


















































The Gospel Magazine

The Preface

l( was encouraging to read that the good bishop, "purposely avoided . . . the deep
or abstruse . . . the speculative or conjectural . . . or fixing dates", but states his
pe rsonal opinions on the basis of the teaching of the Bible expounded in his plain
.rnd simple style which has brought so many to an understanding of the Gospel for
so long. At the time of writing he says that he has held these views for more than
-10 years. As he died at the beginning of the 20th century, the reader can work out
* hen he came to these views.

If one only reads this Preface there would be enough material for biblical
investigation to last many days. Here Ryle sets out the "chief articles" of (his)
prophetical creed:

L. "That the world will never be completely converted to Christianity by any
existing agency, before the end comes" regardless of churches, preachers,
missions, etc., and that the earth will be found "in much the same state that
it was in the days of Noah."

2. " . .. that the widespread unbelief, indifference, formalism and wicked-
ness" so obvious in his day and more so in ours, is only what the Scriptures
have prophesied, together with "departure from the faith and love waxing
cold," etc., all confirming biblical veracity.

3. " . .. that the grand purpose of the present dispensation is to gather out of
the world an elect people, and not to convert all mankind." Hard words for
those who follow many modern methods and expectations of great revival
in the Last Days.

4. " . .. that the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ is the great event
which will wind up the present dispensation . . . as we pray "Thy kingdom
come" so "Come, Lord Jesus".

5. " . . . that the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ will be real, literal,
personal, bodily . . . before the eyes of men."

6. That after He returns, "the earth will be renewed, curse removed, devil
bound, godly rewarded, wicked punished . . . and not until after He comes
shall the earth be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord".

7. " . . . that the Jews- shall ultimately be gathered again as a separate nation,
restored to their own land and converted to the faith of Christ, after going
through great tribulation" - and this written over 50 years before the
Balfour Declaration, after WW1, let alone the UN establishment of the
State of Israel after WW2 or the Six Day War which united Jerusalem as
the Jewish capital.

8. " . . . that the literal sense of the O.T. prophecies" have been replaced
by "the mistaken system of spiritualising and accommodating Bible
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language" and this by "evangelical" denominations and societies in the
; present day.

g. " . .. that the preterest scheme of interpreting the Apocalypse (fulfilled) or
the futurist scheme (mostly unfulfilled) are either of them to be implicitly
followed. The truth,I expect, will be found to lie between the two."

L0. ' . . . that the Roman Catholic Church is the great predicted apostasy from
the faith" and although in his day Ryle considered it to be both Babylon

: and Antichrist, he concedes "that a more complete development of
antichrist will yet be exhibited to the world."

l'1.. * .. . that it is for the safety, happiness and comfort of all true Christians,
to expect as little from Churches or Governments" at his present time of
Victorian triumphalism and empire. How much more true today as
religious and secular authorities reject their Christian foundations and rush
towards ecumenical, inter-faith and the new world order!

Detailing many of the particular events to come, Ryle is not concerned to be
pushed into making predictions. His comments are restricted to what was, to him,
the plain teaching of Scripture and "if I have learned anything in studying
prophecy, I think I have learned the wisdom of not 'making haste' to decide what
is true".

He concludes the Preface with a sad commentary on the English Church and
Society of his day and faces the prospect of the passing away of "her political
greatness" and of her Protestant Church "about to have her candlestick removed".
However, the "blessed hope" of the [.ord's appearing and His coming to set up
His Kingdom of peace and righteousness is the source of the believer's happiness
and antidote to disappointment in leaders, both secular and ecclesiastical.

The titles of the addresses which make up the substance of J. C. Ryle -
Prophecy are as follows:

1. Watch from Matthew 25:l-13; the parable of the wise and foolish virgins.
2. Occupy Till I come from Luke 19:11-13; the parable of the pounds.

3. What Time is it? from Romans 13:2; questions about world events of mid
19th century.

4. Idolatry to be Destroyed at Christb Coming,Isaiah 2:1.8; of the Church.
5. Scattered Israel to be Gathered, Jeremiah 31:10; literal return of the Jews.

6. The Reading Which is Blessed, Revelation 1:1-3; encouragement to read
Revelation.

7. And so all Israel Shall be Saved, Romans ll:26 and Ezekiel 36:26-38, etc.

8. The Heirs of God, Romans 8:14-17; challenge to faith and assurance in
Christ.
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Book Reviews
Tho Calvinist Doctrine of the Trinity. R T. Bcckwith. Harrison Thst pp. 12. f1.00.
fsBN 0 907223 26 5.
th. Beckwith's paper on this subject was a reply to a lecture by Professor Paul Helm which argued
rhat the ideas of "etemal begetting" and "procession" used in the exposition of the doctrine of the
Trinity, are ideas belonging to the order of redemption rather than to the etemal relations of the
Persons in the Godhead. Thus "begetting" should be understood as a metaphor for the Incamation,
-Father" and "Son" describing the relationship between the incarnate Christ and the Father, and
-procession" simply a metaphor for the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

By contrast, Calvin's doctrine is that, "By the name of God is understood one simple essence,
comprehending three Persons or hypostases: and accordingly whenever the name of God is used
rndefinitely, the Son and Spirit, not less than the Father, is meant. But when the Son is joined with
rhe Father, relation comes into view, and so we distinguish between the Persons" (Inst. l. 13.20). So
far, so good, but caution is needed for, as Dr. Beckwith says, Calvin's attempt to identify the
distinctive roles of the three Persons is speculative and carries the danger of a move towards
Tritheism. On the other hand, Professor Helm seems to ignore the eternal relationships within the
Godhead, as expressed in the doctrine of Perichoresis, and shows a tendency towards Sabellianism.

This little pamphlet should be studied carefully. E.D.

Operation World. Johnston. Paternoster Press. Introductory pric€ of ll2.9ll.

Here is a gold mine of information about the world and its need of Christ. When the young Christian
who has truly been born of the Spirit sets out to find out what the [-ord would have him or her do
with their life, one great need is information. In one sense information is the curse of our age and
Church. An ill-digested, know-all, dilletante approach not founded on love, is the spirit of our age.
In this book, Wisdom lifts up a loving, caring voice.

When God called William Carey, he opened his eyes to the needs of the world, and the
opportunity of travel to meet that need, through Captain Cooke's Voyages. Carey used the
information to write a book on lands overseas, to move Christians to pray, to give and to go. How
wonderfully he succeeded can be seen by the great evangelical missionary societies started in direct
response to the information in his book, speaking and letters.

Here are well-indexed, clearly laid-out needs land-by-land, with relevant statistics and up{o-date
summaries. May God use this valuable research to strengthen the worldwide Church, raise awareness
of the needs of the lost, and call many to pray, to give and to say, "here am I, send me". E.M.

Challenging Catholics - a Catholic-Evangelical Dialogue. Dwight l,ongenecker
and John Martin. Paternoster Pness. pp. xxx + 208, paperback S7.99. ISBN I 8/,227 096 6.

Many books are available on the controversy between Protestantism and Romanism, and most of
them would be considered dated today. It is, therefore, of great interest to find a modern book on
the subject, where both authors are sufficiently knowledgeable about their respective positions to be
able to contribute effectively tothe debate.

The twelve chapters were originally given as a series of radio broadcasts in london. The two
protagonists, one American, the otherAustralian, both began their Christian lives in non-conformity,
before coming to Anglicanism. The Australian, from Sydney diocese, remained there; the American
went to what he saw as the logical conclusion by "converting" to Romanism. The great interest of
this book lies in its representing up-to-date Romanism, straight from the horse's mouth. There are
more quotations from the Catechism of Catholic Church and the early Fathers than from the Bible.
Those who are familiar with the controversy will find that, underneath the friendly language and
modern terminology, little has changed at St. Peter's. However, as one sees the way in which a
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supposedly evangelical Anglican deals with the issues raised, one becomes keenly aware of the
contemporary nature of the debate. He often, but not always, answers well, and stands his ground
before some apparently faultless logic that is intended to show the reasonableness of the Roman
position and the irrationality of the Protestant one. This is particularly true in the areas of authority
and the papacy (chapters2-4).

The conclusion of the book is that such dialogue helps to show how much common ground
there is between Evangelicals and Catholics. Honesty requires that more space be given to the
areas of fundamental disagreement, which themselves determine the shape and nature of the Gospel
we preach. E.J.M.

The Psalter - the Only Hymnal? Iain H. Murray. Banner of Ttuth Tbust. pp. 32,
paperbaclc f1.50. ISBN 0 85f51 809 5.

This is a peaceable and wise attempt to bring Scripture to bear on the controversy between those
who exclude anything except the Psalms from the public worship of God, and those who allow
hymn singing.

The common ground between the two is set out, and the matter at issue defined: can words by
uninspired writers, or indeed from the New Testament, be used in the public praise of God? Or did
God intend the exclusive use of the Old Testament Psalms for the Christian Church?

This raises the question of the other two parts of public Christian worship: prayer and preaching.
Are these also to be confined solely to Bible words, and no words of human invention permitted?
Why restrict praise alone out of these three?

From history, far from proving that Psalm-singing churches always disallowed hymn singing, it
is shown that the opposite is true. The case for singing hymns to the glory of God is then put. The
issues raised go wider. E.M.
* Alternative critiques of the above publication appear in the March 2002 issue of the Free
Presbyterian Magazine and in the April-June issue of the Bible League Quarterly.

Journey to Murder - Road to Forgiveness. Jo Pollard and D. J. Carswell. paternoster
Lifestyle. pp. 140, paperback f7.99. ISBN f 85078 409 4.

There have been many accounts of the Lord's help and invention for his messengers in Eastern
Europe. Christians bringing relief and comfort in Communist lands saw God work with them, but
few have experienced what Jo Pollard and her family record in this gripping account. We must
always separate the sensational from the reality, and this the author has done successfully by simply
saying what happened.

The Pollard family went through trauma most of us will never know, but reading the book should
make us ask questions as to how we might react if our husband died in our arms, murdered in front
of us! Jo Pollard's ability to forgive should inspire every Christian to examine their faith. Both
NKJV and NIV are used. p.K

Areopagus - Exploring the Issues of Reality, Choice and Faith. Roger Carswen.
Paternoster Lifestyle. pp. 60, paperback f2.50. ISBN 185078 427 2,
The Apostle Paul stood on Mars Hill among the debaters of his day. They spent their time quoting
great writers and philosophers, but had not confronted the living God. The book describes in some
detail the setting, message and uniqueness of Christianity, against the worldly, humanistic society of
Athens in Paul's time. The second part of the account explains God's great plan, with salvation,
resurrection and people's reactions.

Strangely, the author uses many quotes and expressions from contemporary opinion, which seem
to sit awkwardly with Paul's insistence on preaching to the people the true and living God. As this
is a book fot unbelievers, it would be wiser to say Christ died for sinnerg ruther than for us. Readers
may need a good education to take all the arguments in! p.K
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Real Lives. D. J. Carswell. Paternoster Lifestyle. pp. 160, paperback f5.9!t ISBN I 85078
4t2 4.

This is an interesting account of different people, from conhasting walks of life, who have
rmdoubtedly known a change in their life. Their remarkable turn of events illustrates the mysteries
of God's plan of salvation, which is different for each believer. There is always the danger when
reding accounts like these to try to build a benchmark in one's mind, and when we cannot come up
ro that standard, despair of conversion. God is sovereign and His ways "past finding out".

The language is clear and simple, although some of the expressions leave room for wide
bt€rPretation. Some readers may find "having a good Christmas with God" rather unorthodox, and
tte Holy Spirit as the "personal power of God" needs further explanation in the light of the doctrine
of the Trinity. An unbeliever will benefit from reading these testimonies, but will need to be
cautioned as well. p.IC

Authentic Christianity.Volume 2 -Acts 4-5.D.M. Ltoyd-Jones.TheBannerofTtuth
Tnrst. pp.328, hardbaclc f15.95. ISBN 0 8515f 807 9.
I felt sad finishing this book; not because of any unhappy ending, but because it was so enjoyable
and stimulating. The good news is that there are plenty more Lloyd-Jones'volumes available and
more yet to be published.

In these 21 evangelistic sennons, the Gospel is the only issue but the depth and range is both vast
and penetrating. "The Doctor" examines, diagnoses and prescribes remedy to the sickly 1960s
London scene of unbelief, liberalism and faith in humanistic education. His style is bigger than his
historical analysis of apostate Britain; he pricks the conscience of the unbeliever who foolishly kicks
against the Bible. Unbelief is unmasked for what it is, wickedness before God.

The sermon flow is maintained as Bible quotations are printed in full for the reader as they would
have been preached. Thankfully, the Banner has retained the beautiful, clear and powerful language
of the authentic version; "piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit".

These sermons are much more helpful than the psuedo-relevant "itching ears" material that so
often passes for preaching today. Hear Lloyd-Jones: "You will never get a good nation until you
get good people in it." Only authentic justified-by-faith-alone Christianity as we find in Acts that
can deliver.

. Cessationists would need to teach with greater clarity to show that the phenomena during revivals
are not apostolic sign-gifts (pp.2O7-8,213). Then this book could be given to children as young as
possible. Pray that they might be so filled with the Holy Spirit that God might yet raise up a new
generation from this miserable nation of dry bones. p.J.R.

Galatians - Geneva Series of Comrnentaries. John Brown. The BannerofThuth Thust.
pp.451, hardbaclc S13.95. ISBN 0 85151 804 4.
This commentary is a masterpiece of exposition and heartwarming reading. Intellectually it is of the
highest standard, but it is also of the deepest experimental warmth. As a theological professor,
Brown's exegesis is full, accurate, and meaningful, but as a pastor he shows a pastor's heart, and
writes for the help and understanding of all kinds of readers.

Absolutely central to the book is the powerful emphasis on Christ and Him crucified, as the one
rnd only true foundation for the believer. Judaism had begun to penetrate the Church in Galatia with
their legalistic requirements, especially the rite of circumcision, and Brown is at great pains to warn
explicitly against a religion which is mixed up between professing looking only to Christ and Him
crucified, and yet regarding circumcision and other things as necessary. So Brown is particularly
clear in his exposition of the words, "If ye be circumcised Christ shall profit you nothing".

I recornmend this great book heartily and without reserve as being a spiritual gem for all types of
reader. It is a masterpiece. 

DJ.B.
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Where was God on September llth? John Blanchard. Evangelltal hlss. pp. 3I.
'Popular Christian Apologetics" booklet. Packs of 10, f9.95. ISBN 0 85234 508 9.

Within the span of 31 pages the author seeks to answer the four most loudly voiced protests against
God for not preventing the attack on the Tkin Towers and at the same time takes the opportunity to
answer the usual criticisms over natural disasters, accidents, wars, and man's inhumanity to man.
This booklet is a well-written presentation for both Christian and non-Christian. The former migl-tt
have had his faith shaken by the events in September or he may have felt unable to answer the angry
questions of those who see the events as proof that God does not exist, or, if He does, He does not
care or is not in control.

This is a good booklet to put in the hands of those who accuse God of indifference but are
prepared to listen to a sensible, logical and biblical explanation of the problem of pain and suffering,
and it will still contain relevant teaching as September llth fades into history. R.S.

Watks and Thll<s with Jesus. David A. Doudney. The Huntingtonian Press, Southampton
SO30 4EB. pp. 71, paperback f3.00.

This is an attractively reproduced booklet by a former editor of the Gospl Magazine (1840-1893).
Short meditations on the Gospels in simple language of walks and talks with Jesus show that Jesus
is a great and gracious Saviour who is able to seek and to save that which was lost, just as He did
here upon earth. He shows the danger of delay and that sickness and near approach of death can
never of themselves work that mighty change of which Jesus speaks: "Ye must be bom again"
(John 3) (page 8) and shows (pageTI), "All who have walked with Jesus on earth shall walk with
Him in heaven". Dr. Doudney was the godly vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol, for many years
in the 19th century and his works are profitable and to be commended. D.C.R.

Please obnrin ""y tt"i liwra ir advenisedJrcm your Imal Christian bookshop, as wc igTetfutlx
arc'iilil in a posilion to supply y.biii requirements.
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