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[This verse] . . . must [also] be understood of the ceremonial law, the
handwriting of ordinances, the ceremonial institutions or the law of
commandments contained in ordinances (Ephesians 2:15), which was a yoke
to the Jews and a partition-wall to the Gentiles. The Lord Jesus took it out of
the way nailed it to his cross; that is, disannulled the obligation of it, that all
might see and be satisfied that it was no more binding. When the substance
came, the shadows fled away. It is abolished (2 Corinthians 3:13), and that
which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away (Hebrews 8:13).

Matthew Poole writes:

The law prescribed by the ministration of Moses was appendaged with
many ceremonial ordinances . . . the observation of all which circumcision
did oblige: this obligation interpretatively was as a handwriting which did
publicly testify a man’s native pollution, and was a public confession of his
sin and misery, as washings did testify the filth of his sins, and sacrifices
[did testify the] capital guilt to them who lived under it, and did not perform
it; that they were accursed (Galatians 3:10, 19), under a ministration of
death (2 Corinthians 3:7-9); while by laying their hands on the sacrifices,
they did as it were sign a bill or bond against themselves, whereby
conscience of guilt was retained (Hebrews 10:2-3), and a conscience of
sin renewed, so that the heart could not be stablished in any firm peacé
(Hebrews 9:9; 10:1); but they did confess sin to remain, and that they did
want a removal of the curse by a better sacrifice.

Upon the offering up of this [better sacrifice], the law of commandments
was blotted out, cancelled or abolished, even that contained in ordinances
. . . [as] the apostle [says] elsewhere (see Ephesians 2:15, compared with
verses 16, 20, 21 of this chapter); and therefore there is no condemnation
to them that are circumcised with the circumcision of Christ, being found
in Him (compare verse 11 with Romans 8:1; 7:4).

[This law,] which was contrary to us . . . was in itself holy, just, and good,
through sin became . . . contrary . . . to us, in that it did serve to convict,
and terrify with the curse for our default (Romans 7:5-9), aggravating all
by its ceremonies, and shutting the gate of God’s house against the
Gentiles, of whose number the Colossians were, [being] strangers from the
covenants of promise (Ephesians 2:12); yet this obligation was abrogated
and annulled by the death of Christ . . . the apostle . . . having not only said
that the debt was wiped out, defaced by the blood of Christ being drawn
over it, as they used to blot out debts or draw red lines across them; but he
adds, and took it out of the way, taken out of the way, as the debtor’s bond
or obligation is, being cancelled and torn to pieces, so that there is no
memorial or evidence . . . [that] the debt . . . remains, all matter of
controversy being altogether removed. Yet . . . to speak more fully and
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satisfactorily, he annexes, nailing it to his cross . . . implying that Christ, by
once offering Himself a sacrifice on the cross, had disarmed the law, and
taken away its condemning power (Romans 7:4; Galatians 3:13). It being
customary . . . of old . . . to pierce canceled obligations and antiquated
writings with nails; Christ by His plenary satisfaction did not only
discharge from the condemnation of the law (Romans 8:11, 34), but He did
effectually, with the nails with which he Himself was crucified . . . fasten
the handwriting of ordinances to His cross, and abolished the ceremonial
law in every regard, since the substance of it was come, and that which it
tended to was accomplished, in giving Himself a ransom for all (1 Timothy
2:6), to the putting away of sin (Hebrews 9:26), and obtaining eternal
redemption (Hebrews 9:12).

Calvin notes that “this . . . is a truly theological reason for proving the
abrogation of ceremonies, because, if Christ has fully redeemed us from
condemnation, He must have also effaced the remembrance of the obligation, that
consciences may be pacified and tranquil in the sight of God, for these two things
are conjoined. . . . To sum up: the Old Testament struck consciences with fear and
trembling, but by the benefit of the New they are released into joy. The Old held
consciences bound by the yoke of bondage; the New by its spirit of liberality
emancipates them into freedom.”

- Thus has Christ obtained a glorious victory for us over the powers of darkness:

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly.
triumphing over them in it (versel5).

“There is no doubt that Paul means devils [or evil angels], whom Scripture
represents as acting the part of accusing us before God. Paul, however, says that
they are disarmed, so that they cannot bring forward anything against us, the
attestation of our guilt being itself destroyed. Now, he expressly adds this with
the view of showing, that the victory of Christ, which He has procured for
Himself and us over Satan, is disfigured by the false apostles, and that we are
deprived of the fruit of it when they restore the ancient ceremonies. For if our
liberty is the spoil which Christ has rescued from the devil, what do others, who
would bring us back into bondage, but restore to Satan the spoils of which he had
been stripped bare?” (Calvin).

And, “as the apostle had previously compared the cross to a signal trophy or
show of triumph [Colossians 1:20], in which Christ led about His enemies, so He
now also compares it to a triumphal car, in which He showed himself
conspicuously to view. For although in the cross there is nothing but curse, it was,
nevertheless, swallowed up by the power of God in such a way, that it has put on,
as it were, a new nature. For there is no tribunal so magnificent, no throne so
stately, no show of triumph so distinguished, no chariot so elevated, as is the
gibbet on which Christ has subdued death and the devil, the prince of death; nay
more, has utterly trodden them under His feet” (Calvin).
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God’s Sovereign Rights
Acknowledged and Asserted

A sermon by P MURCOTT (Douglas, Isle of Man)

“Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither:
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord”
(Job 1:21)

THIS is probably one of the better known portions of Scripture. It has guided
generations into a very clear understanding about life itself: that although we
possess it, we do not own it. It is a gift of God, with the proviso that it is for Him
to determine, in His sovereign grace and mercy, its beginning and end. This is a
fundamental truth, from which others flow.

God’s choice

First, the Lord gives because He is the fount of all life. This great truth is sounded
in the opening chapter of John’s Gospel about Christ Jesus: “In him was life, and
the life was the light of men” (John 1:4).

Next, regarding life’s maintenance, in the words of the Apostle Paul to the
Athenians: “In him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28).
Whilst in Ecclesiastes, another of the poetic books of the Bible, we are reminded

that the termination of life is God’s decision, and not ours: “Then shall the dust

return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God, who gave it”
(Ecclesiastes 12:7).

These mighty truths have sustained our civilisation for centuries; yet they are
increasingly being challenged and denied. According to the new spirit, operating
under the banner of sovereign human rights and personal autonomy, it is for
the individual and not for God, to decide when the silver chord of life shall
be loosened.

Graphically demonstrated

A particularly graphic illustration of this is to be found in the current debate on
what is euphemistically called “assisted dying” or “euthanasia”. Given that this is
literally a matter of life and death, we shall focus upon some of the contentions
being put forward. Moreover, in considering the temptation to disobey God’s
declared will and sovereign rights, we would note that:

* the desire is dangerous; and
* the process is progressive; therefore
* the response must be resolute.
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1. THE DESIRE IS DANGEROUS

The Garden of Eden is our starting point, being a dire and perpetual warning to
those seeking to usurp God’s sovereign prerogatives. Subtle strategies were
required to coax and cajole the victim into disobedience — so how did the devil do
it? He appealed to mankind’s Achilles’ heel: pride. Thus, in response to Eve’s
initial reluctance to eat of the forbidden tree, the devil retorted: “Ye shall not
surely die . . . ye shall be as gods, knowing good from evil” (Genesis 3:4b, 5b).
“Ye shall be as gods!” The desire is dangerous; and unless successfully resisted,
it causes the unthinkable to become thinkable, and eventually the done thing.
Therefore, it is essential to understand the process whereby the seeds of rebellion
are sown and germinate.To do so,let us look briefly at the opening verse of Psalm 1.

Psalm 1: A danger identified

The dangers are identified and emphasised by reference to a series of negatives.
It says: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
. standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.”

Looked at carefully, it is noticeable that degeneration begins almost unawares.
First, one’s attention is secured, almost without realising it, by subtle suggestions
and arguments, contrary to God’s Word. The imagination is caught, and the mind
is set thinking. The process is repeated. On the second occasion, the arguments
sound even more plausible. At this point, the warning of Proverbs 4:23 is
applicable: “Keep thy heart with all diligence.” . . . But not all heed it, partly
because relatively few nowadays study Scripture. At that point, for some, a
change in attitude is taking place. The psalmist calls it walking . . . in the counsel
of the ungodly. It is really the first step of a downward spiral, sometimes mistaken
for a learning curve.

Imperceptible

The length of time for this to occur varies from person to person. The process is
usually slow and imperceptible — as difficult to discern as the precise moment
when the dusk becomes darkness. Yet, when viewed over a period of time, the
change is incontrovertible.

The outcome is that the person who once stood for particular truths no longer
does so. His views have changed; and he now stands for something else. But the
change does not necessarily stop there. The psalmist describes the next step as
“sitting in the seat of the scornful”. Not only has a further development occurred,
but at that point the victim is actively engaged in enticing others along the same
ungodly path!

2. THE PROCESS IS PROGRESSIVE

This is the process of spiritual and moral declension; but it does not necessarily
stop there. There is a common misconception that there is a point below which sin
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will not fall. You sometimes hear a new low standard being called “rock bottom”.
This is, in one sense, descriptive; but it is inaccurate. Psalm 69:2 reveals the true
position: “I sink in deep mire where there is no standing: I am come into deep
waters where the floods overflow me.” Surely the experience of the past few
decades confirms this?

Jeremiah explains the source of the problem. It is attributable to the dark side
of humanity. He says: “the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). Who can predict what it will be
capable of doing next? Who can say to what depths it might eventually fall?

So we start with the proposition that sin is neither static nor stable: it is capable
of begetting further evil, with the ultimate destination unknown.

Another Explanation
This reality has been described in various ways. Some years ago, in a newspaper
article about euthanasia, a journalist, Bernard Levin, spoke of what he called “The
Fallacy of the Altered Standpoint”. The essence of what he said was this:
Whenever there is a proposal to cross a clearly marked boundary, from an
absolute prohibition — in this case, “Thou shalt not kill” — to a modified
proposition that the intentional killing, or the assisted killing, of the sick and
suffering might be permitted in certain circumstances — certain features are
always present:

» the quoting of hard cases that arouse compassion; N
* the raising of seemingly impossible dilemmas;

* the promise that any change will be accompanied by the most impressive
safeguards against any possible abuse;

* the reassurance that the safeguards will operate in practice as they appear in
theory; and

* the fallacious belief that the proposed change will not only be a very
limited exception to the general rule, but that it will be the only, once and for
all exception.

The Altered Standpoint
Once the fateful step has been taken, and, as he calls it, “the altered standpoint”
has been established, the fallacy is then revealed. Everyone imagined that the first
step was to be the only step; but events will prove them wrong. Moreover,
everyone imagined that the safeguards would operate in practice as they appeared
in theory. Again, events will show they were mistaken. Loopholes will appear;
procedures will be bypassed; and safeguards that seemed so secure will receive
surprising and unexpected interpretations.

Eventually, one change leads to another. After all, it is the first step that is
decisive. Once a boundary has been breached, subsequent changes are easier.
If anyone doubts this, consider the UK Abortion Act 1967. Who imagined that it
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would lead to the destruction of millions of unborn children, of whom the well-
publicised “hard cases” represent but a tiny proportion?

So it will be if the nation is ever persuaded to permit “voluntary euthanasia”.
The warnings could not be clearer.

3. THE RESPONSE MUST BE RESOLUTE

The starting and the finishing point, therefore, must be the Word of God. “Thy
word is very pure; therefore thy servant loveth it” (Psalm 119:140). So what does
the pure Word of God tell us? —

« that we must “hold fast to that which is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21) — and,
in this case that means the Sixth Commandment: “Thou shalt not kill.”
Therefore assisted suicide, or a direct killing, be it misdescribed as “mercy
killing”, or as a “good”, or a “dignified death” cannot be right or good; and

* “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” [Romans 12:21].
Thus the evil of sickness and suffering are not to be overcome by the evil
of murder or suicide, but by the comforting of the sick, the care of the
dying, and by whatever palliative means are available to relieve distress
and suffering.

Above all, Christians must refuse to cower before crises, or to be turned aside
from God by tragedies, or to be immobilised by seeming impossibilities, but
rather to declare in faith: “But my God shall supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19), “the Sun of righteousness . . .
with healing in his wings” (Malachi 4:2). May His Name be trusted, obeyed and
glorified for ever.

Testimonies Requested
DAVID RAMANAUSKAS

WE received a letter from Mr. Ramanauskas telling our readers that he has opened a
Christian website. Many will be uninterested in that information. However, the object
is to provide evidence that God exists, Jesus Christ is Lord, and that the Bible is the
Word of God.

He is looking for testimony as to the power of God in peoples lives, and writes: “I
thought that perhaps readers of your magazine might be able to help, as it is wonderful
to read about the power of God working in people’s lives. Anyone with an unusual
or interesting testimony” should contact him through www.evangelism-today.co.uk,
or write to him at 15 Mortons Close, Halifax HX3 9BW, Yorkshire.
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Book Reviews

Pilgrim’s Progress: Themes and Issues. Barry E. Homer. Evangelical Pregg.
pp- 512, paperback. £11-95. ISBN 0 85234 529 1

Dr. Barry Horner is the pastor of Christian Fellowship Church in North Brunswick, USA.
For many years he has studied the life and ministry of John Bunyan and The Pilgriy’
Progress. This book is the fruit of that study, being a transcript of a course of lectures gp
that book delivered by him at various seminars.

Dr. Horner commences by giving us his reasons why The Pilgrim’s Progress is “a bogk
for our time.” It is not a compendium of Biblical and Christian truth. It “was not written
for academic study” (page 18) nor is it a “non-doctrinal moral novel” (page 19). 7y,
Pilgrim’s Progress is addressed to the Christian believer and though not primarily
evangelistic, it does present the Gospel in all its fulness (page 19).

The title of the book accurately reflects the contents. Major themes are taken up by
Dr. Horner: The Gospel in Pilgrim’s Progress (chapter 5); Sovereignty, election and freg
will (chapter 9); The companionship of Christian and Faithful (chapter 14), etc. The
chapters read as they were probably delivered as lectures. This does not detract from the
book but makes it much easier to read and follow. All in all we are presented with ap
analysis of the book and its value to the Christian reading public of today.

The Pilgrim’s Progress is not a book that should be consigned either to the dusty
shelves of a library nor, as he says on page 17, is it merely a child’s book. Dr. Horner ig
critical of “children’s” editions of The Pilgrim’s Progress. He suggests that children apd
young people should be presented with the full text of The Pilgrim’s Progress “as early a5
possible” (page 427) and that children should be introduced to and led on “from the
adventurous allegorical form to the substance of doctrinal truth in such a way that he or
she enjoys the discovery” (page 428).

I could not agree with all the comments made by the author, particularly chapter 7,
“Sanctification in Pilgrim’s Progress” (pages 145-168), nevertheless this is a good
contemporary commentary on The Pilgrim’s Progress. JEN

Richard Hobson of Liverpool — A Faithful Pastor. Banner of Truth. pp. 384,
clothbound, with photographs. £13.50. ISBN 0 85151 845 1.

Richard Hobson’s autobiography, What hath God Wrought, went into four editiopg,
Despite the large number of volumes this put into circulation, today second-hand copijeg
are not easily obtained. Banner of Truth have therefore done a service by bringing oyt
their own edition of Hobson’s book under the title, Richard Hobson of Liverpool — g
Faithful Pastor.

Born and growing up in poverty in Ireland, Hobson experienced many trials, including
the potato famine. Blessed with godly parents and teaching by the evangelical clergy of
the Church of Ireland, Hobson professed faith in Christ from childhood. He eventua]ly
became a missioner of the Irish Church Missions. During his eleven years in this miniStry
he saw nearly 400 Roman Catholics converted.

Led of God to seek to enter the ministry, Hobson came to England for training, and o
his surprise entered the Church of England rather than the Irish Church, believing this wgag
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the will of God. This it proved to be, for Hobson exercised a remarkable ministry for
thirty-three years at St. Nathaniel’s in Liverpool. When Hobson arrived, the parish was
described as sixteen acres of sin. This was transformed by the power of God during
Hobson’s incumbency. Unashamedly a Churchman, Hobson was equally staunchly
evangelical protestant.

The very readable and interesting account Hobson wrote keeps the reader’s attention,
despite the print not being reset to a modern typeface. " CR

B

J'J’ohn“ Newton: A Slave Set Free. Trene Howat. Christian Focus Publications.
pp. 137, paperback. £3.99. ISBN 1 85792 834 2.

This book tells the story of the slave ship caption who became a Christian and fought to
free the slaves. Aimed at young teenagers, there are “Thinking Further Topics” which deal
with subjects in the life of John Newton and relate them to modern life for the reader.
Where specific answers are required to the Thinking Further Topics, these are provided at
the end of the book. E.HM.

Constrained by His Love — A New Biography on Robert Murray M‘Cheyne. L. J.
Van Valen. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 491, hardback. £15.99. ISBN 1 85792 793 1.

This book was originally published in Dutch in 1993, the 150th anniversary year of the
death of Robert Murray M ‘Cheyne, whose short life and ministry were such an inspiration
to so many. The author has researched much new material and has greatly added to our
knowledge and understanding both of M‘Cheyne himself and his contemporaries. His
early life, ministry at St Peter’s, Dundee, and the visit to Palestine are extensively
chronicled, with frequent quotations adding to the interest. He analyses the influence
which Thomas Chalmers and others had upon M‘Cheyne, and supplies useful pen
portraits of many friends and contemporaries.

Sadly, however, neither the translation into English by Laurence Nicolson, nor the
presentation of the book, does justice to M ‘Cheyne or the author. The title page and cover
read McCheyne, whilst the text of the book is invariably M‘Cheyne. The frequent
clumsiness of expression (is there a lack of appreciation of Dutch idiom on the part of the
translator?), the typographical errors, and the very poor quality of some of the many
illustrations are frequent distractions from the worthiness of the subject. Furthermore, in
a book of such extensive detail, an index is essential, and there isn’t one. Many will
appreciate this new biography, for there is much here to give spiritual encouragement and
stimulus, but how much better it might have been! JPW.

Letter to an Influential Atheistic. Roger Steer. Authentic Lifestyle. pp. 150,
paperback. £7.99. ISBN 1 85078 478 7.

This book is addressed to Richard Dawkins, who holds the Chair of Professor of the
Public Understanding of Science at Oxford University. Dawkins is an arch-critic of
creationists and indeed anyone who should question evolution theory. Writing in the New
Statesman, he describes the scientific journalist Richard Milton’s book, The Facts of
Life, Shattering the Myths of Darwinism, as “loony”, “stupid”, “drivel”, and its author,
“a harmless fruitcake who needs psychiatric help”. This is hardly the language of a
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responsible scientist and teacher. In March 2002, Professor Dawkins denounced
Emmanuel College, Gateshead, for hosting a creation conference and declared that: “Any
science teacher who denies that the world is billions (or even millions) of years old is
teaching a preposterous mind-shrinking falsehood.”

Richard Steer, who is a trustee of the Bible Society, describes himself as . . . not
a so-called “creationist”, who happily accepts evolution by natural selection and says
he will not be making a case to Dawkins for religious belief. Steer attempts to
harmonize evolution with belief in God and seeks to persuade Dawkins along those lines.
I hope Professor Dawkins is easier on him than he is on others he disagrees with.
As evolution has now become a total philosophy which claims to explain the origin
and development of everything within a closed universe and to rule out God, I prefer
to see a book which asks by what rationale should the theory of evolution continue
to be taught as fact and protected from legitimate challenge. Neither Darwinism nor
creationism should be immune from scientific scrutiny. I shall not be recommending.

s . 50

this book. T.M.B.

No Turning back — an exposition of the Epistle to the Hebrews. J. Philip
Arthur. Grace Publications. pp. 240. £8.95. ISBN 0 946462 64 X.

The Hebrew epistle is not easy reading but here is a readable and reliable guide for the
serious Bible reader written by a skilful expositor who has obviously read widely to write
this book. The letter to the Hebrews written to 1st century Jewish Christians, who were
being tempted to go back to Judaism, encourages 21st century believers to persevere on
their journey to heaven. We learn from Hebrews that to turn back from Christ is to turn
back from the great High Priest who made a once-for-all sacrifice for sins when He died
on the cross. His death has made the old covenant obsolete and has established a new
covenant sealed by His blood.

Readers of Hebrews are often puzzied by the warning passages; these are helpfully
explained, including the perplexing chapter 6. The antidote to apostasy is to walk by faith
like those whose stories are told in chapter 11. Commenting on “Enoch walked with God”,
Mr. Arthur writes: “If we were convinced that God was our close companion would we
continue to do certain things, go to certain places, talk about certain subjects? Would it
make a difference to our everyday behaviour if we were conscious that Jesus was there
with us?” On Abraham he says: “Abraham had no idea where he was going, but he knew
who was going with him and that made all the difference.”

This book is highly recommended and is suitable for daily reading alongside an
open Bible. It employs the NKIJ version. S.K.E.

Fix Your Eyes on Jesus. Frank Allred. Grace Publications. pp. 222, paperback.
£8.95. ISBN 0 946462 65 8 on the back cover; title page gives 0 946462 66 8.

This is a book in three parts focussing on the glory of Christ, using the N.LV. for all
Scripture quotations. The author is a retired Church of England minister who draws freely
on his over 40 years’ experience to provide effective illustrations of many points.
Throughout he stresses the great privileges given to believers as the children of God, and
he sees the recovery of the awareness of this as the answer to most spiritual problems,
insisting that such awareness is to be had from the Bible as our only guide if we are to fix
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our eyes on Jesus. “The only authority [the Church] has is the authority of Scripture”
(page 150).

In fact, the chapter, “Seeing Jesus in His Word”, would by itself be a good starting point
for Bible study groups. Two other chapters very useful as separate studies would be those
on “The Role of the Holy Spirit”, to serve as a corrective to many wrong ideas prevalent
today, and “Seeing Jesus in Our Suffering” — an ever present problem.

All in all this is a thoughtful but plain-spoken book with much to offer on many aspects
of the Christian life, of value to new and well-seasoned believers alike. GFEHH

Brothers, we are not professionals. John Piper. Christian Focus Publications.
pp- 286, paperback. £9.99. ISBN 1 85792 893 8.

This controversial preacher highlights some important aspects of pastoral care. The book
has 30 chapters, each one majoring on the preacher’s responsibilities. The title introduces
the main theme that ministers are not “doing a job” but “the life-giving preacher is a man
of God”. Some of Piper’s extremes are evident, but the teaching from Scripture is wise
advice for all pastors.

Readers should not be put off by some of the chapter headings — this is Piper
trying to shock. The chapter on Hell is particularly moving in a day when a confused
world needs to know the consequences of its wickedness. The chapters are short and to
the point, making it a book easy to read. Every preacher will benefit from this unusual
publication. PK

Single Women: Challenge to the Church? Kristin Aune. Paternoster Press.
pp- 163, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 1 84227 115 6.

This book’s origins as an MA thesis are apparent in the approach of the author to her
subject. Based on interviews with a sample of one hundred unmarried women, it begins
with a wealth of statistics on the ratios of single men to women in the church, and
forecasts for the UK population as a whole. The following chapters attempt to assess the
way in which the church treats single women through extensive quotes from the
interviewees. The author concludes with a series of fairly general recommendations to the
church, and the assessment that as all Christians are married to Christ there is actually
little debate to be had. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version,
Anglicized edition. EHM.

The Safe Place. Patricia St. John. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 20, hardback.
£5.99. ISBN 1 85792 779 6.

Patricia St. John takes the well-known story of the mother hen who dies protecting her
chicks from a fire as the basis for this children’s story. It is supplemented with a prayer
and further Bible readings to reinforce the themes of love and sacrifice.

The hardback edition is fully illustrated and serves as a good introduction to the
author’s wide range of books for children. The suggested age range is Read to Me 4-6
years, and Read by Myself 7-10 years. E.H.M.
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The Irish Puritans: James Ussher and the Reformation of the Church.
Crawford Gribben. Evangelical Press. pp. 160, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 536 4. -

This second review is included by request.

This is a very moving book on a tragic theme, yet it provides us with many sound lessons
from history. Crawford Gribben is a morning and night watchman according to Isaiah 21
and shows us where the churches have erred in their witness to Ireland.

On the morning side is the life and witness of Archbishop James Ussher who, in
combining the sound teaching of the Thirty-Nine Articles, Lambeth Articles and the
Homilies, in his Irish Articles set up a model creed second to none. Gribben sees Ussher’s
work as a Reformed Watchtower in Ireland which still calls the Irish to leave Rome and
the petty church and denominational bickerings of both Establishment and Dissent and
form a true Church of the Lord Jesus Christ which knows no national or denominational
barriers. Gribben, following Schaefer’s definitions, looks forward to a church in a still
sadly divided Ireland which will one day display an “orthodoxy of community” coupled
with an “orthodoxy of doctrine™.

On the night side, Gribben shows not only the failure of the rebellion under Cromwell
but the failure of Rome for not holding the truth, the failure of Episcopalianism for not
spreading it, and the failure of Dissent for not living up to it. Above all, he shows the
miserable failure of the Puritans who put flag before Gospel and neglected to evangelise
the Irish people. The result today is that Ireland is still experiencing the night and is one
of the most neglected countries in the world with hardly a view of Jesus, the Bright and
Morning Star. Indeed, Gribben goes so far as to say that evangelicals are too much in love
with the world to go over to Ireland and help win her people for Christ. The objective
reader might think this is a gross exaggeration, but after reading the book, he will see that
there is much truth in Gribben's statement.

The author is rightly alarmed at the idea of many Christians that Ireland can only be
evangelized if she keeps to the present political status quo or the idea that a fully
independent Ireland must remain popish and an allegiance with Britain guarantees the
saving Gospel. He argues with great lucidity that, “if the failure of Puritan missions
teaches us anything, it teaches us that the Gospel will never win Ireland while it comes
packaged in any kind of national flag — red, white and blue, or green, white and gold.
National flags are what Christians trip over.” Much has been sown in tears in Ireland,
which gives Gribben the assurance that the Lord of the Harvest will bless the sowers with
a time of joyful reaping. G.E.

ﬁ Y
THE JAMES BEGG SOCIETY

The Works of Thomas Halyburion Vol. 3
FAITH AND REVELATION
£12.99 incl. postage

Available from: The James Begg Society » 20 Abbotswell Crescent ¢ Kincorth
Aberdeen ¢ AB12 5AR






