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the legislative detail. Here the grounds are confined to fornication and desertion,
the former being based, of course, on St. Matthew’s Gospel, and the latter on
1 Corinthians 7:15. How secure the latter ground is may be doubted, since St. Paul
is speaking of the special case of a Christian who, at his or her conversion to
Christianity, is already married to a pagan, and is then deserted. The pagan would
not simply be someone who lacks a lively faith but who is an unbaptized adherent
of a different religion, and even in this case Paul prefers that the union should
continue, in the hope that the pagan partner will also become a Christian. In
the case of two Christians, Paul forbids desertion, and, if it happens, urges
reconciliation or a single life (verses 10-11).

Whether the Westminster divines were at all influenced by John Milton, I do
not know and it does not really matter, but Milton was unhappily married, and
began publishing his writings in favour of divorce and remarriage in 1644, the
very year that work on the Westminster Confession began.

If the authors of the Reformatio are right, and repentance and reconciliation,
if practicable, are in every case preferable to divorce (and St. Paul’s teaching
in 1 Corinthians 7 would certainly support this), then the preference that
Archbishop Whitgift gave to separation seems justified, since it holds open the
possibility of repentance and reconciliation much longer. A decree of separation
can always be reversed. The drawback to his policy is that it makes no real
provision for divorce at any stage, even in the case of fornication, except by
recourse to Parliament.

The Position of Clergy and Ordinands

With divorce granted for such a variety of reasons these days (many of them
trivial), it is hardly possible for a minister to form any judgment as to the rights
and wrongs of a particular failed marriage, unless he has been personally
cognizant of what has taken place. In all other cases he is dependent on what
he is told, and probably by one party only, not both; and he may very well not be
told relevant facts of which that party is ashamed, even if he is not deliberately
misled. These are the sort of problems which clergymen of the established church
will face, if (as is now proposed) they try to distinguish between one divorced
person and another, as possible candidates for remarriage in church. It would
seem much wiser to adhere to the long-standing Anglican practice of letting
divorced persons decide about remarriage for themselves, once the Christian
teaching has been set before them, and then, if their conscience allows them to
proceed, to advise them to get married in a civil ceremony, with the offer of a
service of prayer and dedication in church (often miscalled a service of blessing)
to follow.

Ordained ministers whose own marriage has failed are not in quite the same
position, however, because of their public role as representatives of the Church.
Whether at first separated or divorced, the crucial question is whether they go on
to remarry, for it is remarriage after divorce that Jesus condemns as adulterous,
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except in the case of fornication. “Fornication” (Greek porneia) is a fairly broad
term, and can cover various sorts of sexual immorality, whether pre-marital
(concealed at the time of the marriage) or post-marital. Remarriage after a divorce
on any of these grounds would probably escape Jesus’s charge of adultery. An
ordained minister or ordinand, like any other Christian, would have to consider, if
his marriage had failed, whether his conscience permitted him to remarry. But he
would need to bear in mind that the decision he made might also affect his
(present or future) ministerial role. St. Paul’s ruling that a candidate for the
ministry must be the “husband of (only) one wife” (1 Timothy 3:2, 12) obviously
excludes from ordination polygamists, who were not unknown in contemporary
Jewish and Gentile society, though not common. But it is hardly likely that St.
Paul is thinking mainly of polygamy, since our Lord, in His teaching on marriage,
does not even envisage polygamy as a possibility, but treats all marriages after the
first as adultery against the original spouse. Moreover, elsewhere in 1st Timothy
we find the parallel phrase to “husband of one wife”, namely, “wife of one
husband”. This is in 1 Timothy 5:9, where Paul is listing the qualifications for
those to be enrolled as destitute widows. Now, it was virtually unknown for a wife
to have several husbands, except through divorce and remarriage, so this is
presumably what these forms of language have chiefly in view. They mean that a
second marriage in the lifetime of the first spouse is adulterous (unless the divorce
preceding it has been due to the offence of fornication), and is therefore a
disqualification for ordination or enrolment.

The Church could, if it wished, draw up a new canon, which admitted
remarried ordinands whose divorce had been granted on the grounds of fornica-
tion; and it could permit clergy who, after ordination, had divorced their wives on
these particular grounds, to remarry and remain in office. But it would need to
consider how practicable this would be in a society in which divorce is there for
the asking, and particular grounds hardly need to be specified; and how possible
it would be for such ordinands and clergy to be seen as “blameless” and to “have
a good report from them that are without”, as St. Paul also requires (1 Timothy
3:2, 7), when no special stigma any longer attaches to this reason for divorce,
rather than another. Sadly, I think that the Church, after considering the matter,
would probably conclude that, wronged and innocent as people in this position
might well be in the eyes of God, and fully entitled to the love and sympathy of
their fellow Christians, the honourable course for them to follow, if they thought
it right to remarry, would be to go no further with preparing for ordination, or to
resign from it if already ordained. Such a sacrifice on their part would protect the
Church from harm, and could only benefit their own souls.

The cord that binds a malefactor and a patient may be made of the same hemp,
and a knife only go between; but it binds the malefactor to execution, the other
to a cure. S. Charnock
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Book Reviews

The Trees of the Lord, reviewed in March-April issue, did not indicate how the book
could be obtained, for which the Editor apologises. It is obtainable from Miss R. M.
Stonelake, Flint Cottage, Church Lane, Hellingly, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 4HA.

Ernest C. Reisinger, A Biography. Geoffrey Thomas. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp- 262, hardback. £16.50. ISBN 0 85151 825 7.

Whilst the author needs no introduction, the subject of this biography is not perhaps well
known in the UK, though it is stated that he is the oldest trustee of the Banner of Truth
Trust. However, in the United States, Erest C. Reisinger has been a widely respected man
in Reformed circles over many years. Drawing on a friendship of nearly forty years, Geoff
Thomas paints a vivid portrait of an extraordinarily varied life, from humble beginnings
to comfortable wealth, from dispensationalism to the doctrines of grace, from successful
businessman to gifted evangelist. Along the way we meet up with many eminent
Christians from both sides of the Atlantic Ocean, Walt Chantry and Al Martin, Tain Murray
and Martyn Lloyd-Jones among them.

The part which this one man, under God, played in the rise and progress of the doctrines
of grace in the United States in the twentieth century is skilfully interwoven with personal
letters and reminiscences. His efforts in promoting the work of Westminster Theological
Seminary in the mid-1960s, his periods as pastor of different churches, his highly
successful ministry in book evangelism, his special gifts in personal witness and the part
he played in calling the Southern Baptist Convention back to its Calvinistic roots are all
charted. On a more intimate level, his correspondence with children, both of his own
family and others, reveals his deep concern for their souls. The portrait is not without its
blemishes which are recognised and acknowledged. This man of many gifts is now in the
eventide of life with the failings of body which accompany advancing years, and his
achievements for the Lord deserve to be more widely known. Humanly speaking, many
Christians in the United States have been brought to faith in Jesus Christ, and to a true
understanding of the doctrines of grace, through his influence and friendship.

In his introduction, the author writes: “I have been edified by his life story, in seeing
what God has been pleased to do through an imperfect man. I long for others to know it
too. Let the facts speak for themselves.” They do indeed. Once taken up, this handsome
volume which is produced to the publisher’s usual high standard, is difficult to put down,
and is highly recommended. JPW

A Catechism of Praise. Rev. Alexander Blaikie. The James Begg Society. pp. 23. £1.50.
ISBN 09539241 7 3.

First published in 1854 in Boston USA, this is the work of a Presbyterian Pastor in Boston,
Massachusetts, and is in the form of question and answer, dealing in three chapters with
Praise — the Nature and Duty of it; the Matter of Praise; and the Manner of Praise, with an
appendix concerning the warm defence of singing Psalms in worship, as opposed to
hymns, by Rev. William Romaine, one of the “18th Century Christian Leaders” whose
lives are recounted by J. C. Ryle.
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This is a thoughtful book, simple to follow, polemical in style and deals first with the
question of why it is permitted to pray and preach in words not specially appointed
by God, and yet not to praise except in the words of the Psalms, to add to which arises
“from the depravity of our nature, and opposition of our wills to the divine will, and
consequently forms a part of what the Holy Ghost calls ‘will worship’, which has a show
of wisdom, Colossians 2:23.”

The question which will mainly interest most readers, and unless I am mistaken, upon
which they will take the most convincing, is the suitability of exclusive Psalm use after
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and all He brought to light, not least Himself. This
is dealt with, and the reader will judge for him or herself how convincingly. Again, the
question of the interpretation of Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 is forthrightly shown,
but again, whether this convinces, will depend upon which side of the divide the reader
stands, and how much the views of differing competent scholars on these verses are
accepted. The view of Church history set out is bound to be controversial, but that
is inescapable.

It is an honest book, which has the ring of conviction, and sets out the case well. How
well, the reader must judge. E.M.

The Wisdom and the Folly — An exposition of the Book of First Kings.
Dale Ralph Davis. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 352, paperback. £8.99. ISBN 1 84792
703 6.

“Please review a commentary on 1 Kings by a professor at an American theological
college,” asks the editor — the task doesn’t sound too inviting, However, having already
read other commentaries by Dale Ralph Davis I know that his books are very readable and
thought-provoking in their application to 21st century readers. The author makes useful
application from all the apparently tedious details concerning the construction of
Solomon’s temple and draws many heart-searching lessons from the lives of the kings of
Judah. Mr. Davis also brings a fresh approach to familiar passages, such as Elijah running
into the wilderness when Queen Jezebel threatens his life. He is good at using suitable
illustrations. many of them taken from military history or sport, especially ballgames.

It is evident from the footnotes and three indexes (subject, authors and Scriptures
quoted) that the author has read extensively on 1 Kings in preparing this commentary
which is based on his own Hebrew translation. The back cover has recommendations from
Rev. Dick Lucas, Dr. Alex Motyer and Rev. David Jackson, three men who are gifted and
careful expositors of God’s Word. S.KE.

The Shorter Catechism; with Scripture Proofs, and Notes. Roderick Lawson.
Christian Focus Publications. Reprinted 2002. pp. 80, paperback. £1.25 (100 copies for
99p each). ISBN 1 85792 288 3.

The Westminster Assembly of 1643 to 1649 met to make preparations for a common
Church and faith for the whole country. By 107 questions and answers we are here taught
in the Shorter Catechism what to believe and what to do.

In addition, Scripture verses to prove the truth of what is taught are given in full rather
than just chapter and verse of the Bible. Also there are helpful notes on each answer by
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Roderick Lawson. At the end of the book there are good questions to help the student to
revise what he has learnt.

One excellent feature of the Shorter Catechism is the extensive coverage given to the
Moral Law and the Ten Commandments. There are 20 pages out of 65 devoted to this
subject, and in this day and age of such laxity in morals they are a welcome corrective.

One misprint was noticed on page 36. The AV text of the Bible is used.

This is a very valuable little book. Any Christian young or old will profit greatly in the
Christian life from studying it thoroughly. B.G.F.

Why I left the Contemporary Christian Music Movement. Dan Lucarini.
Evangelical Press. pp. 141 pages, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 517 8.

This is an interesting paperback dealing with an important issue: the use of Contemporary
Christian Music (CCM) in the worship of the Church of God. It is written more from an
American viewpoint, but nevertheless, it has a worldwide relevance. It is well-written and
graciously argued but firm too as the author outlines the problems associated with CCM
in twenty short chapters. He sees CCM as a largely destructive tool of the world to corrupt
the worship of our God and gives his reasons for such an opinion. These reasons are based
upon principles emanating from a proper understanding of what the Bible teaches about
worship, music and order in Church Services and how the Gospel should change the
Christian’s complete life.

It is good to read of someone moving from a worldly view on Christian Music in our
worship to a more biblical position. The author uses the New King James Version exclu-
sively. It fulfils its aim, being written in a contemporary style and is worth purchasing.
I noticed just one typing error. LR.B.

Sidelights on Bible Characters. 1. C. Philpot, ed. G. D. Buss. Gospel Standard Trust
Publications. pp 90, paperback. £3.25. ISBN 1 89783 734 7.

This is a collection of the introductions to sermons that were preached by a well-known
nineteenth century Baptist minister, J. C. Philpot. Philpot had earlier been a Church of
England minister.

Most of these introductions are about people in the Bible: two or three are more general.
As introductions they give a brief background study, which aims to place the subject in its
biblical context. Usually they left your reviewer wanting more of that sermon. Philpot’s
Introduction, entitled “The Types in Scripture”, suggests that, following these
introductions, the sermons would have been about the subjects as types of Christ.

Obviously, the language of the sermons is Victorian, reminiscent of Spurgeon. The
passages Buss has selected are one to three pages in length and might be good to use as
daily readings, especially if the reader was prepared to look up the verse Philpot
introduces and do some Bible studying of his own on it.

In Buss’s Preface a few details of Philpot’s life would be useful, rather than a hint
that the book is mainly for those to whom “the name of J. C. Philpot will need no
recommendation”. The book would help any Christian who was prepared to accept an
older style of writing because, as Philpot says (page 43), “God’s dealings with His Church
are the same in all ages”. ’ GDM.
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The Atonement Controversy in Welsh Theological Literature and Debate, 1707-
1841. Owen Thomas, trans. John Aaron. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 450, hardback.
£18.95. ISBN 0 85151 816 8.

The title of this book is self-explanatory; the subject of perennial interest and importance.
The author states, p. 287: “On the question of Christ’s sacrifice and redemption [the
Calvinistic Methodists] held strongly to the specific appointment of Christ as Substitute
for his people, according to the eternal covenant between Himself and His Father. Yet
with equal vigour they declared the infinite sufficiency of His sacrifice for all mankind
in general and the sincere offer of the gospel for all to come to Him for forgiveness
and salvation.”

The bulk of the volume is taken up with a survey of the literature of the period, which
is extensive. Thomas has made himself an expert in this field, and speaks with authority.
What is of particular interest to us is the comment he makes upon the writings, both as to
value and accuracy, and to the style in which they were written. This debate proves that
good men may say right things in a wrong spirit. As a consequence, they do not manage
to convince their opponent.

Since the subject matter is so important, this book should be read by all preachers. It is
not an easy read, as so many Welsh names sound the same after a while! However, it is
worth working through, to see how controversy can affect relationships within and across
denominations. Furthermore, Owen Thomas was a good theologian, who had a grasp of
the doctrine being discussed. All will find this book instructive. Students of Welsh church
history will also be interested in the section of brief biographies at the end. EJM

From Tradition to Truth. Richard P. Bennett. Christian Watch Distribution, P.O. Box 62,
Royston, SG8 7UL. pp. 14, paperback. £3 per pack of 5.

This testimony of a living Irish Priest’s life and salvation is just what I have been looking
for to give to an earnest RC Irish friend, and I shall do so at earliest. It is also the answer
to those who hold up the Charismatic movement within Rome as proof of their favourite
claim, “Rome has changed”. And who hold that it has brought “revival” and saved RCs.
In fact, it cost this man, who followed it sincerely, many years of further searching before
he found the old, simple truth, that “Jesus saves”. Here is the one thing all our enemies
have never been able to gainsay nor resist — the testimony of a changed life. EM

Romans Chapter 13 - Life in Two Kingdoms. Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. The Banner
of Truth Trust. pp. 323, hardback £16.50.

There is little to say, except that this work is probably the best preacher’s commentary
you, or any one else will ever pick up on Romans. This adds a ninth volume to a set which
already sells worldwide in great quantity, and has probably influenced preaching on
Romans more than any other author in modern times. It is applied, clear as crystal, logical,
unfussy, and above all tells the unvarnished truth. He held nothing back, although I fear
those who now possess the rights over his sermons occasionally do, as that on Ephesians
preached on 29th January 1961, on Rome.

I'remember once listening to Dr. Lloyd-Jones preach on Ephesians. I forgot time in that
crowded balcony, and as he came to his climax, I remember thinking this is like a bird,
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swooping upward, back and forth, toward the roof of the building, lifting us all to the very
gates of glory. I came down to earth, and peeked at my watch, thinking perhaps a quarter
of an hour had gone by. Fifty-five minutes had! An older Christian lady said to me she
found him repetitive, and sat thinking, “you have said that, now move on, we’ve got that
point”. “But,” she said, “my recently converted daughter-in-law, with a rather basic grasp
of English, loves it, saying she can understand and follow every word.” One Sunday,
Professor E. J. Young was taken to hear the Doctor, and his comment reported to me that
morning was, “We have nothing like this in America”.

How sad that ungifted young men think they can imitate him. I remember one such
worshipper of the Doctor, bowing over a pulpit, arms folded, with that nasal twang, and
every last mannerism, even to that sombre suit, big Bible and pen the most ardent front
row disciples sported. The result was sniggering amongst the young man’s hearers.
However, used wisely, these volumes will enrich all. Preacher, use these as a mine, not a
bought sermon, and be yourself. EM.

Editor’s Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to
warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel
Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English.
That we name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.

In the Scriptures be the fat pastures of the soul; therein is no venemous meat, no
unwholesome thing; they be the very dainty and pure feeding. He that is ignorant
shall find there what he should learn. He that is a perverse sinner shall there find
his damnation to make him to tremble to fear. He that laboureth to serve God shall
find there his glory and the promises of eternal life, exhorting him more diligently
to labour. Thomas Cranmer
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