them, in part, to
"the creation of the state of Israel in 1948". His view is that "what happened in 1948 is just a signal for
what will happen ... at Christ's second coming" (pages 111, 112).

Throughout his commentary, Derek Thomas relates the events spoken of by Isaiah to parallels in our
day. Isaiah lived in troubled, unstable times and "the church that Isaiah knew was apostate" (page 365).
Astrology was rife (41:22, 47: 13-15) in 700 BC and "plays a significant part in the lives of millions today"
(page 313). There are (or were in 1991 when Derek Thomas wrote) 10,000 full-time astrologers in the
USA, and in Britain there are colleges which issue diplomas in astrology (page 268)1 Just as the people
of Judah learnt nothing from Sennacherib's invasion and were unprepared for the Babylonian invasion
less than a century later, so we in the West have learnt virtually nothing from two world wars. "As in
Isaiah's day, so now, there is a lack of [national] repentance evidenced in the face of calamity" (page 162).
It is applications like these that make this book both instructive and enjoyable. It is a masterly
compression of Isaiah's book into forty clear, readable chapters that constantly remind the reader that
"God is faithful in the blessings He sends, but He is no less faithful in chastisement and judgement" (page
IS), although His ultimate aim is mercy and assured hope for His faithful remnant.

Faith and Revelation. Thomas Halyburton. The James Begg Society. pp. xv + 439. £12.99 inc!.
postage from 20 Abbotswell Crescent, Kincorth, Aberdeen, AB 12 5AR.

This third volume of the Works of Thomas Halyburton deals with an apparently dated subject, that of
deism. However, as the Introduction by Joel Beeke shows, modern liberalism, with its insistent denial on
the miraculous, and its rationalistic framework, is the natural successor of this philosophical movement.
Halyburton exposes the failure of even the best deists (and some were good and noble men, such as
Benjamin Franklin), who had no means of explaining or dealing with sin, and had no ground on which to
insist on obedience to their own perceived rules.

Those who deny the divine revelation are doomed to a life of scrabbling after a feeble and ultimately
worthless system that cannot bring a crumb of eternal comfort. Such were the deists, and such are the
modern liberals. Readers of this book will be better armed in understanding the motives of these men, and
in answering them. A thoroughly useful work. The James Begg Society are to be thanked for reintroducing
Halyburton to another generation of Christian readers. E.J.M.•

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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