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doubtless be startling news, the Primate looked at him with a gentle
smile and said, *“Speak out frankly all you have to say; do you think
I am afraid to die? Death has no terrors for me.” May each of the
dear readers of our Family Magazine have the same happy assurance
if they are brought into similar circumstances !

The Life of CARDINAL MANNING, the Romish titular “ Archbishop
of Westminster,” has just been published, and it is one of the most
condemnatory records of a man’s life which perhaps has ever been
written. MANNING chose his own biographer, and supplied him with
materials selected and revised by himself, and yet those materials
afford the most convincing proof that his character was a most dis-
reputable one, and that, led astray by unwarrantable ambition, he was
a self-seeking, popularity-hunting, untruthful, and unscrupulous man.
His own writings furnish the proofs, so that there can be no doubt
upon the subject ; and it is stated that there were other writings left
by the Cardinal respecting the Jesuits and their policy, with distinct
directions for their publication after his death, but that the Jesuits,
hearing of them, took alarm, and, by extraordinary efforts, succeeded
in getting them suppressed. The Romanists are furious at the publi-
cation of the Cardinal’s Life; and his executors charge his biographer
with unscrupulousness, and with shamefully damaging the Cardinal’s
reputation; but he replies to the charge by accusing them of dis-
ingenuousness, and he states that the Cardinal was the shrewdest of
men, and that having thoroughly gauged public opinion in England,
he knew that any attempt to suppress the facts of his life would
provoke general distrust and suspicion. The biographer also adds this
damaging comment :—‘“ By the stale device of ‘garbling’ passages in
the ¢ Preface,” by trick of speech and little disingenuous arts, the
executors, in their letter, seek to raise a prejudice against my fair
dealing and straightforwardness. A treacherous memory has made
them forget their original letters; made them forget that during his
lifetime CARDINAL MANNING had, to their knowledge, authorised me
to write his ‘Life’; and still more, had permitted me, also to their
knowledge, ‘to read, to transcribe, or to take notes of documents,
records, diaries, and letters’ which they now pretend to regard as
‘private letters and documents” Knowing that their original letters
to me were unknown to the public, these maladroit adepts, to speak
plainly, in the art of suppressing the truth and suggesting falsehood,
palm off on the public their present disingenuous and misleading letter.”
Rome, with all her astuteness, has here overreached herself for once,
and the publication of this book may greatly weaken her cause in
England. We hope indeed that it will do so. We trust that it will
open the eyes of many of our people to see the real character of
Romanism, which, as a system, is much the same as the now evident
character of its late unhappy Cardinal.

We gather from the pages of Ouwr Mission that the particulars given
last month in the paragraph in * Passing Events” respecting the tragic
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death of Mr. and Mrs. JouNSON and their child in Madagascar, and
which were taken from s newspaper report, were incorrect. It appears
that the little girl, named Lucy, who was generally called “ Blossom,”
was not killed in the presence of her parents. Mr. JoHNsON had
already been murdered when the dear childl—only about five years of
age—was savagely treated and put to death. We are indebted to a
kind correspondent in Oxfordshire for the correction.

«THE MYSTERY OF FAITH.”

“ The answer of a good conscience towards God, by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.”—1 PETER iii. 21.
ToE grand business of faith is to give being and subsistence to divine
truths in the mind (Heb. xi. 1). Hence conscience gets relief and
peace, and the soul is made happy. Consider: (1) What is conscience ?
Science is knowledge ; prescience is foreknowledge. Conscience is some-
thing joined with knowledge. Some have their * conscience defiled ”
(Titus i. 15). With what? The guilt of their sins. Some are said
to be ¢‘sprinkled from an evil (or guilty) conscience” (Heb. x. 22).
With what? The blood of Christ. Therefore, with respect to a good
or bad conscience, something must be joined with the science or
knowledge of the mind to determine it by. In this sense, the word
conscience is used in Scripture, Hence (2) We may easily see what
is the answer of a good conscience before God. Join the law of God
with your science, or knowledge of yourself. What report will
conscience make ¥ The law condemns, conscience pleads guilty, it
has got evil in it: hence you fear and tremble. But faith joins with
our science, or knowledge, “the righteousness of Christ.” Then we
have a good conscience, not troubled with the guilt of sin, for Christ
died for our sins. He atoned for them all on the cross; they are all
buried in His sepulchre., He rose again for our justification; hence
we are fully discharged from all condemnation for sin. Thus we have
a good answer, from a good conscience towards God, by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. Now this is what Paul calls ‘‘ the mystery
of faith” (1 Tim. i, 16), It is a mystery known only by the
experience of the faithful, Carnal reason cannot comprehend it ;
the judgment of sense rejects it. Natural men think a good con-
science arises from their being good in themselves, and doing no
bharm. They have a stupid conscience and a deceitful heart; they
believe a lie. And such, from a notion of their own righteousness,
think they have a good answer therefrom towards God. Such is
the ignorance, blindness, and unbelief of nature! This nature is
part of us. This flesh; with all the carnal reasonings and corrupt
notions, opposes the mystery of faith in the conscience; therefore
this mystery is to be held in a pure conscience, The resurrection
of Christ is to be held fast, as the truth by which conscience can
maintain peace, the heart be made happy, and the life influenced
to all holiness, while God justifies us. This is the peculiar glory
of faith. Hence “the God of hope fills us with all joy and peace in
believing” (Rom.ixv. 18). This is our resurrection blessing.— Mason.





