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“From December, 1775, to June, 1776, Mr. Toplady was the Editor, which
enhanced the sale considerably; some of the anonymous parts he composed
therein shine conspicuous. He often appeared under the modest character
of ‘Minimus’.. Sometimes he adopted the descriptive signature of
‘Concionator’, and a few papers with the initials of his own name. With the
assistance of ingenious and learned correspondents, he continued for a time’
to enrich and diversify this monthly entertainment for the public.”

The delicate condition of the beloved Editor’s health obliged his giving up
this important branch of his literary work, though, in the short period of his
management of the Magazine he effectually and permanently stamped upon it a
character which it retains to this day, one which may be tersely summarised in the
words of Holy Writ, “Speaking the truth in love” (Ephesians 3:15). Many of the
precious Gospel hymns which owe their origin to the gracious and gifted pen of
dear Toplady appeared first in our pages, notably that imperishable composition
which has ministered divine consolation alike in the palace and the cottage, Rock
of Ages, cleft for me. In The Gospel Magazine for 1776 that hymn first saw the
light although it is evident the author penned the immortal lines some time
antecedently, for we find two quotations from it introduced by him in a
“Reflection” on Genesis 12:5, entitled, Life a Journey, which was published in the
Magazine during the previous year. Rock of Ages, signed “A.T.”, was printed in
the March number in 1776, and was headed, A Living and Dymg Prayer for the
Holiest Believer in the World.

REv. ERASMUS MIDDLETON

Mr. Toplady was succeeded in the Editorship of our pages by the Rev. Erasmus
Middleton, whose father bore the same Christian name. He was born at
Horncastle, Lincolnshire, in 1739. After reading for some time with the Rev.
Joseph Townsend, at Pewsey, Wilts., he, in 1767, entered Edmund Hall, Oxford. :

Whilst in residence there, it appears that he was in the habit of meeting Dr.
Shillingfleet (then Fellow of Merton College, a well known writer, and a
cherished friend of good Lady Huntingdon’s) at Mrs. Durbridge’s, where the
Doctor, after expounding the Scriptures, and offering prayer, would invite the
students to do likewise. :

Those who took part in these gatherings were branded as enthusiasts, who
talked of inspiration, regeneration, and drawing nigh to God, and who sang hymns
in private houses! Dr. Durell, the Vice Chancellor of the University, did not
scruple to expel Mr. Middleton on this charge, along with five other
undergraduates, notwithstanding the friendly intervention in their behalf of Mr.:
George Whitefield, Mr. Magowan, and Sir Richard Hill.

On this event occurring, in 1768, Mr. Middleton proceeded to Cambridge,
where he was supported by “Fuller”, the banker, a Nonconformist, at King’s:
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College. His ordination took place in Ireland, the Bishop of Down having
accepted him as a candidate for the ministry. He married a daughter of Sir Gilbert
Grierson, Bart., of Lagg, Dumfries, and for some time ministered at Dalkeith.

In 1775 he was appointed Lecturer at St. Benet’s, Gracechurch Street, London,
after he had held a similar post at St. Helen’s, Bishopsgate. In 1783 he became
Chaplain to the Countess of Crauford and Lindsay. Soon after this the degree of
B.D., Cambridge, was conferred on him, probably by his having become what
was known as “a ten-year man”. In 1784 he accepted the Curacy of St. Andrew-
by-the-Wardrobe, under the Rev. William Romaine, and subsequently he became
Curate to the Hon. and Rev. W. B. Cadogan, at St. Luke’s, Chelsea. With the
Evangelical Rector of Chelsea he remained until that gentleman’s death, when he
was appointed Assistant Minister at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, with the Rev.
John Davis. Here he remained six years, and here he lost his wife, in 1802. Two
years later Mr. Middleton was presented to the Rectory of Turvey, Beds., by Miss
Sarah Fuller, and here he died and was buried in 1805. He left two daughters
(writes the Rev. G. F. W. Munby, the present courteous Rector of Turvey), one of
- whom, Elizabeth, married Mr. Hull, of Olney, and the other, Margaret, died,
unmarried, and was buried at Olney, in 1856.

It was during Mr. Middleton’s tenure of the London Lectureship that he
conducted The Gospel Magazine. He was a man of deep piety, and his pulpit
discourses were evidently exceptionally powerful and truthful. In The Gospel
Magazine for February, 1776, is found the review of a funeral sermon preached
by him at St. Benet’s entitled, Grace Triumphant. This review bears Toplady’s
favourite signature, “Minimus”, and it speaks of Mr. Middleton’s gifts, soundness,
and humility in the highest terms, and of his pulpit style as “masterly and
Evangelical”. The preacher was then a young man, and Toplady says: “From the
tenor of his admirable sermon, the public are authorised to expect very great
things from the pen of so devout, so judicious, and so masterly a writer as
Mr. Middleton. Blessed be God for such able and faithful labourers! And thanks
to free grace, that not only the lives of the people who are continually converted
under their ministry, but their deaths also reflect honour and lustre on that glorious
Gospel which is, in deed and in truth, the power of God unto salvation.”

Mr. Middleton’s portrait appeared in the February Gospel Magazine for 1778.
He brought out his invaluable Biographia Evangelica — an account of eminent
authors and ministers — in four volumes, in 1779.

CONTRIBUTORS

During the first eighteen years of the issue of our Magazine, that is, down to 1783,
the following worthies enriched its pages by their contributions: The Rev. John
Newton, as “Omicron”, twenty-six letters; as “Vigil”, fifteen papers — afterwards
forming a most valuable permanent volume; the Rev. John Berridge, as “Old
Everton”; the Rev. Augustus Toplady, under the signatures of “Minimus” and
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“Concionator”, as already intimated; Mr. John Ryland, as “Elachistoteros™;
Mr. William Mason, as “W.M., Rotherhithe”, Mr. Joel Abraham Knight, of
the Tabernacle, Moorfields, as “J.H.K.”; with Lady Huntingdon, the Rev.
Henry Venn, the Rev. William Romaine, Mr. Samuel Medley, and a goodly
cloud of other ready writers in the cause of God and truth too numerous to
be particularised.

MR. WALTER Row, 1796-1838

During the period that the issue of The Gospel Magazine was suspended, the
Spiritual Magazine nominally took its place — until 1796 — when Mr. Walter
Row, a personal friend of Mr. Toplady’s, to whom his executors entrusted
many of his manuscripts and the publishing of his works, revived our Publication,
and continued to edit it, supported and aided by the literary contributions of the
Rev. Dr. Hawker, Mr. Samuel Eyles Pierce, Rev. Richard Hale, Rev. Watts
Wilkinson and others, until 1838, when he rested from his labours. The Magazine
maintained its original truthful character throughout the remarkably long
editorship of Mr. Row.

REv. DR. DOUDNEY, 1840-1893

For a short time it passed into the hands of the Rev. Bagnall Baker, and in June,
1840, when our much loved and venerated brother and friend, the late Rev. Dr..
Doudney, acquired it, and for fifty-three years edited its pages to the great
edification and comfort of God’s scattered people. Our readers need no comments
of ours on the depth of spiritual affection which grew up and to the last continued,
between themselves and dear Dr. Doudney through the medium of The Gospel
Magazine. Nor can they ever abate their tender love for the memory of the deeply
taught writer of the “Wayside Notes” — the late Mr. Cowell — who edited the
Magazine from the date of Dr. Doudney’s death until the close of 1894, when,
having kept the faith, he too finished his course, and exchanged the pen for the
palm, and the “wayside” for the palace of the King.

Blessed men of God! What a record of Christian stewardship have they left
behind them! The imperishable truths, for which they jealously contended, shine
out as brightly from the pages of their time-honoured writings as on the far-off
days when they registered them. And sure we are that, could they now visit us in_
person, they would bid us stand fast, contend earnestly for the Covenant doctrines
of the Gospel, and, through grace, prove faithful unto death.

And shall we not, beloved friends? A precious inheritance has come down to us
in The Gospel Magazine from the hands of a noble spiritual ancestry, and with it:
corresponding responsibilities. :
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Evangelical Religion
J. C. RYLE |
“Approve things that are excellent” (Philippians 1:10)

I. EVANGELICAL PRINCIPLES

1. The Absolute Supremacy of Holy Scripture

Show us anything, plainly written, in that Book, we will receive it, believe it, and
submit to it. Show us anything contrary to that Book, and however specious,
plausible, beautiful and apparently desirable, we will not have it at any price.

2. The Doctrine of Human Sinfulness and Corruption

Man is radically diseased. I believe that ignorance of the extent of the Fall, and of
. the whole doctrine of original sin, is one grand reason why many can neither
understand, appreciate, nor receive Evangelical Religion.

3. The Work and Office of our Lord Jesus Christ
The eternal Son of God is our Representative and Substitute.

We maintain that people ought to be continually warned not to make a Christ
of the Church.

We hold that nothing whatever is needed between the soul of man the sinner,
and Christ the Saviour, but simple child-like faith.

4. The Inward Work of the Holy Spirit

We maintain that the things which need most to be pressed on men’s attention are
those mighty works of the Holy Spirit, inward repentance, faith, hope, hatred of
sin, and love to God’s law. We say that to tell men to take comfort in their baptism
or church membership when these all-important graces are unknown, is not
merely a mistake, but positive cruelty.

5. The Outward and Visible Work of the Holy Ghost in the Life of Man

We maintain that to tell a man he is “born of God” or regenerated, while living in
carelessness or sin, is a dangerous delusion.

It is the position we assign to these five points which is one of the grand
characteristics of Evangelical theology. We say boldly that they are first,
foremost, chief and principal things in Christianity.

II. EVANGELICAL PROTESTATIONS

1. We protest against the modern practice of first personifying the Church, then
deifying it, and finally idolising it.
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2. We refuse to admit that Christian Ministers are in any sense sacrificing priests.
We find that sacerdotalism or priestcraft has frequently been the curse of
Christianity, and the ruin of true religion.

3. We refuse to admit that Christ’s Sacraments convey grace ex opere operato.
We protest against the idea that in baptism the use of water, in the Name of the
Trinity, is invariably and necessarily accompanied by regeneration. We protest
against the theory that the Lord’s Supper is a sacrifice. Above all, we protest
against the notion of any local presence of Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s
Supper, under the forms of bread and wine, as “idolatry to be abhorred of all
faithful Christians”.

4. We refuse to join the cry, “No Bishop, no Church”. We refuse to believe that
bishops are infallible, or that their words are to be believed when they are not in
harmony with the Scriptures.

5. We maintain that there can be no real unity without oneness in the faith. We
protest against the idea of unity based on a common Episcopacy, and not on a
common belief of Christ’s Gospel. We abhor the very idea of re-union with Rome,
unless Rome first purges herself from her many false doctrines and superstitions.

III. EVANGELICAL PERSUASIONS

1. Substitute anything for Christ, and the Gospel is totally spoiled!

2. Add anything to Christ, and the Gospel ceases to be a pure Gospel!

3. Interpose anything between man and Christ, and man will neglect Christ for
the thing interposed!

4. Spoil the proportions of Christ’s Gospel, and you spoil its efficacy!

5. Evangelical religion must be the Gospel, the whole Gospel and nothing but
the Gospel.

IV. EVANGELICAL PRACTICES

“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong”
(I Corinthians 16:13)

1. Take heed that personal religion is thoroughly and entirely Evangelical. The
world is possessed with a devil of false charity about religion.

2. Do not compromise Evangelical principles. Watch narrowly new church
decorations, new church music, and a semi-histrionic mode of going through
church worship. ;
3. Observe that they do no good at all who attempt to mix up Evangelical

preaching and a Ritual ceremonial. The world is never won by trimming and
compromising; by facing both ways, and trying to please all. :

.
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4. Look the danger manfully in the face and fight with the same Word that
Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley fought with.

5. The path of duty is clear, plain, and unmistakable. Union and organisation of
all Protestant and Evangelical Churchmen; untiring exposure of the Popish
dealings of our antagonists by the pulpit, the platform, and the press. I say —

No surrender! No desertion! No compromise! No disgraceful peace!

The Narrative of the Cross
GARDINER SPRING

HE was now ready to be offered — such a victim as the sun never beheld — a
sacrifice to abolish and swallow up all other sacrifices — the last oblation. Justice
burned with wrathful fury. It was a spectacle to the universe. God beheld it; for
God was there. His invisible angels laid by their harps, and were the silent and
astonished spectators of the scene. And the dark spirits of hell were there, flitting
across and hovering over the scene, instigating the murderers. They led Him a
little way out of the city, and there “they crucified him”. It was not a sudden and
immediate death, but one of agonizing, lingering torment. Nor was it an honorable
one, but the most ignominious ever imposed upon the vilest of men. The Jewish
law stigmatized it as the foulest and most indelible curse, while the sanguinary
code of Rome reserved it as the last and bitterest ingredient infused into the cup
of misery and shame. They strip Him of His cloak, and then of His coat, and then
take off His undergarments, that He may be naked upon the cross. They fasten
Him by nails driven through His hands and feet, and with Him two malefactors,
Jesus in the midst. “It pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief.”
This was the bitter cup, and the last stage of His woeful passion.

There was something in this scene of woe which 1 know not that the human
mind has ever comprehended. Never was there any sorrow like unto His sorrow.
Nor do I know that its full weight and measure can be comprehended; and only
know that, sustained as the man Christ Jesus was by His union with the Deity,
He was overwhelmed. Nay, more, though the created and uncreated natures
were here combined in one Person, it shrank and staggered. The commission
was executed, “Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, and against the man that
is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts”. And when that sword descended, griefs
overwhelmed Him, that were equivalent to the claims of avenging justice on
sinning men, and griefs, in many particulars, resembling those which overwhelm
the reprobate in the world of mourning. Guiltless and adorable as He was, He held
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in His hands that cup of trembling, the dregs whereof “all the wicked of the earth
shall wring them out, and drink them”.

The only relief to the gloom of this dark scene is found in the dignity and
loveliness of the Sufferer. While the infatuated Jews still indulged themselves in
their ill-timed and cruel raillery, wagging their heads and saying, “If thou be the
Son of God, come down from the cross”, the sole rebuke He uttered was
expressed in the prayer, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do™!
To the suppliant malefactor who was suspended by his side He said, “Today shalt
thou be with me in paradise”. Here too we find one at least, the best beloved of
His disciples, and some faithful women, undismayed by the terrors of the scene,
and watching Him to the last. Near the cross stood Mary, His mother, weeping;
and with her, John, the disciple whom He loved. To her He says, “Woman, behold
thy son”; to him, “behold thy mother™!

It was now the ninth hour of the day. The important moment fixed on from
eternity for the Author of life to die was at hand. There had been a preternatural
darkness over the land from the sixth hour, when this mournful scene began, to
the ninth hour. The Father hitherto was wont to smile on His beloved Son; but
now the Sufferer cried, “My God! My God! why hast thou forsaken me?”. The
earth trembled; the rocks cleft asunder; the graves yielded up their dead; the vail
of the temple, for so many ages undisturbed, was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom; and Jesus cried with a loud voice, “It is finished!”. The scene was over.
And when He had said, “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit”, He “bowed -
His head, and gave up the ghost”. The mighty work of man’s redemption was
finished. The great event on which Christianity was now completed. The eternal
Son of God had expired on the cross. . . .

Such is the story of the cross. Has it no attractions? Other events there have
been of mighty interest; but this outweighs them all. Distinguished in the counsels.
of heaven above all other scenes ever beheld by angels or men, this tragical event
is destined to awaken the attention of a slumbering world. With eager expectation
did men look forward to it before it was accomplished; and now that it is past, will
they look back upon it to the end of time. The world is full of proof of the intense
interest with which the giddy and thoughtless have contemplated the cross, and
the devout gloried in it. No minister of the Gospel ever rehearsed the narrative.
without a listening auditory; no mother ever sang it over the pillow of her babe
without tenderness; no child ever read it without a throbbing heart. No living man
ever perused it with indifference; no dying man ever listened to it without
emotion. The cross will be remembered when everything else is forgotten. It has
intrinsic power, and God Himself has invested it with attractions peculiarly its
own. The Scriptures point to the cross, and say, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”. The
most emphatic announcement they make is, “Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world!”. The brightest and most wondrous vision of
John, of all he beheld on earth when lightened by the glory of the descending
angel, and of all he beheld in heaven, was that of which he says, “I beheld, and,
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lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain!”. Nothing will interest you like the cross.
Nothing can do for you what the cross has done.

Extract from The Attraction of the Cross, first published 1845

Book Reviews

Help Heavenward. Octavius Winslow. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 195,
paperback. £4.95. ISBN 0 85151 775 7.

This little book, subtitled “Help Heavenward — Guidance and Strength for the Christian’s
Life-Journey”, really does do justice to its title. There is a very real experimentiality about
it which is worked out in considerable detail and of great spiritual help to the reader.

Winslow writes from the depths of his own very real experience — it is no mere
academic work, but the loving and gracious heart cry of one who has himself known the
deeps of the Christian’s struggle with the world, the devil, and particularly with the flesh.
His whole approach is gentle, understanding and, above all, very positive in his dealings
awith the burdened, the tried, and the anxious. One feels in reading that he speaks from no
“ivory tower” but comes alongside and speaks from his own heart to those who are fellow
pilgrims with him.

In the chapter on returning backsliders he has a particularly helpful exposition of the
often discussed statement in Hebrews 6:4-6 which is of great encouragement, but the great
feature of this book is that it is full of positive, loving spiritual encouragement in every
single chapter. Full of sound doctrine and accurate application, this little work is a
treasure, and | recommend it heartily and without reserve. D.].B.

Line Upon Line, Vols. 1 and 2, and Peep of the Day. Mrs. F. L. Mortimer.
Christian Focus,

The need to instruct our children in the basic teaching of the Bible has never been more
important. Having learned by the often disgraceful example of society and broken
families, children and parents can benefit from these reprints written in modern English.
Mrs. Mortimer (1802-1878) writes simply but with feeling, and a desire that her readers
should live more godly lives. Each chapter relates to a biblical event, with questions and
a text to summarise the lessons learned. The sections are prefaced with a general
“introduction to the subject, with some suggestions to help focus the reader’s attention.

Volume 1 moves through Genesis, Exodus, Numbers and Joshua, followed by 1 and 2
Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, Daniel, and Ezra in Volume 2.

Peep of the Day follows a similar format except it is by subject rather than book of the
Bible. There is some embellishment of the accounts and a few printing errors, but in
general the books are worthy of a family’s prayerful study.

The series also includes other titles — Precept Upon Precept is an overview of the Old
and New Testaments, and More About Jesus with Lines Left Out deal with lessons not in
‘the previous books. , PK.
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The Promise of the Future. Cornelis P. Venema. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp- 538, hardback. £20.95. ISBN 0 85151 793 5,

The Promise of the Future fills a gap in Reformed theology in the area of eschatology. For
too long the last things have been understood to be only about the Parousia and the final
judgement. Cornelis Venema has written an exhaustive treatment of the subject with the
view that eschatology began with the birth of Christ, continues at the present time, and
will be finally consummated at the restoration of the heavens and the earth. This is
completely correct, and his handling of the subject is wide-ranging and very good. 1
believe that this book could very easily become a standard work on eschatology from the
viewpoint of Classical Reformation theology.

What is refreshing is to see printed the historic view that the future of the world and the
human race is not in some abstract realm beyond time and space, but in the transformed
and gloriously restored creation. For too long a neo-Platonistic model of salvation as post-
mortem disembodied bliss has occupied the minds of believers, instead of the biblical and
apostolic vision of the resurrection to a glorious bodily immortality in a restored earth
without end.

If I have one reservation it is with Dr. Venema’s handling of the Olivet Discourse. He
uses Jesus’ prophecy concerning the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem in Ap 70,
and the signs accompanying it, as a reference to the return of Christ as well. In other words
he gives them a double meaning as applying to the destruction of the old order of Judaism
as well as the destruction of the earth at the Second Coming of the Son of God.

This book is useful to theologians and laymen. It is readable and enjoyable. 1
recommend it. : R. du B.

For Whom Did Christ Die? Tom Wells. Agape Chapel Ministries, P.O. Box 59084,
Norwalk CA 90652, USA. pp. 20, paperback. Free on request.

This is a useful production suitable for giving to Christian people who have questions
relating to the extent of Christ’s Atonement. Did Christ die for literally all mankind, or did
He die for the elect only? This theological question has divided many evangelicals and
this book gives cogent and scriptural reasons why the doctrine of Particular Redemption
should be preferred.

It is unclear whether or not the author intends it for evangelistic purposes. He has a
Gospel appeal to conclude his arguments, so perhaps this is his intention. However, this
reviewer feels the publication would be quite unsuitable for evangelistic use. A.P.

Daily Prayer and Praise — The Book of Psalms Arranged for Private and
Family Use. Volume 2, Psalms 76-150. Henry Law. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp- 294, paperback. £3.95. ISBN 0 85151 789 7.

The Psalms in this volume cover daily readings for 109 days; each portion begins with a
brief summary of the Psalm and runs to two or three pages. A few verses of the Psalm are
printed in the Authorised Version, followed by devotional comments, and then more
verses of the Psalm are printed with further comments. Longer Psalms are read over
several days and Psalm 119 is read during twenty-two days, a day for each stanza. This is
a book to encourage the believer — for example commenting on Psalm 77, Law writes:
“The ways of the Lord are past finding out. It is our wisdom to trust, when we have no
skill to trace.”
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Henry Law, the author of these daily readings, was Dean of Gloucester in the 18th
century and an influential figure in the evangelical party of the Church of England. The
two volumes on the Psalms were first published in 1878 and have lost none of their
usefulness with the passing of time. SK.E.

(Grit, Grace and Gumption — Spiritual Revival in South Wales. Geraint Fielder.
Christian Focus/The Evangelical Movement of Wales. pp. 240, paperback. ISBN
185792 500 9.

It has been a feature of evangelicals that there has been prayer for revival. There is a great
deal of interest in past revivals, and many books are published on the subject. However,
do we know what we are praying for? Are we really prepared for what God does in
revival? Readers of this book may find some of their notions severely tested.

This book is the account of how three men, the Joshua brothers, Frank and Seth, and
John Pugh, were used mightily by God in Wales at the end of the 19th and early 20th
centuries. It charts the rise and decline of the 1904-5 revival. It also presents us honestly
with some of the problems that can face revival, and those that may be associated with it.
Seth Joshua commented in 1907: “The tonic for this anaemic age is Calvinism” (page 146).
It is even more true today. This book is an inspiring and challenging read, which has been
well researched, and contains many quotations from those present in those blessed days.

The many (sometimes extensive) notes are at the end, and there is an Index of Persons.

EJ.M.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements;

Matters to do with the contents of The Gospel Magazine should be sent to:
The Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 IBT. Tel. 01547 528815.
Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details below).
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May I remind friends who have not yet renewed subscriptions to do so as soon as
possible. Renewal notices are included with this issue where appropriate. Thank you
to all readers who have subscribed regularly.

Please consider giving the Magazine as a gift to a friend and so extend the ministry.
We welcome Church and Chapel groups which reduces post and packaging.

Cheques and Postal Orders MUST be made payable to THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE or
the bank will not. accept them. Please -do not mail cash. Subscriptions and
Advertisements should be sent to: The Secretary, “Holme Regis”, Old School
Lane, Stanford, Biggleswade, Beds.; United Kingdom SG18 9]JL. B




