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blind purposeless processes over vast aeons of time produced all the diversity of
plant and animal life culminating in man.

John Blanchard tells us all these things and so much more that one cannot put
too high a value on this book which is a rich source of information and will
be much consulted. It is a brilliant defence of the faith and it finishes where
all Christian books about atheism should finish, by glorifying Him who upholds
all things by the Word of His power. T.B.

Sound of Trumpets. Faith Cook. The Banner of Truth Trust.
The author is a gifted biographical writer and has a rare penchant for getting to
the "root of things". In Singing in the Fire she highlighted perseverence; in this
new book she emphasises a note of triumph over great adversity.

The men and women highlighted by Faith Cook are not likely to be known to
some readers but by the time reading is completed, not only Archibald Brown,
John Nelson, Tom Bamado, but also Colonel James Gardiner, Christine Watt,
Samuel Pearce and Sally Wesley will have stirred one's feelings. J.C.

Saving Grace. John Cheesman. The Banner of Truth Trust.

This book is a complete revision of a work originally published by the Trust in
1972 as The Grace of God in the Gospel.

The author, Vicar of St. James' Church, Westgate, Ramsgate, Kent, shows from
Scripture that man's only hope is in the grace of God. Saving grace is the answer
for those who cannot save themselves - and that means everyone.

At the end of each of the eight chapters there are questions which might be
voiced by someone who disagrees or who has doubts about what has been written.
There is then a brief attempt to answer each question.

On reflection, after reading the 136 pages, the words of the Lord Jesus Christ,
"Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip", may
speak with renewed meaning. J.C.

The Holy Spirit (Puritan Paperbacks). John Owen. The Banner 'of Truth
Trust. pp. 208. £3.50.
Reading John Owen is not easy! So we are indebted to Dr. R. J. K. Law for
preparing this "abridged and made easy to read" (to quote the subtitle) version of
John Owen's work on the Holy Spirit, first published in 1674. To condense
Owen's 650 pages in Volume 3 of his Works (Banner of Truth edition) to this
208 pages paperback is a remarkable achievement indeed. In this abridgement the
Bible is quoted throughout in the New King James Version.

The Publisher's Preface slots this book into its historical context. John Owen
had problems with three groups: the Socinians, who denied the deity of the Holy
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Spirit; the Quakers, who advocated mysticism; and the Enthusiasts, who claimed
direct revelation from God and extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit. Therefore
this reprint of Owen is especially useful because of the confusion today
concerning the Holy Spirit resulting from Charismatic teaching and the
Toronto Blessing.

After proving from the Scriptures that the Spirit is a divine Person, Owen deals
with His ministry in the Old Testament, followed by chapters on His work in
Christ and in His Body, the Church. Several chapters explain the Spirit's work in
regeneration and sanctification. Other chapters focus on election as a motive to
holiness, God's command to be holy and how the Holy Spirit's activities relate to
Christ as the Prophet, Priest and King. The final chapter is about the difficulties
of holy living in an unholy world because of indwelling sin in the Christian's soul.

Owen on the Holy Spirit is one of several books, published by the Banner of
Truth, presenting "the treasures of John Owen for today's readers". Reading these
books would surely bring great blessing to the Church at the present time.
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