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years later he wrote: “Well do I remember the early spring morning that I wrote
the opening address. This is fresh in my recollection — it matters not how weak
the instrument if God the Holy Spirit is pleased to make use of it and simply
looking up to Him for His divine teaching, we take this new first step in faith, the
difficulties and discouragements attendant on which, He only fully knows. We
contemplate many difficulties and discouragements, but hoping we have His
protection in the work in which we are about to be engaged, we ask Him for the
fulfilment of His promise, ‘I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which
thou shalt go; I will guide thee with mine eye. So as I will be with thy mouth and
wilt teach thee what thou shalt say.”” James Ormiston, his successor, could say,
“a precious inheritance has come down to us in the Gospel Magazine from the
hands of a noble ancestry (A. M. Toplady, a one time editor — Rock of Ages being
first published in the magazine)”. James Ormiston said if Doudney had edited the
 Gospel Magazine to the great edification and comfort of God’s people, “a depth
of affection opened up between readers and editor.”

Missionary

For as long as twenty years Doudney had been exercised about the ministry. When
he was thirty-four, by kind providence he met with Dr. R. Daley, Bishop of
Cashel, when he was in London. This was to lead to the fulfilment of his calling
to the ministry of the Gospel.

In 1846 he disposed of his printing business and was ready to undertake the
work. He began to study the New Testament in Greek by way of preparation. It is
interesting that one of his referees was Joseph Irons, of Grove Chapel in
Camberwell. The Bishop and Irons met by appointment and Daley was satisfied.
The Bishop suggested that Doudney go to Templemore, Co. Tipperary, and at the
end of three or four months if he promised usefulness in the ministry he would
ordain him. Daley said, “a man must have a missionary spirit who is willing to go
to Ireland”.

Probationer

He went to Templemore. The first night a rat ran around the room, and Doudney
covered his face with his hand to protect it from the teeth of the intruder. The
population of Templemore, Co. Tipperary, a small garrison town, was 3,000, of
which 75% was Roman Catholic. The famine was at its height. He gladly assisted
in the relief work. He could not have gone at a worse time. Potato harvests had
failed and famine stalked the land. He was shocked at the sight of “poor ragged
creatures without shoes and stockings whose haggard countenances struck to the
very heart. . . . I wept and could not help it.”

He wrote to his friends in England and collected £700 for famine relief. The
people depended on the potato as their staple food and, when it suddenly failed
through blight, they were in an utterly starving condition. “They died in the roads,
in the fields on the mountains and in the glen.” Some 200,000 died in Ireland at
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that time — some with money in their hands for they could get no food for it.
Coffins could not be got. Sliding coffins were used, i.e. with a sliding or moveable
bottom — placed over a large pit; the bottom being withdrawn, the body fell into
the pit.

First Sunday

“Preached in a cottage little better than a clay hovel to twenty-five old and young
on the verge of starvation. Read and prayed with them, sang ‘Awake my soul in
joyful lays’. Text Luke 2:10, 11: ‘For behold I bring you good tidings . . . for unto
you is born this day. . . .’ The gratitude of the hearers will not easily be forgotten:
a hearty strike of the hand, many bows and thanks and then ‘may your reverence

EIET)

be taken safe home’.

® To BE CONTINUED ®

The Power of Prayer

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16)

IT is a common complaint that prayer meetings are poorly attended and often
characterised by lifelessness and formality. How tragic this is when prayer is a
mighty instrument which God has put into our hands, not only to praise and
worship Him, but through which we may implore heaven’s blessing upon us. How
unhappy is our condition that in an hour of great need when a visitation of God,
a work of His right hand, ought to be our all-consuming passion, we are so often
drowsy or concerned with little things. The apostle’s word is still a standing
rebuke to us — “Ye have not because ye ask not. Ye ask and receive not because
ye ask amiss.”

Satan is happy as long as he can keep us in this condition and if from time to
time some spirit of fervency begins to animate us he is so subtle as to whisper to
us that we must beware of “emotion”. But is emotion out of place in a prayer
meeting? Is the shedding of tears something to cause concern? Ought we not
rather to be concerned that so often there is little feeling in our prayers and we
make our petitions for the lost and cry to God to work as though we are
transacting some very matter-of-fact business? Emotionalism, as distinct from
genuine emotion, is certainly something to beware of. An emotional frame may
be worked up, not of the Spirit but of the flesh, not a true expression of the heart
but something artificially contrived. Of that I do not write.
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In the verse which heads this letter, James writes of “effectual fervent” prayer.
These two words translate one Greek word which signifies powerful intensity.
This, says James, avails much. Now although one may have emotion without
fervency it is doubtful whether it is possible to have fervency without emotion.
This does not mean that tears must be shed but such may well be the case. What
are the occasions in life when we weep? Tears come in moments of great joy or
great sorrow and at times when we feel utter weakness. Do we never have such
experiences in prayer — joy in the Lord and in our great salvation, sorrow over the
low condition of the Church and the dying souls of men, a sense of great weakness
and inability for the task before us? In the Scriptures we often read of some of
God’s choicest servants being utterly overwhelmed at the presence of the Lord —
Isaiah in the temple, Ezekiel in Babylon, Joshua outside Jericho, Daniel beside the
River Hiddekel, Paul on the Damascus road and John on the Isle of Patmos. If we
become aware of the presence of God as we pray it is surely not surprising if we
either find it difficult to express ourselves or find ourselves aware of our great
weakness. On the other hand, a lively sense of the Spirit’s assistance may greatly
embolden us to make strong and powerful please to God. Under the Old
Testament law the perfumes in the censers had to be heated before the sweet
savour ascended to God. Oh that our affections might be warmed by the Spirit so
that our prayers might ascend to heaven as flames of fire! Our prayers will be
totally unavailing unless they come from our hearts as well as our lips.

How slow we are to learn from history as well as from Scripture. How often the
fervent cries of the people of God have resulted in mighty blessing. Years ago in
the Isle of Lewis a few men and two elderly women were made conscious of the
desperate need of their parish. All human effort had failed and left them acutely
aware of their helplessness. They realised that their one resource was to fall back
upon God. Oh, how true it is that despair often is the womb from which real faith
is born! So they made a solemn covenant that they would not rest nor cease from
prayer until they experienced the power of God. The two elderly sisters were
continually on their faces before the Lord pleading the promise: “I will pour water
on him that is thirsty.” They waited and they pleaded until the power of God fell
and shook the whole community of Lewis.

Similarly in Ulster in the winter of 1857-58, four young men had met in an old
schoolroom in Kells and poured out their souls in prayer to the God of heaven.
They believed implicitly in the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit, the sufficiency of
Holy Scripture and the secret of holy supplication. Two more men joined them
and, though they were criticised by many, they replied that the Lord knew what
they wanted and they kept on praying until God opened the windows of heaven
and at least 100,000 souls were saved.

The mighty blessing which Charles Spurgeon experienced through his
preaching may be attributed directly to prayer. Spurgeon himself wrote: “Shall we
ever forget Park Street, those prayer meetings when I felt compelled to let you go
without a word from my lips because the Spirit of God was so awfully present that
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we felt bowed to the dust? And what listening there was! The Holy Spirit came
down like showers which saturate the soil till the clods are ready for the breaking
and then it was not long before we heard on the right and on the left the cry, ‘What
must we do to be saved?’”

May these few incidents, which could be multiplied, stimulate our hearts. Let
us pray for more feeling and more fervency. Let us seek to stir ourselves and each
other up. Let us beware of quenching the Spirit. If at present our prayers are
availing little it is because they lack intensity, they lack feeling, they lack reality.
Let us not play at praying but be fervent in spirit. “As soon as Zion travailed, she
brought forth children.”

May God bless us all, pour upon us the Spirit of grace and supplication and then
show us great and mighty things which at present we know not.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST

A celebrated heathen said, Mea virtute me involvo; “1 wrap myself up in my own
virtue”. A true believer has something infinitely better to wrap himself up in.
When Satan says, thou hast yielded to my suggestions — when conscience says,
thou hast turned a deaf ear to my admonitions — when the law of God says, thou
hast broken me — when the Gospel says, thou hast neglected me — when justice
says, thou has insulted me — when mercy says, thou hast slighted me — faith can
say, all this is too true; but Christi jusitia mea involvo, 1 wrap myself up in the
righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Book Reviews

Ministering Like the Master (Three Messages for Today’s Preachers). Stuart
Olyott. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 86. £4.50. ISBN 0 08151 830 3.

The substance of this book was first delivered at the Banner of Truth Ministers’
Conference in the year 2000 as part of Mr Olyott’s vitally important ministry of
developing the gifts of preachers. It focuses on three aspects of preaching intended to
challenge preachers everywhere to minister like their Master.

The first chapter uses the Sermon on the Mount to show that “Our Lord was not a
boring preacher”. It demonstrates the manner in which Jesus gripped His listeners by His
illustrations, His use of everyday objects, and of all sorts of picture language and His
application of truth. State, illustrate, and apply was His way of preaching. The author says
it will be our way too if we are as serious in our preaching as he was.

The second chapter shows that “our Lord was an Evangelistic Preacher” from Matthew
11:20-30. In this chapter He addresses specific groups of people in the audience and
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singles them out and points His finger at specific sins. He says that if these mighty works
had been done in Sodom as had been done in Capernaum, it would have remained until
this day. To sin against the light is terrible. To sin against a greater and clearer light is even
more terrible.

In the third chapter we see that * Our Lord was not just a preacher” using Mark chapter
1 as a basis. Jesus indentifies with sinners, He cares for the sick, He maintains a life of
secret prayer, He personally conflicts with sin, etc. This small book is said to be written
for anyone who cares to read it but it is aimed especially at preachers. It says that the
whole life of Jesus was ministry and ministry was His whole life. As a nonpreacher I
found this book to be profitable and feel sure it will be a help to all who are called to stand
in pulpits and minister to the souls of men. All quotations are from the New King James
Version (British usage text). T.M.B.

Speaking in Public Effectively. Richard Bewes. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 183,
paperback. £5.99. ISBN 1 85792 4002.

This book has some fine commendations from those who are involved in public speaking
and Christian ministry and thus are better qualified than I to fully appreciate its value.
Richard Bewes as an author is new to me and I can but humbly endorse those
commendations that this book is authoritative, full of interesting insights and amusing
stories, but above all is biblically based and Christ centred.

It is instructive and interesting to read and gave me much pleasure. As one who is called
upon to give announcements or make minor reports at a church business meeting from
time to time one can understand the practical advice and the rich experiences that the
author shares with all who are willing to read this valuable book. Indeed, someone
recommending it says it “ . . . should be required reading for Theological Colleges
everywhere and for anyone called to preach or wishing to do so”.

Richard Bewes is the Rector of All Souls, Langham Place, London. He is greatly
beloved and described as one of England’s best known and experienced preachers.

I warmly recommend this book and it is hoped that a couple of extracts will be
sufficiently tempting to would-be readers/preachers to get hold of it.

“Until and unless the scriptures have begun to take a hold upon your own convictions,
you certainly should not set out on the path of public speaking. Not as far as God’s call is
concerned! Naturally we shall never know the Old and New Testament as we ought, but
a regular Bible intake should be our way of life from now on.”

“Quite often, an illustration comes as a welcome ‘breather’ in the middle of the talk.
I will sometimes use an illustration as a new section of the talk begins. It is there to
throw light on what I am about to explain, but it is also there to give a little gesture of
relief to any listeners whose concentration has slipped. I am helping them back into the
flow once more.” T.M.B

Mining for Wisdom (28 Daily Readings from Job). Derek Thomas. Evangelical Press.
pp- 192, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 531 3.

Dr. Thomas says the book of Job, along with Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, belongs to the
“wisdom literature” of the Bible. But what does that mean? It means more than just
saying, “The book of Job contains knowledge (i.e. facts — the necessary information to
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make sense of something).” “Wisdom”, when applied to certain books of the Bible,
identifies them as containing instruction on how to live in this world to the glory of God.
But being wise in Bible terms means knowing God through faith in Jesus Christ alone and
walking in his ways. If we do not do this Jesus said we are like a foolish man who built
his house on the sand. The author says he has been studying and preaching on Job for the
last ten years or more and is aware that there are depths that still elude him.

Dr. Derek Thomas is Associate Professor of Systematic and Practical Theology at the
Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, Mississippi, and Dean of Chapel and Minister
of teaching at the First Presbyterian Church in Jackson. He has given us a deep book and
it is important to grasp from the beginning his approach to it. He tells us in the preface
that “ . . . pain can teach us something about God — that we do not understand Him as well
as we think we do. Admitting such is not a retreat into pessimism about ever knowing God
at all; rather it is to admit that there are depths to God that are ‘past finding out’.”

The Bible tells us that Job was one of the best men of his time and we all expect
ungodly people to suffer even if that is not often the case. We expect evil to be punished
and good rewarded. The problem is that the world is not as we expect it to be. Bad people
live lives of ease and good people are often troubled.

But we are led to see that the secret things belong to the Lord our God: but those things
which are revealed belong to us and to our children . . . (Deuteronomy 29:29). We need to
trust that God is in control of human history even if we cannot always see that control.
God does not owe us an explanation for what He does and there are many things He has
not revealed to us. Dr. Thomas sets out this apparent enigma and gives us much helpful
guidance, explanation and illumination and his book in not called Mining for Wisdom for
nothing. This book is a twenty-eight day journey through the book of Job showing us how,
despite any suffering we are called to go through, we can live our lives to God’s glory.
Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version of the Bible. T.M.B

Enjoying God Always. Peter Jeffery. Evangelical Press. pp. 380, hardback. £13.95.
ISBN 0 85234 520 8.

This book, in fairly large, clear print, is intended as 366 daily devotions with a comment
and thought for the day. The Bible readings are not included, so a Bible is required as well.
Where quotations are given they are from NIV. There are selected readings from 16 O.T.,
and 23 N.T. books, all designed to point the reader in clear everyday language to the Lord
Jesus and to practical Christian living. The readings and comments could profitably serve
also as a starting point for a talk or sermon. The theme of the book could be summed up
in words from the 17th February comment: “Without love for Jesus all other things will
become dry formalism.” These are readings and comments to stir and warm your heart.
My only misgiving is the price, which may put readers off. Perhaps a less expensive
paperback version in due course? RS

The Imperative of Preaching. John Carrick. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 202,
hardback. £13.50. ISBN 0 851510 826 S.

John Carrick has provided a compelling exposition of a statement made by J. Gresham
Machen, that, “Christianity begins with a triumphant indicative”. His thesis was that the
Gospel is about what God has done, and that the Bible speaks of this in the indicative
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mood. Carrick illustrates this with many Scripture quotes (NKJV). The position he is
opposing is the liberal one which begins with an imperative; this is what man must do.
It is, finally, the agelong confrontation between works and faith; works that supposedly
recommend us to God, or belief in what God has done for sinners in Jesus Christ.

There is an imperative in preaching, namely to apply the consequences of the acts of
God to the hearts and minds of sinners. Both the indicative element and the imperative in
true Gospel preaching are amply illustrated with quotations from the sermons of five
preaching models, from Jonathan Edwards to Martyn Lloyd-Jones.

One would normally expect ministers to be attracted to such a book. However, if those
to whom they ministered were to read this book, perhaps their expectations of preaching
would be heightened, and perhaps those preachers might be encouraged to an ever more
faithful application of their calling. EJM

Apostasy, Destruction and Hope — 2 Kings simply explained. Roger Ellsworth.
Welwyn Commentary Series. Evangelical Press. pp. 270, paperback. £8.95. ISBN
0 85234 5100.

When reading 2 Kings, it is easy to get confused about which king ruled in Israel and who
reigned in Judah. To make matters worse some kings alive at the same time had similar
and even identical names! Roger Ellsworth skilfully guides the reader through these
difficulties and makes searching application for believers from the conduct of
these various kings. Striking lessons are also taken from Elisha’s life in the earlier part
of 2 Kings. .

Several times in this commentary, based on the New King James, Ellsworth shows the
relevance of 2 Kings to its original readers ~ Jews exiled in Babylon because of their
disobedience to God. 2 Kings brings challenge and encouragement to them and to present-
day readers. Ellsworth, an American pastor, is the author of numerous books, including
the Welwyn commentaries on 1 Kings and 1 Corinthians. A comment on the back cover
of 2 Kings is true: “Every exegetically sound opportunity is taken to draw attention to the
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

I would highly recommend this book which I've used in my own daily reading of
the Bible. SKE
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