














































C O R R E S P O N D E N C E . o a I

reigned down in us. He that knows for himself the truth of the apostle's
words, that in the child of God the spirit lusteth against llie flesh, and the flesh
against the spirit, so that he cannot do the thing that he would, knows that he
has somewhat more to do wi th s in than th js.  To have our s in pardoned is not
al l  that  is  needful  to make i t  ( '  a nonent i ty ; t '  the evi l  of  s in in i ts  nature is  the
same, whether pardoned.or unpardoned. What I\Ir. T. says with regald to the
spiritual life and mind which is in the chiltl of God, " that ncthing can live and
abi contrary to its own naturer" is as true with respect to sin as an indwelling,
increasingly act ive pr incip le in us;  yea,  i t  is  the new nature l iv ing and act ing
according to its nature, that makes us so sensible of the unalterably evil nature
of sin ; antl I should say makes it impossible for the child of God, lvho is thus
alive to its evil, so to live above it as a reigned-down nonentity ir him, as that
he should not find his plesent peace and happiness again and again disluibed
by its constant intru:ion. Thele is not a Gospel truth which, if applied by the
Holy Giiost to the soul, will bring comfort and consolation to tbe sinner in the
uay of making him think lightly of his transgressions against God. What
?lgreement, I would ask, is there between si,n rei,gned dozun i,n as as our plofessed
cleed, and orrr crying out, O wretched man that I alr, who s/iall deliver me
trom it? Tire reply of the apostle to that exclamation is faith's tt'iumphing in
the sure prospect of a future deliverance, and encourages us to go on in the
belief of the truth; Dot as though we had already attained, either were ah'eady
perfect, but following efter, if that we may applehend that for which also we
are apprehended of Christ Jesus. f readily graDt that if we can pet'suade our-
selves that the sin which we havernomentary evidence in us of its living power,
is, notwithstanding this,reigned dozon in zs, then tve may be able to catry a high
hand over those wio are bowed down under a sense of fresh contlactecl-sin aicl
guilt, and require daily application of the blood of sprinkling to their con-
science, to give then any boldness before God in the carrying on and carrving
out of the life which they now live in the flesh, by the faith of the Son of God,
as he who loved them and gave himself for them. We may then talk of all our
connexion with sin now, being only a passing through it, as that which ueither
molests nol harms us; we may then talk of leaving to others as dirty work, as
n'orking at the dung-gate, the regarding in our preaching the case of those who
do not find in tbeir experience, and cannot hold as their creed, siz rei,gned down
in tkemby graae in their present state. The reign of grace over sin in us, so
that it shall not have the dominion, does not, in my humble opinion, consist in
havingi t  soreigneddozan i , r t ,  zsthat  we nei ther feel  i t  nor are sensib leof  auy
evil alisinq from it in our own particular case. I cannot receive this as a
scr iptural  breed.

i\{y dear brother, we \pant something more substantial, more real, anal less
theoretical than we find in this letter of Mr. Triggs. Sensible of this, I have
been led to write as I haye done; but, be assured, not under the influence of
any unkind feelings torrards any one; not in a spirit of carnal contention; but
in the spirit of that allowable contention for the faith once delivered to the
saints, for which it becomes us to be most zealous in these davs of relisious
lr rofcssion.  Of the Scr iptures quoted by Mr.  Tr iggs in pruof  of  h is th lory
respecting sin reignetl down in the child of God in his present time-state, there
are some the peculiar difllculties of which, to the child of God, arise from the
fact (not ttre theory) that sin is zoi reigned down in him. There could be no
aimculty whatevei 6elonging to these*Scriptures, if it were a fact that sin is
reigned down in us in our present state, and that nothing lemains further in our
daily experience of a worf of grace in our own souls but a reigning. ovet that
which is already reigned down. The most literal interpretalion that the human
understanding could put lrpon these Scriptures would be all that the child of
God would,  under such c i rcumstances,  need in the use of  them,

MaytheLord beourInstructor  in h is b lessecl  t luth;  and in anythingin
which we are not agreed one among another, may he enable us to discuss our
differences iu the ipirit of love, inity, and coicord, as brethren of the cne
{amily, is the prayer-of

Yours, affectionately, in the Lord,
Elmley, Oct,7r 7842, Rosea r  Pvm.
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To the Editor of the Gospel M~agaziue.

DEAR BROTHBR IN OVR COVENANT HEAD,

May grace, mercy, and peace be with you. My reason for now addressing
you, is in consequenee of yonr having inserted a word or two in the Obituary
of the late James Moffitt which appears to me to alter his real sentiment in
regard to God's preordination of sin. It occurs in 244, where it reads thus,
" That sin came to pass according to the fore-ordination or permission of God,
and whereby he accomplished his pnrposes." You are aware the words, " or
permission," were not in the manuscript copy sent to yon. I really cannot
understand why the word "permission" should be used in this case, neither
can I find it a Scriptural term, wheo the sobject is spoken of in reference to
the ordained purposes of him who worketh all things according to the counsel
of his own will, and the thing which he has determined shall be done. I n' a
personal point of view it certainly is proper and most becoming a creature like
you or me to say in reference to God's permission of evil, that he permitted
Satan to tempt me, or he suffered me to be tempted to evil, and permitted the
enemy to get the advantage over me, whereby I fell iuto siu; but he, in his
amazing love and forbearflnce, restored me again to the enjoyment nf hi.
favuur; thereby the snares 01 the enemy were broken, and my soul was d,,­
livered from the sin, and all its damnable consequence".

The term permissiou conveys with it too 10'" an idea of the ways of him who
is wise in heart and mighty in strength, and of whom it is said, " There is no
wisdom, nor understanding, nor conncil against the Lord;" and, may I ask,
does it not appear to savour of the erroneons sentiment, "That all things were
not preordained by God before the world was, but that he permits the creature
to do certain things which he had not determined?" As all things have been
ordered and settled by the most high God from everlasting, and there is uo
change with him, why should we not maintain that the determinate counsel on
which his foreknowledge is founded is a trnth clearly laid down in the SCI'ip­
tures? bnt if, instead thereof, we make use of the word" permission," it mo-t
certainly does not convey to the mind that the positive, unalterahle purposes of
God are carried into effect thereby.

l\Iy dear brother, I do uot write thus to make the subject a matter of con·
troversy, because I feel at a point about it; but as this is a sentiment which is
very mnch shunned in the present day, I feel it incumbent on me to notice it;
and if the Lord has not led yonr mind to the same conclusion as myself, hiR
dealings with his people are so varions, and he is so infilli tely wise, that 1
wonld not for a moment question his wisdom, knowing that a man can recei,e
nothing except it be giveu him from above. Bnt to pro,e that the Scriptnre
will bear me ont, I need only refer you to what the Apostle says in reference
to ungodly characters, when he takes up their argumeut, " But thon wilt say
un to me, why doth he yet find fault, for "ho hath resisted his will? Nay,
but 0 man, who art thon that repliest against God?" &c. Again, when the
Lord was about sending his servant Moses to Pharoah to ask that monarch
to let the Israelites go, the Lord said," And I will harden his heart, that he
shall not let the people go."

Thus I must leave the subject with him who is the Ruler in Israel, and
orders all things well for those who are his chosen; and may he keep you
safe from the errors of the day among the thousands of his Israel, and bless
you in yonr work and labour of love, is the sincere desire of one who loves
the truth as it is in Jesns.

F.
[The expression" preordained," as used by our correspondent, savoured, iu our

opinion, of that damnable heresy which sets forth God as the author of sin;
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hence, lest one of the little ones should ovellook the writer's meaning, and be
wounded or dismayed, we chose io modify the expression- by iritroducing the
wot'ds, ('by perrnissioir," God created man upright, and endowed him with
cleature-stiength ; a stt"onger than ntan came forward I the Creator not being
compelled to;{ibfd the needed power of lesistance, man listened to the
temptel and fell; this was accorrling to the permission, fi 'ee-willr or pleasure
of the Most High, but he was not the author of Adam's lrarrsgression, nor
responsible fol it; until, according to eternal counsel and dectee. the -glo-
rious Surety came forrvard and to6h upon himself tire responsibility of ttre-
church, whictr he in his eternal mind elected aforehand out of the ruins of
that  destruct ion into which he sa* '  mat;k ind rvould fa l l .

The passage respecting lllrzrraoh to wirit:h our correspondent-has referred,,
we bel ieve sets for th merely ihe puwet,  author i ty ,  ot  dominion s 'h ich Jehovah
Iras over mankind as his c ieatuies.  i t  is  in l r im ( ' they l ive,  move, and have
their beins," Divest man of the power vested in him as a creatut'e by .Ieho-
vah himseTf,  and you reclnce him to a nonett t i ty  a l  once ;  or  the passage may
have another view, as if the Lord had said, '( I will leave Pharaoh to his
natru'al blindness ind hardihood, io the power of Satan ; I wiii not au'e hin,
nor put feal into his heart," Thus ma]' we account for the languager " I will
irardel his heart."-El,l

To the Editor of tlt'e Gospel Magazine"

XIn.  Eor loa,
It'ras my happy 1ot to have the friend'drip-of thc Rev. Williarn Flu.nting-

ton,  and for  somel 'eurs to hear the word of  i i le  f rom his l ips.-  By his minist ry
it pleased a gracious God to proclaim liberty to. my sorl, and often to -revive
iris l;egun giod work by comforiirlg and reflre-"hirrg my weary spirit. I-have
iudeed abuudaut reason to bles,r and praise God for bringirtg me to hear him I
therefore you must not woniler at my feeling hurt- when his memory orhis
writings are assailed. Ihat he is the person aliudecl to in your J-u-ne Number
by M.-H. I cannot doubt I because l\{r. Huntingion--rlied in l8l3,-and that
h'L H. is condemning the opinions expressed by 1\{r. Huntington in the secorrtl
Letter of the second volume of " The Epistles of Faith."

lI. H. tells us in your June Number, that this eminent minister of the
Gospel said, " This commarril was trot binding -upon -him-, anil stouily.main-
tained that he was authorised to assume and perform the character ofajudge;
ihat he limited tlis precept (Luke, vi. 3f) to the unregenerate antl ungodly;"
and further, ihat thii " selrant of Jesus, who came to the conclusion ihat this
word was not binding upon hiin, greatly erred; and in this instance, anci
some others he becarne liltle ; for, he not only broke this wise anii holy com-
rnand, bnt, b-y his exarnple, taught atd iufluenced matly others so to clo ;" also
that, ;'it is matter of deep'lameo'taticin that he has found innumerable ancl apt
scholars ;" adding, t'for ivil is soon learnt anil easii5r practised." Now, sir,
this is, to sav tbe least of it, very strong language ;_arrd that the ehurch of God
at large n'ray forrn some judgment -rvhetltcr 1\t. FI., in thus speakin-g of lI{,-
Huntington, strictly confines himself witiriu the rule of righteou-s- judgment, I
call upon you to publish in your next Number the letter of Nlr fluntington to
rrhiclr I reler.

I have no wish to enter'into contention with any man, anil I feel persuaded
from your remarks preceding l\{. H.'s first letter, that you wouid take Solo-
mon's-advice, " Go fiom the presence of a foolish man, when you perceive not
in him the lips of knowleilge."

I most heartily believe, wiUr I\I. H., that, tt Jesus^ never cals ,to, or inve-sts
with, an ofi&ce, which he hath forbitlden any of his followers to take, anil which
he iiiurself is alone appointed to fiI}; and whoever, or whatever he beo who
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rashly conilemns Christ's brethren, wbo are manifestly called, and chosen, and
faithful, has not only more of presumption than of faith; more ofarrogance
than meekness; but I venture to say also, such cannot be taught of Goil to
love une another."

I ihiuk I know something of Mr. Huntington's writings, and coulil find
many extracts from them which would clearly show ihat he as strictly enforces
love-to the brethen, ancl a refraining from rashly judging them, as Ii{. H. 

"uopossibly do. But let the letter I allude to speak for him; and also the iatter
part of the twenty-irinth letter in the first volume of the ,, Epistles of Faith."
Here alicw me to suggest your publishing consecutively the whole oftbe latter
letter; it might, perliaps, be of some service to the church in sbowing how we
ought to behave towards each other.

You and I know that i\Ir. Huntiugton was a man of like passions with our-
selves I yet, to the poorest believer, and the weakest in faith, " uanife-stly
cailed," he was a nursing father, possessing that charity wbich suffereth long
and is kinil. In conclirsion I beg to say, that until M. E[. proves that ]Ir.
Huntington assumed the judgment seat; that he limiied and broke the com-
mancl of Chrisi; that hy his example he taught ancl influenceil many and in-
uumerable api scholars to do evilI I shall consider that Mr. Huntington's
explanation of the passage (Luke, vi. 3J) is accoriling to trutb I and he does
not entirely limit this command to the unregenerate when Iie says, " That
which is cliielly inteirdecl in the text appears to me the s'icked judging the
righteous." I speak unto wise men, judge ye what I say.

I remain, Mr. Eilitor, your sincere well-wisher,
Cambermell.

Girrer Source of Strength, almighty' 
God,

We seek thy promised aid;
Thou wilt prove faithful to thy word,
' Whereon our hope is stayed,

We pray thee now thine armour give,
. .Array us in thy night,

?haf we may to thy glory live,
. Anrl.put our foes to flight.

l . : : ] :

In every conflict, gracious Lord,
Let.us victorious be;

Armed.with thy'Spirit's pow'rful sworil,
May we fight manfully.

[Our lirnited space forbids our compliance with Theophilus' request; we have
read the letters referred to with much pleasure, and heartily recommeud them
to the perusal of our readers.-Eo.l

ORIGINAL POETRY.

A PRAYER FOR GRACE.

Thus may we always conq'ring go,
Till thou shalt bid us rise;

Far from this worid of strife below,
To meet thee in the skies.

. Let us ascenil to that fair land,
'lYhere endless peace is found;

AnrI ilwell with th;t, thine happy banil,
IMho are wiih glory crownetl.

Oh! let us there with joy beholtt
Thy glorious open face;

Anrl, wondering at thy love untoltl,
Sing ofredeming grace,

Sa(ord.

1'rrr:oplttr,us.

D. a. DouDNEy, cITy pnEss, l ,  roNG iANE.

R. C.




