






PREFACE. v

should be the truly pious dry of every sincere lover of GOD'S Word,
"0 :my soul, come not thou into their secret!" On tpe .other
hand, the gracious believer in the LORD JESUS will thankfully
employ every'" help" placed providentially in his way for the
furtherance of his knowledge of the Soriptures. He will meditate
in these things, and give himself wholly to them, that his profit­
ing may appear to all. The value to such of a Publication, con­
ducted- on definitely Biblical lines, as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has

,always' been, is consequently incalculable. During the past year
the EDITOR gave a considerable amount of time to the work of
examining the earlier volumes of our venerable "monthly," and
that with no small refreshing of soul. The steady aim of the
various writers has conspiouously been to honour the. Word of GOD

, and to guide the readers into a deep, practical, experimental; and
8piritual knowledge of it. Fiction aI\d sensation, speculation and
fancifulness, are significantly absent from their contributions. More­
over, a solidity and masculine thoroughness mark the contents of
those tima-stained volumes. Sound doctrine, stated lovingly but
vigorously, stamps the records of the last century with permaneiit
value, and we have included in our future plans-subject to the
MASTER'S will-to reproduce articles from the MAGAZINE when it
was under the faithful Editorship of MIDDLETON, TOPLADY, and Row.
Many of these pieces are choice' specimens of the SPIRIT'S te:;tching,
remarkable alike for their holy depth, gracious richness, and
mellowed experience.

We have, with sorrow-though not a sorrow WIthout llope-to
register the loss of several greatly beloved fellow-Iabourersili our
Editorial enterprise, particularly dear Mrs. HOBLYN, of Bath, and
Mr.' W. S. ROBINSON, of Scarborough; with other devoted
witnesses and stewards of the Truth who, in fl:lllowship with us
at the outset of the present year, fell short of seeing its end. They
rest from their· labours, and "their works do follow them." It is
our heartfelt desire to follow the footsteps of these now glorified
ones as they followed JESUS while yet with us. Their example
may well serve to give stimulus to our patience, obedience, and
fleaI. The witnesses-valiant witnesses-are growing fewer year by
year. And, brethren and sisters beloved in the LpRD, we our­
selves must-if He tarry in Ris promised coming""':'soon give
place ~o others. .This is not our rest--thank GOD, it js not!
" Our .conversation is in heaven." Our treasure is there. As we
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journey onwards through life's desert, 'each pilgrim sings hopefully
the wayfarer's song-

"There at my Saviour's side,
Heaven is my home;

I shall be glorified,
Heaven is my 'home.

'There are the good and blest,
Those I love most and best;
An'd there I too shall rest-

Heaven is my home!"

It is through the assured confidence which we have in our
Covenant GOD that we desire to go forward. A new year apparently
lies before us, in the sparing providence of our heavenly FATHER,
though we know not what a day may bring us forth. We would
,meet the unknown featu~es of 1897 calmly, leaving in the
LORD'S sovereign keeping all the issues-person~l to ourselves
and to our -beloved Readers-whioh it may bring with it, for-

" It can bring with it nothing
But He will bear us through/'

A last word. The approach of one more year in the long
and honoured history of our FAMILY ::MAGAZINE may well, the
EDITOR fondly thinks, mark the exercise of increased zeal on
the part of his Readers to make it more widely known among
the people of GOD. 1£ we derive felt blessing from a regular
perusal of the PUBLICATION, surely it is a duty we owe to
fellow-believers to introduce it to their notice, that they may share
with us in the things which GOD hath prelnred "for them that
love Him. Will you, dear readers, thus seek to strengthen,
the hands of GOD'S servant, the EDITOR, while you also plead
that graoe, wisdom, unction, and power may be multiplied
unto him for the effioient discharge of his responsible mi!1istry
of feeding the Ohurch of GOD, in the whioh the HOLY GHOST
has deigned to make him an Overseer? "Whatsoever thy

, hand findeth to do, do it ,with thy might" (Eccles. ix. 10).

. THE EDITOR.


