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of the grapes of these vineyards ‘to go down so sweetly as to cause the lips of
them that are asleep to speak’ (Song 7:9).”

So I saw that when they awoke they addressed themselves to go up to the city.
But, as I said, the reflection of the sun upon the city (for the city was pure
gold), was so extremely glorious that they could not as yet with open face behold
it, but through an instrument made for that purpose. So I saw, that as they went
on, there met them two men in raiment that shone like gold, also their faces shone
as the light.

During the last days of that eminent man of God, Dr. Payson, he once said: “When
I formerly read Bunyan’s description of the land of Beulah, where the sun shines
and the birds sing day and night, I used to doubt whether there was such a place;
but now my own experience has convinced me of it, and it infinitely transcends
all my previous conceptions.”

The best possible commentary on the glowing descriptions in Bunyan is to be
found in that very remarkable letter dictated by Dr. Payson to his sister a few
weeks before his death: “Were I to adopt the figurative language of Bunyan, I
might date this letter from the Land of Beulah, of which I have been for some
weeks a happy inhabitant. The Celestial City is full in my view. Its glories have
been upon me, its breezes fan me, its odours are wafted to me, its sounds strike
upon my ears, and its spirit is breathed into my heart. Nothing separates me
from it but the river of death, which now appears but as an insignificant rill that
may be crossed at a single step, whenever God shall give permission. The Sun of
Righteousness has been gradually drawing nearer and nearer, appearing larger and
brighter as He approached, and now He fills the whole hemisphere; pouring forth
a flood of glory, in which I seem to float like an insect in the beams of the sun,
exulting, yet almost trembling, while I gaze on this excessive brightness, and
wondering with unutterable wonder why God should deign thus to shine upon a
sinful worm.”

Book Reviews

The Pigtail and Chopsticks Man. Jim Cromarty. Evangelical Press. pp. 208,
paperback. ISBN 0 85234 519 4.

This attractively produced book tells the story of Hudson Taylor and the founding of the China
Inland Mission. Written primarily for “today’s readers, especially young people”, the life of
this man of God is told in a way which maintains the attention, and keeps its momentum,
despite being at times somewhat stilted in style. The author portrays a man of deep and lasting
faith in God, of great courage, with tireless energy and a passionate love for the Chinese
people, whose at times unorthodox methods led to the establishing of a work which reached
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into the very heart of that country. Each of the chapters, which are mostly quite short,
concludes with questions to draw out lessons from what has been read. These will be
particularly useful for parents who are reading the story to younger children. In these days
when the Christian life is so often represented as requiring little effort or self-denial, how
important it is that young people should learn about the pioneer missionary activity of former
days and the sacrifices made to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ into distant lands. With a
number of illustrations and maps here is a useful contribution to this end. J.P.W.

Evolution — Fact or Fiction? John Blanchard. Evangelical Press. pp. 40, paperback.
Packs of 10 £14.95, ISBN 0 85234 530 5.

Science today requires students to accept evolution of the species as a fact. Educational
authorities and text book publishers comply with this requirement and arguments against
evolution are considered as a negative approach and consequently are not published. This goes
hand in hand with the widespread belief that evolution is science and creation is religion
and because the Bible has allegedly been disproved it can be laid aside as old fashioned and
out of date.

However, many scientific writers, not all having faith in God, consider evolution theory to
be deeply flawed, not supplying the answers about origins that are looked for. This short book
by John Blanchard is an introduction to the subject and is particularly useful to those who come
to the matter for the first time and look for guidance. Blanchard quotes from trustworthy
authorities such as Malcolm Bowden, Henry Morris and Phillip Johnson and he shows us
unassailable arguments for a young universe, the impossibility for one species to change into
another and that without any factual basis, evolutionism is a belief system and not a science. I
highly recommend this book. T.M.B.

Trees of the Lord. M. R. Stonelake. Privately published. pp. 128, illustrated. £3.95+40p
p&p. ISBN 0 95425 490 2.

Each of the fourteen chapters tells the story of a biblical tree, from the Burning Bush to the
Cross. Each chapter is self-contained, and the reader is encouraged to find the answers to the
questions asked in each chapter through further study.

This book would be particularly useful for Sunday School teachers as each chapter could be
used as the basis for a complete lesson. If purchased for a child to read alone, I would suggest
it is more suited to the lower end of the intended age range (10-15 years). E.H.M.

A Link in the Chain and Other Stories. pp. 93. £2.75. ISBN 0 90443 554 7; Andrew’s
Prayer and Other Stories. pp. 103. £3.75. ISBN 1 90191 807 6; The Book on the
Window-Sill and Other Stories. pp- 95. £2.75. ISBN 0 90443 550 4. Lydia M.
Houghton. Gospel Tidings Publications.

These three volumes form a collection of short stories by “Damaris”, the former author of “Our
Young Folk™ page in this magazine.

Each story is based on an actual event, anecdote from the author’s childhood or episode from
the life of a historical figure. They are retold in a straightforward style, and while the volumes
are very simple in design you could be confident that children up to 12 years of age would
enjoy reading or listening to them. E.HM.
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How to Handle Your Life . . . and Other Helpful Advice from God. Carine
MacKenzie. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 183. £5.99. ISBN 1 85792 520 3.

Written for 7- to 11-year-olds, the 45 chapters of this book are designed to encourage children
to read the Bible and pray daily.

Each chapter is divided into two parts: an illustration of biblical truth followed by a word
search designed to familiarise the reader with their Bible. The chapters are further divided into
sections covering subjects, including the Bible and Christian Life, and each section
incorporates additional puzzles, memory verses, and “prayer points”. Addressing issues as
wide-ranging as fashion and keeping fit to loneliness and making choices, the author
points the reader to how Jesus would have handled each situation, making this a good choice
for an 11-year-old, or a very grown up 70-year-old! The Bible version used is the New
King James. EHM.

The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life. Os Guiness.
Spring Harvest Publishing Division and Pater Noster Lifestyle. pp. 249. £7.99. ISBN
185078 429 9.

Os Guiness sets out his reflections on calling as a series of 26 individual chapters, designed to
read one day at a time, in a style that will be familiar to readers of C. S. Lewis. Indeed, C. S.
Lewis is one of the author’s most frequently quoted sources.

The book sets out the historical cases for different interpretations of calling, and argues that
calling is a way of life, rather than the more narrow definition of vocation. Each point is
thoroughly illustrated with quotations from historical figures, philosophers and modern-day
leaders. The Bible version used is the NIV. EHM.

The Guide — Ecclesiastes. Gordon Keddie. Evangelical Press. pp. 347. £7.00. ISBN
0 85234 485 6.

This book won over the prejudice of the reviewer. If you like the older commentaries it may
take a while to get used to this style with its direct questions at the end of each chapter, but it
is not short of doctrine. It has a well illustrated sermonic feel to it rather than a word by word
analysis, so the use of the NKJV does not distract the reader as it might otherwise.

Previous commentators like E. W. Hengstenberg and Charles Bridges have been consulted
and they would surely not despise Keddie’s work. The language is quite simple but not for the
ignorant. It would suit a bright teenager or college student as well as the general reader.
Preachers will also do well to get a copy.

The book even looks modern in style and it was probably meant to be shorter. I suspect the
publishers allowed Mr. Keddie to give Ecclesiastes the more serious attention it is owed. The
work is really worthy of a more durable binding but it is understandable that costs were kept
down and buyers not frightened away.

The purpose of the book is, like Ecclesiastes itself, to show that life lived solely “under the
sun” is vanity. The pressing need of the hour is to heed the preacher’s call to know thy Creator
before the evil days come. Such a theme makes Ecclesiastes an excellent starting point for
establishing the Guide series. There is a website on which readers can ask the author questions.
Most will be too shy to do so, but seeing what good answers are given, it is a great opportunity.

Under no circumstances should you read the end first but it is very moving and well worth
the wait. PJR
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The Free Offer of the Gospel. John Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 30,
booklet. £1.25.

[This is another review, by request, being originally reviewed in the November/December
issue. Ed.]

This booklet aims to establish the scriptural basis for the proposition that God in His goodness
and mercy desires the repentance and salvation of all men, including the impenitent and
reprobate; and in this booklet Professor Murray makes a careful exegesis of the relevant
scripture passages.

A key passage is the poignant lament of the Lord Jesus Christ recorded by Matthew 23:37:
“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” Our Lord thus expresses His desire for the
repentance and salvation of those who rejected Him; and His desire that all men should repent
and be saved is later shown in His command to His apostles: “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). That the free offer is unrestricted is
abundantly clear from Revelation 22:17, which reads: “Whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely.”

Whilst not an altogether easy read, Professor Murray has written a valuable exposition of
scriptural truth in this reviewer’s opinion and in his concluding remarks he states: “The full
and free offer of the Gospel is a grace bestowed upon all.” W.ES.

The Spirit and the Church. John Owen (abridged by J. K. Law). Puritan Paperbacks.
Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 196. £3.75. ISBN 0 85151 822 2.

This updated abridgement, in good clear print, completes that begun in 1998 in the volume The
Holy Spirit (ISBN 0 85151 69 8). The book is divided into five sections, entitled: 1. How we
believe Scripture to be the Word of God; 2. Understanding the mind of God; 3. The Holy Spirit
and prayer; 4. The Holy Spirit as a Comforter; 5. The gifts of the Holy Spirit — all valuable and
important topics.

The cover statement that the abridgement makes Owen “easy to read” should be treated with
caution. This is my first encounter with Owen’s works and my main impression is that he is
not for everyone. This is essentially a study book to be worked through thoughtfully. The
quotations from the New King James Version are backed up by numerous other Sgripture
references which demand careful examination, or much of the thrust of Owen’s thoughts will
be lost. The sections are all divided into subheadings, however, so, as a study book, it is one
which can be worked at a small section at a time, which is quite helpful. R.S.

1 & 2 Timothy and Titus. Patrick Fairburn. Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 451, hardback.
£13.95. ISBN 0 85151 820 6.

Fairburn was one of a galaxy of fine Presbyterian Scottish ministers and scholars of the late
19th century. His great learning and ability has contributed a lasting work on these epistles
(first published 1874). Standing in the Reformed tradition of utter fidelity to the text as
Scripture and painstakingly careful in exegesis, he always wrote with the pulpit in view.
Based on the Greek text, in most cases it is not necessary to know the language. Times have
changed and a number of serious new issues face us today, but it would be a poor student of
Scripture that did not find Fairbairn a solid guide for establishing a sound understanding of the
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text for today’s battles. Three appendices deal with important issues, the treatment of slavery
in the NT, the meaning of the term “husband of one wife”, and an excellent essay on the
doctrines essential for salvation. It is refreshing not to plough through a host of what scholars
may or may not have said before getting to the text, but Fairburn had read them and we have
the distillation of a fine mind to help us feed the flock of God. A bargain price. J.D.

Divorce and Remarriage, Biblical Principles and Pastoral Advice. Andrew
Cornes. Mentor. pp. 557, paperback. £13.99. ISBN 1 85792 756 7.

Published in 1993, this updated edition includes recent statistics and a theological evaluation
of the two reports on Marriage published by the House of Bishops, 1999 and 2000. When
published, it came very highly recommended by Alec Motyer, John Stott, and others. One can
see why. After a description of the modern context, two parts follow, the first covering Biblical
Principles of Marriage, Singleness, Divorce in each Testament, and Singleness after
Remarriage, then a biblical conclusion. The second part deals with pastoral matters covering
Education, Caring, Reconciling, and Bearing Witness. It is throughout a very fine treatment,
carefully and fully argued and totally sensitive to the heartbreaking problems people face.

It is not always an easy read, for some of the conclusions may make us uncomfortable if we
desire scriptural faithfulness. Some conclusions may surprise, some will make us think hard,
but it is a book to help heal and take us forward in the Christian walk. Space forbids a detailed
review but suffice to say, it is hard to see anywhere a better, more carefully, theologically
reasoned and sensitively presented book than this one on this subject. Every minister should
read it and it would provide an excellent basis for preparing a course on marriage preparation
and facing the perennial problem of being single. In every way a truly excellent book and not
to be ignored. Full indices. J.D.

Jesus, the Way. 1. A. Sadler. Published by the author, 6 Aston Close, Pangbourne,
Reading, RG8 7LG. pp. 81, paperback. £2.50 (up to 50% discount for bulk orders).

The sub-title of this book is, “Walking in the way of salvation, turning neither to the right hand
nor to the left”. Sadler, a Strict Baptist, is driven to write because of the unholy, loose living in
biblical churches today; people are “converted” but lives are not transformed. Having said that,
the book is not a series of rules on how to become holy. It is thoroughly orthodox and the
contents are exactly what are needed today by those who find themselves under pressure from
their Christian friends to conform somewhat to the modern world — pressure to rub off a few
sharp corners.

It is divided into six chapters, each describing a basic piece of biblical teaching: 1. The
Narrow but Blessed Way (which includes a warning against being too narrow); 2. The
Sovereign Creator (predestination); 3. Jesus Christ Revealed and Known (a warning against
conversion without true repentance); 4. The Witness of the Church (a plea for unity and order
in the Church); 5. Assurance in the Midst of Trials (a warning that the Christian life is not
easy); 6. The Heavenly Prospect (a reminder that our hope is in Heaven when “We shall see
Him as He is”).

The book has many long quotations from the Bible, all taken from the Authorised Version.
The author says about quoting the Authorised, “This is not from some feeling of tradition or
sentimentality. . . (but because of) the accuracy of translation, the spiritual savour and the
divine grandeur of the Authorised Version.”




The Gospel Magazine . 71

The style is definitely quaint, reminding one of J. C. Ryle but not capturing his vigour.
It becomes slightly monotonous before the end. This is unfortunate because it makes it hard to
envisage the book being read by the average modern Christian reader. However, for the serious
reader and/or one from a thoroughly traditional background, this is an excellent little book,
well worthwhile, glorifying to Jesus. G.D.M.

Ephesians. R. C. Sproul. Christian Focus. pp. 159, hardback. £12.99. ISBN 1 85792
609 9.

First published in 1994, this is a reprint from the Bible Commentary Series. It is marked by
superb clarity, careful brevity, and astute comment, demonstrating a profound and scholarly
mind. Ten chapters cover the epistle. The Bible version (NIV) is frequently integrated into the
text to form an extended paraphrase with flowing elucidation of the text. However, it is a
theological commentary in the finest sense explaining the text with excellent clarity while
carrying the reader along with the sense of the passage.

A Theme Index traces theological terms to relevant contexts, with simple and apt
illustrations, always with relevant application. Especially helpful are the explanations of
Election, Adoption, Theology, Law and Redemption, but all are finely done. Although the
younger Christian would benefit greatly from this book, the more experienced will not be
disappointed. Very little of the terminology is difficult for a less experienced reader.

Fully in the Reformed tradition this should not be ignored because of its relatively small
size. No punches are pulled, yet graciousness and honesty pervade. For its size and intention,
this is a very satisfying commentary. Thoroughly recommended. 1.D.

Discovering Christ in Genesis. Don Fortner. Evangelical Press. pp. 352, paperback.
£11.95. ISBN 0 85234 504 6.

Perhaps no other book in the Bible is so frequently dismissed with scorn as Genesis, so it is
refreshing to read a book which takes literally Christ’s words, “For had ye believed Moses,
ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me” (John 5:46; Luke 24:27). All quotations are
from the A.V.

The author is a Baptist pastor in America whose ministry reaches beyond his own church,
where he has been for 22 years, into radio, TV and print. He presents selected Genesis
characters and the events of their times as types foreshadowing Christ, using them also to
illustrate Christian doctrine plainly and powerfully, thus emphasising Christ as timeless. The
author is adamant (pp. 42, 58) that “if a person truly understands and believes Genesis 1,2 and
3, he has grasped the whole system of divine truth. . . . If we fail to understand what is revealed
in these three chapters, we cannot understand anything else in the Sacred Volume.” Those are
challenging words.

In addition to the chapters one would expect, on how the events and lives of Abraham, Jacob
and Joseph foreshadow Christ, there are also chapters on the two trees in the Garden of Eden
(the tree of life symbolizing Christ), Enoch, how the ark depicts life in Christ, Lot and others.

There are some points that need attention: the misprint of “foul” for “fowl” (p. 188); the
quotation attributed to C. H. Spurgeon (p. 207) properly belongs to Bishop J. C. Ryle
(Holiness, ch. 9, p. 147 in E.P. edition, 1984) and Mr. Fortner’s succeeding paragraphs on Lot
have a marked flavour of Ryle’s chapter in style and wording. On p. 338 in the last paragraph,
the sense requires that “Jacob” should be read for “Judah”; likewise on p- 339 paragraph 1,
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“Joseph” instead of “Judah”; on p. 340 “Jacob” instead of “Judah”. These aside, this book is
recommended for those who regard Genesis as remote history only, or for those who have been
taught to deride it as a book of fables. G.FHH.

The First Fifty Years. Noel Gibbard. Bryntirion Press. pp. 200, hardback. £9.95. ISBN
185049191 7.

This is the history of the Evangelical Movement of Wales over its first 50 years from 1948, a
time when people were searching for meaning and purpose in life in the aftermath of the
Second World War. The story of its beginnings among Welsh-speaking students, and its
development through conferences, evangelistic campaigns, youth camps and its own magazine,
is vividly portrayed. The part played by individuals, many of whom subsequently became well-
known, is sketched out, though the proliferation of names becomes a little tedious at times.
From its formal establishment in 1955 right up to the present day, the author emphasises that
the purpose of the Movement is to proclaim the Christian Gospel of repentance and faith in
Jesus Christ. However, it does not ignore social issues and examples are given of the stand it
has taken over some of these. The final chapter highlights some of the “Battles of the Faith”
in which it has been involved. Two appendices are included, the first of which sets out the
Movement’s doctrinal basis, whilst the second contains a brief account of the Evangelical Press
of Wales (now Bryntirion Press). As a whole this is an interesting and honest account of the
development of a work of God which has had a significant impact on the lives of many, both
in Wales and elsewhere. JPW.

Editor’s Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to
warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel
Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English.
That we name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.

: Matters to do with the contents of The Gospel Magazine should be sent to:
The Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 1BT. Tel. 01547 528815.
Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details opposite).
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