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prior resurrection of the just before the resurrection of the unjust. If you will turn
to a passage in Luke 20:35, which probably is fresh upon your memories, you will
find there something which I will venture to call a clear proof of a special
resurrection. The Sadducees had proposed a difficulty as to the relationship of
men and women in the future state, and Jesus here says, “But they which shall be
accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither
marry, nor are given in marriage: neither can they die any more: for they are
equal unto the angels, and are the children of God, being the children of the
resurrection.” Now, brethren, there is some worthiness necessary for this
resurrection. Do you not perceive it? There is some distinction involved in being
called the children of the resurrection. Now, again I say, you do not doubt but that
all shall rise. In that sense, then, every man would be one of the children of the
resurrection; in that sense, no worthiness would be required for resurrection at all.
There must be, then, a resurrection for which worthiness is needed, a resurrection
which shall be a distinguished privilege, which, being obtained, shall confer upon
its possessor the distinguished and honorable title of a “child of the resurrection”.
It seems to me that this is plain enough, and can be put beyond all dispute. In
chapter 14 of the same gospel, in verse 14, you have a promise made to those who,
when they make a feast, do not do it with the intention of getting anything in
return. “When thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:
and thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be
recompensed at the resurrection of the just.” I would not insist upon it that this
would prove that the just rose at a different time; but still there is to be a
resurrection of the just, and on the other hand, there is to be a resurrection of the
unjust; and the time of recompense for the righteous is to be the resurrection of
the just, which is spoken of as being a particular period. He might just as well
have said, “Thou shalt be recompensed at the general resurr®ction”. There was no
need to have said, “At the resurrection of the just”, if the two are to happen at the
same time. The words “of the just” are superfluous in the passage, unless they do
refer to some era distinguished and distinct from the resurrection of the unjust. I
will not say that this is any clear proof, but still, all these things put together, with
other passages I might quote if time did not fail me, would, I think, establish upon
a scriptural basis the doctrine of the two resurrections. But I would refer to one
more, which seems to me to be exceedingly clear, in John 6:39, 40, 44, 54, In
these verses the Saviour four times over speaks of His own believing people, and
promises them a resurrection. “I will raise him up at the last day.” Now, is there
any joy or beauty in this, to the people of God in particular, unless there be a
speciality in it for them? It is the lot of all to rise, and yet we have here a privilege
for the elect! Surely, brethren, there is a different resurrection. Besides, there is
yet a passage which now springs to my memory in the Hebrews, where the
apostle, speaking of the trials of the godly, and their noble endurance, speaks of
them as, “not accepting deliverance that they might obtain a better resurrection”.
The betterness was not in the after results of resurrection, but in the resurrection
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itself. How, then could it be a better resurrection, unless there be some distinction
between the resurrection of the saint and the resurrection of the sinner? Let the
one be a resurrection of splendour, let the other be a resurrection of gloom and
horror, and let there be a marked division between the two, that as it was in the
beginning, it ma}i)e even to the end, the Lord hath put a difference between him
that feareth God and him that feareth Him not.

I am well aware that I have not been able to put the argument so well but that
any antagonist may cavil at it; but I have been preaching to my own congregation
rather than fighting with opponents, and I hope you will take these passages and
weigh them for yourselves, and if they do not teach you that the dead in Christ
shall rise first, do not believe me if I say they do. If you cannot perceive the fact
yourself, if the Holy Spirit show it not unto you, why then read the passage again,
and then see if you can find another and a better meaning. I have no purpose to
serve except to make the Scripture as plain to you as possible; and I say it yet
again, I have not the ghadow of a doubt in my own soul that these passages do
teach us that there shall first of all be a resurrection concerning which it shall be
said, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection, on such the
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years”,

I now pass on to the second privilege here promised to the godly —

The second death on them hath no power

This, too, is a literal death, nonetheless literal because its main terror is spiritual,
for a spiritual death is as literal as a carnal death. The death which shall come
upon the ungodly without exception can never touch the righteous. Oh, brethren,
this is the best of all. As for the first resurrection, if Christ hath granted that to His
people there must be something glorious in it if we cannot perceive it. “It doth not
yet appear what we shall be, but we know when he shall appear we shall be like
him.” 1 think the glories of the first resurrection belong to the glories which shall
be revealed in us rather than the glories that are revealed to us. What shall be the
majesty of that form in which we shall rise, what the distinguished happiness we
shall then enjoy, we can but guess at a distance, we cannot know it to the full. But
on this point we can understand what Scripture states, and understand this much
well, that damnation, the second death, shall have no power on those who rise at
the first resurrection. How should it? How can damnation fall on any but those
who are sinners and are guilty of sin? But the saints are not guilty of sin. They
have sinned like others, and they were by nature the children of wrath even as
others. But their sin has been lifted from them: it was laid upon the Scapegoat’s
head of old. He, the Eternal Substitute, even our Lord Jesus, carried all their guilt
and their iniquity into the wilderness of forgetfulness, where it shall never be
found against them for ever. They wear the Saviour’s righteousness, even as
they have been washed in His blood; and what wrath can lie on the man who is
not only guiltless through the blood, but is meritorious through imputed
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righteousness! Oh, arm of Justice, thou art nerveless to smite the blood-washed.
Oh, ye flames of hell, how could even so much as the breath of your heat pass
upon the man who is safe covered in the Saviour’s wounds! How is it possible for
you, O Deaths, Destructions, Horrors, Glooms, Plagues, and Terrors, so much as
to flit like a cloud over the serene sky of the spirit which has found peace with
God through the blood of Christ! No, brethren,

“Bold shall I stand in that great day;

For who aught to my charge shall lay?
While, through Thy blood, absolved I am
From sin’s tremendous curse and shame.”

There shall be a second death; but over us it shall have no power. Do you
understand the beauty of the picture? As if we might walk through the flames of
hell and they should have no power to devour us any more than when the holy
children paced with ease over the hot coals of Nebuchadnezzar’s seven times
heated furnace. Death may bend his bow and fit the arrow to the string. But we
laugh at thee, O Death! and thee, O hell, we will despise! for over both of you, ye
enemies of man, we shall be more than conquerors through Him that hath loved

y\,/ As. We shall stand invulnerable and invincible, defying and laughing to scorn our

every foe. And all this because we are washed from sin and covered with a
spotless righteousness.

But there is another reason why the second death can have no power on the
believer; because when the prince of this world cometh against us then, we shall
be able to say what our Master did, “He hath nothing in me”. When we shall rise
again we shall be freed from all corruption: no evil tendencies shall remain in us.
“I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the Lord dwelleth in Zion.”
“Without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing,” without even the shadow of a spot
which the eye of omniscience could discover, we shall be as pure as Adam before
his fall, as holy as the immaculate manhood when it first came from the divine
hand. We shall be better than Adam for Adam might sin, but we shall be so
established in goodness, in truth, and in righteousness, that we shall not even be
tempted again, much less shall we have any fear of falling. We shall stand spotless
and faultless at the last great day. Brethren, lift up your heads. Contending with
sin, cast down wi#f doubts, lift up your heads, and wipe the tears from your eyes.

¢ There are days coming, the like of which angels have not seen, but you shall see

them. There are times coming when your spirits shall no more fear the chain, nor
shall ye even remember the wormwood and the gall.

“What, though your inbred sins require
Your flesh to see the dust:

Yet as the Lord your Saviour rose

So all His followers must.”




The Gospel Magazine 101

And when they rise they shall leave the old Adam behind them. Blessed day!
One of the most blessed parts of heaven — of heaven above or of heaven below —
will be freedom from the tendency to sin, a total death to that old nature which
has been our plague and woe.

e To BE CONTINUED ®

Book Reviews

Mission Now: Developing a Mission Lifestyle. Trev Gregory. Authentic Media.
pp. 222, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 1 85078 546 5.

By a Director of Youth for Christ, this book, using the NIV, is on global missionary work
and is warmly recommended by George Verwer. The author pleads for every believer to
obey the Great Commission, dealing with such subjects as: Where do I fit in?, Love,
Prayer, Cross-Cultural Awareness, Guidance, and Short Term Service.

Andrew Murray is extensively quoted, and the Moravian Church held up as an example
of motivation and love to other churches and ages, as is Hudson Taylor’s example in
prayer. With allowance for being a child of its age, this is a useful book. E.M.

Genesis Volume 2. John D. Currid. Evangelical Press. pp. 432, hardback. £16.95.
ISBN 0 85234 550 X.

This well produced study commentary on Genesis 25:19-50:26 follows Dr. Currid’s first
volume, and like it has the blemish of using the New American Standard Bible. It takes
short portions of the text and ends each one with a paragraph of application. It is clearly
printed, well annotated, and explained, thoughtful and reverent, and brings out the
meaning. It is not over the head of the average reader, nor beneath those who know more.
It contains background material of value, making it a good companion to the deeper and
older commentaries. For since they were written, critics have raised difficulties, and
archaeology shed its light on Genesis. These volumes are for layman and minister alike.

E.M.

The Suffering Saviour. F. W. Krummacher. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 448,
hardback. £15.95. ISBN 0 85151 856 7.

This is a treasure by perhaps the greatest German preacher of Victorian times, and held to
be his best work. He was a Reformed Pastor who was a leader in revival and honoured in
his own land as a preacher. His translated, printed sermons are generally acclaimed. An
old copy of these treasured sermons used to be on my shelves, but went, I think, when lent.
Banner of Truth have done a service in reprinting it.

There is a biographical introduction, then the whole of the Passion of our Saviour,
divided into eleven sermons on “The Outer Court”, twenty-nine on “The Holy Place”, and
thirteen on “The Most Holy Place”. A gifted man, Krummacher loved his Lord, and so
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even when printed, cold and lifeless, his sermons impart fire and vividness. Not Spurgeon,
but ranks high. E.M.

The Voice of God — Papers read at the 2002 Westminster Conference. Ed. John
Harris. The Westminster Conference, obtainable direct from the Rev. J. F. Harris, Hon.
Sec., The Westminster Conference, 8 Back Knowl Road, Mirfield, W. Yorks. WF14 9SA.
pp. 120, paperback. £5.00 incl. p&p (50p extra overseas).

This short review cannot do the Westminster Conference papers justice. Three papers each
deal with a book by an influential Christian, three with an aspect of the life of a Christian
leader, all with biographical notes.

Martin Holdt’s lively discussion of Thomas Vincent’s, God’s Terrible Voice in the
Nation, tells how Vincent, a London pastor through the 17th century Plague and Fire,
wrote God'’s Terrible Voice as a future warning.

Philip Craig’s usefully critiques William Fenner’s, The Soul’s Looking Glass. Fenner’s
purpose “‘is to show us our estate before God”. The book and the paper might be described
as a handbook on the conscience.

Mostyn Roberts discusses Tyndale’s, The Obedience of a Christian Man. All must obey
legitimate authority. Roberts exonerates Tyndale from both legalism and antinomianism
because Tyndale sees justification by faith as being saved for good works.

Geoffrey Thomas’s paper, “John Wesley — Bane or Blessing?”, tells how Wesley upset
many Evangelicals, including Toplady and Whitfield, by his Arminian theology. They
differed over free grace. Yet the Holy Spirit worked powerfully in the 18th century, and
we should ask hiow Wesley preached.

Graham Harrison describes the rift between Howell Harris and Daniel Rowland over
Patripassionism and Howell’s infatuation with Mrs. Griffith, hurting Mrs. Howell and
spoiling Howell’s work for many years.

Stephen Clark’s paper, “Archibald Alexander: the Shakespeare of the Christian Heart”,
is delightful, describing a saintly scholar of the late 18th, early 19th century.

There is a wealth of background material and sermon illustration in the papers and they
are a good read. , GD.M.

Teaching Matthew. David Jackman and William Philip. Proclamation Trust Media;
Christian Focus Publications. pp. 233, paperback. £6.99.

This is a useful book, the second in a series by Proclamation Trust, on “unlocking the
Gospel of . . . for the expositor”. (The first was Teaching John.)

First, it is important to note what the authors say in the introduction: “This is not an
exhaustive exposition of the Gospel . . . far less is it a commentary.” It is a guide to
Matthew’s Gospel.

The writers’ aim is “to show how the thread of Matthew’s thought develops”.
Matthew’s Gospel is seen as a bridge between the Old and New Testaments, a climax to
Old Testament teaching.

" The book (as the title implies) is intended primarily for preachers, but it would be useful
for anyone teaching Matthew.

The Gospel is divided into ten sections, each with a plan for a series of sermons at the
end under the title “Key Teaching Points”. It would have been useful if the Bible reference
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for each section were given in the contents list at the front of the book. A list of resources
is given at the end of the book.

There is straight commentary in a few places. (Are these the writers’ hobbyhorses?) As
reading, it is repetitive but as a reference book it is excellent and good value for money —
highly recommended for anyone who is planning a series on Matthew’s Gospel — but not

as a commentary! G.D.M.

The Day God Made. Glen C. Knecht. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 101, paperback.
£5.50. ISBN 0 85151 851 6.

By the time a person is in his seventies, he will have endured or enjoyed between three
and four thousand Sundays. The author, a former missionary in Iran and now an associate
pastor of a Presbyterian church in the USA, shows how God means us to enjoy these
Sabbaths rather than to endure them. Anything that God ordains is for our good and since
God’s will does not change, neither does the purpose of the Sabbath. It is God’s gift to us
as arest of change, not of enforced idleness, but of praise, service, fellowship and learning
about God. *

The author intended this little book to be read on a Sunday afternoon and he achieves
his aim by leading the reader by short, clear chapters to a fuller understanding of the
permanence of the Sabbath and therefore of its continuing relevance to modern Christian
life. The New American Standard Bible is used for all Scripture references. Its shortness
and clarity make this book useful for group discussion as well as for personal meditation.
“The Sabbath on earth is a foretaste for the eternal rest, the eternal Sabbath in heaven.”

G.F.H.H.

Is All Scripture Inspired? J. C. Ryle. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 74, paperback.
£3.50. ISBN 0 85151 848 6.

This booklet originally appeared as the first paper in J. C. Ryle’ s volume, Old Paths, in
1878 and was brought out by the Banner of Truth in its present separate form in 2003.
There are two appendices: 1. Quotes from four eminent British theologians on the
inspiration of the Bible; 2. An address given by Ryle to a clergy meeting in 1858 on the
text 2 Corinthians 2:17.

Ryle’s stance is that the inspiration of the Scriptures is “the very keel and foundation of
Christianity”. He admits he cannot explain how this miracle of inspiration shown in the
fusion of divine and human elements in the Bible is brought about, but then a miracle
would not be a miracle if we could explain it. Instead he points to those features of the
Bible which should be convincing evidence to any fair-minded person of its divine origin:
its unity and harmony in spite of the many human writers; its accurate prophecies; its
appeal to men, women and children of all types and stations, in all nations, in all ages; and
the way that it shows human nature as only the Creator of the human heart could.

Ryle does not dodge the doubts raised in the minds of some Christians by alleged
historical or scientific errors and varied readings, but takes the stand that the truths
vastly outweigh the supposed errors, and that in time — as has already happened in the
past — even these will be shown not to be errors at all. This is an attractively presented and
priced booklet which should be a help in answering so much of the scepticism met on

every side today. e G.F.H.H.
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The Mortification of Sin. John Owen. Christian Heritage (Christian Focus). pp. 182,
paperback. £4.99. ISBN 1 85792 107 0.

The above is sub-titled: A Puritan’s View of How to Deal with Sin in Your Life. First
published 300 years ago, this little work can also be found in the Banner of Truth’s edition
of Owen’s works, volume 6. The edition under review has the added bonus of an
introduction written by J. I. Packer. In it, he speaks of his conversion and contact with
what we can call “higher life” Christians. These were believers who went by the simple
maxim of “let go, and let God” and saw this as the secret of living a holy and sanctified
life. Packer soon found that this teaching did not work, as, incidentally, Bishop J. C. Ryle
observed many years before when he wrote his spiritual classic, Holiness. In the
providence of God, Packer came upon volume 6 of John Owen and this changed his life.
“God used what the old Puritan had written three centuries before to sort me out,” he
wrote. Readers are encouraged not to pass this introduction by, because it ably sets the
scene for what follows.

Each of the four chapters is reasonably short, which will help those who are new to the
works of Owen. By modern standards, he is not an easy read, but for those who are
desirous of grasping the old Puritan’s understanding of the subject, then perseverance is
the key. They will not be disappointed. He can also abound with meaningful oneliners,
especially favoured by our generation. Page 28 offers a taster: “Be killing sin, or it will be
killing you.”

Owen’s main thrusts are three-fold:

First: sin is always with us in the life and works away in our hearts. As a result, we can
expect no sinless perfection this side of the grave.

Second: left alone, sin grows and will completely master us and destroy spiritual life.
Consequently, we must fight it in the power of the Holy Spirit all our days.

Third: God lays down the ways and means to fight against sin in His Word and we are
to follow them obediently. Failure to do so, or follow carnal ways, will end in spiritual
defeat and death. )

Regrettably, the old Puritan’s scriptural and commonsense approach has long been
discarded, as has Ryle’s, who followed suit with similar reasoning. This has been our loss,
as a moment’s reflection will make plain. May God grant a recovery of these great truths
in the Church at large and in our own hearts. B.G.

Joel and Obadiah. A Mentor Commentary. Irvin A. Busenitz. Christian Focus
Publications. pp. 288, hardback. £15.99. ISBN 1 85792 861 X.

Dr. Busenitz was a member of Faculty at Talbot Theological Seminary, USA, until
becoming a founding member of the Master’s Seminary, Sun Valley, California, in 1986,
where he has taught ever since. He is currently Vice President for Academic
Administration and Professor of Old Testament studies.

As the title suggests, the book is a commentary upon two prophets: a larger work on
Joel and a shorter, on Obadiah. In the case of Joel, the author provides a lengthy
introduction of some 40 pages (with Obadiah, it is a mere 15) and then proceeds to discuss
authorship, dates, and purpose of the book, along with themes and composition. All is
done with real thoroughness and care, before moving on to exposition of the text. This can
be quite detailed at times, especially when technical matters are dealt with, including the
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problems and obscure points raised by critics. The author’s exposition is sane and sensible
and a good example of this is seen in the treatment of Joel 2:28-32 and its relationship to
Acts 2 (“I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh”, etc. — see pages 183 to 195).

The same can be said of the shorter commentary on Obadiah, with the repeated
emphasis of thoroughness. Practically every page of both commentaries has copious and
useful footnotes, whiie there is a very full and helpful bibliography at the end of the
volume. Ministers and others involved in preaching will find the book a valuable tool in
expounding the Word, although there is little, if any, application to be found. Readers will
need to look further a field to make up for this important omission. The book uses the New
American Standard Version of the Bible. B.G.

Evangelicalism and the Orthodox Church. Evangelical Alliance. pp. 163,
paperback. Price unknown. ISBN 0 95329 924 4.

The above is sub-titled: A Report by the Evangelical Alliance Commission on Unity and
Truth among Evangelicals (ACUTE). As such, it seeks to “lay a foundation for mutual
understanding by comparing and contrasting the beliefs and practises” of Evangelicals’
and the Orthodox Church. It is reckoned to be of interest to those who are concerned with
building stronger ecumenical relations between these two traditions. ACUTE also
includes representatives from the British Evangelical Council and the Evangelical
Movement of Wales. Although meetings took place between the EA and the Orthodox
Church (OC) in the early 80s and late "90s, it was not until February 1999 that ACUTE
met, and continued to do so on six occasions until March 2000. The Working Group had
nine members, which included the Rev. Dr. Nick Needham, Prof. David Wright and Prof.
Andrew Walker. For a full list of the group, see page ix of the Report. Prof. Gerald Bray
wrote the Foreword. In it, he contended that Evangelicals and the OC hold the great
fundamentals of the faith in common. Not.only that, but “both have also been faithful to
the Gospel”. Fine words indeed, especially as others have inferred similar things
concerning Evangelicals and Roman Catholicism.

ACUTE makes for interesting and, at times, stimulating reading, as it attempts to define
Evangelical Christians and Orthodox Christianity. Having done so, it then lays out
common ground and differences that exist between the two traditions. The second part of
the report then goes into some detail regarding specific areas of theology and church life.
For example: the Person and Work of Christ; the Holy Spirit; Scripture and Tradition, and
Worship. Finally, chapter 12 lists 19 Conclusions and Recommendations. Arising from
these is the encouragement to continued dialogue and even communion with the OC, with
the inclusion of Roman Catholics.

A proper analysis of this report is not possible because of the constraints of space and
time, so we shall have to content ourselves by saying, that important and significant
differences exist between the OC and Evangelicals. Examples of this can be found in such
areas as the doctrine of the church; Scripture and the place of tradition; the understanding
of conversion and sanctification; the OC’s belief in Transubstantiation; the use of icons,
relics and prayers to saints, etc. Perhaps of greatest concern is the emphasis that the OC
has upon the death of Christ. Evangelicals have historically and quite correctly seen the
Lord’s death as substitutionary and effecting the justification of the sinner. The OC,
however, sees Christ as the victor over sin and death. Triumphing over death is the key
element for them. Evangelical theology does not dispute this for one moment — but that is
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not at the heart of the death of Christ. Such is surely an important and fundamental point
and must decide whether a church or individual is truly Christian or not. Indeed, it is here
that ACUTE and its desire for continuing dialogue and fellowship with the OC is most
worrying. How can two walk together unless they be agreed? Certainly, the older,
classical Evangelicalism with its loyalty to the 39 Articles, the Westminster Confession of
Faith and the like, would have found agreement with the OC difficult, if not impossible.
What does this say of modern Evangelicalism?

By way of answer, it is worth pointing out to readers, that the Banner of Truth recently
re-published two addresses by Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (DMLJ) under the title, The Basis
of Christian Unity. These were preached in June 1962. In them, DMLJ argued that true
unity can only come about amongst regenerate and born again people, and where Christ
and His Gospel are central. Further on, the nature of a true church is discussed and DMLJ
asks: What is our view of the church? Is it the Roman Catholic one, “inclusivist,
organisational, institutional and hierarchical”? Or, on the other hand, are we cleaving to a
Reformed idea, where the priesthood of all believers is emphasized and the church is kept
under the judgment of the Word of God at all times. God grant that Evangelicalism will
return to the old and better paths. B.G.

In Trouble and in Joy. Sharon James. Evalllgelical Press. pp. 284, hardback. Price not
known. ISBN 0 85234 546 1.

This most attractive volume tells the story of four women whose lives demonstrate that
the secret of contentment and fulfilment in life is godliness. Margaret Baxter, wife of
Puritan Richard Baxter, Sarah Edwards, wife of Jonathan Edwards the 18th century
American theologian, Anne Steele, and Francis Ridley Havergal were very different
personalities, but each one put Jesus Christ first in her life.

Sharon James has thoroughly researched her subjects and gives a fascinating account
of each one. Taking them in order of birth and using the same format for each sketch, she
sets the scene, tells the story, assesses their character and signjficance, and then gives
extracts from their writings. In this way one can compare the four women and see how
God used them in their different ways and circumstances to His glory. Twice as much
space is given to Francis Ridley Havergal compared with the other three, reflecting the
greater amount of information available about her and by her.

The author concludes by noting four different aspects of her subjects’ spirituality which
run through their lives and writings — submission, obedience, enjoyment of the love of
God, and total consecration. The provision of maps and a few illustrations enhances the
value of the book, which is warmly recommended and would make a much appreciated
gift. Just three minor typographical errors were spotted. JPW.

Mary Jones and Her Bible. Author unknown. Illustrated by Stuart Mingham.
Christian Focus Publications. pp. 160, paperback. £3.99. ISBN 1 85792 568 8.

This illustrated paperback recounts the story of Mary Jones, whose 50 mile barefoot walk
across the Welsh mountains to purchase a Bible of her own, led to the foundation of the
British and Foreign Bible Society.

It is illustrated with black and white line drawings and retold in a style suitable for
children aged 8-11 years. E.H.M.




