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once to Moses and the prophets, He showed us that the surest road to wisdom is
not speculation, reasoning, or reading human books, but meditation upon the
Word of God. The readiest way to be spiritually rich in heavenly knowledge is to
dig in this mine of diamonds, to gather pearls from this heavenly sea. When Jesus
Himself sought to enrich others, He wrought in the quarry of Holy Scripture.

The favoured pair were led to consider the best of subjects, for Jesus spake of
Jesus, and expounded the things concerning Himself. Here the diamond cut the
diamond, and what could be more admirable? The Master of the House unlocked
His own doors, conducted the guests to His table, and placed His own dainties
upon it. He who hid the treasure in the field Himself guided the searchers to it.
Our Lord would naturally discourse upon the sweetest of topics, and he could find
none sweeter than his own Person and work: with an eye to these we should
always search the Word. O for grace to study the Bible with Jesus as both our
Teacher and our Lesson!

Easter-tide

ISA A. BUCKLEY

AT this time, let us think for a little of the words spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ
on the Cross.

The Word of Forgiveness (Luke 23:34): “Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do.” Even these wicked hardened soldiers were not beyond God’s
mercy, forgiveness and love. Neither are we! What amazing grace! We too are
bidden to pray for our enemies.

The Word of Salvation (Luke 23:43): “Today shalt thou be with me in
Paradise.” This is the word and promise of a King. The man could do rothing for
his salvation. His goods were confiscated, he could not by salvation. His hands
were nailed to a cross, he could not work for it. He must trust the work and the
word of Christ. So must we. Someone has said: “One thief was saved that no
sinner might despair, but only one, that no sinner might presume.”

The Word of Affection (John 19:26-27): “Woman, behold thy son! . . . Behold
thy mother.” The Lord Jesus Christ perfectly fulfilled the whole Law and so
made provision for His mother in her widowhood and loneliness. In the midst
of the work of redemption He sees that she is cared for. He will not forget us,
or our needs.

The Word of Anguish (Matthew 27:46): “My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?” He tasted the sinfulness of sin and the bitterness of death for us.
Because He was forsaken for us, none of His own will ever be (Hebrews 13:5).
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The Word of Suffering (John 19:28): “1 thirst.” This word shows us something
of our Lord’s great bodily sufferings. Pain, open wounds, limbs out of joint,
nakedness, forsakeness. He has promised that all who trust in Him shall never
thirst again,

The Word of Victory (John 19:30): “It is finished.” Finished — the greatest
word ever spoken. All He had come to do was fully and perfectly completed. All
the prophecies had been fulfilled, all the sufferings had been endured. A perfect
Saviour and a perfect work. What rest for heart and mind. How terrible for any
man to say that he can repeat this in the action of the Mass. May the Lord forgive
all such and grant them the light of His Word.

The Word of Contentment (Luke 23:46): “Father, into thy hands I commend
my spirit.” His very last prayer was one that He might have learned at His
mother’s knee, for every good Jewish mother taught her little ones the words of
Psalm 31:5 as a bedtime prayer. For many weary, pain-filled hours He had been
in the hands of wicked men, some of them notable religious leaders. Now He
rested in His Father’s hands.

Forgiveness — Salvation - Affection — Anguish — Suffering
Victory — Contentment

i

_ ' A ,,;
“The son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20)

Thomas
JOSEPH HALL {1574-1656)

WE cannot but be losers by our absence from holy assemblies. Where wert thou,
O Thomas, when the rest of that sacred family were met together? Had thy fear
put thee to so long a flight, that as yet thou wert not returned to thy fellows?
or didst thou suffer other occasions to detain thee from this happiness? Now,
for the time, thou didst miss that divine breath which so comfortably inspired the
rest; now thou art suffered to fall into that weak distrust which thy presence
had prevented. .

They told thee, “We have seen the Lord”. Was not this enough? Would no eyes
serve thee but thine own? Were thy ears to no use for thy faith? “Except I see in
his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and
thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.” Suspicious man! Who is the
worse for that? Whose is the loss if thou believe not? Is there no certainty but in
thine own senses? Why were not so many and so holy eyes and tongues as
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credible as thine own hands and eyes? How little wert thou yet acquainted with
the ways of faith! “Faith comes by hearing”; these are the tongues that must win
the whole world to an assent, and doest thou the first man detract to yield? Why
was that word so hard to pass? Had not that thy divine Master foretold thee with
the rest that He must be crucified and the third day rise again? Is anything related
to be done, but that which was fore-promised? Anything beyond the sphere of
divine omnipotence? Go, then, and please thyself in thine over-wise incredulity,
while thy fellows are happy in believing.

It is a whole week that Thomas rests in this sullen unbelief; in all which time,
doubtless, his ears were beaten with the many constant assertions of the holy
women, the first witnesses of the resurrection, as also of the two disciples walking
to Emmaus, whose hearts, burning within them, had set their tongues on fire, in a
zealous relation of those happy occurrences, with the assured reports of the rising
and re-appearance of many saints, in attendance of the Lord and Giver of life: yet
still he struggles with his own distrust, and stiffly suspends his belief to that truth,
whereof he cannot deny himself enough convinced. As all bodies are not equally
apt to be wrought upon by the same medicine, so are not all souls by the same
means of faith: one is refractory, while others are pliable.

O Saviour! How justly mightest Thou have left this man to his own pertinacity!
Whom could he have thanked, if he had perished in his unbelief? But, O Thou
good Shepherd of Israel, that couldst be content to leave the ninety and nine to go
fetch one stray in the wilderness, how careful wert Thou to reduce this straggler
to his fellows! Right so were Thy disciples re-assembled; such was the season, the
place the same, so were the doors shut up, when that unbelieving disciple, being
now present with the rest, Thou so camest in, so stoodst in the midst, so showedst
Thy hands and feet, and singling out Thy incredulous client, invitedst his eyes to
see, and his fingers to handle Thine hands, and his hand to be thrust into Thy side,
that he might not be faithless, but faithful.

Blessed Jesus! How Thou pitiest the errors and infirmities of Thy servants!
Even when we are froward in our misconceits, and worthy of nothing but
desertion, how Thou followest us, and overtakest us with mercy! And, in Thine
abundant compassion, wilt reclaim and save us, when efther we meant not, or
would not! By how much more unworthy those eyes and hands were to see and
touch that immortal and glorious body by so much more wonderful was Thy
goodness, in condescending to satisfy that curious infidelity. Neither do I hear
Thee so much as to chide that weak obstinacy. It was not long since Thou didst
sharply take up the two disciples that walked to Emmaus: “O fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” but this was under the disguise
of an unknown traveller upon the way, when they were alone; now Thou speakest
with Thine own tongue, before all Thy disciples; instead of rebuking, Thou only
exhortest: “Be not faithless, but faithful.”

Behold, Thy mercy no less than Thy power hath melted the congealed heart of
Thy unbelieving follower: “Then Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord,
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and my God.” I do not hear, that when it came to the issue, Thomas employed
his hands in this trial: his eyes were now sufficient assurance; the sense of his
Master’s omniscience, in this particular challenge of him, spared, perhaps, the
labour of a further disquisition. And now how happily was that doubt bestowed,
which brought forth so faithful a confession, “My Lord! my God!”.

I hear not such a word from those that believed. It was well for us, it was well
for thee, O Thomas, that thou distrustedst, else neither had the world received so
perfect an evidence of that resurrection whereon all our salvation dependeth,
neither hadst thou yielded so pregnant and divine an astipulation to thy blessed
Saviour. Now thou dost not only profess His resurrection, but His Godhead too,
and thy happy interest in both. And now, if they be blessed that have not seen, and
vet believed; blessed art thou also, that, having seen, hast thus believed: and
blessed be Thou, O God, who knowest how to make advantage of the infirmities
of Thy chosen, for the promoting of their salvation, the confirmation of Thy
Church, the glory of Thine own Name. Amen.

¢ (From Bishop Hall’s Contemplations) ¢

Book Reviews

But Now I See. Josiah Bull. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 372 paperback.
£3.95.

The Life of John Newton, born in 1725, is traced from his letters and diaries and
the first-hand accounts of those who knew him, narrated by the son of his close
friend. Newton was a hearty evangelical long before that word had become
debased.

Newton’s sea captain father was the austere product of a Jesuit college in Spain,
but his dissenting, prayerful mother’s whole care was her only son. She educated
and imparted the Bible to him until her death when he was but seven. He became
wnrestrained and wilful, fitfully religious but rebellious, but God, he says, worked
m his heart through those years, even when he deserted the navy to try to see his
childhood sweetheart, Mary. Publicly flogged, he, sank into becoming the
hopeless and kennelled slave of the African mistress of a slaver. God wonderfully
interposed to save him,

God worked savingly through him in Olney and London. He was not of the first
rank, but used every bit of brain, opportunity and the enviable character his hard
life had forged. He counted the best evangelicals of his day as lifelong friends,
being almost denominationally blind. He started the Eclectic Society, gathering
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and helping clergy. Whether nursing the poet Cowper (for whose state he is
condemned by one modern psychologist!) or his niece through darkest
depression, or in his letter-writing ministry, sermons, table talk and Omicrons
Letters for The Gospel Magazine, he is full of loving grace.

His ministry drew packed churches, especially young people, even to very
old age when mind and body were a ruin of his former self, and friends said he
had gone on preaching far too many years. The great of London thought otherwise
and came. He understood men sympathetically, saw deep and so expounded
simply and attractively. Faith and hope shone through him in those dark years
when England was struggling losingly with the invincible Napoleon. He loved
his Mary, but incomparably loved his Saviour, trusting implicitly and giving
himself to prayer. He preached to the survivors of Trafalgar in 1806, entering the
glory he lived for near the end of 1807. “One of our dearest men,” as Carlyle
said of Luther. E.M.

Churches Warned and Encouraged: Letters to the Seven Churches.
K. W. H. Howard. pp. 104. £4.95. Obtainable from the Christian Bookshop,
23 Queen Street, Ossett, Yorkshire WF5 8AS.

The letters to the seven Churches are so very relevant to the situation in which we
find ourselves today. The devil was hard at work then, just as he works
increasingly today. False teachers were contriving to deceive even established
believers and many had left their first love.

Churches Warned and Encouraged has been transcribed from the tape recorded
sermons of the late Kenneth Howard, preached at Union Chapel, Bethesden.
They reveal his love for and devotion to the Word of God. He was undoubtedly
one who had great gifts in expounding the Scriptures and who bent all his energies
to that end.

This is indeed a timely book. We are glad to commend Churches Warned and
Encouraged to our readers and feel they will greatly profit from it. M.H.

Discovering Christ in Ruth. Donald Fortner. Evangelical Press. pp. 142
hardback. £6.95.

Subtitled The Kinsman Redeemer, this book sets before the reader the true poverty
of the sinner’s state, and the wealth that can be ours through redemption by the
Lord Jesus Christ. It deals with our being awakened to our true condition, through
the journey of faith, to our being redeemed with all the blessings bound up with
that. The author goes through the whole of Ruth and draws out many lessons and
applications. These are laid out in brief chapters, each with clear sub-sections.
There are many cross-references, so that almost every argument is backed up
from Scripture.

This book deals with some hard subjects, such as providence, calling, and
election. It is avsolutely clear on the need for justification by faith through grace
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alone. The treatment of providence (page 19), and the dogmatic statement on
baptism (page 78) may go a little beyond what some could accept. Quotations are
almost exclusively from the NKJV, with frequent emendations.

This book is a very helpful commentary on Ruth, a very useful tool for a Bible
class leader, and would be good to give to an enquirer, subject to the two
comments noted above. E.J.M.

The Promised Child. Carine MacKenzie and Fred Apps. Christian Focus
Publications. £1.75.

The Miracle on the Road. Carine MacKenzie and Fred Apps. Christian
Focus Publications. £1.75.

These two books, printed in Singapore, and issued by the Scottish publishers, are
most welcome for teaching children about the birth of Jesus and the conversion of
Saul. Carine MacKenzie is gifted in her narrative and Fred Apps equally gifted in
the colourful illustrations. These are two useful books and are to be commended.

J.C.

Travelling Homeward (Exodus Simply Explained). Michael Bentley.
Welwyn Commentary Series. Evangelical Press. pp. 352 paperback. £9.95.

The thirty-nine chapters, each aptly titled, are full of deep spiritual truth and will
prove most beneficial to readers young and old. Michael Bentley has clarity and
accuracy in these expositions, delivered to his congregation at Great Hollands
Free Church, Bracknell, over a period of two years.

The author encourages those who have a long experience of trusting in the God
of the Exodus. Likewise, he offers good advice to those who, like the Israelites,
have doubted God’s promises.

Bentley emphasises Moses’ and Aaron’s reluctance to venture until the Lord
makes it plain that the outcome of their obedience will be vital to the “Nation on
the Move”. How often we need reminding to “trust and obey!”.

The book is nicely produced, with relevant emphasis on partlcular truth. Here
is an excellent addition to the Welwyn Series. J.C.

Judges. Andrew R. Fausset (1821-1910). Geneva Series of Commentaries.
The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 340 hardback. £9.95.

The author, who was Curate of Bishop Middleton, Co. Durham (1848-1859) and
Rector of St. Cuthbert’s, York, from 1859 till his déath in 1910, was a Gold
Medallist in Classics at Trinity College, Dublin.

The Commentary was previously published as A Critical and Expository
Commentary on the Book of Judges.

In his preface, Fausset states his aims — Firstly, to examine critically the
original Hebrew, and to give to the English reader the results of reverent modern
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scholarship, so that he may know accurately the meaning of the sacred text.
Secondly, to give the fruits of modern research in relation to the topographical,
historical, and chronological references in the book. Thirdly, to endeavour, in
dependence on the Holy Spirit, to draw forth from the narrative and the inspired
Word the spiritual lessons designed by the divine Author.

The synopsis of contents will afford to the reader, student, teacher, and
preacher, a comprehensive view, at a glance, of the whole and of each particular
history, and their spiritual lessons. J.C.

Aspects of Holiness. J. C. Ryle. Evangelical Press. pp. 144. £3.95.

Holiness is an aspect of the Christian life that is much neglected in these modern
times. When J. C. Ryle’s review of this vital subject stressed its Nature,
Hindrances, Difficulties and Roots, I was reminded of the constant reference by
speakers at conventions I had attended.

As life becomes increasingly complex and pressurised, and society becomes
increasingly lawless and corrupt, the way of Holiness will become increasingly
difficult to sustain. Let the principles taught by John Charles Ryle, of love and
law, be firmly fixed in our minds, for they will serve us well in the hour of
temptation and decision.

“Holiness is much more than tears and sighs, bodily excitement, a quickened
pulse, a passionate attachment to some preacher of religious group. It is being
conformed to the likeness of God’s Son. It is something capable of being seen by
others, in the detail of our character, habits and daily behaviour.”

The publishers are to be congratulated on reissuing this excellent book.

J.C.

:May 1 just remind friends who have not yet renewed subscnptlons due in January 10 d
as soon as possible. It saves me sending reminders later in the year. Thank you to all our
readers who so readily respond to renewal invitations. .

Thank you to all friends who send gifts and amounts in excess of the nommal subscnptlon |
Details on subscriptions and mailing are shown opposite. March subscriptions are now due,
and invitations to renew are included where appropriate.

Church and Chapel groups ate long established on our mailing list, both at home and abroad,
and we would encourage readers to promote this and so extend the ministry. You may wish to
consider giving the magazine as a gift to a friend.

Cheques and Postal Orders must be made payable to THE GoSPEL MAGAZINE or the bank
will not accept them. All payments should be sent to: The Secretary, “Holme Regis”,
Old School Lane, Stanford, Blggleswade, Beds:; United Kingdom SG18 9]JL. E-mail:
GosMag@aol.com




