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in haste. Jesus reinterprets those two elements and pronounces the Passover event
a type of foreshadowing of Himself and His ministry.” The wine becomes “a
figure of the blood of Christ that takes away the sin of His people, and the bread
is a figure of His body that is hung on the cross for sinners”.

The Evangelical Press are to be commended for the clear print and the
excellent layout of this study commentary. I'm eagerly looking forward to reading
Volume 2! S.KE.

By Faith: Sermons on Hebrews 11. Thomas Manton. The Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. 698, hardback. £16.50.

Thomas Manton (1620-1677) was ‘unquestionably an outstanding Puritan
minister. A contemporary, Archbishop Ussher of Armagh, called him one of the
best preachers in England of his day. Thankfully, Manton has left a wonderful
legacy to the generations that followed him.

Spurgeon says of Manton’s sermons on Hebrews 11 that they are “exhaustive
— Manton piles up his matter heaps upon heaps”. This volume, containing 65
sermons, shows the thoroughness which characterised Puritan preaching in the
17th century — they stand in marked contrast with much of modern preaching.
Manton on this portion of Scripture will provide an abundance of material which
will greatly help those who desire to delve deeply into the Word.

The Banner of Truth Trust have once again put us in their debt by making
available yet another of Manton’s priceless books. M.H.

Learning in Christ’s School. Ralph Venning. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp- 284, paperback. £2.95.

Ralph Venning was born in Devon in 1621 and studied at Emmanuel College,
Cambridge. He was a lecturer in St. Olave’s Church, Southwark, till forced to
leave by the Act of Uniformity in 1662. He later served as co-pastor of an
independent congregation in London.

“Babes”, “little children”, “young men” and “fathers”, are the four stages
through which the pupils in Christ’s school pass before they enter the “academy
of heaven”. Venning comments on the eagemness of the newborn, the delight of
the little child, the vigour of the young, and the wisdom of the mature from
] Corinthians 3:1-2, Hebrews 5:12-14 and 1 John 2:12-14. He also observes that
“some that are young in years may be fathers in experience and attainments, when
others that are old and aged as to time may be young ‘and raw in knowledge and
practice. Some are only children when they are old and others may be men when
they are young.”

Ralph Venning is not easy reading — his introduction runs to over forty pages —
but the effort will be repaid if the reader takes to heart the teaching of this book.

S.K.E.
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Who are the Puritans . . . and What do they Teach? Erroll Hulse.
Evangelical Press, ISBN 0 852344 44 9. pp. 220, paperback. £7.95.

This volume bears the dubious distinction of being the worst example of book
design this reviewer has seen — this after fourteen years in the print trade, four in
“ book printing. The choice of fonts is particularly awful.

Which is a pity, for the content is well worth reading. Those who know little or
nothing about the Puritans will find a good and quick education.

The Introduction sets out the author’s aim. He lists the problems he sees facing
the Church, and the Puritans are offered for guidance.

Section One is called “The Story of the Puritans”, tracing their roots, with an
historical summary of the period. A few “lives” are sketched. We go through to
the Great Ejection, and the subsequent demise of the Movement.

Section Two is biographical, with twenty-four lives. Two things particularly are
brought out in here — the man as a preacher and as an individual Christian. The
Puritans sought a close, personal walk with God; as pastors encouraged their
charges to do the same. How different might the Church be today if this practice
were copied.

Section Three, “Help from the Puritans”, lists eleven doctrines under threat
today, which the Puritans faced.

There are appendices on related matters, including, bravely, “Were the Puritans
narrow-minded bigots?”, There is some helpful honesty here, which may at times
be lacking from assessments of the Puritans. Footnotes follow; there is an
exhaustive bibliography and an index.

This is a worthy attempt to bring to a wider audience the author’s clear regard
for the Puritans. They may have had their faults; we have worse. We can, and
must, learn from them. EJM
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