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problems and obscure points raised by critics. The author’s exposition is sane and sensible
and a good example of this is seen in the treatment of Joel 2:28-32 and its relationship to
Acts 2 (“I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh”, etc. — see pages 183 to 195).

The same can be said of the shorter commentary on Obadiah, with the repeated
emphasis of thoroughness. Practically every page of both commentaries has copious and
useful footnotes, whiie there is a very full and helpful bibliography at the end of the
volume. Ministers and others involved in preaching will find the book a valuable tool in
expounding the Word, although there is little, if any, application to be found. Readers will
need to look further a field to make up for this important omission. The book uses the New
American Standard Version of the Bible. B.G.

Evangelicalism and the Orthodox Church. Evangelical Alliance. pp. 163,
paperback. Price unknown. ISBN 0 95329 924 4.

The above is sub-titled: A Report by the Evangelical Alliance Commission on Unity and
Truth among Evangelicals (ACUTE). As such, it seeks to “lay a foundation for mutual
understanding by comparing and contrasting the beliefs and practises” of Evangelicals’
and the Orthodox Church. It is reckoned to be of interest to those who are concerned with
building stronger ecumenical relations between these two traditions. ACUTE also
includes representatives from the British Evangelical Council and the Evangelical
Movement of Wales. Although meetings took place between the EA and the Orthodox
Church (OC) in the early 80s and late "90s, it was not until February 1999 that ACUTE
met, and continued to do so on six occasions until March 2000. The Working Group had
nine members, which included the Rev. Dr. Nick Needham, Prof. David Wright and Prof.
Andrew Walker. For a full list of the group, see page ix of the Report. Prof. Gerald Bray
wrote the Foreword. In it, he contended that Evangelicals and the OC hold the great
fundamentals of the faith in common. Not.only that, but “both have also been faithful to
the Gospel”. Fine words indeed, especially as others have inferred similar things
concerning Evangelicals and Roman Catholicism.

ACUTE makes for interesting and, at times, stimulating reading, as it attempts to define
Evangelical Christians and Orthodox Christianity. Having done so, it then lays out
common ground and differences that exist between the two traditions. The second part of
the report then goes into some detail regarding specific areas of theology and church life.
For example: the Person and Work of Christ; the Holy Spirit; Scripture and Tradition, and
Worship. Finally, chapter 12 lists 19 Conclusions and Recommendations. Arising from
these is the encouragement to continued dialogue and even communion with the OC, with
the inclusion of Roman Catholics.

A proper analysis of this report is not possible because of the constraints of space and
time, so we shall have to content ourselves by saying, that important and significant
differences exist between the OC and Evangelicals. Examples of this can be found in such
areas as the doctrine of the church; Scripture and the place of tradition; the understanding
of conversion and sanctification; the OC’s belief in Transubstantiation; the use of icons,
relics and prayers to saints, etc. Perhaps of greatest concern is the emphasis that the OC
has upon the death of Christ. Evangelicals have historically and quite correctly seen the
Lord’s death as substitutionary and effecting the justification of the sinner. The OC,
however, sees Christ as the victor over sin and death. Triumphing over death is the key
element for them. Evangelical theology does not dispute this for one moment — but that is



106 The Gospel Magazine

not at the heart of the death of Christ. Such is surely an important and fundamental point
and must decide whether a church or individual is truly Christian or not. Indeed, it is here
that ACUTE and its desire for continuing dialogue and fellowship with the OC is most
worrying. How can two walk together unless they be agreed? Certainly, the older,
classical Evangelicalism with its loyalty to the 39 Articles, the Westminster Confession of
Faith and the like, would have found agreement with the OC difficult, if not impossible.
What does this say of modern Evangelicalism?

By way of answer, it is worth pointing out to readers, that the Banner of Truth recently
re-published two addresses by Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (DMLJ) under the title, The Basis
of Christian Unity. These were preached in June 1962. In them, DMLJ argued that true
unity can only come about amongst regenerate and born again people, and where Christ
and His Gospel are central. Further on, the nature of a true church is discussed and DMLJ
asks: What is our view of the church? Is it the Roman Catholic one, “inclusivist,
organisational, institutional and hierarchical”? Or, on the other hand, are we cleaving to a
Reformed idea, where the priesthood of all believers is emphasized and the church is kept
under the judgment of the Word of God at all times. God grant that Evangelicalism will
return to the old and better paths. B.G.

In Trouble and in Joy. Sharon James. Evalllgelical Press. pp. 284, hardback. Price not
known. ISBN 0 85234 546 1.

This most attractive volume tells the story of four women whose lives demonstrate that
the secret of contentment and fulfilment in life is godliness. Margaret Baxter, wife of
Puritan Richard Baxter, Sarah Edwards, wife of Jonathan Edwards the 18th century
American theologian, Anne Steele, and Francis Ridley Havergal were very different
personalities, but each one put Jesus Christ first in her life.

Sharon James has thoroughly researched her subjects and gives a fascinating account
of each one. Taking them in order of birth and using the same format for each sketch, she
sets the scene, tells the story, assesses their character and signjficance, and then gives
extracts from their writings. In this way one can compare the four women and see how
God used them in their different ways and circumstances to His glory. Twice as much
space is given to Francis Ridley Havergal compared with the other three, reflecting the
greater amount of information available about her and by her.

The author concludes by noting four different aspects of her subjects’ spirituality which
run through their lives and writings — submission, obedience, enjoyment of the love of
God, and total consecration. The provision of maps and a few illustrations enhances the
value of the book, which is warmly recommended and would make a much appreciated
gift. Just three minor typographical errors were spotted. JPW.

Mary Jones and Her Bible. Author unknown. Illustrated by Stuart Mingham.
Christian Focus Publications. pp. 160, paperback. £3.99. ISBN 1 85792 568 8.

This illustrated paperback recounts the story of Mary Jones, whose 50 mile barefoot walk
across the Welsh mountains to purchase a Bible of her own, led to the foundation of the
British and Foreign Bible Society.

It is illustrated with black and white line drawings and retold in a style suitable for
children aged 8-11 years. E.H.M.




