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ransom for many. This was an act of incredible love, which we can only wonder
at. When we are crucified with Christ certain fruits come from our submission.

We become followers of Jesus Christ. The Lord’s own words in Matthew 10:38
clearly teach that this is the only way we truly walk with Him.

We will have close communion with Christ — “that I may know Him and the
power of His resurrection”. The Lord could not have come back from the dead if
he had not submitted to death, and defeated it. Through Him we too, by putting
off the old life and dressing in the new, will be disciples.

Freedom from the law of works, which says “Do this and live”, comes only by
dving to this world. Our salvation is certain because of the cross, and our
Christian freedom is sure as we are daily crucified with Him.

Justification follows, which means God declares us “not guilty” because our
Lord has suffered for us.

Pray to be kept from looking for honour among people, but rather that we
should honour God. In taking up the cross we put Christ first and ourselves bond
servants of Jesus Christ. He must increase and we must decrease.

We will walk closer to Christ when we walk farther away from the world.

“To the Jew First”

THOMAS W. ATWOOD (General Secretary, Hebrew Scriptures, USA)

IN this letter I would like to share with you the testimony of a Jewish doctor who
found the Messiah through reading and studying the Old and New Testaments.
(Luke 24:44). His name was Abraham Capadose. His conversion affirms, by
another wonderful testimony, the fruitfulness the New Testament and Isaiah 53
especially have in reaching the Jewish heart and life. In the following paragraphs
Dr. Capadose shares how he came to know and love the Lord Jesus Christ:

“From the age of nine I felt a need for prayer and, upon my request, obtained
from my parents a prayer-book, but a real spiritual understanding was lacking in
my soul. That little prayer-book ended with the words: ‘Lord, I am waiting for
Thy Salvation,” and in later years He granted me that prayer of my childhood.

“In the synagogue nothing touched my heart and I stopped attending services.
Neither did my close Jewish friend Isaak da Costa and I feel at home in modern
Judaism. One day when visiting him he read to me a letter from a professor which
ended with the words: “Be a Christian, my friend; then my life will be complete.”
These words aroused my anger. But from that day I began to study the Word of
God. This friend joined me in this, and from then on our conversation was almost
exclusively confined to some portion of the Holy Scriptures.
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“When reading the New Testament I was particularly astonished to see the
importance Matthew attached to the Old Testament and how he demonstrated the
fulfilment of prophecy. I shall never forget the happy times he and I spent during
these blessed hours.

“It was Isaiah 53 that made the greatest impression upon me. One night as I was
reading in the Prophet Isaiah, upon arriving at the fifty-third chapter, I was so
much struck with what I read, and clearly perceived in it, line for line, what I had
read in the Gospel accounts about the sufferings of Christ, that I really thought I
had got another Bible instead of my own. I could not persuade myself that this
fifty-third chapter was to be found in the Old Testament.

“I had often read that chapter, but this time I read it in the light of God’s Spirit.
Living rays of Divine light from the Spirit of God Himself entered my being and
~the dawn of a glorious day arose in my soul. After so reading this chapter I had
no doubts. How was it possible for an Israelite to doubt that Christ was the
promised Messiah? From that moment I recognized in Christ the promised
Messiah, and now our meditations on the Word of God assumed quite a new
character.

“The light shed more and more upon us, and gave unspeakable comfort. Happy
days, blessed by the consciousness of the Master’s Presence! I can seldom peruse
the account of the two disciples going to Emmaus, without recalling those days
on which my friend and I used to meet and walk together. Like the disciples we
could say: “Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way,
and while He opened to us the Scriptures?” (Luke 24:32).

“One day my attention was caught by the words in Isaiah 7:14, “Behold, a
virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel.”
Leaving the library, I met a learned Rabbi who was pointing to that same passage.
He said: “It is a pity that we cannot get the Christians away from it.” I saw the
hand of God in this and felt deeply stirred. “And why,” I asked, “should we not
admit the truth?” AII this convinced me that the truth is to be found in the New
Testament. I came to realize in a deeper way the Love of Jesus seeking us.

“I saw that love had led the Saviour to seek me; I began also to feel my sins, or
rather, let me say, my total misery because of my sin. But this was absorbed in a
sense and knowledge of the Divine Love. I had experienced the Love of Christ; I
had found my life in Christ; He became the central point of all my affections and
of all my thoughts, the only Object capable of filling the immense void in my
heart. I found the Truth Himself.”

Our afflictions are like weights, and have a tendency to bow us to the dust, but
there is a way of arranging weights by means of wheels and pulleys, so that they
will even lift us up. Grace, by its matchless art, has often turned the heaviest of
our trials into occasions of joy. (C. H. Spurgeon)
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) 23rd July 2002
To: The Clerk of the Select Commiittee on Religious Offences
Committee Office, House of Lords, London SW1A OPW

Dear Mr. Mackley,

The Blasphemy Laws are at present framed to protect the Name of God Almighty. The only
reason the Lord Jesus Christ is covered is that His claim to Deity was accepted by the
Christian Church, and therefore by the people of this land. The basis is that God is perfect
and beyond criticism.

The proposed changes would include other religions, and thus the Prophet Mohammed,
who laid no claim to deity. Men are not beyond criticism. Thus a man, and with him other
men, are to be included with God, making any proposed new law a dangerous muzzle on
necessary and politely conducted discussion. It is also a contradiction in terms.

As Muslims believe their whole religion to be an expression of Allah, it will be used by them
to stifle any reasonable criticism of their religion, especially of the Shariah law, by which
women are given a very subservient place, hands and feet are cut off thieves, all life is
regulated, and religious war to conquer the world for Islam is made a sacred duty,amongst
other unacceptable matters.To a Muslim that is Divine Law and so beyond human criticism.

It also opens the way for any Christian who affirms the Gospels, that Jesus is the Son of God,
to be said to have blasphemed against the Qur'an of the Prophet of Islam, which specifically
denies this. This is the offence of kuft, loosely translated "blasphemy” Muslims are militant,
and of the 50 lands which do not grant religious freedom, it is noteworthy that 42 are
Muslim countries. This proposed law can and will be used to persecute Christians of
all nationalities.

Proof of these assertions would require a knowledge by the Select Committee members of
the Hebrew Old Testament and of the New Testament in Greek, as well as the vast literature
and history of Christianity. It would also need a detailed knowledge of Arabic, the Qu'ran, the
Traditions, Muslim Jurisprudence and the huge body of Muslim legal interpretations and
judgments, together with Muslim history. Also of the growing number of Christians under
Muslim rule.

The best is the enclosed booklet, Test Everything, Hold on to the Good, by a well respected
Christian, Iskander Jadeed, from the Lebanon, who was a major in the Arab Legion and a
trustworthy witness. | myself lived in Muslim lands for over 15 years, and was also Vicar of
two inner-city parishes, in Birmingham and Wolverhampton, the first having a very high ratio
of Muslims.

I would ask for my submission to be made available to the Hon. Members of the Select
Committee.

Yours respectfully,

Edward Malcolm

[A reply was received from Mr.|.W. Mackley, acknowledging receipt of the above letter]

(INCLUDED BY DESIRE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE)




210 The Gospel Magazine

The Woman of Canaan who
Talked with Jesus

Jrom “Walks and Talks with Jesus”
D. A. DOUDNEY (former Editor of the Gospel Magazine)

“And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts,
and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David;
my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her not a word”
(Matthew 15:22, 23)

VERY strange for Jesus, who says: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Such a contradiction! Enough to dishearten any poor sinner! Ah, stay a
moment, reader. Be not too hasty in coming to a conclusion. There is something
behind all this, depend upon it. Jesus is not dumb without a purpose, be assured.
His very silence is significant.

But His disciples do not understand His movements, it is clear, for they
“besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us”.

She was in earnest, you see. Oh, reader, it is a good thing to be in earnest.
Eamestness, determination, fixedness of purpose in a good cause, is of vast
moment. That was a great — aye, and a good — saying of the patriarch, “I will not
let thee go, except thou bless me”: it led to the wondrous fact that “He blessed him
there”! (Genesis 32:29).

“But he answered and said, 1 am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.”

Jesus speaks at last; but even then it does not seem that His disciples
understood Him; but, nevertheless, there was one who seized the opportunity —
who took advantage of the moment — to press her suit. And why this? Why was
she more urgent at this juncture than even the disciples of Jesus? Oh, it was
because she was in want! Trouble pressed hard upon her. This was the secret of
her mission, and this the ground of her so ardent appeal!

Reader, it is well to have an errand to Jesus, even though it be in the face of
some heavy trial or calamity — a something which we cannot manage, and,
therefore, are compelled to go to Him!

“Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.”

Was this worship? Yes, real worship — the very quintessence of worship! Three
short, but mighty, words: “LORD, HELP ME!”

Peter’s “LORD, SAVE ME!” and this poor woman’s “LORD, HELP ME!” and the
publican’s “GOD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME, A SINNER!” and the dying thief’s “LORD,
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REMEMBER ME WHEN THOU COMEST INTO THY KINGDOM!” were some of the
shortest, but the best, prayers ever uttered! They took Heaven by storm! They
brought Omnipotence to the aid of the suppliants! They fixed Almighty Jesus to
His word, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out!” (John 6:37). Each
of these cries was such that the Lord was obliged, for His name’s sake and for His
oath’s sake, to hear and heed! He couldn’t say, Nay! It would have been unlike
Him! He could not deny Himself!

“But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to
cast it to dogs.”

Oh, dear! did Jesus speak thus, and that, too, to a poor broken-hearted woman?
Was this like Him? Was this sympathy — this the tenderness of the High Priest that
can be “touched with the feeling of our infirmities” — this the mode of dealing of
Him, who “healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up their wounds™?

Reader, wait awhile! See if there be not something in the rear! Is it not a paving
the way for what is to come after? Does not this strange language imply some
strange act?

A dog! a poor woman a dog! The “despised Jesus” despising a Gentle dog!
Strange, very strange! Stay a minute, reader. Don’t be too fast!

“And she said, Truth, Lord.”

Ah, reader, that’s the way! — that’s the true secret of approach to the throne of
grace! Admit the fact — acknowledge the sins — confess the guilt — declare the -
justice of the sentence; and, in the face of all, plead for mercy!

“Truth, Lord! truth! yet!” (oh, that blessed yet!) It is a sheet anchor to the soul!
It’s the tear of godly sorrow! It’s the plaintiveness of appeal! It’s the grasping the
feet of the Judge! It’s the sigh of anguish! It’s the plea that won’t take “no” for an-
answer.

“Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters'
table.”

Ah, reader, was not this, in very deed, talking with Jesus? Aye, and to what
good purpose, too!

“Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto
thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.”

Reader, be it thine to “go and do likewise” whatever thy grief; however intense
thine anguish; critical and complicated as may be thy case. Be it thine, by the
blessed Spirit’s own power and prompting, to beseech and entreat and importune
the self-same Almighty One for help and deliverance!

Abide by that holy resolve, “I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me”
(Genesis 32:26).

Wrestlers at the footstool of mercy are sure to be winners!

Who can conceive of what must have been the joy of that poor woman, “when
(as we read in Mark 7:30), she was come to her house, she found the devil gone
out, and her daughter laid upon the bed”? What a contrast! Instead of the riot, the
tumult, the defeat of every effort to subdue, to calm, to reconcile, which had so
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long marked the state of things in that hapless household, there is peace, quiet, as
it were a supernatural respose!

Instead of being the subject of terror and dismay, as she drew near home, lifting
tremblingly the latch, and stepping with bated breath over the threshold, fearing
lest her very appearance should give occasion to a fresh outburst of the Satanic
influence under which her daughter had so long been held; borne up and cheered
and comforted by her walk and talk with Jesus, she calmly and expectantly returns
to her home, there to behold the wonders He had wrought!

“Behold the throne of grace.
The promise calls me near;
There Jesus shows a smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer.

Beyond thine utmost wants,
His love and power can bless:
To those who seek His face He grants
More than they can express.”
John Newton

Book Reviews

Editor’s Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to
warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel
Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English.
That we name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

The Guide — The Bible Book by Book. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 432,
paperback. £8.00. ISBN 0 85243 486 4.

This book surveys the whole Bible in 52 short chapters and each followed by questions for
discussion that serve well. The 52 studies would serve as a helpful upgrade to home Bible studies
that tend to be too subjective. It is good to have such a simple book that is nevertheless doctrinally
conservative and reformed. The book is also useful for private study and is linked to a website for
those wanting to ask further questions and read answers to other people’s questions too.

Chapters are divided into introduction, purpose, structure, overview, major themes and “discuss
it”. Most chapters on Old Testament books include an “Anticipation of Christ” section too. With 230
Old Testament pages and 175 New. The more dense New Testament teaching is emphasised relative
to its length but not unduly.

If you already read Bible commentaries perhaps this book is not aimed at you but all will
appreciate Ellworth’s terse style as on Deuteronomy: “Obeying God is not always easy, but its yoke
is light compared to that of sin and judgement.” On Romans we have: “Justification is the opposite
of condemnation,” and comparing trials and temptations in James — “God sends trials to bring out
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the best in us; Satan sends temptations to bring out the worst in us.” He is able to sum up tricky
points in concise ways, so on Paul and James, faith and works, Paul “insisted that genuine faith leads
to good works”. Hebrews warnings “do not teach that a true child of God can lose his salvation.
They warn rather of the danger of professing faith without possessing it.”

The NKIJV is used, but not quoted too often, rather references are given. The simple style is not
trite and does not concede to pop culture, graphics and anecdotes. Do not throw away your heavier
tomes, this book may yet inspire you to consult them. PJR.

The Free Offer of the Gospel. John Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 30, booklet.
£1.25.

The term “offer” in relation to the Gospel is misleading and unscriptural and has caused much
controversy in the past. This nicely-produced reprint is part of the late worthy US professor’s
atternpt to prove there are differences between the Lord’s decretive will and His revealed will. We
are not convinced and cannot recommend it.

The divine command is that the Gospel is to be preached to every creature and the grand word
“whosoever” in John 3:16 is there while the earth remains and is a comfortable truth to the anxious
soul and reassuring to the people of God. The gracious invitations of Isaiah 55:1 and John 6:37 and
many others are full of comfort to believing souls as applied by the Holy Spirit but there is no profit
in seeking to be “wise above that which is written”. It may be ingenious but is no food for the soul.
While delving into mysteries may be of interest to professors and students it is of little help to the
people of God and comes near to the solemn rebuke of Revelation 22:18.

God’s ways are higher than our ways and are past finding out. He has a family who must and will
be saved. He calls them His sheep and says they will never perish. He told religious leaders, “Ye
believe not because ye are not of my sheep” (John 10:26) and “No man can come unto me except
the Father which hath sent me draw him” (John 6:44). There are and ever will be mysteries in Holy ’
Scripture so that “no flesh can glory in his presence”.

It is a comfort to believing souls that the Lord cannot change. The words come to mind: “Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8). The same truth is conveyed in
the Old Testament: “I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed”
(Malachi 3:6). Let us ever thankful be. D.C.R.

Puritans and Spiritual Life. Papers read at the 2001 Westminster Conference. pp. 118,
paperback. £4.95 including p&p (add 50p for overseas), obtainable from the Conference
Secretary, John Harris, 8 Back Knowl Road, Mirfield, West Yorkshire, WF14 9SA.

Six papers were read at the 2001 Westminster Conference. In the first, Preaching the Law of God —
Reformers and Puritans, Sinclair Ferguson gives “an overview of the structure and inner logic of
the reformed approach to the law of God”. He first considers what the Reformers saw as the purpose
of the law, citing Luther and Calvin, then he looks at three areas of the Puritan treatment of the law
— their biblical theology, their understanding of its present status, and its use in their preaching and
pastoral ministry. In the second paper entitled John Owen and the Problem of Indwelling Sin, Will
Timmins sees Owen’s work On Indwelling Sin as a “pastoral work of exhortation concerning the
power and the dangers of the remainders of indwelling sin in believers’ lives”. Owen’s teaching is
built upon the foundational distinction between the dominion of sin in the life of the unregenerate,
and the presence and power of sin that remains in the life of the believer, and it leads on to the vital
prescription of mortification. Timmins draws out practical lessons which Owen would teach us — the
need for wisdom, for watchfulness and for warfare. Paul Oliver contributes the third paper, Richard
Sibbes and the Returning Backslider, in which he considers a series of sermons Sibbes preached on
Hosea 14. Oliver detects three forms of backsliding in Sibbes’ writings: Personal, Ecclesiastical and
National. Sibbes defines backsliding as “an aggravation of sin”, and having sought to impress upon
the backslider the gravity of his situation, urges him to repentance. The backslider must “come
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under the wing of Christ to be healed by His blood”, and drawing close to God maintain daily
communion with Him. The fourth paper, Philip Doddridge and Theological Education, is a survey
by Robert Strivens of Doddridge’s life and the Theological Academy which he established and ran
for 21 years in Northampton. Looking at the Life and Discipline of the Students, the Curriculum,
the Theological Studies and the Teaching Method used at the Academy, he assesses Doddridge’s
own work as a tutor, and identifies both positive and negative features of his methods. He concludes
by raising a number of issues for the Church in the 21st century. In the penultimate paper, Richard
Greenham and the Counselling of Troubled Souls, Stanley Jebb looks at the life of Greenham and
his skills as a counsellor of troubled souls. The primary purpose of his counselling was to bring
people to an awareness of their sinfulness, following which he sought to evoke sorrow for sin and
to produce a desire for forgiveness. Jebb highlights the qualities of this humble man, giving
examples of his counsel. The Seraphic Samuel Pearce is the subject of the final paper given by
Robert Oliver. Born in 1766, he became minister of Cannon Street Baptist Church in Birmingham
in 1790, and was involved in establishing “The Particular Baptist Society for Propagating the
Gospel among the Heathen” under whose auspices William Carey went to India. Pearce would have
joined him, but held too important a position at home to be released. In much demand as a preacher
he died at the early age of 33.

Each paper is supported by copious references, demonstrating the depth of study and preparation
of each contributor, though the reference numbers in the first paper fall out of sequence from note
36 onwards, and the whole is attractively produced. A brief note about each of the contributors
would have been useful. JPW.

The Guide — Colossians and Philemon. Michael Bentley. Evangelical Press. pp. 208.
£.6.00. ISBN 0 85234 489 9.

The back cover explains the aim of The Guide, a new series launched by Evangelical Press.
“It gives sound instruction from the Word of God and also has an innovative feature in that it is
linked to its own website . . . where questions may be posted, to be answered by a team of
experienced, dedicated men”.

The author of Colossians and Philemon, Michael Bentley, who has written several Welwyn
Commentaries, highlights the main themes of these two books and gives practical application to the
reader. Colossians is covered in twenty chapters and Philemon in the remaining four. Each chapter
is divided up into four sections: What the Text Teaches (using the NIV), Summarize It, Practical
Tasks and Question Time which often cross-references to other parts of the Bible. Both books are
related to their historical context.

The Guide series is at a simpler level than the Welwyn Commentaries and will especially appeal
to computer-literate young people. Using this book for group Bible Study would prompt profitable
discussion. I gained much stimulation and challenge through reading this book as daily Bible
reading notes. S.K.E.

Works of Thomas Brooks (6 vols). Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 470 per volume (approx.).
£14.95 per volume. ISBN 0 85151 303 4.

C. H. Spurgeon produced a volume entitled Smooth Stones Taken From Ancient Brooks, in which he
gathered together some helpful quotations from the writings of one man, Thomas Brooks. It is a
treasure-house of wisdom and spirituality. The first volume of the collected Works, which has been
supplied for review, contains a Memoir of Brooks, and four treatises. The best-known of these is
“Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices”, which has been available as a “Puritan Paperback”
for some time. Brooks combines eminent practicality and an earnest pastoral concern with a deep
knowledge of the Scriptures and of the trials faced by believers. He is one of the easiest 17th century
writers to read, and is well worth taking up. The fourth volume contains fifty-eight sermons on
Hebrews 12:14! The sixth volume contains several indexes. EJM.

.
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Faith and Salvation. Thomas Halyburton. The James Begg Society. pp. 417. £12.99.
including postage. ISBN 0 9539241 1 4.

Those already familiar with Halyburton through the first volume of his Works, Faith and
Justification, will be glad to obtain this next volume. Originally entitled The Great Concern of
Salvation, it is a series of three sermons on that subject, which cover the chronology of salvation
from conviction to convincing and cure, and then on to the duties of a Christian with regard to
personal and family religion. There is an introductory sermon on the calling of a minister to a
congregation, which at first glance may appear out of place. However, since the purpose of the
ministry is the preaching of the Gospel, it should follow that those who call ministers desire to hear
the Gospel preached. Halyburton deals with the duties of both minister and hearers, in an
uncompromising and helpful way. It is vital reading for today. EJM.

Justification Vindicated. Robert Traill. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 77, paperback.
£3.75. ISBN 0 85151 818 4.

We have reached a situation today in which most who call themselves evangelicals no longer
understand the biblical doctrine of justification by faith alone. And because free justification by faith
alone is the Gospel, this lack of understanding means that most who claim to be evangelicals no
longer preach the true Gospel.

This book, entitled Justification Vindicated, will help to correct this situation. Never must man’s
own righteousness be put in the place of, or alongside the righteousness of Christ imputed to us by
God for our justification.

Robert Traill, a Scottish Presbyterian pastor and theologian, wrote this masterly defence of the
doctrine of justification by faith alone in 1692. But what he wrote so long ago is never out of date
and must always be avidly studied by every member of the Church of God if he and the Church are °
not to fall in this century.

As Traill says: “There can be no justification without a righteousness: no righteousness can
suffice but that which answers fully and perfectly the holy law of God; no such righteousness can
be performed but by a divine person; no benefit can accrue to a sinner by it unless it is in some way
his and applied to him; no application can be made of this but by faith in Jesus Christ” (page 67).

This is a very important little book of only 77 pages. Every Christian needs to read and study it,
digest its biblical message and spread this message far and wide. B.GF.

Why I am a Christian. Kent Philpott. Evangelical Press. pp. 127. £0.00. ISBN 0 85234
000 0.

This book has a page opening title to all Christians interested in witness. Kent Philpott, an American
pastor since 1966, attempts to answer some difficult questions as he explains his personal belief. The
issues raised include those that confront evangelicals in their daily face-to-face encounters.

The difficulty is assessing where this book will be sold; it may be suitable for individuals and
discussion groups new to Christian debate. We learn that Kent Philpott has a ministry which
includes the San Quentin prison and endeavours to be an explanation of his road to Christ, tackling
contentious issues along the way. However, not all of the chapters are clear in their conclusions. In
general it will appeal to those seeking a basic understanding of Christian doctrine and includes a
simple explanation of sanctification and salvation. It tries to cover the How and Why we become
Christians for those seeking answers.

The author regularly returns to the themes of the power, the grace and the everlasting love of God.
It is a short book (127 pp) and easy to read, utilising the Bible to support the author’s text (the NIV
is used throughout). After a lengthy opening chapter which shares the book’s title, the remaining
chapters comment on contemporary and classic questions with some personal history used to
expand on the author’s views.
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There is a helpful explanation of Hell (chapter 8) and I liked the following in that chapter:
“Preachers of the whole counsel of God. . . . However unpleasant it is . . . the truth must be
made clear.”

I particularly enjoyed chapter 10 — “The Real Reason” — God chose me; and chapter 14 — “I don’t
care anymore” — God never gives up on me.

It is an easy book to read and I feel it could be recommended to new Christians seeking a greater
understanding of the Christian faith. M.C.

The Mortification of Sin. John Owen. Christian Heritage Publishing. pp. 182. £NP. ISBN
185792 107 0.

This is a slight abridgement of the treatise of the same title, taken from Volume 6 of Owen’s
Collected Works. The treatise has been laid out a little more clearly than in the Banner edition, and
has been divided into fourteen untitled chapters. Dr. J. I.Packer has written an Introduction, and he
is well-qualified to do so as a student of the Puritans, and of Owen in particular. There appears to
be a font problem with the italic face used in the text, whereby there is no word spacing.

The subject dealt with ought to be of pressing concern to every believer, and Owen shows from
his text, Romans 8:13, that life in the Spirit is conditional upon the mortification of sin. Far from
encouraging the “moral reformation” that seems to be the aim of some modemn preaching, he
demonstrates the impossibility of our doing this, for it is “through the Spirit” that this occurs. As
ever, Owen is thorough in his treatment, and all will benefit from reading this work. EJM.

Opening up Ephesians. Peter Jeffery. Evangelical Press. pp. 127. £0.00. ISBN 0 85234 000 0.

Who could not endorse a book that sets out to “Open up Ephesians”? This is not a line-by-line
commentary but a very worthwhile companion as we seek to gain a greater understanding of this
epistle. It is expected to be part of a series of “Opening up” books which will cover the New
Testament and is aimed at young people. It will assist young Bible groups and is set out in a very
clear manner which will provoke questions and discussion.

The introduction to the series makes reference to that very appropriate passage for St. Luke 24,
the walk to Emmaus (the sermon preached at my wedding so I am afraid this cannot be an unbiased
review!).

The style of Peter Jeffery is logical and coherent throughout. There is a good, concise summary
of the Epistle, an introduction which will assist in how to get the most out of the book, including an
instruction to read the epistle completely first and then chapter by chapter analysis of the epistle.
Each section is presented with suggested “questions to think about” and thoughtful ideas for
developing the reader’s understanding. There is also a helpful summary of additional reading at the
end of the book.

It is a challenging book which will require time and commitment to fully appreciate. I would
recommend it to young Christians either as individuals or in groups. The NIV is used throughout.

M.C.
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