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we are least expecting them, and we are so taken up with the pain of them that we
can easily think that they have come from within us, from our own hearts. And
often they come not just singly but in showers.

Now the Lord's people must be prepared for this to happen, and aware that it
does happen - even to the saintliest of such people. We do not often hear it spoken
of, it is a very intimate subject, and in much of today's Church most people fear
that others would not understand, much less sympathise. When we look to the
Puritan writers, we find it is more common than generally supposed. William
Bridge knew it. John Bunyan knew it. J. C. Philpot knew it. C. H. Spurgeon knew
it. Hymnwriter Joseph Hart knew it. Christian believers, realise that you are in
good company when it hits yonl

As I have already hinted, there is a real danger that when we are assailed in this
way, we fail to recognise that these things are Satan's fiery darts, and we get them
muddled up with our own thoughts, and think that they have arisen from within
as - that we are guilty of them. And this leads to the most intense spiritual pain -
even to agony of soul. Do you know anything of this? Are you prepared for it?
Even if this has not happened to you as yet, be prepared, for it may come when
you are least expecting it.

WHEN DO THESE DARTS COME?

There is no set pattern. Always the element of surprise - ambush.

" Gird thy heavenly armour on. Wear it ever, night and day
Ambushed lies the evil one. Watch and pray."

But let me now suggest to you some of the times when these darts may come.
The list is far from exhaustive, but I trust that it may prove helpful to some degree.

First of all, we may expect these fiery darts when most we are seeking and
praying for deeper sanctification. We hear the command to follow after
righteousness and true holiness - to grow in grace and in the knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ - to seek to be more like Him. There. arises in the heart an
intense longing to come closer to the Lord and to be just exactly what He would
have us to be. And we pray for this with real earnestness and strong desire. Then
suddenly there cornes in a fiery dart of unbelief - of sinful thought - of unclean
desire. And immediately we think it has come from our own minds, whereas it is
really one of Satan's fiery darts.

John Newton expressed this superbly in verse, when he wrote -

"I asked the Lord that I might grow in wisdom, love and every grace,
Might more of His salvation know, and seek more earnestly His face.

I thought that in some favoured hour at once He'd answer my request,
, And by His love's constraining power, subdue my sins and give me rest.
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Instead of this, He made me feel the hidden evils of my heart
And bade the angry powers of hell assault my soul in every part."

\nd Newton goes on to describe with wonderful accuracy the anguish of the soul
rs it feels more and more intensely the filth of sin within. And this is far from an
rsolated or unusual experience. The whole hymn is well worth reading, and has
oflen been of immense comfort to struggling souls, including my own.

ln the second place, we may expect these fiery darts when all is going well in
6e spiritual life, or in the things of Providence. It is the summer of the soul. No
storrns arise, and we have peace within. Happy in communion with the Lord.
Enjoying freedom in prayer. But it is so easyjust then to be caught offguard, and
even become just a little careless - and there comes suddenly the fiery dart.

Or perhaps after some great victory or special blessing in the journey of the
sul as in the case of Elijah. Totally unafraid on Mount Carmel, with the wonder
of the fire coming down from heaven. A majestic and thrilling triumph of faith as
he alone faced the prophets of Baal and of the Groves. But then - the fiery dart
lrom the wicked one, and he flees in terror from the threat of just one woman, and
prays that he might die! The contrast is almost unbelievable, but it is true. Or
pcrhaps when weary or even exhausted, like Peter after Gethsemane. "I will not
deny thee in any wise," was his passionate assertion originally. But yet Satan's
hery dart in the form of the words of a mere servant girl caught him out and he
Jenied his Lord with oaths and curses.

WHAT IS SATAN'S DESIGN IN HURLING TI{ESE DARTS?

He cannot hurt the Lord personally, for His days of temptation are over for eveq
and He is now glorified in heaven. So Satan seeks to hurt Him by hurting His
members who are still on earth. The Lord Jesus, in a way we cannot fully
understand, really does feel for His saints in their spiritual warfare. He feels for
them in any weakness or distress, and is touched with the feeling of their
rnfirmities. Of Satan's hatred of Christ there is no limit that we can see, and he
vents that hatred on His people. I personally believe that Satan knows he cannot
prevent any of the Lord's true people from reaching heaven, but such is his malice
that he tries to cause them as much pain and agony as possible in their souls.
Distress and anguish are his aim in shooting these fiery darts.

When a Christian walks with the Lord in the light of His Word, and has
assurance of sin forgiven, and liberty in prayer, and precious communion with
God, and a sense of the divine favour, he is really happy. He walks with a
lightsome step and a joyful heart.In the realm of his fei:lings he has peace and joy
abounding. It is most blessed to be like that, and Satan does not like to see it! But
if he can bring a Christian to misery and anguish in the realm of his thoughts and
feelings, it gives him a perverse delight to do so. And if he can, by these means,
destroy our inward peace and our joy and fellowship with the Lord, he will use
every means in his power to do so.
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LET US NOW LOOK AT SOME OF THESE FIERY DARTS

There is the dart of bringing our sins into vivid recollection

Satan is a past master at this. Sins long since forgotten by us he can, and does,
bring back into our minds with startling clarity. Sins of our youth can and do
suddenly rise up and condemn us. The psalmist rightly cried, "Remember not the
sins of my youth". But perhaps even more painful is the recollection of sins
committed since our conversion to the Lord. "Look!" says the evil one. "You have
sinned against light and love. You have gone beyond the reach of mercy. You are
a backslider. Your whole position is false - all you have is merely on the surface."
He will conceal from you all the good you have ever done in Jesus' Name, and
magnify every sin committed since conversion. It is amazing how he can bring
back to your mind the remembrance of sins committed - unholy thoughts, words,
deeds, and things of long ago which have lain hidden in the memory, perhaps for
years. And he will turn the spotlight on them and say - "Look. This is the real you.
You have sinned against the Holy Spirit. There is no pardon for you."

This can be, and often is, a terrible experience - this fiery dart. It causes
intense pain and spiritual distress, sometimes beyond description. Have you
ever experienced it? Perhaps not, but be prepared, and do not be surprised if
it happens!

Or there can be the dart of casting doubt on our conversion
"Ah!" says Satan, "you never were truly converted. You never had a real and deep
conviction of sin. You just made a human decision. Your faith is not a God-given
faith - you are like all those others who have made a fair showing in the flesh but
they did not last. You are like Judas. He was never a real disciple. You are like
Demas, who lefi Paul because he loved this present world. You are a stony ground
hearer - made a good show at first, but the root of the matter was never in you."
This is a most painful dart!

Or there can be some strange "fiery trial"

. . . as mentioned in Peter's first Letter. There are some trials which are so personal
and individual that we cannot share them with anyone. And this makes them
particularly painful and distressing because we feel so utterly alone in them. Peter
speaks of a "strange" fiery trial which is to try you, as though some "strange"

thing had happened to you. And the word "strange".here means "foreign, alien,
unusual" - something which took you by surprise. Something you do not
understand, and would scarcely have believed could happen to you. But it ftas
happened, and you do not know what to do with it or how to cope with it. Each
one of us may have our peculiar fiery trial of this nature. It may be that you are
undergoing this, and feel that you cannot cope with it or get rid of it. And the Lord
seems silent when you cry to Him.
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C)r there may come the fiery dart of sudden temptation to sin
()ur hearts are full of combustible material. Even so holy a man as David was
nflamed by such a dart. It was but a glance at Bathsheba, but he fell into a long
--ourse of adultery, deceit and murder. Even the sweet singer of Israel and author
of those wonderful Psalms was caught off guard and trapped in a moment.

Or there is the fiery dart of some filthy or blasphemous thought
It can come suddenly and apparently from nowhere. This can be really
fnghtening, and is more common than many people think. Martin Luther and
C. H. Spurgeon both suffered from this, and so did John Bunyan and others. I was
rcading recently of a true man of God who was unspeakably distressed in this
*.ay, and could obtain no relief day nor night for a long period - and this at a time
s'hen he was praying and seeking especially to glorify God. But what are we to
do when these darts come?

WE ARE TO HOLD UP THE SHIELD OF FAITH

And this, says our text, is the weapon whereby we shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked one. Faith in the word of God over and above the most
trightening and distressing of Satan's fiery darts. God's Word is a mighty shield.
shields in Roman times were backed with metal, and no fiery dart whatsoever
;ould pierce them. Such is the Word of God, on which our faith rests.

We must learn to use that Word, that we may know how to hold it up and use
rl at the right time and place to quench those fiery darts. The importance of
sarurating ourselves in Holy Scripture, by the grace of God, simply cannot be
overestimated. For faith is not just hope, it is absolute certainty. But it has to be
used and exercised. We must take hold of the shield. We must know which
scripture to use against which fiery dart. The actual use of the shield is all-
rmportant. Grasp it! Hold it! Seek the help of the Holy Spirit in knowing when,
where, and how to use it.

Going back to some of the darts mentioned earlier, let u6 see how this works
out. When Satan brings our sins into vivid recollection Hold up this shield: "The

blood of Jesus Christ . . . cleanseth us from all sin." rt goes on cleansing - that is
the meaning. "Sin shall not have dominion over you." "There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."

When Satan casts doubt on our conversion. Hold up this shield: "He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." Hold it
high, that it may quench that fiery dart!

When Satan casts the dart of some strange fiery trial. Hold up this shield: "But

God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able." Or
again: "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee . . . when thou
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walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned." In other words - you will be
rid of this trial - you are passing through it, not caught up permanently in it.

The important thing is to know, by God's grace, which Scriptures to use for
which fiery dart. We are to reason and talk to ourselves from the Word of God.
We are to take it as the ground of our faith - let God be true and every man a liar.
Not Satan's lies, suggestions and arguments, but the plain statements of God's
Word. Here alone is our shield, and we have the promise that it is a weapon with
which we shall be ahle to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. May we
all, by His grace, be enabled to prove it.

- a -

Book Reviews
Writings of Thomas Peck,3 Volumes. The Banner of Thuth Thust. f39.95.

Peck was born in 1822 and died in 1893. He was a tutor at Union Theological
Seminary in its heyday as a Reformed College.

He was a man of penetrating intellect which he brought to bear on many
different subjects, all of which are still of great importance to us today. For
example, in Volume 2 he has a paper on Science and Revelation in which he
enunciates certain principles which are perennial; e.g.: "If the universe and the
Bible come from the same author, they can never contradict each other. . . . " Or
again: "The interpretation of nature must not contradict the interpretation of the
Word . bear in mind that the question here is not about facts, but the
interpretation of facts." He brings these principles to bear upon a particular
question, that of pre-history: "The origin of the world is from the nature of the
case . . a matter lying beyond the range of science and of human history. The
Creator of it is the only competent witness. How his testimony, as the Church
believes, was given through and recorded by Moses; and this testimony must
override, annul or correct all conclusions and inferences from analogy what-
soever, (a) because in all such inferences the only guide of,the reason is analogy.
It is a maxim universally admitted that 'all causes will produce like effects'. This
maxim makes science a prophet - it can predict;and the fulfilment of its predic-
tions establish its claim to be science. But the converse of the maxim, that 'l ike

effects must have been produced by like causes' is not equally valid. If it were,
science would be a historian as well as aprophet, which it is not" (page29).

I quote this as an example of the penetration that Peck brings to a subject and
which seems to be lacking in Christian apologetics these days.

Again, his critique of the "New Theology" of Horace Bushnell and his book,
God was in Christ is acute. Peck exposes the fundamental weaknesses and
contradictions of Bushnell's subjective theory of the atonement, showing that if,
as Bushnell claimed, it was a platfbrm thit could be shared by Pro-resranrs,
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ghilosophers and papists, it must have very little real content. Bushnell, says Peck,
:lls us that " 'he has been the readier' as a result of his theory, 'to accept as many
crwds as fell in his way'. The only damning sin is to believe anything rn
prticular"' (page 45). This has echoes today when anyrhing seems to go in the
Churches. "These 'Discourses'," Peck concludes, "furnish melancholy evidence
of the progress of infidel principles in the Church. The time was when the denial
of the divine authority of the Scriptures was a distinguishing badge of the enemies
of Christianity; that time has past."

other papers in volume 2 include "The Reformation . . . its causes and Results:-The Place of Ancient Greece in the Providential Order"; and "Progress in
Tleology", etc. volume 1 likewise contains many papers of great usefulness and
rclevance, such as "The Worship of the Church", "fhe Lord's Supper: Infant
Baptism"; "Observance of the Lord's Day"; "Revivals of.Religion", etc. Volume
-i contains material which is more of an expository nature with notes and sermons
on Acts, and other serrnons and outlines. These books are a valuable resource for
6e minister and the student. D.N.S.

The Searcher of Hearts. John Newton. christian Focus Publications. ISBN
3146. pp. 160. S6.99.

These unpublished notes on Romans 8:26-34, transcribed by Marylynn Rouse,
were originally prepared for Newton and Cowper's midweek meetings at olney,
end God honoured them in awakening many to their true state. That alone makes
them of great interest to God's children. Newton had outstanding experience of
God, a genuinely holy life and knowledge of men. A sailor to the end, with a bluff,
direct, commanding, and yet gently friendly manner, his searching words were
rceptable to all, especially the young. Anyone expecting a complete exposition
of these verses will be disappointed, but Newton's strength lies in speaking,
through exposition, to the heart.

The modernising of these 28 lectures is not overdone, and the AV is retained.

E.M.

.|mazing Love. The Parabte of the Protligal Son. lot n R. de Witt. The
Banner ofTfuth Ttust. ISBN 0 851151. pp. 160. S3.50.

Dr. de witt is a Trustee of the Banner of rruth Trust and served in several
congregations in the United States. This 1999 reprint (first published in 1981)
coincides with the commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the author's
ordination in the ministry of God's Word.

There is clarity in the sermons, making clear the grace of God and the need for
repentance by all men everywhere. No one who reads this book will be left in
any doubt about the Saviour's call to forsake sin, whether as a prodigal, or as a
.elf-satisfied elder brothe.. 

,.a.
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Overcoming h.fe\ Difficulties. Peter Jeffrey. Evangelical Press. ISBN 0
85234 434 l. pp. 128 paperback. 94.95.

This book is subtitled Learning from the Book of Joshua. The Introduction states
the need to study the Old Testament, and to see that it is relevant for today. It
shows that the spiritual life is not an endless line of prosperity and ease, but a
continual battle, as demonstrated by the invasion of Canaan.

The author begins by taking small steps into the early chapters of Joshua,
taking note of the various lessons being taught about the nature of the battle with
temptation and sin, and showing how God is continually teaching His people
through all manner of trials. He then begins to lengthen his stride through the
book, pausing at various points to draw further lessons. All of these are relevant
to individual believers, to groups, and to congregations. Each lesson is contained
in a short chapter, with brief sections and clear application. The final chapter,
Being totally committed to God, is a call to study history (both in the Bible and
after) to see how God has kept faith with His people down the ages. This should
encourage all believers to trust Him in all circumstances, rather than become
despondent. The other characteristic Christians need is total commitment to God.
There can be no half-hearted service for God; it is all or nothing. Since Christ has
done all for us we must do all for Him.

The book is readable, clear, and straightforward. It is a good introduction to an
area so often ignored in the Church at large. It serves as something of an antidote
to the insipid thinking that passes for the Gospel among so many today, for here
we see that being a Christian is not the key to a life of ease and rest.

Quotations are from the NIV; when the NIV is put beside any decent writing its
poverty of style and language becomes very plain. E.J.M.
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