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PREFACE v

churches around them are given up to Ritualism, Rationalism,
Socialism, or like false gospels, and that our time-honoured
monthly visitor is their only means of grace, and minister of spiritual
consolation. To our Gop be all praise and glory. But we seek
fellowship in our mission to these dear scattered sheep of the flock
from those who are more highly privileged and who enjoy without
hindrance the blessings of the Gospel of the free and sovereign
grace of Gon. We exhort our brethren in the various churches of
CarisT who love the Truth, and who have not hitherto taken part
in the blessed work of ministering the Word of Gop “ more
accurately ” to simple-minded and teachable souls, to lend us their
service and co-operation in the circulation of the MAGAZINE,
which the HoLy SpiriT has so liberally blessed during the past
143 years of its ministry. While we tender to our beloved circle
of friends grateful thanks for their generous contributions to our
pages—an expression of obligation in which the TRUSTEES unite
with the Epitor—we would add the loving exhortation, *“ Brethren,
pray for us,” for the spiritual usefulness of the MacazINE depends
largely on the continued fervent and affectionate appeals at the
Mercy-Seat for the outpouring of the SpiriT upon the testimony
borne in these pages to the Word of Divine Truth.

The GospeL MAGAZINE enjoys the distinctive honour of being
the oldest Press representative in England of Christian periodical
literature—once edited by the beloved author of the immortal
hymn—

“Rock of Aces, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee,”

and of many other Evangelical metrical compositions of the
eighteenth century. No lover of sweet Covenant verities will, we
feel assured, fail, at the opening of anew year, to prayerfully make
an effort to strengthen our hands by enlarging the circulation of
our,Gop-honoured ““ FamiLy MacAzINE.”

Crirron, BrisToL, Tae EDITOR.
December 1st, 1909.



