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also helping the reader to draw out practical and spiritual lessons for themselves. Though marred by
a number of editorial and typographical errors, this is a challenging and exciting book which the
younger reader will enjoy and benefit from. The text is interspersed with a number of line drawings
and illustrations. •

Creation - Chance or Design? David Tyler. Evangelical Press. pp. 224. £8.00. ISBN
0852345445.

Although the title of this book suggests that it is a conventional creationist book with the doctrine
of special creation and the usual evolutionist arguments side by side, it is in fact written from a
different angle, intended rather to stimulate understanding of biblical teaching as it engages with
contemporary culture about the meaning and relevance of truth. The author says that teaching on
origins is foundational to the Christian mindset and widespread ignorance of the nature and
character of God leaves men floundering as they seek for answers to the meaning of life.

Few people realise the great flowering of knowledge that came out of the Protestant Reformation
and do not understand that without God's revelation, human nature is a total mystery. ("In God alone
are laid up all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" - Matthew Henry.)

This is a very useful book, easy to read and a good source of reference. It is one of a new series
called The Guide intended to communicate the Christian faith in a straightforward and readable way,

• with questions for discussion and a link to a web site. David Tyler is the Secretary of the Biblical
Creation Society with a background in the physical sciences. I very much recommend this book.

T.M.B.

Let's Study Revelation. Derek Thomas. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. ix+203, paperback.
£5.95. ISBN 0 85151 8273.

This is a new book in the well-established Lets Study series. Questions on each division are found
at the back for study. The chapters open with the full text of the Revelation to be discussed, using
the English Standard Version with American spelling; e.g. "worshiped", "sulfur", etc. However,
these spellings are not followed when the same version is quoted in the body of the chapter.

Prof. Thomas calls the Revelation "an unveiling by God of things He wants the church to know
in language and forms that quite simply dazzle and shock".

The author gives useful summaries of some of the various "-ist" views held on the interpretation
of the Revelation and then makes his own position clear: (i) the Revelation was written after 70 A.D.
when Jerusalem had been destroyed; (ii) The book takes an idealist stance, regarding the prophecies
as descriptions of spiritual realities to be found in every age, including our own; (iii) The seven
visions framework gives several glimpses of the same picture from different perspectives; (iv) The
"thousand years" are taken as figurative, denoting the time from the first to the second advent of
Christ; (v) The Antichrist is anti-Christian forces in general, rather than the Roman Catholic Church
and the papacy in particular which the Reformers taught; (vi) His position on the enigma of 666
conforms to the view that it is more likely to portray man universally than a particular individual ­
"man as a trinity of imperfection" consistently falling short of the completeness and perfection of
the number 7.

If this book helps the reader to focus on Jesus Christ and to look forward to His Second Coming
by giving "recurring glimpses of the unfolding of Christ's providential purposes" it will have
fulfilled its aim.

Ruth and Eiher - God behind the Seen (Focus on the Bible series). A. Boyd Luter and
Barry C. Davis. Christian Focus. pp. 404. £8.99. ISBN 1 857928059.

This book, like the proverbial curate's egg, is good in parts! The section on Esther (fifteen chapters)
is twice the length of the commentary on Ruth (seven chapters). Luter wrote on Ruth and Davis on
Esther - the two men teach at different theological colleges in the United States. The word "Seen"
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in the subtitle points to the sovereign God (whose name does not appear in the book of Esther)
planning events to bring Ruth to salvation and to place Esther in a position where she prevents the
extennination of the Jewish race. Ruth and Esther tell the stories of "two women who achieve
success against all odds". Naomi is seen as a backslider rather than a godly woman whose faith
remained strong in suffering.

The commentary on Esther faces head-on problems, often glossed over by other writers. Esther
and Mordecai, according to Davis, were not "particularly righteous or spiritual". The authors, using
a variety of Bible versions, a racy style and personal anecdotes, aim to show the relevance of Ruth
and Esther for 21 st century believers. My own view is that there are better "pew-level" commentaries
on these biblical books, such as, Discovering Christ in Ruth, Don Fortner, and Unspoken Lessons
About the Unseen God, Derek Prime - both published by Evangelical Press.

Great God ofWonders: The Life ofGrace and Hope ofGlory. Maurice Roberts. The
Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 240, paperback. £4.75. ISBN 085151837 O.

This book is a string of pearls to any reader with its brief but detailed sennons·on the Christian life
and its meaning. There are two substantial sections: "The Life of Grace" and "The Hope of Glory",
of which each is subdivided into topics ranging through Prayer, the Attributes of God, the
Relationship of a Believer with God, Justification, the After Life and the Second Coming.

The early chapters concern the life of the individual Christian in the true exercise of prayer.
Communion with God is expressed in prayer which reveals the true nature of godliness and
Christian morality. This is seen against the background of Christ's union with God which is
dependAnt on the holiness and spirituality of God's people. This is the idea of the earthly Christian
pilgrirhage on the way to its ultimate destiny in heaven.

The middle section 11-20 reveals how the importance of truth must not be disregarded or
compromised by affirming biblical teaching both in practice and in discipline. Trinitarian doctrine
of God is emphasised throughout with an appeal to believers to approach the throne of grace with a
humble heart and contrite spirit. There is also the necessity of being able to distinguish between true
and false prophets with love and righteousness recognised as the mark of a true believer. The whole
idea of the Christian life revolves around the idea of the perfect and august sacrifice in expectation •
of the "coming glory".

In the later chapters 21-30 a more doctrinal emphasis is encountered with issues concerning
Justification and the After Life. Truth is to be distinguished from deceit with a disengagement from
competing philosophical schools and fashionable contemporary modes. There then follows a very
clear definition of the Augustinian and Reformed teachings on Justification as well as a thoroughly
biblical account of death and resurrection. The trials and tribulations of this present existence are
met with completely opposite reactions by the believers and unbelievers. Finally there is the
happening of the Second Coming whereby creation is transfonned and prophecy fulfilled as was
seen in "the Crucifixion of the Son of God". The book's theology is undergirded by its simplicity
and direct explanations which accommodate most types of readership and educate the average
Christian in how to attest to and practice their faith.

The Basis of Christian Unity. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 96,
paperback. £4.50. ISBN 085151 846 X.

This informativc little book goes direct to the heart of that re-occurring question concerning the
nature of Christian Unity. Though the author works around the well-known N.T. texts of John 17 and
Ephesians 4: 1-16. by no mcans does he indicate that he applies them as mere "slogans for a defence
of any particular argumcnt". These two biblical contexts analyse in some depth the concept of unity.

John 17 is given a bricf critique in the second chapter whereby it discusses the principle of unity
which encapsulates a body of people "who belong to God whom God the Father has given to Him
as for whose sake He has come into the world and done what He has done".

l -
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The distinctive characteristics of this body of people are described since they are still in the world
as those who are called out of it. Separation and distinction are the two key words used to typify this
community of people. The nature of unity among this body has already been achieved and exists
among those who have held to the efficacy of the Word, contrary to the commonly held belief that
unity is still to be achieved. This unity is representative of a mystical union as exists between the
persons of the Trinity - a unity of essence, something very different from a statistical or external,
visible unity; such a unity is achievable only among those who are regenerate.

A larger section is devoted to Ephesians 4:1-16 which is sub-divided into several sections
concerning the "spiritual nature of unity and the dangers of false doctrine". The church itself is
regarded as being "the pillar of truth and teaching". Doctrine is not preceded by fellowship.

As in John 17 the "achieved unity" is composed of members like to those which make up the
human body - it is indeed already in existence with a "Unity of the Spirit" whereby Jews and
Gentiles who were one in Christ Jesus since they share the same life and uphold the same doctrine.
There can be no true unity outside of the all embracing title of "One Spirit, One Lord, One Faith,
One Baptism, One God who is over all" - an effective bulwark against unbelief. The concluding
chapters give a brief summary on the causes of disunity - being sectarian, philosophy, law before
tradition - doctrine is to be defined solely in N.T. terms.

Inclusiveness and practical co-operation lead in other directions away from the truth for truth
must be spoken in love in order to contend for the faith.

The present challenges are the same as at the time of the 16th century Reformation. Reformation
and renewal are key terms in the search for true, biblical unity. P.W.

More Than a Job - Creating a Portfolio Lifestyle. Jani Rubery. Spring Harvest!
Paternoster Lifestyle. pp. 88, paperback. £5.99. ISBN 1 850784302.
Most of what is written here owes its inspiration to modem management techniques and the
philosophy of the market place. There is no exposition of Scripture to be had and the believer might
just as well go out and buy one of the many self-help manuals available. Uses the NIY.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.

1:4: Matters to do with the contents ofThe Gospel Magazine should be sent to:
The Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys lJJ7 IBT. Tel. 01547528815.

Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details below).

FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK
Thank you to all our readers, who have responded to the reminders sent
recently.

Please pay your subscription on time. When I put a reminder in with your
magazine, there is a note on the label saying, "Letter Inside". The renewal
month is always printed on the label as well.

Cheques must be made payable to ''The Gospel Magazine".

Peter King, Secretary


