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holy God. Both people benefit, to the glory of God. All is as stated in Ephesians
t:6: "To the praise of the glory of His grace."

Christ J e s u s' faithfulne s s pr e s e nt e d

The Scriptures declare that the righteousness of God without the law is manifested;
it is the purpose of the Gospel. What is declared is not human works righteousness
of any kind, but rather it is God's righteousness in the Lord Jesus Christ that is
revealed. The Gospel is the demonstration, in concrete historical fact, of the perfect
satisfaction which Christ rendered to all the demands of the law, and which God
places to the credit of every true believer in Him. Before God's all holy nature, sin
had to be punished and true righteousness established. This has been accomplished
in the faithful obedience of the Lord Christ Jesus and His propitiatory sacrifice.
Thus Christ's faithfulness is proclaimed in verse 22: "Even the righteousness of
Godwhich is by faith of Jesus Christ. " When the Bible declares that justification is
God's gift to the believer, it also shows in few words what this justification is.
Justification is found in and of Christ. It is the demonstration of the faithfulnessl of
Jesus Christ, even unto death, Such perfect rectitude is of God, and from God,
"even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ" (verse 22).The
great news is that this absolute righteousness is "unto all and upon all them that
believe". This is the type of biblical witnessing that upholds the precious and
glorious Person of Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus in His faithfulness and perfect finished
work, tears asunder the idea of works righteousness and the whole sacramental
system that Rome champions. The Lord alone is exalted and gloriously held on
high, and souls are saved to the glory of His grace.

l. Greekplsrrs. There are many contexts where this is necessarily translated faithfulness - Matthew 23:23,
Romans 3:3, Galatians 5:22, Titus 2;10, etc. There are several passages in which faithfulness of the Lord
is mentioned. In each case, the name of Jesus Christ is in the genitive case, indicating that faithfulness is
a character quality which He processes (Galatians 2:16, 3:22: Ephesians 3:22, Philippians 3:9)

- a -

"f Have Found David"
C. CARTER

AN unusual sentiment is expressed in Psalm 89:20, where the Psalmist praises
God for His covenant, for His infinite power, for the care of His people, and for
His favour to the kingdom of David, and bursts forth - "I have found David".

More Scripture is devoted to the story of David than any person in the Bible
other than the Lord Jesus Christ: the second half of 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, part of
1 Kings and 1 Chronicles, and many of the Psalms.

Many are given special names or titles, as Abraham, "The friend of God";
Jacob, "A prince with God"; Moses, "The man of God"; Aaron, "The saint of
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God"; Daniel is called by the angel, "A man greatly beloved"; Esau was called "a
profane person"; Judas, "the son of perdition". David was spoken of by the Lord
as " a man after mine own heart". of David's greater son, the Lord Jesus christ,
the Lord God alone could say, "This is my beloved Son, hear ye him".

Choice of David as king
It is interesting how God introduces David. He told Samuel to fill an anointing
horn with oil, go to the house of Jesse in Bethlehem and say, "I have provided me
a king among your sons".

It must have surprised Jesse to be told to parade his sons one by one. The eldest,
Eliab, was tall and of fine physique, and Samuel thought, "surely this is the
Lord's anointed", yet God was to say, "Look not on his face . . . man looketh on
the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart" (1 samuel 16:7).

what does the Bible mean by the heart? The hidden man, or real person within.
The Lord fitted David both physically and spiritually. The anointing "was the
outward and visible sign". The real anointing was when "the spirit of the lnrd
came upon David". No one can live or work for God except with the help of the
Holy Spirit.

As a shepherd boy
David, as a shepherd boy, had long periods of leisure, watching his father's sheep.
Times of leisure are often times of temptation; but David didn't waste his time.
He practised slinging stones and became skilful. He practised music, becoming
a cunning player on a harp. David little knew how valuable slinging stones
and practising music would prove later. Everything useful we learn makes us the
more valuable.

The half-mad king sent for David to play the harp. Here we see David in his
first job. A first job often reveals character. If a lad or girl is lazy, careless, idle,
disobliging, interested only in the "pay packet", it is soon seen. If a lad or girl is
true, clean, honest, with a willing mind, he or she will get on.

The king liked David straight away, and made him his armour-bearer, which
was a great honour and indicates how the Lord honours those who honour Him.

Five characteristics of David
David delighted in God, on his harp, praised his God, who "put a new song in

his mouth" (Psalm 40:3).
David acknowledged his sinfulness, "brought me up out of the horrible pit, out

of the miry clay". "Against thee, thee only, have I sinned', (psalm 5l:4).
David ventured for God, in facing, unarmed, the great philistine giant of Gath,

with a sling and five smooth stones.
David inclined his ear to God's Word.
David delighted in mercy, especially in the sparing of saul, who several times

sought David's life. It is when these five characteristics are evident that we see the
man "after God's own heart".
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Book Reviews
No Mountain too High - Gladys Aylward. Myma Grant. Christian Focus Publications.
pp. 157, paperback. f3.99. ISBN 1857 925 5947.
This is the story of Gladys Aylward delightfully told for young teens. It has two major strengths to
commend it. First, the story is very well told indeed, exciting and factual, both possessing and
conveying the high adventure ofa truly remarkable life. It has all the cannot-put-down quality one
could wish for in such a story. Absolutely ideal for the age group but those older would also enjoy
reading it. The 2l chapters are short and would be excellent to read to younger children who still
enjoy a bedtime story The Gospel is interwoven throughout as the life and ministry of Gladys
unfolds. If you have never read this story then this is a fine place to begin.

The second strength of the book is the question and answer - with further discussion - sections
on each chapter at the end of the book. In this way the book could act as part of a daily reading
scheme. There are many lessons that can be drawn from such a life and these are done exceptionally
well. There is nothing patronising, no lessons falsely drawn, no jargon, just lucid, clear and relevant
application. Ideal for a confirmation gift, or simply a superbly good read with excellent lessons for
today. Wholeheartedly commended.

A Call b aniled, Extraordinary Prayen Jonathan Edwards. Christian Heritage. pp. 164,
paperback. €4.99. ISBN 185 792 8601.
First published in 1747, this was written to help sustain the waning revival of the frst Great
Awakening by calling people to united prayer. It later became the fuel for the second and third
Awakening. Although largely driven by Edwards' postmillennial, latter-day glory views, the book
can be read profitably with the general consummation in mind - the principles remain unchanged.
Historically, the book has enjoyed marked success and it is the editor's hope and prayer it will prove
so again in this generation.

Basically Edwards argues that it is unity in prayer that is essential. Such prayer forges the unity
of God's people to convince the world that Christ is who He says He is. God honours this form of
unity and will respond accordingly. Edwards expounds ZechaiahS:20-22 as his text, before moving
on to deal with the motives for united prayer. The latter-day glory figures highly in this. In
conclusion, he deals with various objections to this call to united prayer. The principtes are biblical
and much needed today. As one reads, it becomes plain why so many have found the book a great
blessing. One cannot read Edwards without being greatly stimulated and challenged. The arguments
are profound, urgent and clear.

The value of the work is immense but I have one caveat. The style is 18th century and, in places,
reading requires perseverance. The usefulness of the work would be greatly enhanced if the style
was updated. Nothing would be lost and much gained. Having said this, the Christian public is
strongly encouraged to read the book. If implemented it would be of immeasurable blessing. Both
Scripture and history testify to the soundness of Edwards' principles, as much as it testifies to the
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Moffatt was incorrect in his assessment of both John Owen and his writings. Interest in both
was rekindled in the second half of the century. In 1965 the Banner of Truth commenced the
re-publication of the sixteen volumes of Owen's Works. There followed Owen's monumental
exposition of the Epistle to the Hebrews . Both have been continuously in print since then. There is
a translation of Owen's Latin works under the title Biblical Theology.

Then in 1999, London Theological Seminary set up the John Owen Centre for Theological Study.
The purpose of this was "to promote sound theology among Evangelical Churches of this nation;'.
The contents of this book were delivered at the John owen centre in September 2000.

Six papers were delivered: "John owen: His Life and rimes" - John oliver; "owen as a
Theologian" - Carl Trueman; "Owen and the Doctrine of the Person of Christ"; and the "Doctrine
of the Holy Spirit" - both by sinclair Ferguson; "owen and the challenge of the euakers" -
Michael Haykin; and "Owen's Doctrine of the Church" - Graham Harrison.

The first paper is a general introduction and the turbulent times in which he lived and ministered.
The remaining papers are quite technical, aimed at those who have theological understanding, and
some knowledge of the lTth century. A book, then, to be studied rather thJn just an easy read. The
whole of the book comes across to this reviewer as an exercise in academia.

Owen was primarily a pastor. He had the heart of a pastor. Surely he would be most disheartened
if he were aware that his writings and the fruits of his ministry were being considered in splendid
isolation. Would he not want his readers, and those who study him to read his books, to study them
and then to apply his teachings to the present situation? Alas, the papers in this book fail to do this.

J.E.N.

I'ettersfromthe South Seas. MargaretPaton.TheBannerof TrurhTrust. pp.3}},hardback.
f  1 r .95 .  ISBN 0  85151 829 X.

John G. Paton (1824-1907) went as a missionary to the New Hebrides in 1858. After only a few
months, his wife and baby son died, leaving Paton to labour on amidst hardships and setbacks.
Despite this, many natives turned to the Lord and he justly earned C. H. Spurgeon's description of
him as, "the king ofthe cannibals".

Margaret Whitecross became Paton's second wife in 1864 and has been described as "a woman
of rare gifts and graces". The above title is a reprint of Margaret Paton's original work of 1894,
entitled, Letters and Sketches from the New Hebrides. From 1865 she wrote to various relations and
friends of her experiences on the mission field. The letters are beautifully worded and manifest a
great gift for descriptive writing. Interesting, gripping and moving, we are made to feel that we are
present with her as she described the scene. She is further revealed as a godly and practical woman,
with an incredible (and sometimes uncontrollable) sense of humour. It is a relief io behold a truly
spiritual missionary, who was, at the same time, honest in her writing and a real human being!

Margaret whitecross Paton was a highly cultured christian young woman, who gave up-ho1n"
and country, to go with her beloved husband, to the horrors of a savage land. We challenge any to
read these pages without experiencing a moistened eye! 

B.G.

The Reign of Grace. Abraham Boorh. Evangelical press. pp.256, hardback. flt.95. I5BN
o 85234 527 s.
First published in 1768, The Reign of Grace is a series of sermons preached by Abraham Booth on
the grace of God in the salvation of sinners. They were preached to his fledgting congregation at
SuttolAshfield, Nottinghamshire, who, having espoused the doctrines ofgrace, had separated from
the General Baptist denomination. Such was the popularity of the book that a secbnd edition,
"revised and enlarged", was published in 177 l. It has rarely been out of print since then.

Abraham Booth commences by defining the nature of grace and its "reign in the whole of our
salvation" (chapters I and 2). That "reign" is traced in every aspect ofsalvation from God's electing
grace through to "the consummation ofthe glorious reign ofgrace" (chapter 13).
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The edition now published is abridged and edited. The editorial work has been undertaken by
Pastor Richard Innes of Ebenezer Baptist Church, Chester, and is part of the Living Classics for
Today series. The editor has done his work well in producing this abridged version. It is easy to read.
The argument of the book can be easily followed by today's reader.

I have, however, two major criticisms of the production. The cover states that the book has been
"lightly edited for today's reader". The second (standard) edition of 1771 has 467 pages of 18th
century typescript. The present edition has slightly in excess of 200 pages of actual text in a larger
typeface. This means that upwards of two-thirds of the original book has been omitted. This is
hardly "lightly editing"!

The second criticism is the use of the New King James Version of the Bible. The editor does quote
the Authorised Version on a few occasions. This would seem to indicate that there were times in his
editing work that Mr. Innes found that the NKJV did not express what Abraham Booth wished to
convey from the Scriptures.

Notwithstanding the above, the reader would do well in obtaining this book but they would do
better obtaining rhe full edition. 

J.E.N.

The British Josiah. N. A. Woychuk. SMF Press, obtainable in the UK from Sovereign
Grace Mission, P.O. Box 55, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire SGl8 9UU. pp. 208, paperback. f5.50.
ISBN 0 880 960 25 1.

King Edward VI (1537-1553) was described by John Knox as "the most godly King of England".
He is, however, portrayed by most modern historians as being a pawn in the hands of his protectors,
Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, and lateq John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, who
embraced the Protestant Reformation to further their own ambitions. That Edward was a truly
converted evangelical Protestant there can be no doubt. He sought to further the Reformation within
England with all his might during his short reign of six years. Even at his young age, he had a clear
understanding ofthe main principles ofProtestant theology. Cranmer once said ofEdward that, "he
hath more divinity in his little finger than we have in our whole bodies".

The book has three sections. The first is a biography of Edward. Here we are brought face to face
with the boy-king. We see him as a child, as a pupil, then as the king seeking to forward the cause
of the Reformation. We see him in conflict with his sister, Mary Tudor, who refused to abandon the
celebration of the mass, contrary to the king's commandment. We see him in his dying agonies,
possibly poisoned by Northumberland, and his concern for the Protestant succession.

The second section of the book is a reprint of Edward's masterful treatise, Against the
Primacy of the Pope.It would be well if today's ecumenists were to read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest this.

The third section is an extract from Edward's Prtmer on Prayer. Although written by both
Cranmer and Ridley, having Edward's sanction this section points us to a young boy who knew what
it was to really pray.

In days when much ofthe Protestant history ofour nation has been re-written orjust ignored, it
is good to have an objective biography of The British Josiah. 

J.E.N.

2 Corinthians, Volume, 2 Chapters 8-13 |ln EP Stutly Commentary). Peter Naylor.
Evangelical Press. pp. 304, hardback. lll.95. ISBN 0 85234 508 9.

In Volume l, Peter Naylor explains that 2 Corinthians "tells us of strength in weakness, comfort in
distress, provision in need, fellowship in loneliness, certainty in doubt, guidance in perplexity,
protection in peril and hope for the future. Above all, it tells of the surpassing love of Jesus
Christ." Paul's love for "the troublesome Corinthian church" reflects "the grace of God to His
believing people".

This second volume on 2 Corinthians is based on the United Bible Societies Greek NT (1983)
with the author's verse-by-verse English translation so that the reader with no knowledge of Greek
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can easily follow this commentary. The exposition is seen against the background of the collection
of funds from non-Jewish Christians to help the famine-stricken Jewish believers in Judah. This
collection is seen by the author as an expression of the unity in Christ of believers from different
cultural backgrounds. First century giving is applied to twenty-flrst century believers: "True
generosity depends less on the size of the bank balance and more on one's walk with the Lord."
Naylor carefully and clearly explains difficult passages, applying their lessons to his readers. His
exposition ofPaul's "thorn in the flesh" in 2 Corinthians 12 is especially encouraging and helpful.

I would recommend this commentary to serious Bible students; it would prove a useful tool for
preachers in their sermon preparation. Naylor's study commentary on I Corinthians was published
in paperback; I'm pleased to see that his two commentaries on 2 Corinthians are in hardback.

s.K.E.

Discovering Christ in Revelation (Discovering Christ Sertes). Don Fortner. Evangelical
Press. pp. 512. f.l3.95.ISBN 0 85234 487 2.

This readable book on the Revelation proves that the last book ofthe Bible is not "too deep and dark
for us to understand". We ought to read the Revelation because God prornises a special blessing to
the readers and this book is full of Jesus Christ - who He is and what He has done.

The author, Don Fortner, a Baptist pastor in America and the author of several books, including
Discovering Christ in Rurlr, expounds the Revelation (using the AV) from an amillennial viewpoint.
He does not believe in a literal thousand-year reign of Christ on earth either before or after Christ's
retum. He reigns now! Satan is bound now! To quote Fortner: "He is not coming to be King.He is
coming as King." "We are not waiting the day when Satan will be bound and Christ will be
King. Jesus Christ is the sovereign King over all things today! And Satan is bound already!"
Read Fortner's five chapters on Revelation 20 to understand how he reaches these conclusions.
The author's chapters on Christ's messages to the seven churches in Asia are especially useful and
heart-searching.

Fortner's commentary is more detailed than Richard Brooks'Welwyn Commentary, The l"amb is
all the Glory and, by far, more readable than William Hendriksen's More than Conquerors. Afrnal
quote from Fortner to whet your appetite for more: "God's servants are not men who are impressed
with themselves, they are men who are impressed with God!" s.K.E.

God's Hymnbook for the Christian Church. Rev. Malcolm H. Waus. James Begg
Society, 20 Abbotswell Crescent, Kincorth, Aberdeen ABl2 5AR. pp. 64, paperback. f3.00.
I S B N 0 9 5 3 9 2 4 1 8 1 .

This book was written to counter the Rev. Iain Murray's recent booklet entitled, The Psalter - the
Only Hymnal? The Rev. Malcolm Watts holds that the whole Psalter exists solely for singing in
public worship as an offering of praise, a tribute, to God, and that no other singing is permitted by
Scripture in church services. Your reviewer finds this hard to accept: besides praise, he sees in the
Psalter prayer, exhortation and warning; and believes that St. Paul expects Christians to sing
together for instruction (Ephesians 5:19).

After an introduction in which he expresses surprise at Murray's booklet's authorship, title, and
publisher, Mr. Watts works through each section in turn: Common Ground, The Area of
Controversy, The Psalms-only Case Stated, A Response, The Regulative Principle, The Positive
Case for Hymns, and Postscript.

Under "The Regulative Principle" ("which states that God is only to be worshipped in the ways
prescribed in Scripture" -page1), he appeals to Calvin, otherReformers, the Puritans, and Scottish
Church history. Generally, though, he argues from the use of the word "psalm(s)" in Scripture, but
his argument is not as strong as he thinks. The A.V. uses the word (in italics) in its rendering of
I Chronicles 16:7 (quoted on pages 7 and 10 and mentioned on other pages), but it is not in the
original (cl R.V.).

I
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There is repetition ofreferences. Ephesians 5:19 appears nine times and Colossians 3:16 thirteen.
Singular and plural Hebrew forms are confused on page 24.Martinluther is quoted approvingly on
page 48 but disapprovingly on page 31.

There are two thoroughly comprehensive indexes, one general and one of scriptural references,
and a bibliography. 

R.H.

An A'Z of Christian Truth and Experience. J. Graham Miller. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. xxi+122, clothbound. f10.95. ISBN 0 85 15 I 836 2.

Over a lifetime ministry in Presbyterian churches in New Tnaland,Vanuatu (the New Hebrides) and
Australia, the author recorded quotations from leading authors, and this new book is his selection
from that collection.

The authors whose works are quoted are as varied as the subjects. The front runners are Augustine
of Hippo, John Calvin and Martin Luther, but there are some 122 other names familiar or unheard
of, according to the width of one's reading. The subjects, arranged in clear alphabetical order, range
from Ability, Backsliding and Chastisement, through Jesting and Memorizing Scripture, io
Unbelief, Worship andZeal - a truly formidable range! Most quotations are three or four lines, some
six or more, but it is noticeable that the one or two liners often shine the most piercing beam.

A well-produced slim volume: a book to be dipped into rather than read from coveito cover; an
hors-d'oeuvre to stimulate thought or to suggest authors for wider reading. 

G.F.H.H.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Chistian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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AMESSAGE FROM GOD
TO YOU

TWo recently published, evangelistic,
1.6 page booklets by W. H. Molland, available for the cost

of postage only, either singly or in quantities, from:

The Bookroom Secretary
North Road Chapel (Evangelical)

Bideford, Devon EX39 2NW




