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dearly manifest. How was it manifested? By the preaching of the apostles it was
proclaimed worldwide. Previous to Christ's resurrection, the grace of God was
unrevealed. Christ dwelt only amongst the Jews and was not yet glorified. But
after His ascension He gave to men the Holy Spirit. Concerning the Spirit, He
before testified (John 16:14) that the Spirit of truth, whom He should send, would
glorify Him.

The apostle's meaning is: Christ did not come to dwell on earth to His own
advantage, but for our good. Therefore He did not retain His goodness and grace
within Himself. After His ascension He caused them to be proclaimed in public
preaching throughout the world - to all men. Nor did He permit the revelation to
be made as a mere proclamation of a fact, as a rumour or a report; it was appointed
10 bring forth fruit in us. It is a revelation and proclamation that teaches us
to deny - to reject - ungodly things, all earthly lusts, all worldly desires, and
thenceforward lead a sober, righteous and godly life.

In the first verse, the true essence of the text, "The grace of God hath appeared,
hringing salvation to all men", Paul condemns the favours of the world and of
men as pernicious, worthy of condemnation, ineffectual; and would incite in us a
desire for divine grace. He teaches us to despise human favour. He who. would
have God's grace and favour must consider the surrender of all other grace and
favour. Christ says (Matthew 10:22): "Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's
sake." The Psalmist says (Psalm 53:5): "God hath scattered the bones of him that
encampeth against thee." And Paul declares (Galatians 1:10): "If I yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ." Where the saving grace of God comes,
the pernicious favour of men must be ignored. He who would taste the former
must reject and forget the latter.

According to the text, the grace has appeared, or is proclaimed, to all men.
Christ commanded (Mark 16:15) that the Gospel be preached to all creatures
throughout the whole world. And Paul in many places - for instance Colossians
1:23 - says: "the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven." The thought is, the Gospel was preached
publicly in the hearing of all creatures, much more of all men. At first Christ
preached the Gospel and only in the land of the Jews, knowledge of the Holy
Scriptures being confined to that nation, as Psalm 76:2 and Psalm 147:19 declare.
But afterward the Word was made free to all men; not confined to any particular
section. Psalm 19:4 declares: "Their line is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world." This is spoken of the apostles.

But you may object, "Surely the words of the apostle did not, in their time,
reach the end of the world; for nearly eight hundred years elapsed after the
apostolic age before Germany was converted, and also recent discoveries show
that there are many islands and many countries where no indication of the grace
of God appeared before the fifteenth century." I reply: the apostle has reference to
the character of the Gospel. It is a message calculated, from the nature of its
inception and purpose, to go into all the world. At the time of the apostles it had



already entered the greater and better part of the world. Up to that day, no
message of like character was ever ordained. The Law of Moses was confined to
the Jewish nation. Universal proclamation of the Gospel being for the most part
accomplished at that time, and its completion being inevitable - as it is today ­
the Scripture phraseology makes it an accomplished fact.

In the Scriptures we frequently meet with what is called "synechdoche"; that is,
a figure of speech whereby a part is made to stand for the whole. For instance, it
is said that Christ was three days and three nights in the grave, when in fact He
passed one entire day, two nights, and portions of two other days in that place
(Matthew 12:40). Again, we read (Matthew 23:37) of Jerusalem stoning the
prophets, yet a large proportion of the inhabitants were godly people. Thus too,
the clerics are said to be avaricious, but among them are many righteous men.
This way of speaking is common to all languages; especially is it found in the
Holy Scriptures.

So the Gospel was in the apostolic day preached to all creatures; for it is a
message introduced, designed and ordained to reach all creatures. To illustrate: A
prince, having dispatched from his residence and seeing it started upon the way,
might say the message had gone to the appointed place even though i.t had not yet
reached its destination. Similarly, God has sent forth the Gospel to all creatures
even thought it has not so far reached all. Note, the prophet says the voice of the
apostles has "gone throughout all the earth". He does not say their voice has
reached the entire world, but is on the way - "is gone out". And so Paul means
the Gospel is continuously preached and made manifest to all men. It is now on
the way; the act is performed though the effect is not complete.
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FIRST EVIL - UNGODLINESS

The appearing of grace, Paul says, instructs us in two things: one is described as
"denying ungodliness and worldly lusts". We must explain these terms. The Latin
word impietas, which the apostle renders in the Greek asebia, and which in
Hebrew is resa, I cannot find anyone German word to express. I have made it
"ungoettlich wesen", "ungodliness". The Latin and Greek terms do not fully
convey the Hebrew meaning. Resa, properly, is the sin of failing to honour
God; that is, of not believing, trusting, fearing Him, not surrendering to Him, not
submitting to His providence, not allowing Him to be God. In that sin, those
guilty of gross outward evils are deeply implicated indeed; but much more deeply
involved are the wise, sainted, learned ecclesiasts who, relying upon their works,
think themselves godly and so appear in the eyes of the world. In fact, all men
who do not live a life committed to the pure goodness and grace of God are
"impious", ungodly, even though they be holy enough to raise the dead, or perfect
in continence and all other virtues. "Graceless" or "faithless" would seem to be
the proper adjective to describe them. I shall, however, use the term "ungodly".
Paul tells us that saving grace has appeared to the graceless to make them rich in
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grace and rich in God; in other words, to bring them to believe, trust, fear, honour,
Ilwe and praise Him, and thus transform ungodliness into godliness.

Of what use would be the appearance of saving grace were we to attempt to
hecome godly in life through some other means? Paul here declares grace was
revealed and proclaimed to the very end that we might deny ungodliness and
thereafter live righteously; not through or of ourselves, but through grace. No one
more disparages divine grace, and more gainsays its appearing, than do hypocrites
and ungodly saints; for, unwilling to regard their own works ineffectual, sinful and
iaulty, they discover in themselves much good. Measuring themselves by their
own intentions, they imagine they deserve great merit independently of grace.
God, however, regards no work good - nor is it - unless He by His grace effects it
in us. It was for the sake of accomplishing in us all many such works, and of
deterring us from our own attempts, that God manifested His saving grace to men.

Now the foremost evil of men is their godlessness, their unsaved state, their
lack of grace. It includes first a faithless heart, and then all resultant thoughts,
words, works and conduct in general. Left to himself, the individual sinner's life
and outward conduct are guided by his natural abilities and human reason. In
these his beauty and brilliance sometimes outshines the real saints. But he seeks
merely his own interest. He is unable to honour God in life and conduct, even
though he does command greater praise and glory in the exercise of reason than
do the true saints of frequent Scripture mention. So worldwide and so deeply
subtle an evil is this godless, graceless conduct, it withholds from the individual
the power to perceive the evil of his way, to believe he errs, even when his error
is held up to him. The prophet (Psalm 53:2) looks upon this blindness as not that
of reason, or of the world, or of the flesh, but as a spiritual deception, leading
astray not only the reason but the spirit of man.

In fact, that ungodliness is sinful must be believed rather than felt. Since God
permitted the manifestation of His grace to all men to lead them to deny
ungodliness, we ought to believe Him as a Being who knows our hearts better
than we do ourselves. We must also confess that were it not for the ungodliness
and faulty character of our deeds, God would not have ordained the proclamation
of His grace for our betterment. Were one to administer remedies to an individual
not ill, he would be looked upon as lacking sense. Accordingly, God must be
regarded in the same light by them who, measuring themselves by their own good
intentions and their feelings, are unwilling to believe all their deeds ungodly and
worthy of condemnation, and that God's saving grace is necessary. To them this
is a terrible doctrine. Christ (Matthew 21:32) charges the chief priests, doctors and
ecclesiastics (elders) with disbelieving John the Baptist, who called them to
repentance; they refused to know their sin. All the prophets met death for accusing
the people of the sin of ungodliness. No one believed the prophets. No one of the
people thought themselves guilty of such sin. They judged themselves by their
feelings,. their intentions and works; not by God's Word, not by His counsel
delivered through the prophets.
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Paul employs a strong Greek term, paedeUSd,"'ftt'eaning "to instruct" - such
elementary instruction as we give children concerning a thing whereof they have
no knowledge at all. The children are guided, not by their reason, but by the
instructing word of their father. According to his representation they regard a
certain thing as useful or as harmful. They believe in and are guided by him. With
intelligent and learned individuals, however, we explain in a way comprehensible
to their reason why a certain thing is profitable and certain other things are
unprofitable. God designs that we, as childish pupils, be instructed by His saving
grace. Then if we cannot feel we may yet believe that our natures are godless and
faulty, and so receive grace and walk therein. Well does Christ testify (Matthew
18:3), "Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven", and Isaiah 7:9, "If ye will not believe, surely ye shall
not be established". Divine, saving grace, then, has appeared, not only to help us,
but also to teach us our need of grace. For the fact of its coming shows all our
works godless, graceless, condemned. The psalmist (Psalm 119:5-8) fervently
entreats God to teach him His judgments, laws and commandments, that he may
not be guided by his own ideas and feelings, a thing God has forbidden
(Deuteronomy 12:8), saying: "Ye shall not do ... every man whatsoever is right
in his own eyes."

(To BE CONTINUED)

__ e __

Book Reviews
John Frith - Scholar and Martyr. Brian Raynor. pp. 176, illustrated, hardback.
£14.95. Available through the Secretary, "Holme Regis", Old School Lane, Stanford,
Biggleswade Beds. SG18 9JL.

It is a pity John Frith (1503-1533) is not better known, for Foxe's Book ofMartyrs, from
which most of our knowledge of the young man derives, rates him very highly, both as a
mathematical scholar, and as a man of godly faith. When Tyndale led this teenager, or at
most twenty-one years old to Christ, Frith already headed the Bachelor of Arts list for
Oxford. His short life influenced the course of the English Reformation significantly. He
was amongst the first to read Erasmus' Greek New Testament, being arrested on Cardinal
Wolsey's orders. After imprisonment, he fled to the Continent and helped his friend
Tyndale translate the New Testament. There he learned justification by faith from Luther's
works, wrote tracts and books, translated both Luther's A Revelation ofthe Antichrist, and
the work of the first great Scots martyr, Patrick Hamilton, called Patricks' Places. This
translation from Latin was very widely read, and taught justification by faith clearly.

He was hated and pursued by Sir Thomas More when he returned to England. He was
brought for trial before Cranmer, the new Archbishop of Canterbury, who judged him to
be burnt: However, in those months when he was defending his views of the Lord's
Supper before Cranmer, God was sowing seed in the Archbishop's heart, and nearly
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twenty years later, when Cranmer produced his Articles, they contained Frith's teaching,
"that the Body of Christ is given, taken and eaten in the Supper, only after an heavenly
and spiritual manner," and much more. KM.

Two Thousand Years of Christ's Power. Part 1 - rhe Age of the Early Church
Fathers. Dr. N. R. Needham. Evangelical Press. pp. 400, paperback. £9.95. ISBN
o94646 249 6.

This book is designed for intelligent laymen wanting to read early Church History. It is as
good a modern account as you will get this side of the Atlantic, and is clear, readable,
excellently explained and indexed. Dr. Needham is an outstanding teacher. Would that
were all.

The preface states: "I have striven throughout these pages to be objective and impartial,
and not to let my own theology interfere (or not too much anyway) with the way I describe
and assess people." One asks, should we hold beliefs thus? An instance is a footnote on
page 64: "Women ... were equally eligible with men to be chosen as deacons." That, if
you think a moment, depenas on New Testament interpretation.

Should we substitute the word "church" for "believer"? That elevates impurities
brought in to Christianity to equality with the unalloyed original work of the Holy Spirit.
In saying he plans to write sequel volumes, Dr. Needham draws the analogy of "Birth:
Baby> Child> Teenager> Adult"; comparing it to "Birth: Early Church> Middle Ages>
Reformation> Present Day." We say: Birth: Formation> Deformation> Reformation>
Today; meaning born perfect> growing departure of the Spirit> lowest ebb> revival of
true Christianity> parallel growth of truth and error to now.

Church history is fought over and scholars tend to go for safe positions. Thus in listing
the works of Lactantius, a book Spurgeon warmly recommended - Concerning the Deaths
of Persecutors - is missing. Much depends on which sources are relied on. KM..

Practical Religion. J. C. Ryle. Evangelical Press. pp. 320, hardback. £11.95.
ISBN 0 85234 449 X.

The claim on the back cover that this is a lightly edited and updated edition of l. C. Ryle's
original work of 1878 is fair. Nothing of the force and directness of Ryle's style has been
diminished in the updating of various words and expressions, although it is a shame it has
been thought necessary to change all Scripture quotations from the Authorized to the New
King lames Version. The use of bold print and general spacing for the headings in each
chapter has opened up the pages of close print in the original, making it easier for student
or general reader to keep track of the points being developed.

Ryle is true to his title of Practical Religion, being concerned not with a "religion of
works" but with the practical application in daily life of the subjects of his twenty-one
chapters. Whether it be "Self Examination", "Prayer", "Bible Reading", "Freedom",
"Happiness", "Riches and Poverty", "Sickness", "Our Home" or "Eternity", he
approaches the reader with humility, warmth and encouragement, but also with plainness
of speech. He never shies away from uncomfortable subjects such as hell. This applies
throughout the book, making it urgently necessary reading for the newest Christian or the
seasoned one who needs reminders against complacency. "He is your best friend who tells
you the most truth" (page 12). G.F.H.H.
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The King's Daughters. B. A. Ramsbottom. Gospel Standard Trust Publications.
pp. 330, hardback. £7.95. ISBN 1 89783 724 O.

This is an unusual book with strong Gospel Standard background. It consists of sixteen
biographies or autobiographies of godly women from a wide range of backgrounds.
Their stories, all very varied, all consist in a true and living experience of the reality of
the way of salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His precious blood, and of
the reality of the spiritual warfare which always accompanies this salvation. There is a
strong description of inward personal experience in everyone of these stories, and from
this there is much to be learned to the benefit and reassurance of others walking the
Pilgrim pathway.

This whole book is a vivid illustration of the variety, and yet the similarity, of the
differing ways by which all true Christians tread the heavenward path, to its end in heaven
itself. Some of the details are so private that it is unusual to find them so clearly expressed.
There is much here to commend, and I trust that many readers will be helped in their own
spiritual battles to realise that they are far from alone. D.J.B.

Unspoken Lessons About the Unseen God - Esther Simply Explained.
Welwyn Commentary Series. Derek Prime. Evangelical Press. pp. 126. £6.95. ISBN
085234471 6.

At last we have a readable pew-level Reformed commentary which does not turn the book
of Esther into an allegory! Of course, there are pictures of Christ in this book which the
author explains, but he never loses sight of God's sovereignty and providence in Esther's
life. Though God's name is not mentioned in Esther, nevertheless, we see God's hand at
work. We learn that even the worst things will work out for our good. This Welwyn
Commentary, using the NIV, really is Esther simply explained.

The author's comments on the Lord's Day are timely: "Rather than a day for the
supermarket like any other, it is to be seen as the 'supermarket' day for our souls, when
we obtain our spiritual supplies for the week ahead.... It gives us a complete break and
a day to think about the One who counts most in our lives, and to regain a right perspective
on the cares of life. It is the best antidote to worldliness."

After serving several churches in Britain for thirty years, Derek Prime has devoted
himself since 1987 to an itinerate ministry and writing. This book is his first contribution
to the Welwyn Commentary series. S.K.E.

Glorious Freedom. Richard Sibbes. Puritan Paperbacks Series. The Banner of
Truth Trust. pp. 194. £2.95. ISBN 0 85151 791 9.

This book is a slightly edited reprint of The Excellency of the Gospel Above the Law,
published in 1639, four years after the author's death. Taking 2 Corinthians 3:17-18
as his text, Sibbes contrasts the condition of believers under the Mosaic law with the
freedom they now enjoy since the coming of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
At the conclusion of every chapter, Sibbes applies the text to his readers by his various
"uses" - the usual method of the 17th century Puritan preachers. A useful way to read this
book is to begin with the six-page analysis at the end and 'to often refer to this overview
while reading.



The Gospel Magazine 213

Richard Sibbes (1577-1635) combined preaching in Gray's Inn, London, and
lecturing at St. Catherine's College, Cambridge. Glorious Freedom gives us a taste of his
preaching which drew a large congregation in London and which made such an impact
in Cambridge. S.K.E.

Daily Treasure - 366 daily readings on the Psalms from The Tre(lsury ofDavid.
C. H. Spurgeon. Evangelical Press. pp. 768, hardback. £14.95. ISBN 0 85234 464 3.

What a delight to have Spurgeon's Treasury ofDavid in a daily reading format in updated
English with a readable typeface and based on the New King lames text. The compiler,
lames Reniham (Dean of Baptist studies at Westminster Theological Seminary,
California) has added a suggested further Bible reading and a meditation for each day.
\fichael Haykin (Church History lecturer at Heritage Baptist College, Ontario) has written
a twenty-page summary of Spurgeon's life and heritage.

Shorter Psalms usually cover two days; Psalm 119, the longest Psalm, is spread over
twenty-two days, a day for each stanza. I do pray that this volume will introduce the riches
of Spurgeon to younger believers. This book is treasure indeed! S.K.E.

Autumn Gold - Enjoying Old Age. ClifTord Pond. Grace Publications Trust.
pp. 160, paperback. £6.95. ISBN 0 94646 260 7.

This book, comprising 33 very short chapters each addressing some aspect of old age,
aims to add to the very few Christian books written on the subject, and is a blend of
personal comment, advice and counsel from other sources and Scripture references,
although the latter do not always seem totally relevant to the point being made. The NIV
version of the Bible is used.

This 61-year-old found the book, whose author is 74, troubling to review, possibly
because it deals with uncomfortable subjects, and possibly because it brought home a few
unwelcome truths! The book aims to otfer a Christian (or non-Christian) a short course in
preparing for old age. The brevity of the chapters irritated me sometimes, but enough is
said on each short topic to cause the honest reader much food for thought and further
matters to ponder or explore. There are many practical, everyday issues covered here
which most of us are not very eager to face, but which nevertheless need sober
consideration. Christians expecting a restful freedom from spiritual conflicts in old age are
likely to be in for a shock. Satan achieves much through the elderly.

This is not a book which I would have rushed to buy for myself, but I am glad to have
read it and to have been profitably disturbed and challenged. R.S.

God and Cosmos -A Christian View ofTime, Space and the Universe. John Byl.
The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. xii + 243, paperback. £6.50. ISBN 0 851518001.

The author is a Christian mathematician and astronomer who has no hesitation in taking
as his finishing-point the reliability of God's Word, and particularly a literal reading of
Genesis 1-11. He demonstrates that believers and atheists work from differing mind­
sets and on this basis argues that it is dangerous for the former to adopt secular
cosmological theories as an origin of the universe. A helpful survey of the history of
cosmology is provided with some surprises: Galileo, like some later scientists, presented
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his unproven theory as unassailable fact and thus brought on himself his treatment by the
Roman authorities.

The various modem cosmologies are described in detail, including steady state and
"many little bangs", as well as the Big Bang, together with various biblical/creationist
alternatives that have been proposed. Whilst some of these fit the facts as well, if not better,
than those proposed by secular science, the author is inclined to doubt their ultimate value.
"A better defence of the faith against secular science is, not a derhonstration of how well
the Bible fits in with human theories and standards, but rather an exposure of the
limitations of scientific theorizing, particularly with regard to origins." Thus "operation
science" is seen as more valuable than "origin science". Such a view is supported by
Scripture, notably Job 39-41, which "stresses man's ignorance regarding origins and
deeper questions of nature", whereas Genesis 1:28 "implies that man's ultimate task in
science is not to speculate on a hidden reality but to provide useful results."

God and Cosmos is written in a readable, lively style with pithy observations such as:
"Big-bang cosmology is the creation myth of naturalism." It is objective and temperate in
its critique of secular science. The general reader should have no difficulty following the
main argument and there is a useful summary of the various conclusions reached. The
book would, however, have benefited from a brief appendix providing a handy definition
of some of the scientific laws and concepts referred to in its pages.

Tell it to the Generation Following. Compiled by J. E. Pack. Gospel Standard
Trust Publications. pp. 176, hardback. £3.50. ISBN 1 89783 720 8.

Most Christians greatly enjoy reading accounts of the Lord's dealings with His people;
many read with profit the Obituary section of whichever Christian periodical they
subscribe to.

It is, therefore, a commendable service to lovers of the truth by Mr. James E. Pack,
current editor of Zion s Witness, to reprint in book form the testimonies of five members
of his family which have been published in recent years under his editorship.

Mr. Joseph Pack, great-grandfather of the compiler, wrote an account of his experiences
and later destroyed it, but his testimony has been reconstructed by his son, Seth, author of
the second account. Mr. Seth Pack founded the cause at Providence in Irthlingborough in
1898 for which the chapel was built in 1903.

Other accounts are by Seth's wife, Mary Ann, their youngest son, James Oliver, and one
by his brother, John, concerning John's daughter Betty, who died at the age of 19.

One drawback of such godly testimonies is that they can give the impression that only
those who go through great trials and doubts can really be born again. There certainly are
many trials and doubts in these accounts, but always an acknowledgement that the Lord
has brought His people through them.

Mr. Pack has chosen words from Psalm 48:13 for the title of this excellent book;
perhaps he could have included an explanation in his preface. The book is most attractive
produced, with photographs of all the subjects and one of Seth's large family. There are
colour photographs of Providence Chapel, the Old Cemetery, Irthlingborough, with the
graves of at least two generations of the Pack family, and of Sharnbrook Chapel, where
Mr. Joseph Pack was a deacon for many years.

This is·a book to be recommended to discerning readers of the Gospel Magazine.
R.G.S.
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The Victory ofthe Lamb. Frederick S. Leahy. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. xi +
126, paperback. £4.50. ISBN 0 85151 796 X.

The sub-title, Christ's Triumph over Sin, Death and Satan, expresses the central theme of
Ihis new book: Christ was "a victor, not a victim". The author aims to show that Christ's
\'ictory has a direct bearing on the destiny of mankind and the future of the earth, and he
urges on his readers the need for a careful study in this life of the refrain, "Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
and glory, and blessing" (Revelation 5:12). All but a few quotations are from the New
King James Version of the Bible.

Each chapter traces clearly stage by stage the outworking of God's grace and purpose in
rhe protracted struggle with Satan from the Fall and the "mother-promise" (Genesis 3:15)
10 rhe Crucifixion - "the death that overcame death" (page 70). For all his cunning and
malevolence, Satan is not wise and appears not to realise that Christ's victory is inevitable.

If anyone part of this book were to be valued above another, chapters 2, 3 and 4 would
surely rank highly. In these the account in Genesis 3 is presented as an historical record
"f events and not as allegory or myth, and the focus of Satan's attack is seen to be on the
Word of God: "Hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?" (Genesis 3: 1).
Both these points and the later apostasy and idolatry recorded in the Old Testament apply
~Irongly to circumstances today. The conflict is not over; Satan is on a chain; his full
punishment is still in the future.

There is much to be cammended in this book: the eleven chapters are short and have
helpful divisions for study, but are packed with careful argument supported by biblical
authority. G.F.H.H.

Salvation Exposed. Peter JetTery. Evangelical Press. pp. 126, paperback. £29.50 (for
pack of ten). ISBN 0 85234 467 8.

This short book contains convincing explanations of God's offer of salvation to sinners. It
consists of fifteen easy-to-read chapters, each one covering some aspect of "the Way"; i.e.
A Unique Way; A Planned Way; A Personal Way, etc. Peter Jeffery held my attention all
the way through as a workman who, in an imaginative way, skilfully handles the Word of
God as the following extracts will show.

"A Happy Way: Happiness is a very flimsy thing. For most folk it depends upon
circumstances. If a man wins the lottery happiness is guaranteed, but if he loses his job or
his health declines then happiness will not be possible. By this standard, happiness is a
!leeting allusion, always dancing in and out of our lives and never constant or permanent.
In contrast, the Bible tells us that God's way is a truly happy one. This happiness is not an
cnd in itself; it is a by-product of something more basic and more important. The first
Psalm tells us more clearly what makes a man happy. The psalmist says that happiness
depends upon our relationship to God."

"A Welcoming Way: We have seen many things about God's way of salvation but, to
end with, it is important that we see it as a welcoming way. It is not hidden, not obscure,
but open and welcoming."

The front cover of this book says: "Attention read with care. The contents of this book
may se~iously transform your life." Quotations are mainly from the New International
Version. T.M.B.



216 The Gospel Magazine

John. Volume 1, chapters 1-12. Gordon J. Keddie. Evangelical Press. pp. 512,
hardback. £16.95. ISBN 0 85234 454 6.

This is one of a series of study commentaries, and appears free from misprints, wrong
references or misquotes. The Bible version most used throughout is the New King James,
and the book comes in a handy size (14 x 22cm pages), with good clear print. The 30 short
chapters normally begin with an overall comment on the section to· follow before covering
points in more detail. There is a detailed bibliography of quotations and, key words
or expressions are given in the Greek. Scripture passages for study are printed in full.
It is a fairly heavy book and I query whether the binding is strong enough to cope with
frequent use.

This is not intended to be a detailed and academic commentary, but studies are of a
depth sufficient to exercise the mind and heart of those using it for private study or
preparation of sermons or talks. The author loves the Gospel of John, and, more
importantly, the Saviour it portrays, and, as he majors on the significance of the teaching
for the people of that day, he has no hesitation in applying it to his readers' hearts
to challenge them as to whether they have saving faith in our Lord or not, and follow
His teaching.

The publishers claim this series is both readable and user-friendly and in my opinion
this new, instructive and challenging commentary justifies their claims. R.S.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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