










·PREFACE. Vll

many years borne witness :-" Comfort ye,comfol"t ye My people,
saith your GOD."
: Precious indeed have been the various .instances of blessing
attending our service during the past year. But, brethren beloved,
we -long for increased measures of such favour from on high.
There are thousands of the LORD'S scattered, lonely ones, whom
'We desire to reach. They are largely deprived of the public means
of grace. Hireling shepherds and blind guides. they, of course,
cannot follow. Will not our beloved readers, then, unite with us
in an effort to reach such spiritually necessitous cases? The
opening of a NEw YEAR affords a favourable opportunity to
extend the usefulness of our FAMILY MAGAZINE by enlarging its
sphere of circulation. Old subscribers frequently pass away.
Many attached and long-standing friends of our,Evangelical and
Protestant pages entered into rest during the year 1897, and we
are practically poorer for, their departure. New friendships in the
LORD must, therefore, be sought, -and an unbroken band of
faithful witnesses we must endeavour to maintain.

It will continue to be the EDITOR'S prayerful aim to herald
and uphold the precious truths of the Word of' GOD, which have
earned for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE the foremost place among the
oldest established of our religious monthlies. In a spirit of love
'and tenderness, the distinctive doctrines of GOD'S grace, will be
boldly asserted, and defended; while the experience of their power
in the souls of the elect objects of J EHOVAH'S eternal love will be
traced and unfolded, in the light of the written Word. The false
teaching of those who deal deceitfully with the truth, and substi­
tute for it the doctrines and commandments of men-PelagianB,
Arminians, Rationalists, Romanists, and Anglican Romanizers­
will, as heretofore, be subjected to the infallible test of Holy
Scripture, so that unwary and unstable souls may be warned, and­
GOD willing-such as have fallen away from the pure faith of
the Gospel be recovered. In a word, we shall, by Divine grace,
keep ever before us the original intention of the 'founders of this
Magazine. It will be ours diligently to fulfil the responsible
Editorial duties by firmly adhering to the lines tersely summarised
in an Editorial Preface which appeared in the volume for 17E2;­
"This work was first set on foot," says the Editor, "with the
desirable end of promoting Vital Ohristianity, unveiling the
mysteries of the Gospel, detecting and exposing errors respecting
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,the pure faith of GOD'S elect; and also with a view to encourage­
the doubting believer, comfort the mourner, and establish the more
advanced Ohristian on the eternal Rock of Ages, the LORD JESUS.
.OHRIST, who is the only secure foundation, whereon to build the
sinner's hope of pardon, righteousness, and salvation....•.As
we have been hitherto enabled, so it is our earnest wish and inten­
tion to combat, in the future,' that formidable hydra POPERY, and,
-by every;effort in our power, to stem its contagious influence; to·
which we are. at this juncture more immediately. urged, as the
encouragement that species of. Antichristianism has lately received,.
and continues to enj.oy" forebodes an alarming spread of it among
the ignorant and incautious, a~d even menaces the subversion
of our civil and religious liberties."

In conclusion, we .cordially thank the many kind friends who by
'prayer and by pen, as well as in other ways, have lovingly and
efficiently furthered the work of our hands. Without such generous·
co-operation, it would be impossible to carry on such a publication
as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

Heartily' do we wish our .dear fellow-labourers and numerous.
readers":"-at home and abroad-" Grace, mercy, and peace," togethel"
'with every Oovenant blessin~ according to individual need.

"Brethren, pray for us ! "

THE EDITOR.


