












viii PREFACE.

the word "perplexity"? And, where a becoming thoughtfulness
pervades the minds of' men, in place of callousness or recklessness
of consequences, do not their "hearts fail them for fear, and for
looking after those things whieh are coming on the earth"? But,
notwithstanding all these foreshowings, the Lord tenderly and
lovingly adds, on behalf of His beloved and devoted followers,
"And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and

lift up your heads, jor your redemption dralceth nigh."

Now this, beloved readers, is the thought that we are intensely
anxious to leave uppermost with you. Come what may, that
precious word stands good-yea, most firm and unalterable­
"Say ye to the rigMeous, that it shall be well with kim," and "My
people shall never be ashamed." These, blessed be God, are verities,
the which no power on earth or hell can gainsay or affect. They
are as fixed and immoveable as J ehovah's eternal throne.

Finally, brethren, as in a two-fold sense we feel the appropriate­
ness of' the Apostle Peter's words to our own state and condition
-first, 'as to his early departure, and secondly, as to his" not having
followed cunningly-devised fables "-we will close this address with
his own loving language-" Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall ne,er fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered,
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore I will not be negligent to
put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know
them, and be established in the present truth. Yea, I think it
meet, as long as I am ill this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting
you in remembrance j knowing that shortly I must put off this
my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me.
Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease
to have these thing8 always in remembrance. For we have not
followed cunningly-devised fables" (2 Peter i. 10-16).
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