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man availeth much' how much more may an abundant answer be expected
to the prayers of England, offered up as they have been this day by all the
Lord's people in the name of Jesus, and pleading His atoning blood and all­
sufficient righteousness. I look for great results from the prayers that have
ascended to heaven this day, and have been presented by our great
Intercessor before the throne of God, and I am sure you do too, do you not,
ever dearest? ... I have felt this day to have been just like Sunday, and have
derived much comfort from communion with my God and Saviour. We had
two tent-services.... I spent the evening with ... , I read Isaiah 41 and he
prayed. We walked together during the day, and exchanged our thoughts
about Jesus."

Thus the last word he ever wrote was the name he loved best - the name which
is above every name; and which doubtless was the first to spring from his soul, in
the fulness of adoration and praise, as he entered into the presence of the King
Eternal. One other fragment was found in his desk. It was addressed to her whom
he loved with the full power of a true and manly heart; yet does it speak of joy
and gladness from another source than that most tender love. Like the first
disciples, of whom it is said that they, not seeing the Lord Jesus, yet rejoiced in
Him "with joy unspeakable, and full of glory". Hed1ey Vicars, led by the same
Spirit, seems at this time almost to have tasted the first draught of that fountain of
the water of life, whose streams make glad the City of God. In the full strength of
his youth, yet actually on the verge of another world, his last words come to us
with a power beyond that of death-bed sayings. Such a tone of absolute
satisfaction is seldom heard in this world of unsatisfied longings.

"The greater part of another month is past, and here I am still kept by the
protecting arm of the Almighty from all harm. I have been in many a danger by
night and day since I last wrote to you but the Lord has delivered me from them
all, and not only so, but He has likewise kept me in perfect peace, and made me
glad with the light of His countenance. In Jesus I find all I want of happiness or
enjoyment, and as week after week and month after month roll by, I believe He is
becoming more and more lovely in my eyes, and precious to my soul."

Twenty-four hours more and his eyes had seen "the King in His beauty"
The night of the 22nd March was dark and dreary. The wind rose high and swept
in stormy gusts across the Crimea. There was for a time a stillness over the three
armies like the calm before a tempest.

At the advanced post of the British forces, on the side nearest the French, was
a detachment of the 97th Regiment, commanded by Captain Vicars. No watch-fire
on that post of danger might cast its red light, as aforetime, upon the Book of God.
Yet was that place of peril holy ground. Once more the night-breeze bore away
the hallowed sounds of prayer. Once more the deep, earnest eyes of Hedley Vicars
looked upward to that heaven in which his place was now prepared. Perhaps in
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that dark night he pictured a return to his country, to his home, to the chosen of
his heart, and thought of all the loving welcomes which awaited him. But there
are better things than these, dear as they are, which God hath prepared for them
that love Him. Perhaps his spirit took a loftier flight, and imagined the yet more
joyful welcome upon the eternal shores.

Soon after 10 0' clock that night a firing commenced and was sustained in the
direction of the Victoria Redoubt, opposite the Malakhoff Tower. Taking
advantage of the darkness of the night, a Russian force of 15,000 men issued from
Sebastopol. Preserving a sullen silence, they approached from the Mamelon under
cover of the fire of their ambuscades, and effected an entrance into the French
advanced parallel, before any alarm could be given by the sentries. After a short
but desperate struggle, the French were obliged to fall back on their reserves.

The columns of the enemy then marched along the parallel, and came up the
ravine on the right of the British lines, for the purpose of taking them in flank and
rear. On their approach being observed, they were supposed to be the French, as
the ravines separated the Allied armies. Hedley Vicars was the first to discover
that they were Russians.

With a coolness of judgment which seems to have called forth admiration from
all quarters, he ordered his men to lie down until the Russians came within
20 paces. Then, with his first war-shout, "Now 97th, on your pins, and charge!"
himself foremost in the conflict, he led on his gallant men to victory, charging two
thousand with a force of barely two hundred. A bayonet wound in the breast only
fired his courage the more, and again his voice rose high, "Men of the 97th, follow
me!" as he leaped that parapet he had so well defended and charged the enemy
down the ravine.

One moment a struggling moonbeam fell upon his flashing sword, as he waved
it through the air, with his last cheer for his men - "This way, 97th!" The next, the
strong arm which had been uplifted, hung powerless by his side, and he fell
amidst his enemies. But friends followed fast. His men fought their way through
the ranks of the Russians, to defend the parting life of the leader they loved. Noble
brave men! to whom all who loved Hedley Vicars owe an unforgotten debt of
gratitude and honour.

In their arms they bore him back, amidst shouts of a victory, so dearly bought.
An officer of the Royal Engineers stopped them on their way, to ask whom

they carried. The name brought back to him the days of his boyhood. The early
playmate, since unseen, who now lay dying before him, was one whose
father's deathbed had been attended and comforted by his own father as minister
and friend.

Captain Browne found a stretcher, and placing his friend upon it, cooled his
fevered lips with a draught of water. That "cup of cold water shall in no wise lose
its reward".

To each inquiry, Hedley Vicars answered cheerfully that he believed his wound
was slight. But a main artery had been severed, and the life-blood flowed fast.
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A few paces onward, and he faintly said, "Cover my face: Cover my face!"
What need for covering, under the shadow of that dark night? Was it not a sudden
consciousness that he was entering into the presence of the Holy God, before
whom the cherubims veiled their faces?

As the soldiers laid him down at the door of his tent, a welcome from the armies
of the sky sounded in his hearing, He had fallen asleep in Jesus, to wake up after
His likeness, and be satisfied with it. He "asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest it
him, even length of days for ever and ever".

A letter written by Wm. Marsh to Mrs. Vicars

"Dear Mrs. Vicars, - I am not writing to you merely a letter of sympathy. I believe
I can fully enter into your grief. Since the sudden death of a dear child of my own,
I have never felt so thoroughly heart-stricken.

"That brave soldier, that eminent Christian, that active servant of Christ, that
loving heart had wound itself round my heart. I could weep all day, but this is
wrong. Let me think of the honour conferred upon him in life; of the easy passage
in death; of the bliss of his spirit in paradise; and of the brilliant example he has
left behind! I will try to think of him, rather than of myself, or even of those so
dear to me. But their sorrows pierce me. But let me rather think of the wisdom
and love of His government who, indeed, wept at the tomb of Lazarus, and,
therefore, I may weep; but intended that tomb to give a higher display of the
Divine glory. Oh! let us trust where we cannot trace, and believe that we shall
discover only love in our most painful feelings here.

"Yet a little while and Revelation 7:13-17 and 21:4 will be fulfilled; and there
we shall meet our beloved ones who have gone before (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) ,
and the presence of the Lord will be the sunshine upon all. I pray God comfort
you and your dear children."

--e--

Peace
M.HANDFORD

PEACE is a word that echoes through the New Testament. It does not mean the
absence of noise and activity; it is somethig positive and enables the believer to
love and serve whatever his environment.

1. Peace as a Gift

The Lord Jesus Christ twice spoke of peace in His final words to the disciples
before the crucifixion. "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you" (John
14:27; see also 16:33).
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He bequeathed to them His own peace - the peace which He constantly
manifested and which controlled His life. He had little by way of personal
possessions to bequeath but He gave something of)nestimable value.

We cannot but be impressed by His serenity at all times. Look at Him in the
storm on the lake; how peaceful amid the raging elements. The disciples were
agitated, alarmed and fearful. They were unequal to the problem. He, however,
was peaceful, though the wind was howling and the boat rapidly filling. This
incident is no exception; through every dark phase He had the perfect peace which
comes from continual trust.

What is it that robs you of peace? Grasp the fact that Christ has spoken words
of promise and authority. He promises peace so that our restless and anxious
hearts may partake of the divine tranquillity. Our need of peace is all too evident.

2. Peace as a Guard

"The peace of God shall keep your hearts and minds ... " (Philippians 4:6, 7).
Paul blends here in a remarkable way the conception of peace and war. He
employs a military word to describe this peace.

The picture is that of a sentry appointed by his superiors to stand guard. The
sentry watches for the approach of any danger and announces that danger to those
wihin the city or castle. God's peace is like a garrison encircling us around and
defending against the disturbing invader.

Peace, then, is to be enjoyed in the midst of warfare. It is possible to face
opposition, suffering and difficulty and yet to experience in our hearts the peace
of God.

Isaiah speaks of peace: "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee ... " (26:3) -literally, "peace, peace" - the double noun being the
Hebrew way of intensifying the idea.

Paul knew this peace for himself. He had no settled home, no provision against
the future, no prospect of a serene old age, but he had a peace independent of
external conditions.

Peace is the rightful heritage of the Christian - not a future privilege but a
present possession. It may be beyond human understanding but it is not beyond
our experiencing.

3. Peace as a Guide

"Let the peace of God rule in your hearts ... " (Colossians 3: 15). Paul is writing
to a church, to a body of believers, and outlines how harmony may be maintained
and sustained in their midst. "Let the peace of God be the judge, or umpire, in
your midst; let the peace of God preside over your hearts."

Like the needle of a compass, the peace of God is very sensitive. We should not_
. make .~.~.ci~~ons if our inwar4peacej~~nanx~ayllnsettled. If the peace of God
is disturbed and our conscience has registered the fact, then we should hesitate
about the contemplated course of action.
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4. Peace as a Goal
"Follow peace with all men" (Hebrews 12:14). "The wisdom that is from above
is first pure, then peaceable ... and the fruit of righteousness is sewn in peace of
them that make peace" (James 3:17,18).

Peace is broken by sin, unrest, fretfulness, etc. We must bear and forbear. Love
to the Lord should lead to fellowship with His people. We have a duty to look after
and to consider one another.

Each believer is called to be a peacemaker with the corresponding blessing
promised to those who engage in this vital ministry - see Matthew 5:9.

--e--

Book Reviews
Living for God's Pleasure: The Fruit of the Spirit. Derek Prime. Evangelical Press.
pp. 192, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 558 5.

This new book is about the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22,23, using the NIY. The theme
throughout is that the character of Christ should be reproduced as the fruit of the Spirit in the lives
of Christians, All aspects of the fruit relate to our behaviour and relationships with others Each
"segment" of the fruit is examined from many angles to show the knock-on effect on the next until
all nine "segments" fit together to form the whole. As fruit in the natural world ripens slowly, so it
may be that the best fruit is at the end of our lives.

This is a thoroughly practical book with a prologue as a general introduction, nine chapters of
detailed and clear examination of each aspect of the fruit, and a postscript to sum up. The works
quoted are listed, in addition to a Scripture index. Finally there are sets of questions on each chapter
for use in private or group study. G.F.H.H.

When We Get it Wrong - Peter, Christ and our path through failure. Dorninic
Smart. Paternoster Lifestyle. pp. 104, paperback. £5.99. ISBN 1 85078 378 O.

The author's great concern is to help Christians handle failure in their spiritual lives. Using the
episode in the life of Peter when he denied the Lord, Mr. Strong seeks to define what it means to be
a Christian. He then offers some analysis of Peter's sin in denying the Lord, his eventual repentance
and re-commissioning by Christ and then attempts to apply all this to the experience of the believer.
This little book (it has six reasonably short chapters) appears to be aimed more at younger people,
as its style might well suggest. For that reason, it may not appeal to all. Perhaps the book's main
virtue is the promotion of a non-triumphalist, honest and sincere kind of Christianity. Uses the NIV.

B.G.

The Life ofJohn Brown with Select Writings. William Brown, Ed. The Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. 202, hardback. £6.95. ISBN 0 85151 8575.

John Brown of Haddington is well-known as a Christian minister, author and professor of theology
of 18th century Scotland, and this book contains his autobiographical memoir, edited and expanded
by his son WilIiam, together with extracts from his writings. First published in 1856, this edition has
not been re-set and the typeface is therefore somewhat dated, but this should not discourage the
reader for there is much here of practical and spiritual benefit. The memoir reflects Brown's real
sense of sinfulness and unworthiness in the sight of God, but also his love and devotion to the

l ~
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service of his Lord. The additional material relating to his increasing infirmity and weakness during
his last months on earth reveals his abiding trust in the finished work of Christ as he faced death. A
small number of letters and meditations, together with his dying advice to his younger children,
furnish much spiritual comfort and exhortation. The publishets point out that this book should not
be confused with John Brown of Haddington by Robert MacKenzie, once published by the Trust;
this is a useful complement to that biography. J.P.W.

Why Believe the Bible? John Blanchard. Evangelical Press. pp. 40, paperback. £14.95 pack of
10. ISBN 0 85234 559 3.

In this new booklet John Blanchard deals briskly and sensibly with all the stock questions about, or
objections to, the truth of the Bible raised by young and old. He quotes authoritative writers in the
fields of history, archaeology and languages to back his arguments, and the words of eminent
scientists on the limitations of science are most telling.

The most important part of this booklet comes at the end: the Bible "has not been given to us
merely for our information, but for our transformation.... " If the reader still says, "Prove to me
that the Bible is true", John Blanchard's challenge is, "Prove it for yourself!"

This booklet is attractively presented and priced as an incentive for individuals and faithful
churches to give away. G.F.H.H.

Memoir of Grace Elizabeth King. Compiled by P. H. Brunker for Miss Iris M. Fuller and
the compiler. pp. 232, hardback. Price not known.

This book consists of a biographical account of a Christian teacher interspersed with her poetic
compositions which the compiler has used to illustrate various stages of her walk with God. Miss
King, who lived from 1909-2000, was of the Gospel Standard Strict Baptist persuasion, and had a
wide knowledge of the Scriptures and a deep love for the hymns of such as Berridge, Hart and Kent.
Her own poems and hymns, all composed during the first half of her life, reflect this and, whilst of
varying quality, they show something of her spiritual thoughts and feelings during those years. In
the second part of the book, the compiler, Miss King's pastor for the last twenty years or so of her
life, draws on his own reminiscences, though it is arguable whether he should have dwelt so much
on the perceived negative influences of certain of Miss King's friends. Whilst sturdily bound with
good quality paper, the appearance of the book is spoilt by the constant change of type-face, as many
as five different styles being used, which makes for much distraction to the reader. The book's
appeal will, I suspect, be limited to those of Miss King's acquaintance and persuasion. J.W.

The Essential Guide for the 21st Century - God's Solutions to Life's Problems.
Norman Fisher. Paternoster Lifestyle. pp 168, paperback. Price not known. ISBN 1 85078410 8.

Many Evangelical doctrines are briefly laid out in this book, yet readers should note that it is
decidedly from the Charismatic section of the Church. The intention is to provide understanding of
the fundamental truths of the Christian faith, by taking the reader through a 10-week study course.
Although the approach is a broadly Evangelical one, sadly there are too many concessions towards
a Charismatic view of Scripture. We cannot agree with R. T. Kendall, who describes the book as
being "truly an essential guide for Christians to survive in the twenty-first century". We could
suggest better. Uses NIV, some use of the AV and the New Living Translation (NLT). B.G.

Christian Comfort. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 240, paperback. £7.00. ISBN
o85234 540 2.

The introduction to this book says, "Comfort is one of the great words of the Bible. It means to
alleviate grief by giving encouragement." The author says that his years in pastoral ministry have
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shown him that Christians often become despondent as they seek to cope with personal trials and
afflictions and as they observe the abounding wickedness and the ever-increasing hostility of a
godless world. But he also shows that God is the source of the believer's comfort and in twenty-one
chapters the book covers different areas of distress and offers guidance and help to the believer who
is troubled by these things. Chapters such as: Comfort for those who are troubled by God's ways;
Comfort for the anxious and fearful; Comfort for the broken-hearted; Comfort for the disappointed,
etc., etc.

In the Chapter, "Comfort for those bruised by difficult circumstances", we have the example of
Fanny Crosby who lost her eyesight when she was only six weeks old through wrong treatment for
an eye complaint causing her to become blind for the rest of her life. To add to her problems her
father died when she was a year old. When she was twelve she entered the New York School for the
Blind and later taught there for fifteen years. At the age of 38 she married Alexander Van Alstyne
and they enjoyed 44 years of married life in spite of their afflictions. She wrote over 2,000 hymns.
A wonderful example to us all.

This is an encouraging book in the series called The Guide, intended to communicate the
Christian faith in a straightforward and readable way, with questions for discussion and a link to a
website. Quotations are from the New King James. Roger Ellsworth is pastor of Immanuel Baptist
Church, Benton Illinois. I recommend this book. T.M.B.

The Pastor in Prayer - A Collection of the Sunday Morning Prayers of C. H. Spurgeon.
The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 184, hardback. £6.95. ISBN 0 851518508.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-92) was called to be the Minister of the Baptist chapel at
Waterbeach, Cambridgeshire, in 1851. Three years later, he was called to the pastorate of the New
Park Street church, London, and then in 1861, the congregation moved to a new and much larger
building at the Metropolitan Tabernacle. He remained there as minister for the rest of his life and
besides becoming a well known Victorian preacher, founded a Pastor's college, two orphanages and
many "charitable agencies". He is still widely read by many today.

This collection of prayers is drawn mainly from Sunday morning services and contains 26 in all.
This Banner of Truth edition is based on an earlier one of 1893. It goes without saying, that
Spurgeon possessed a rare gift of public prayer and this volume provides us with a window into his
soul. We see here a man with a great love and devotion for Christ and who had complete dependency
upon the Godhead for everything. It helps us to understand why he was mightily used of the Lord
in all that he did. Would-be readers ought to take care when reading. It may well change the whole
tenor of their spiritual lives! B.G.

Food for Cannibals - the Story of John Paton. Jim Cromarty. Evangelical Press.
pp. 176, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 548 8.

This is a revision of the book previously published as King of the Cannibals, which has been
somewhat abridged and simplified for the younger reader. The story of John Paton and his
missionary endeavours in the New Hebrides during the latter part of the nineteenth century is one
which still thrills the heart. His work on the island of Tanna is graphically recounted - the sorrows,
the hardships and dangers, the frequent brushes with death, the seemingly impenetrable hearts of the
people, the deliberate attempts of visiting traders to thwart the work. Yet through it all Paton clung
to his faith in God, revealing extreJlles of courage and bravery, patience and perseverance, and a
never-failing concern for lost souls. His work was not in vain, for though he left Tanna with little
apparent fruit for his labours, his subsequent work on the neighbouring island of Aniwa led to the
conversion of many, some of whom became missionaries to Tanna, where the Gospel eventually
took hold.

Each of the short chapters is supplemented by three or four questions designed to direct the reader
to appropriate Scripture passages, showing how Paton applied biblical truth to his own work, and

l -
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J.W.

G.F.H.H.

.Jc/

also helping the reader to draw out practical and spiritual lessons for themselves. Though marred by
a number of editorial and typographical errors, this is a challenging and exciting book which the
younger reader will enjoy and benefit from. The text is interspersed with a number of line drawings
and illustrations. •

Creation - Chance or Design? David Tyler. Evangelical Press. pp. 224. £8.00. ISBN
0852345445.

Although the title of this book suggests that it is a conventional creationist book with the doctrine
of special creation and the usual evolutionist arguments side by side, it is in fact written from a
different angle, intended rather to stimulate understanding of biblical teaching as it engages with
contemporary culture about the meaning and relevance of truth. The author says that teaching on
origins is foundational to the Christian mindset and widespread ignorance of the nature and
character of God leaves men floundering as they seek for answers to the meaning of life.

Few people realise the great flowering of knowledge that came out of the Protestant Reformation
and do not understand that without God's revelation, human nature is a total mystery. ("In God alone
are laid up all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" - Matthew Henry.)

This is a very useful book, easy to read and a good source of reference. It is one of a new series
called The Guide intended to communicate the Christian faith in a straightforward and readable way,

• with questions for discussion and a link to a web site. David Tyler is the Secretary of the Biblical
Creation Society with a background in the physical sciences. I very much recommend this book.

T.M.B.

Let's Study Revelation. Derek Thomas. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. ix+203, paperback.
£5.95. ISBN 0 85151 8273.

This is a new book in the well-established Lets Study series. Questions on each division are found
at the back for study. The chapters open with the full text of the Revelation to be discussed, using
the English Standard Version with American spelling; e.g. "worshiped", "sulfur", etc. However,
these spellings are not followed when the same version is quoted in the body of the chapter.

Prof. Thomas calls the Revelation "an unveiling by God of things He wants the church to know
in language and forms that quite simply dazzle and shock".

The author gives useful summaries of some of the various "-ist" views held on the interpretation
of the Revelation and then makes his own position clear: (i) the Revelation was written after 70 A.D.
when Jerusalem had been destroyed; (ii) The book takes an idealist stance, regarding the prophecies
as descriptions of spiritual realities to be found in every age, including our own; (iii) The seven
visions framework gives several glimpses of the same picture from different perspectives; (iv) The
"thousand years" are taken as figurative, denoting the time from the first to the second advent of
Christ; (v) The Antichrist is anti-Christian forces in general, rather than the Roman Catholic Church
and the papacy in particular which the Reformers taught; (vi) His position on the enigma of 666
conforms to the view that it is more likely to portray man universally than a particular individual ­
"man as a trinity of imperfection" consistently falling short of the completeness and perfection of
the number 7.

If this book helps the reader to focus on Jesus Christ and to look forward to His Second Coming
by giving "recurring glimpses of the unfolding of Christ's providential purposes" it will have
fulfilled its aim.

Ruth and Eiher - God behind the Seen (Focus on the Bible series). A. Boyd Luter and
Barry C. Davis. Christian Focus. pp. 404. £8.99. ISBN 1 857928059.

This book, like the proverbial curate's egg, is good in parts! The section on Esther (fifteen chapters)
is twice the length of the commentary on Ruth (seven chapters). Luter wrote on Ruth and Davis on
Esther - the two men teach at different theological colleges in the United States. The word "Seen"
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S.K.E.

P.W.

in the subtitle points to the sovereign God (whose name does not appear in the book of Esther)
planning events to bring Ruth to salvation and to place Esther in a position where she prevents the
extennination of the Jewish race. Ruth and Esther tell the stories of "two women who achieve
success against all odds". Naomi is seen as a backslider rather than a godly woman whose faith
remained strong in suffering.

The commentary on Esther faces head-on problems, often glossed over by other writers. Esther
and Mordecai, according to Davis, were not "particularly righteous or spiritual". The authors, using
a variety of Bible versions, a racy style and personal anecdotes, aim to show the relevance of Ruth
and Esther for 21 st century believers. My own view is that there are better "pew-level" commentaries
on these biblical books, such as, Discovering Christ in Ruth, Don Fortner, and Unspoken Lessons
About the Unseen God, Derek Prime - both published by Evangelical Press.

Great God ofWonders: The Life ofGrace and Hope ofGlory. Maurice Roberts. The
Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 240, paperback. £4.75. ISBN 085151837 O.

This book is a string of pearls to any reader with its brief but detailed sennons·on the Christian life
and its meaning. There are two substantial sections: "The Life of Grace" and "The Hope of Glory",
of which each is subdivided into topics ranging through Prayer, the Attributes of God, the
Relationship of a Believer with God, Justification, the After Life and the Second Coming.

The early chapters concern the life of the individual Christian in the true exercise of prayer.
Communion with God is expressed in prayer which reveals the true nature of godliness and
Christian morality. This is seen against the background of Christ's union with God which is
dependAnt on the holiness and spirituality of God's people. This is the idea of the earthly Christian
pilgrirhage on the way to its ultimate destiny in heaven.

The middle section 11-20 reveals how the importance of truth must not be disregarded or
compromised by affirming biblical teaching both in practice and in discipline. Trinitarian doctrine
of God is emphasised throughout with an appeal to believers to approach the throne of grace with a
humble heart and contrite spirit. There is also the necessity of being able to distinguish between true
and false prophets with love and righteousness recognised as the mark of a true believer. The whole
idea of the Christian life revolves around the idea of the perfect and august sacrifice in expectation •
of the "coming glory".

In the later chapters 21-30 a more doctrinal emphasis is encountered with issues concerning
Justification and the After Life. Truth is to be distinguished from deceit with a disengagement from
competing philosophical schools and fashionable contemporary modes. There then follows a very
clear definition of the Augustinian and Reformed teachings on Justification as well as a thoroughly
biblical account of death and resurrection. The trials and tribulations of this present existence are
met with completely opposite reactions by the believers and unbelievers. Finally there is the
happening of the Second Coming whereby creation is transfonned and prophecy fulfilled as was
seen in "the Crucifixion of the Son of God". The book's theology is undergirded by its simplicity
and direct explanations which accommodate most types of readership and educate the average
Christian in how to attest to and practice their faith.

The Basis of Christian Unity. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 96,
paperback. £4.50. ISBN 085151 846 X.

This informativc little book goes direct to the heart of that re-occurring question concerning the
nature of Christian Unity. Though the author works around the well-known N.T. texts of John 17 and
Ephesians 4: 1-16. by no mcans does he indicate that he applies them as mere "slogans for a defence
of any particular argumcnt". These two biblical contexts analyse in some depth the concept of unity.

John 17 is given a bricf critique in the second chapter whereby it discusses the principle of unity
which encapsulates a body of people "who belong to God whom God the Father has given to Him
as for whose sake He has come into the world and done what He has done".

l -
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B.G.

The distinctive characteristics of this body of people are described since they are still in the world
as those who are called out of it. Separation and distinction are the two key words used to typify this
community of people. The nature of unity among this body has already been achieved and exists
among those who have held to the efficacy of the Word, contrary to the commonly held belief that
unity is still to be achieved. This unity is representative of a mystical union as exists between the
persons of the Trinity - a unity of essence, something very different from a statistical or external,
visible unity; such a unity is achievable only among those who are regenerate.

A larger section is devoted to Ephesians 4:1-16 which is sub-divided into several sections
concerning the "spiritual nature of unity and the dangers of false doctrine". The church itself is
regarded as being "the pillar of truth and teaching". Doctrine is not preceded by fellowship.

As in John 17 the "achieved unity" is composed of members like to those which make up the
human body - it is indeed already in existence with a "Unity of the Spirit" whereby Jews and
Gentiles who were one in Christ Jesus since they share the same life and uphold the same doctrine.
There can be no true unity outside of the all embracing title of "One Spirit, One Lord, One Faith,
One Baptism, One God who is over all" - an effective bulwark against unbelief. The concluding
chapters give a brief summary on the causes of disunity - being sectarian, philosophy, law before
tradition - doctrine is to be defined solely in N.T. terms.

Inclusiveness and practical co-operation lead in other directions away from the truth for truth
must be spoken in love in order to contend for the faith.

The present challenges are the same as at the time of the 16th century Reformation. Reformation
and renewal are key terms in the search for true, biblical unity. P.W.

More Than a Job - Creating a Portfolio Lifestyle. Jani Rubery. Spring Harvest!
Paternoster Lifestyle. pp. 88, paperback. £5.99. ISBN 1 850784302.
Most of what is written here owes its inspiration to modem management techniques and the
philosophy of the market place. There is no exposition of Scripture to be had and the believer might
just as well go out and buy one of the many self-help manuals available. Uses the NIY.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.

1:4: Matters to do with the contents ofThe Gospel Magazine should be sent to:
The Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys lJJ7 IBT. Tel. 01547528815.

Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details below).

FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK
Thank you to all our readers, who have responded to the reminders sent
recently.

Please pay your subscription on time. When I put a reminder in with your
magazine, there is a note on the label saying, "Letter Inside". The renewal
month is always printed on the label as well.

Cheques must be made payable to ''The Gospel Magazine".

Peter King, Secretary


