












'VIII PREFACE.

.of "the wisdom that is from above, which is first pure, then peace­
able, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hypocrisy" (James iii. 17).

Wherein could the real character of Romanism be more fully
,developed than in the present proceedings before the Parnell Corn­
nIission? But far the fatal spell which seems to have settled
down upon the nation, it would appear next to impossible but that
.a professed Protestant community should rise, and, as with one
heart and one arm, shake off such an incubus, and divest them­
.selves once and for all of such a treacherous, murderous, infernal
foe. But until J ehovah arises, with His irresistible, almighty
arm, matters will wax worse and worse. When He takes to
Himself His great power, and comes forth conquering and to
.conquer, then, and not until then, shall Antichrist fall before Him,
and sink into that vortex of remediless ruin and despair that
awaits her, and beyond doubt is her hapless and everlasting
portion.

Readers, we just touch upon these matters, and make, as it were,
passing allusion to them, with the hope that you may not be taken
by surprise when these things come to pass, and are more fully
devolved. If we know ourselves, we are prompted in so doing by
a small measure of the spirit which led the Apostle Peter to say,
"I think it meet. as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you
up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that shortly I must
put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath
.showed me. Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after
my decease to have these things always in remembrance. For
we have not followed cunningly devised fables" (2 Peter i. 13-16).

Finally, reader, would we add, whether or not it shall please
the Lord that we should ever again address you in this Prefatory
way, we are bound to speak well of His ever-blessed and adorable
name. Whatever this work may have entailed upon us, in a way
of labour or responsibility, during our long connection with it, we
.are bound to testify that our all-wise and all-gracious God HAS

PONE ALL THINGS WELL.
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