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mood. Carrick illustrates this with many Scripture quotes (NKJV). The position he is
opposing is the liberal one which begins with an imperative; this is what man must do.
It is, finally, the agelong confrontation between works and faith; works that supposedly
recommend us to God, or belief in what God has done for sinners in Jesus christ.

There is an imperative in preaching, namely to apply the consequences of tlte acts of
God to the hearts and minds of sinners. Both the indicative element and the imperative in
true Gospel preaching are amply illustrated with quotations from the sermons of five
preaching models, from Jonathan Edwards to Martyn Lloyd-Jones.

One would normally expect ministers to be attracted to such a book. However, if those
to whom they ministered were to read this book, perhaps their expectations of preaching
would be heightened, and perhaps those preachers might be encouraged to an ever more
faithful application of their calling. 

EJ.M.

Apostasy, Destructi.on and Hope - 2 Kings simply explained. Roger Elsworth.
Welwyn Commentary Series. Evangelical Press. pp. 270, paperback. f8.95. ISBN
0 85234 5100.

When reading 2 Kings, it is easy to get confused about which king ruled in Israel and who
reigned in Judah. To make matters worse some kings alive at the same time had similar
and even identical names! Roger Ellsworth skilfully guides the reader through these
difficulties and makes searching application for believers from the conduct of
these various kings. Striking lessons are also taken from Elisha's life in the earlier part
of 2 Kings.

Several times in this commentary, based on the New King James, Ellsworth shows the
relevance of 2 Kings to its original readers - Jews exiled in Babylon because of their
disobedience to God. 2 Kings brings challenge and encouragement to them and to present-
day readers. Ellsworth, an American pastor, is the author of numerous books, including
the Welwyn commentaries on I Kings and I Corinthians. A comment on the back cover
of 2 Kings is true: "Every exegetically sound opportunity is taken to draw attention to the
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ."

I would highly recommend this book which I've used in my own daily reading of
the Bible' 

s.K.E.
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