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Faith and Salvation. Thomas Halyburton. The James Begg Society. pp. 417. £12.99
including postage. ISBN 0 9539241 1 4.

Those already familiar with Halyburton through the first volume of his Works, Faith and
Justification, will be glad to obtain this next volume. Originally entitled The Great Concern of:
Salvation, it is a series of three sennons on that subject, which cover the chronology of salvation
from conviction to convincing and cure, and then on to the duties of a Christian with regard to
personal and family religion. There is an introductory sennon on the calling of a minister to a
congregation, which at first glance may appear out of place. However, since the purpose of the
ministry is the preaching of the Gospel, it should follow that those who call ministers desire to hear
the Gospel preached. Halyburton deals with the duties of both minister and hearers, in an
uncompromising and helpful way. It is vital reading for today. E..J.M.

Justification Vindicated. Robert Traill. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 77, paperback.
£3.75. ISBN 0 85151 8184.

We have reached a situation today in which most who call themselves evangelicals no longer
understand the biblical doctrine of justification by faith alone. And because free justification by faith
alone is the Gospel, this lack of understanding means that most who claim to be evangelicals no
longer preach the true Gospel.

This book, entitled Justification Vindicated, will help to correct this situation. Never must man's
own righteousness be put in the place of, or alongside the righteousness of Christ imputed to us by
God for our justification.

Robert Traill, a Scottish Presbyterian pastor and theologian, wrote this masterly defence of the
doctrine of justification by faith alone in 1692. But what he wrote so long ago is never out of date
and must always be avidly studied by every member of the Church of God if he and the Church are'
not to fall in this century.

As Traill says: "There can be no justification without a righteousness: no righteousness can
suffice but that which answers fully and perfectly the holy law of God; no such righteousness can
be perfonned but by a divine person; no benefit can accrue to a sinner by it unless it is in some way
his and applied to him; no application can be made of this but by faith in Jesus Christ" (page 67).

This is a very important little book of only 77 pages. Every Christian needs to read and study it,
digest its biblical message and spread this message far and wide. B.G.F.

Why I am a Christian. Kent Philpott. Evangelical Press. pp. 127. £0.00. ISBN 0 85234
0000.

This book has a page opening title to all Christians interested in witness. Kent Philpott, an American
pastor since 1966, attempts to answer some difficult questions as he explains his personal belief. The
issues raised include those that confront evangelicals in their daily face-to-face encounters.

The difficulty is assessing where this book will be sold; it may be suitable for individuals and
discussion groups new to Christian debate. We learn that Kent Philpott has a ministry which
includes the San Quentin prison and endeavours to be an explanation of his road to Christ, tackling
contentious issues along the way. However, not all of the chapters are clear in their conclusions. In
general it will appeal to those seeking a basic understanding of Christian doctrine and includes a
simple explanation of sanctification and salvation. It tries to cover the How and Why we become
Christians for those seeking answers.

The author regularly returns to the themes of the power, the grace and the everlasting love of God.
It is a short book (127 pp) and easy to read, utilising the Bible to support the author's text (the NIV
is used throughout). After a lengthy opening chapter which shares the book's title, the remaining
chapters comment on contemporary and classic questions with some personal history used to
expand on the author's views.
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There is a helpful explanation of Hell (chapter 8) and I liked the following in that chapter:
"Preachers of the whole counsel of God.... However unpleasant it is ... the truth must be
made clear."

I particularly enjoyed chapter 10 - "The Real Reason" - God chose me; and chapter 14 -"I don't
care anymore" - God never gives up on me.

It is an easy book to read and I feel it could be recommended to new Christians seeking a greater
understanding of the Christian faith. M.C.

The Mortification ofSin. John Owen. Christian Heritage Publishing. pp. 182. £NP. ISBN
1 85792 107 O.

This is a slight abridgement of the treatise of the same title, taken from Volume 6 of Owen's
Collected Works. The treatise has been laid out a little more clearly than in the Banner edition, and
has been divided into fourteen untitled chapters. Dr. J. I.Packer has written an Introduction, and he
is well-qualified to do so as a student of the Puritans, and of Owen in particular. There appears to
be a font problem with the italic face used in the text, whereby there is no word spacing.

The subject dealt with ought to be of pressing concern to every believer, and Owen shows from
his text, Romans 8:13, that life in the Spirit is conditional upon the mortification of sin. Far from
encouraging the "moral reformation" that seems to be the aim of some modern preaching, he
demonstrates the impossibility of our doing this, for it is "through the Spirit" that this occurs. As
ever, Owen is thorough in his treatment, and all will benefit from reading this work. EJ.M.

Opening up Ephesians. Peter JetTery. Evangelical Press. pp. 127. £0.00. ISBN 0 85234 000 O.

Who could not endorse a book that sets out to "Open up Ephesians"? This is not a line-by-Iine
commentary but a very worthwhile companion as we seek to gain a greater understanding of this
epistle. It is expected to be part of a series of "Opening up" books which will cover the New
Testament and is aimed at young people. It will assist young Bible groups and is set out in a very
clear manner which will provoke questions and discussion.

The introduction to the series makes reference to that very appropriate passage for St. Luke 24,
the walk to Emmaus (the sermon preached at my wedding so I am afraid this cannot be an unbiased
review!).

The style of Peter Jeffery is logical and coherent throughout. There is a good, concise summary
of the Epistle, an introduction which will assist in how to get the most out of the book, including an
instruction to read the epistle completely first and then chapter by chapter analysis of the epistle.
Each section is presented with suggested "questions to think about" and thoughtful ideas for
developing the reader's understanding. There is also a helpful summary of additional reading at the
end of the book.

It is a challenging book which will require time and commitment to fully appreciate. I would
recommend it to young Christians either as individuals or in groups. The NIV is used throughout.

M.C.




