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the headquarters of the Children of God in the UK. I remember carrying around
with me Christian books on Theology. I witnessed a strict regime in the Children
of God. I left the Children of God and went to a Pentecostal Conference in
Minehead, and Derrick Prince was the preacher. However, I returned for some
time to Bromley. Then I left the Children of God and returned to Ireland. Later I
returned to England and lived in Oxford, where I got into a very sinful lifestyle.

Prison in Oxford

Prom time to time I made contact with Christians in the Brethren and the
Assemblies of God. I attended Westminster Chapel in London and heard Dr.
Glynn Owen preach. Meanwhile I worked as a fence erector for a company in
Oxford. I ended up in prison on remand for violence and breaking up a nightclub,
whilst being drunk, with other people. Prison life was miserable.

A Pentecostal Minister visited me, and he appeared to give me up as a hopeless
case. I went to see the chaplain, who was unable to help me spiritually. I tried
making amends to God. But no sooner was lout of prison I returned to my wicked
lifestyle. When the case came to trial I was let off because I had served three
months on remand and was fined £60.00, to be paid in instalments. This was a
bad crime.

St. Albans
After I was released I lived in St. Albans with my uncle and his wife. Having been
obnoxious I was asked to leave. I found a flat, and lived a most wicked life of sin.

St. Albans Council employed me as a pool attendant in 1973. I even made
an attempt to reform by going to a Brethren Church now and again, but I finally
gave up Christianity, but Christians were praying for me. I went to the Roman
Catholic Church on occasions even though I knew it was wrong in its doctrines.
I became a body builder, and worked in a nightclub in Watford. My life got so
unspeakably wicked. I got involved a little with the Seven-Day Adventist Church.
My soul was sick.

Accidents
I was involved in a car crash, I fell off a racing bike on another occasion and broke
a collarbone (same one I broke as a boy), I also fell off a motorbike, and each time

~. I escaped death.

Near death
The worst time in my life was when I was living in St. Albans with people who
were wicked like myself and taking drugs, and I became dangerously ill, and
developed peritonitis and almost died, but I was rushed to St. Albans Hospital,
and operated on and lived. I was told that I was not far from death. Once again,
God kept me alive. However, I did not repent. The American Missionaries, who I
had known it Cork, had been to see me when I was living there. (They had got my
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details from my father, who I had disgraced.) I put on a show of religion for them
on that and other occasions.

Rebellion against God
I returned to my life of terrible wickedness, and gave up on God. There are many
things that were very wicked which I did, and it would not be glorifying to God
to rehearse them here. In particular, I remember closing the door of the kitchen in
my flat in Wheathampstead in Hertfordshire, and making a conscious decision to
sin as much as I could. I was keeping a track of my sins and thriving in my
wickedness. I remember thinking on the road from Wheathampstead to St.
Albans, very near where the dead body of the Australian heiress was found, that
"God will send them strong delusion that they should believe a lie". That was
describing me, running away from God. I was hardened in my sin, wreathed, and
blind to the Gospel of God. Every overture of grace I simply rejected. I hurt a lot
of people, and sinned greatly against God.

Greater and deeper wickedness

From about 1976 to 1981 I hardly gave God a thought, living a life of terrible
rebellion against God. The hunger strike was happening in the North of Ireland
and I began to think about those men who were dying, and where they were after
death. I saw the hopelessness of the situation. I was working by day and mixed
with the wicked by night. I was living the fast life with a flash car, but I got bored
of committing my sins against God. Grace began to dawn in my soul. The Holy
Spirit was working. I was not looking for God. No one had spoken about God to
me for many years.

Conversion to Christ 't

I was lying on my bed on 27th December 1981, and I remember being restless
with life. I thought about eternity. I never gave a thought to my Roman Catholic
teaching or background. The verses of Scripture, which I had memorised in the
Children of God cult, came back to me. They were from the Authorized Version.
I had a debate in my mind. If I repent now then I will miss all the sinning, but the
answer came, "What if you were to die tonight, where would you go?". "Hell,"
was the reply. I was aware of my awful state, I could no longer fight against God.
I said. "I will repent at the end of my life when I am 70 years or so." The reply
came, "You may not be able to repent then, it is now or never". There was urgency
in the situation.

I was convicted of my sin, my eyes were being opened to the danger, and I was
concerned about the Judgment. I wanted to live. I said, "I would like to make a
new start, and give up all my sin, and live for Christ". The prospect seemed
exciting. I turned to God, and I got out of bed and I went back suddenly to the
kitchen and gripped the door handle of the kitchen door, where I had decided
some years ago that I was going to live a most awful life of wickedness. That was
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the turning point. It was then I repented. God had come down to me and pulled
me up from the mire. I was like a stone in the mire, fast sinking, and I could not
help myself. It had to be sovereign power, and God's grace working. I was not
searching for God, He was searching for me. He inclined me to respond to His
love in Christ.

(To BE CONTINUED)
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Boldness and Access with
Confidence

DUDLEY J. BRADSHAW (Norwich)

" ... in whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith
ofJesus Christ" (Ephesians 3:12)

SURELY this is one of the most utterly amazing and breathtaking privileges that
any man can ever know. Yet it is the privilege of every true believer! And it is
especially wonderful when we consider the unimaginable vastness, power,
holiness, infinity and awesomeness of His Almighty and everywhere present
Being, compared with our insignificance and sinfulness. When we consider that
this God, the one true God, takes up the isles as a very little thing, and counts the
nations as the small dust of the balances, how unspeakably wonderful it is that He
should have anything to do with such specks of dust as we are. I do not wonder
that the Psalmist exclaims in utter amazement, "When I consider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers ... what is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of
man, that thou visitest him?" •

Yet our text states explicitly that all who are His people have boldness and
access with confidence to this so vast and incomprehensible God, at personal
level. And in verse 2 of the chapter the same point is made - that through Jesus
Christ we all, Jews and Gentiles alike, really do have this access. It is a fact, not
simply a pious hope! .

However, before we look at the nature and meaning of this access we must
hedge up the way. For in Hebrews 10: 19 we read that this access is strictly limited
to those who are saved through the blood of Jesus. The way of access is clearly
defined there. It is a new and living way. Verses 19 and 20 put it - "Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a
new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to
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say, his flesh." Here the awesome analogy is made, linking us straight back to the
moment of Christ's dying. As our holy and blessed Saviour - the one whose Name
is Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of
peace - as this utterly glorious Person hung there on Calvary, bearing the weight
of His people's sin in His own body, the veil was still there. That veil of the
Temple, beyond which no man save the high priest might ever go. That veil which
prevented any ordinary man from having access to the presence of God in the
Holy of Holies was still in place. But in the hour of the dying of the Christ,
something awesome and supernatural took place. This mighty Christ, as both
High Priest and Sacrifice, offered Himself without spot to God, and having paid
the price of human sin to the uttermost in the shedding of His Own blood, He gave
a shout of victory which echoed throughout the heavenly places, and rang in
ultimate triumph throughout the universe - "Finished!" And in that sacred, never
to be repeated moment, the veil of the Temple was ripped in two from the top to
the bottom. And who did this great act? God the Father, in His capacity as Judge.
There was no human hand there! And it signified that the way of access into the
presence of God was laid wide open to all through the rent flesh - the shed
blood - of the Lord Jesus Christ. So we read in the letter to the Hebrews those
wonderful words: "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh. " The way into the living presence of the
Holy One is laid wide open. Believers have access - freedom - to know, to speak
to, to commune with, the living God, through the death of Christ.

"On the mount of Crucifixion fountains opened deep and wide.
Through the floodgates of God's mercy flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, poured incessant from above,
And heaven's peace, and perfect justice kissed a guilty world in love."

Access, with boldness and confidence into the very presence and heart of
God! Do you have it? Do you know it? Do you practise and use it? Is it really
yours? Yes, if your faith and hope rest exclusively on the Person and work of
the Lord Jesus, and if you have come to Him in real and living faith, by the grace
of God.

What does access really mean?
It means freedom to enter. Freedom to come. There are no barriers. If we are
God's people, we may come to Him at all times, in all circumstances, and we are
welcome. Night and day, the door is always open, and our Father never sleeps.
Though He is God Almighty, whose power and glory are infinite, yet to us who
believe He is simply and beautifully "our Father". It is a truth so vast as to be quite
indescribable. I do not wonder that Anne Steele cries out in ecstasy: "My God?
My Father? Blissful Name! 0 may I call Thee Mine?" And the answer is given
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again and again in Holy Scripture - yes! I may, if my faith and hope are in the
Lord Jesus. And it is not presumption to do so - indeed, it is unbelief and sin not
to do so!

Access, then - full freedom to come into the presence of the Father at any
time, in any place, in any condition, day or night, in sickness or health, poverty or
riches - whenever, whatever, however. There are no barriers and no limits. May
the Holy Spirit help us to enter into the wonder of it.

Let us look now at some of the characteristics of this access.

It is intimate access
... if we are looking to the Lord Jesus alone, for then, by the Holy Spirit's
indwelling we have true intimacy of access, such as a little child has to its father
in human terms. We have the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry "Abba, Father".
And the word "Abba" here is rather like the word framed by little children, when
they cry, "Daddy". It is not easy to explain this without appearing to be either
irreverent or childish, but let me try. "Abba" is an Aramaic word which is always
joined with "Father" in the New Testament, and it means effectively the sound
an infant makes when it is expressing absolute trust, but perhaps before it can
frame the more formal "Father". "Abba" is a sound which expresses total
and unreasoning trust, whereas "Father" expresses an intelligent grasp of the
relationship. Add the two together and you have a wonderful expression of the
intimate and unquestioning relationship between a child and its father. There is
much that a child does not understand. But he knows (and this would be
especially true in Bible times) that "Daddy" is always there for him - always
welcomes him and is pleased to see him. He does not have to make an
appointment if he wants to see his father or talk to him. His father never says to
him, "Oh! I am too busy, child. I cannot stop and talk to you just now." He always
has time for his little one.

Some might think it is going too far, almost to the point of irreverence, but there
is a beautiful children's hymn which says,

'.

"Prayer is our heavenly Father's knee, •
On which His child climbs gratefully".

When a child climbs on its father's knee, there is a precious intimacy - he feels
he can just talk to his father with real freedom - tell him and ask him about the
things he does not understand. He can talk to him, freely about himself - his
life - his hope and fears - almost unconsciously realising that his father loves him
and is interested in him and his little affairs. He does not have to try and "talk
big" to his father - he can just share with him and tell him about things with
complete freedom from any embarassment. Some of it may be little more than
childish. prattle, but the father loves to have his child with him because he loves
his child - feels for his child - his heart goes out to his child.
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Something like that, in measure, is the access God's true children have to
Him! True, there must always be reverence and godly fear, but we may
nevertheless tell Him anything - we can bring to Him our most intimate secrets.
He knows them anyhow, and He loves to have His beloved children bring them to
Him. We can ask His advice and counsel- we can ask His guidance and direction.
We can tell Him of our secret hopes and fears. We can just talk to Him about His
wonderful works.

" 0 Lord," cries the Psalmist, "how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast
thou made them all!" We can just tell Him how wonderful He is. There is nothing
we cannot bring to Him. And even when we find it difficult to express just what
we mean, we can tell him so: "Father, I do not know just how to explain this or
put it into words - but Thou understandest my secret thoughts, and I just bring
them to Thee."

How much do you personally know of this blessed intimacy with your heavenly
Father? How much time do you spend in precious and holy communion with
Him? Do you seek to cultivate it? Do you, by His grace, "Practise the presence of
God? as one writer once put it? Are you, as one hymn beautifully puts it - "No
more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home"? If not, why not? Our text
says in Christ, "we have boldness and access with confidence". How much do you
really know of this real intimacy of access. Oh! the beauty and wonder of it! May
the Holy Spirit lead us all to avail ourselves of what we actually have by His
enabling grace.

It is personal access
By this I mean one to one. This really is unspeakably marvellous. Christians do
have access to God corporately in public worship, and this is a great mercy. But I
want to speak now of having one to one access at personal level.

Though our heavenly Father is everywhere present throughout and beyond the
created universe, and millions enjoy this personal access to Him at the same time,
yet there is a blessed sense in which you and I, if truly His people, have his whole
and undivided attention at individual and personal level! As if there were no one
else! We cannot explain this, but to put it crudely, we never have to wait our turn
and queue up in order to have an audience with the King of kings! That this so
great God should have any time at all for such insignificant creatures as we are is
breathtaking. But that He has personal and individual time for each one of His
people at personal and individual level is beyond words. We have the undivided
attention of the Being who controls the vastness of the universe, and who remains
in that control at all times. A sparrow "shall not fall on the ground without your
Father", said the Lord Jesus. He controls nations, continents, individuals,
principalities, and powers. As the hymn says: "In heaven and earth and air and
seas, He executes His firm decrees." And again: "No thought can fly nor thing can
move, unknown to Him who sits above." He holds the stars in their courses. This
whole mighty universe and everything in it, is under His personal control. Yet, as
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the Psalmist cries in utter amazement, "I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh
upon me".

Dear believer, remember these things when you, by faith, enter upon this
blessed access. God will not refuse to hear. As David said in Psalm 34: "This poor
man cried, and the Lord heard him." And again: "The eyes of the Lord are upon
the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry." Personal access! One to one!
Marvellous beyond words!

It is loving access
The love of God for His people is a great wonder. It is the love of a father for his
child. Our heavenly Father is never impatient, but always ready to receive His
children in infinite love. Even an earthly father loves to be with his children
simply because they are his children - he has begotten them. He wants nearness,
intimacy, fellowship, with his children because they are of his household. They
belong to him in a unique way. He loves to hold them in his arms - feel them close
- do things for them - train them up aright. The hug of a child is a wonderful thing
to a father - he wants to feel it. This begetting is quite unique. The child is
effectually a product of the father's love.

Now we need to be very careful here. For the Lord Jesus is the only begotten
Son of the Father - absolutely unique. But the Bible is very daring - if I may so
put it - in its statement in I Peter 1:3: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead."

Again, speaking of those who received Christ, John tells us that they were born
again - and the Greek means literally "generated". They were born of God. Born
of the Spirit. John's First Letter tells us that "every one that doeth righteousness"
is born of God; that "everyone that loveth is born of God"; that "whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God".

I am very emphatic that the Lord Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the
Father in a unique and special sense. But the Bible's teaching is clear and
inexpressibly awesome - that if we truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, with all
that it means, we have been born again to new life in Christ'by the activity of God
Himself. Regenerated by Him; brought to new life by Him - by His divine
activity. It is not merely our decision, nor our effort. It is something we cannot
explain, but something we do experience! All things miraculously become new­
a new hatred of sin, a new sense of the need for forgiveness, a new realisation that
only in Christ, and through His atoning blood, can siI] be forgiven, leading to our
coming to Him alone for forgiveness and salvation. And all this is the truth of
being born again by the direct action ofGod! Is it any wonder that this access we
have brings us straight into the intimacy of His personal love for us, because we
are His dear children by this new begetting?

Christian believer, can you grasp that you matter a lot to God? That you are
very dear to Him? That He loved you so much that He sent His one dear Son to
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an agonising death that you might be born again to new life in Him? That before
you were born He set His love upon you? That over your life on earth He
watched, guiding every step and hedging up your way, all with the express
detennination to bring you to new birth? Even the death of His dear Son was
worth it in order to bring you to Himself, because He loved you. And so when you
really avail yourself of this access, you come into the presence of a Father who
loves and welcomes you. You are indeed, as the hymn says: "Loved with
everlasting love. Led by grace that loves to know."

It is bold access
This lovely word carries the meaning of freedom to speak plainly, but it also
means a general boldness - the absence of fear and trembling. Yes, there rrmst be
reverence and godly fear, yet we do not have to dress up our words, or feel
reserved and inhibited. We may, through His grace, and by the blood of Jesus, be
bold and unafraid in His presence. We may feel at home with Him, reverently free
with Him, and not tongue-tied or embarassed. Moses argued with God. Jacob
wrestled with Him. Abraham pleaded and argued with Him. And this is the
freedom and boldness that all His dear children have. What an indescribable
privilege! Who can measure it?

It is confidence access
When we come to our Father, we may come with absolute confidence - and
we should so come! Whatever our current feelings may be, or the current state of
our spiritual life and experience we may and should come in the absolute
confidence that, in accordance with His own Word, He receives and hears us in
Jesus' Name. To come in fear that perhaps the Father will not receive or hear our •
prayers because they are so poor, is direct unbelief, and very grieving to Him.
No! We must come to Him in the absolute confidence of faith that we do have
an access which is real in Jesus' Name. Not that we may have it, but that
we do have it. That our Father in heaven always hears us and always receives us.
Access in the total confidence that all his promises are absolutely true, and that
He will always be faithful to them. He cannot deny Himself. He will give strength
to His people. He will give grace according to our need. He will give wisdom to
all who ask in faith. He will have His everlasting anns underneath us. Our steps
shall be ordered by Him. He will show us His paths. He will forgive us our sins.
He will not allow us to be tempted above our ability to bear. Sin shall not have
dominion over us. He is our refuge and strength. In the day of trouble He will
deliver us. When we cast our burden upon Him he will sustain us. He is nigh to
all that call upon Him. He will be our guide for ever and ever. His grace is
sufficient for us.

0, the promises of God! How many! How varied! We can never, if we are His
people, come into any situation where we are not covered by them. They are a
mine of pure gold and priceless jewels. They are all "yea and amen" in Christ
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Jesus. And He has put them there for us deliberately, thoughtfully, and with
infinite wisdom, love and power. As the hymn so beautifully says: "What more
can He say than to you He has said?" And for us to fail to avail ourselves of this
access with humble and yet rock-like confidence is to insult Him and to grieve
His Holy Spirit. For ultimately unbelief is the sin of sins. There is absolute
certainty that He will always do as He has said.

Are you using this access? It is yours, Christian believer, for God in Christ has
personally given it to you. Use it humbly and reverently, but boldly and in total
confidence. Use it daily - hourly. Walk in the light of it. Live in the certainty of
it moment by moment. Remember the cost of it to God, and how He gave us His
own dear Son in order to provide it. Are you living as a pauper when in fact you
have untold riches, strength and grace provided?

O! may we learn, by His grace, to practise this blessed access. To talk to Him
about everything. May He in mercy open up this truth to us, that the practising of
this access with boldness and confidence be the story of our lives, to His glory and
our joy and happiness even in our worst and lowest times.

_e_

Book Reviews

Does God Believe in Atheists? John BIanchard. Evangelical Press. pp. 655
hardback.

I was immediately at home in this book which, while it has some technical
content, is enjoyable and easy to read. John Blanchard has here assembled a
wealth of historic atheistic data which undergirds so much modern thought and he
explains how it now moulds the worldly doctrines which combine to create doubts
about the existence of God, such as humanism, materialism and evolution theory.
He sets out the ghastly consequences of atheistic communism with state action
being responsible for the violent and unnatural deaths of some 125 million people
in the 20th century; he confronts us with the evils of nationalism, he tells of the
well-known British humanist, Sir Ludovic Kennedy, who informed readers of the
Daily Telegraph in 1997 that he had nearly finished a book in which he sought
"definitely to disprove the existence of God", and he ,warns us of those clerics and
bishops who have sold themselves to fashion and undermine the very faith they
were appointed to defend.

In the field of evolution theory the author has drawn on the best and latest
works to make us aware of compelling arguments against the evolutionary model.
Authors such as Dr. Henry Morris, Phillip Johnson, Malcolm Bowden, Ken Ham,
Michael Denton and Michael Behe are cited to confound the godless views that
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blind purposeless processes over vast aeons of time produced all the diversity of
plant and animal life culminating in man.

John Blanchard tells us all these things and so much more that one cannot put
too high a value on this book which is a rich source of information and will
be much consulted. It is a brilliant defence of the faith and it finishes where
all Christian books about atheism should finish, by glorifying Him who upholds
all things by the Word of His power. T.B.

Sound of Trumpets. Faith Cook. The Banner of Truth Trust.
The author is a gifted biographical writer and has a rare penchant for getting to
the "root of things". In Singing in the Fire she highlighted perseverence; in this
new book she emphasises a note of triumph over great adversity.

The men and women highlighted by Faith Cook are not likely to be known to
some readers but by the time reading is completed, not only Archibald Brown,
John Nelson, Tom Bamado, but also Colonel James Gardiner, Christine Watt,
Samuel Pearce and Sally Wesley will have stirred one's feelings. J.C.

Saving Grace. John Cheesman. The Banner of Truth Trust.

This book is a complete revision of a work originally published by the Trust in
1972 as The Grace of God in the Gospel.

The author, Vicar of St. James' Church, Westgate, Ramsgate, Kent, shows from
Scripture that man's only hope is in the grace of God. Saving grace is the answer
for those who cannot save themselves - and that means everyone.

At the end of each of the eight chapters there are questions which might be
voiced by someone who disagrees or who has doubts about what has been written.
There is then a brief attempt to answer each question.

On reflection, after reading the 136 pages, the words of the Lord Jesus Christ,
"Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip", may
speak with renewed meaning. J.C.

The Holy Spirit (Puritan Paperbacks). John Owen. The Banner 'of Truth
Trust. pp. 208. £3.50.
Reading John Owen is not easy! So we are indebted to Dr. R. J. K. Law for
preparing this "abridged and made easy to read" (to quote the subtitle) version of
John Owen's work on the Holy Spirit, first published in 1674. To condense
Owen's 650 pages in Volume 3 of his Works (Banner of Truth edition) to this
208 pages paperback is a remarkable achievement indeed. In this abridgement the
Bible is quoted throughout in the New King James Version.

The Publisher's Preface slots this book into its historical context. John Owen
had problems with three groups: the Socinians, who denied the deity of the Holy
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Spirit; the Quakers, who advocated mysticism; and the Enthusiasts, who claimed
direct revelation from God and extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit. Therefore
this reprint of Owen is especially useful because of the confusion today
concerning the Holy Spirit resulting from Charismatic teaching and the
Toronto Blessing.

After proving from the Scriptures that the Spirit is a divine Person, Owen deals
with His ministry in the Old Testament, followed by chapters on His work in
Christ and in His Body, the Church. Several chapters explain the Spirit's work in
regeneration and sanctification. Other chapters focus on election as a motive to
holiness, God's command to be holy and how the Holy Spirit's activities relate to
Christ as the Prophet, Priest and King. The final chapter is about the difficulties
of holy living in an unholy world because of indwelling sin in the Christian's soul.

Owen on the Holy Spirit is one of several books, published by the Banner of
Truth, presenting "the treasures of John Owen for today's readers". Reading these
books would surely bring great blessing to the Church at the present time.

S.K.E.
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