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true nature of things. On one occasion when Christ was going to Jerusalem He
said to the disciples “For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be
mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: and they shall scourge him, and
put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again” (Luke 18:32-33). Then you
have a lovely scene of Christ pressing on steadfastly to Jerusalem, for He knew
what He had come into this world to do and how He was going to do it. It was by
the sacrifice of Himself on the Cross, but so often that word comes from our lips
and we do not really grasp what it means.

This is to show what the sufferings and the sacrifice meant, for the Book of
Leviticus — God’s picture book for us — helps us grasp something of what was
entailed in Christ becoming the Saviour of men. If you are unconverted, and have
any notion in your heart that you can ever come to God apart from Christ
crucified, look at Calvary, for that will abolish any such thought from your mind.
If you take all of those relevant passages in the Word of God, New and Old
Testament alike, you will remember how Christ cries out in prophecy in the
Psalms: “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint” (Psalm
22:14); “I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off
the hair” (Isaiah 50:6); “The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah
53:6). Those are not just words, they are the facts of how God would redeem
sinners unto Himself. What is entailed in the sufferings of Christ we can never
fully know. Perhaps in eternity we will be shown the fullness of it, but at the same
time God will have us to know now at least something and here in this place we
are given the spectacle of how God sent His beloved Son to find the sheep which
were lost.

I have no doubt there are many people who would look at those scenes in the
Old Testament days and be appalled by the suffering of dumb animals, as they
might think, for no purpose. God does not inflict pain or suffering on anything,
man or beast, without reason, and the great purpose was to show something of the
sufferings of Christ. Many emotions can be stirred up by the sufferings of brute
creation — very prevalent today in animal rights — but it is amazing there is not one
tear or word of anger against sin that caused the suffering of the Lamb of God.
More thought for dumb animals than for the Son of the living God. This is Moses
writing of the sufferings of Christ and the Holy Spirit of God who gave us His
Word from beginning to end. It is one of those almost anomalous things that we
are able to look at the Cross and know all the shame and yet rejoice. That is how
God would have it because He says, “that no flesh should glory in his presence”
(1 Corinthians 1:29). If we will be saved, it is in the way that God gives, through
the sufferings and death of His beloved Son.

ORDERED IN ALL THINGS

There is one feature of all those things that took place that I want us to notice —
orderliness. Everything is done orderly, in fact the word keeps recurring
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throughout that chapter as the Lord’s servant writes those things for us. “And
the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in
order upon the fire: And the priests, Aaron’s sons shall lay the parts, the head, and
the fat, in order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar”
(Leviticus 1:7). “And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and
the priest shall lay thern in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the
altar” (Leviticus 1:12). Everything is done orderly and order is more awesome
than chaos.

There are times when an event can strike fear into people, and other occasions
where the silence fills you with awe. In man’s view the Cross is surrounded with
clamour, shouting and crying out. Remember Pontius Pilate. “Pilate saith unto
them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto
him, Let him be crucified. And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done?
But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified” (Matthew 27:22-23).
Then those words of prophecy again, says the Lord: “Many bulls have compassed
me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round” (Psalm 22:12). “And they
passed by the cross wagging their heads and saying, Save thyself, and come down
from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves
with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save” (Mark 15:30-31).
Absolute tumult at the Cross from man’s sight, but from God’s sight it was His
determinate counsel and foreknowledge. God was not overtaken by the Cross, He
ordered it — every step to the Cross and everything around the Cross, and Christ
knew and bowed to that. Remember the corn of wheat must fall to the ground and
die or else it abides alone. After He had said that He lifted up His heart to His
father saying, “Father, save me from this hour but for this cause came I unto this
hour” (John 12:27). When Peter wanted to defend Christ with the sword our Lord
said to him, “the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” (John
18:11). Yes He would drink it because it was all part of the order. From the
beginning to the end of the Bible the thing that dominates is order. When God
called the creation into being He stepped back and saw everything that He had
made and behold it was very good. When He directed the children of Israel to go
to the land of Canaan all the tribes and tents were in their certain places because
God is a God of order.

The Book of the Revelation describes heaven as a place of order with four
square walls, streets and trees growing where they ought to grow and in the
Church of Christ on earth there is a place of order. I abominate the things that go
on today that have turned God’s house into a dance hall and a crazy place. God’s
order was awesome when Christ was delivered up to the death of the Cross and
that is why there is no salvation in any other. If you take a vague look at the Bible
you will think there are many ways of salvation but reading it more seriously, you
will see there is one way of salvation and it is in the death of Jesus Christ the Son
of God, and those that believe shall be saved and those that believe not shall be
damned. That is the order of salvation and damnation.
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Letters to a Wife

JOHN NEWTON

At Sea
27th July, 1754

YOU WILL OBSERVE, I have of late made an alteration in my post-days. Instead
of a few lines, two or three times a week, I now write a whole sheet every
Saturday; and in the choice of a subject, I have an eye to the service of the
following day. Thus I indulge my inclination in writing to you, without breaking
the rule I have, for some time past, prescrlbed to myself: the forenoon of Saturday,
I allow for relaxation; but when I have dined, if no necessary business prevents
me, I endeavour to abstract my mind from worldly concems, and to prepare for
the approaching sabbath.

I now mean to give you some account, how I pass a Sea—Sunday, when I am
favoured with a tolerable frame of mind, and am enabled, by the grace of God, to
obtain some tolerable mastery over the incumbrances of the flesh, and the world,
which, in my best hours, are too prevalent with me.

My evening devotions, when opportunity permits, commence about six o’clock,
the week, and the month round; and I am, sometimes, engaged a full hour, or more,
in prayer and praise, without any remarkable weariness, or repetition. You furnish
me with much subject for both. On a Saturday evening, in particular, I beg a
blessing upon your Sunday, upon your public worship, and retirement. And as I
know, that where you are, you are unavoidably exposed to trifling company, to
whom all days are alike, I pray that you may be shielded from their evil influence.’
I have likewise to pray for others; for our friends; for many of them by name, and
according to the knowledge I have of their circumstances; and extend my petitions
to the general state of the world, that they who are strangers to the Gospel, in which
I have found so much peace, may be brought to the knowledge of it; and that they
who neglect, and despise it, as I once did, may, like me, obtain mercy. When these,
and other points, are gone over, and my praises offered, for our temporal and
spiritual blessings, and likewise, my repeated confessions of the sins of my
childhood, youth, and advanced years, as they occur to my remembrance, you will
not wonder, than an hour is elapsed. The remainder of the evening, T pass in
ruminating on the mercies of the preceding week; the subjects of my reading, or
whatever I can pick useful self-conference from.

I'usually rise at four, on a Sunday morning. My first employ, is to beg a blessing
upon the day, for us both; for all, who, like you, are preparing to wait upon God
in public, and for all, who, like myself, are, for a time, excluded from that
privilege. To this, succeeds a serious walk upon deck. Then I read two or three
select chapters. At breakfast, I eat and drink, more than I talk; for I have no one
here, to join in such conversation, as I should then choose. At the hour of your
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going to church, I attend you in my mind, with another prayer; and at eleven
o’clock, the ship’s bell rings my own little congregation about me. To them I read
the morning service, according to the Liturgy. Then I walk the deck, and attend
my observation, as we call it; that is, to know, by the sun (if it shines) at noon, the
_ latitude the ship is in. Then comes dinner. In the afternoon, I frequently take a nap,
for half an hour; if not, I read, or write in a book, I keep for that purpose. I wait
-upon you again to church, in the afternoon, and convene my ship’s company, as
in the morning. At four o’clock, I drink tea, which recruits my spirits for the
evening. Then another scripture lesson, and a walk, brings six o’clock, which, I
have told you, is my hour for stated prayer. I remember you then again, in the
most particular manner, and, in trust that you are still preserved in safety, for me,
I endeavour to praise the Lord for His goodness, so long vouchsafed to us.

But alas, when I look back, upon a day spent in this manner, I cannot express
how much I have to mourn over, and be ashamed of, at night. Oh! The
wanderings, and faintness, of my prayers; the distraction of my thoughts; the
coldness of my heart, and the secret workings of pride, which debase, and corrupt,
my best services. In short, every thing is wrong. But I remember, that I am not
under the law, but under grace. I rely on the promised mediation of my Saviour;
renounce my own poor performances, and implore mercy, in His name, and for
His sake only, and that sets all to rights. I need no one to pronounce an absolution
to me; I can tell myself, that my sins are forgiven me, because I know in whom I
have believed. This leads me to praise and adore Him, that I was born in an age,
and country, favoured with the light of the Gospel; when there are miilions of my
species, who have neither the means of grace, nor the hope of glory; and farther,
that I have been called out, from the unhappy apostasy, and licentiousness, and
misery, into which I had plunged myself; when many thousands, who never
offended to the degree I have, are either suffered to go on, from bad to worse, till
there is no hope, or are cut off by a stroke, and sink into endless misery, in a
thoughtless moment! Lord, not unto me, but Thee be the praise. It was wholly the
effect of Thy grace; for Thou would’st be found of me, when I had not the least
inclination to seek Thee! :

Though I have given you this account, chiefly of my passing a Sunday, it will in
the main, serve for the history of any day, in any week, since I left St. Christopher’s.
It is thus I am enabled, ardently as I love you, to support your absence, without
impatience; though a reunion to you, such as our two former, includes all I can wish,
as to temporals. And I trust, He who has brought me safely, over two-thirds of the
ocean, that was lately between us, will do the rest, in His own good hour. And, in the
mean while, blessed be His name, my time does not hang heavy upon my hands. I
trust you choose Him for your portion also. Thus we shall bear separation better, and
be more happy when together, than formerly. And when we are called finally to part
(as, sooner or later, we must) He will strengthen us, according to the day of our
trouble, and will assuredly unite us again, to unspeakable advantage; and place us
beyond the reach, of every trial, and every evil.
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Who Determines the Text
of Scripture?
EDWARD A. POWELL (Trinity Church, Hollywood, USA)

IF MAN PICKS the Scriptures then he is essentially Romanist in his theology.
Rome makes no bones about the fact that the Roman Church has authority over
what constitutes God’s revelation to man. The “Church” came first and it must
decide God’s revelation and hence its interpretation. Rome likes to show the
results of Protestantism’s failure to agree on what text constitutes the Scriptures
since we have come up with eighty-eight different “bibles” since the Reformation,
based upon numerous variant texts.

There are three essentials necessary for the determination of what is the Word
of God to man.

Inspiration

First, there is the necessity of inspiration. Everyone believes in this necessity.
When the Hindu speaks with authority he does so based upon his participation in
the being of God. As one who shares God’s essence or nature he can reveal God’s
will to us just as with the case of Rome or the charismatic. The Protestant,
however, believes that God’s revelation is covenantal and is legal rather than
metaphysical. Such revelation is recorded for the purpose of manifesting man’s
ethical rebellion, need for legal redemption from such rebellion, the covenantal
promise of redemption, and the fulfilment of that promise. The former idea of
inspiration is for the purpose of revealing to man that he is a participant in the
being of God and that salvation consists of his harmonizing his activities in terms
of this “higher nature”. The latter view sees inspiration as necessary in order that
man can be confronted with his rebellion as a creature and that such inspiration is
necessary because he holds down the truth of God in unrighteousness, etc.

Preservation

Second, there is the requirement of preservation which is also held by everyone.
The Hindu believes in preservation through participation in God’s being. Rome
holds to preservation in the same manner but through the Roman Church.
Inspiration and preservation for both are continuous in history. For Rome this
takes the form of Tradition as continuing inspiration and preservation, such form
also manifesting itself in the charismatic experiences. Protestantism holds that
revelation is preserved as a covenantal instrument, namely the written Word.
Because man does not participate in God’s being he must by necessity have an
objective revelation from God and that revelation must be preserved as a witness
to rebellious man. Furthermore, Protestantism holds that this objective revelation
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is a two-edged sword, either convicting the sinner of his ethical (and not
metaphysical) rebellion against the Lord and His Christ or inciting the sinner to
further rebellion and greater adherence to his own would-be autonomy.

 Immediacy

Third, this revelation must be one of immediacy or constancy (for lack of a better
word). By this is meant that this revelation is near at hand, steadfast in continuing
authority, and available (immediate) to those for whom the revelation is given (in
our case, the true Church). For the Hindu, Romanist, and neo-Protestant, this
immediacy requirement is met because of participation in divinity. The individual,
institutional Church, scholars, et al, are the continuing medium through which the
“Word of God” is at hand for those who wish to have it. Protestantism, however,
holds that immediacy is a condition directly ordained by God as His act of
providence that His objective written Word will be an available witness of the
Lord and His Christ throughout history. As John Owen saw it, preservation is the
guarantee by God that He will have a continuing witness of Himself throughout
history via the written Word. , :

Participation or Providence?

The simple truth is that there are only two basic schools of thought on this issue
of text. One is essentially Romanist and holds that man is a participant in the
being of God and hence is an active participant in the inspiration, preservation,
and immediacy of revelation. And as a participant in revelation he must continue
to alter, amend, add to and subtract from, any and all written revelation that he
may discover, collect, criticize, or formalize, for no revelation can be complete
because he is not complete as a divine being. (Is this Hegel or not?)

The other school of thought is that of the orthodox Protestant. God’s Word to
him is that of an objective revelation that is inspired, preserved, and immediate
because of the providential act of God. This revelation has been formalized by
God and presented to His Church throughout all ages and is not subject to the
judgment of man as to its contents or purpose.

>

Conclusion

In our age what text other than the Textus Receptus (of the New Testament) and
Masoretic Text (of the Old Testament) meets the requirements of inspired,
preserved, and immediate text? What is the difference between Rome’s
presuppositions and those of Westcott and Hort? In addition, what translation in
the English language has been based solely on the Textus Receptus and the
Masoretic Text? (Hint — it isn’t the “New” King James version.)

As the Rev. Mr. Jefferson G. Duckett once said: “The battle for our Churches
is really the battle for our Bibles as translated from the historic revelation of God
in the Textus Receptus and Masoretic Text.”
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Book Reviews

Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. John Bunyan. Evangelical Press,
ISBN 0 852344 38 4. pp. 160, hardback. £6.95.

One of the series Living Classics for Today, this edition of Bunyan’s classic, first
published in 1666, has been presented in a modernised version for today’s readers.
In it Bunyan traces his own spiritual pilgrimage through many trials and
temptations from his youth through conversion to the triumph of God’s grace in
his heart.

Divided into 11 chapters, rather than the familiar numbered paragraphs, the
editor has skilfully and sympathetically updated the language without losing the
impression of hearing Bunyan himself speaking, though the use of the New King
James Version sometimes jars. Whilst a useful biographical sketch of Bunyan is
included, it is a surprising omission that his own preface to the work is not, as
there he explains the reasons why he wrote it and sent it to his people. The book
is well-produced with good print, but marred by the odd typographical error, the
most blatant being a mis-spelling in the heading of chapter 11. In addition the
reviewer’s copy was badly trimmed, requiring frequent use of a paper knife! That
said, it is a worthy and readable modernisation which it is to be hoped will bring
it before a wider audience. J.P.W.

The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want. Timothy J. E. Cross. Ambassador
Publications, ISBN 1 840300 74 4. pp. 72, paperback. £4.95.

This new book offers “some Fresh Insights into Your Favourite Psalm”, pointing
throughout to *“ . . . our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep”. The eleven -
short chapters take the Psalm phrase by phrase, with plentiful sub-headings,
giving useful facts about shepherding in David’s time. These earthly facts are then
shown to point to spiritual facts that the Christian can draw strength from today.

Various versions of the Psalm are used: the title is from the Scottish Psalter’s
metrical version; the front cover shows (albeit faintly) the A.V.; chapter headings
and other references are R.S.V. To add to the variety the book ends with a stock
Latin phrase. Many people do not have even a nodding acquaintance with Latin,
so why not put it in English? There is a bibliography and a list with brief details
of six other books by the author.

Although the price is rather high for a small book, the book provides a useful
framework for lessons or Bible study, as well as for private reading. GFHH

Abraham Kuyper. God’s Renaissance Man. James E. McGoldrick.
Evangelical Press, ISBN 0 852344 46 5. pp. 320, paperback. £8.95.

This new study of the life and work of Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) deals with
1 Dutch Reformed theologian who also became Prime Minister at the head of a
Reformed-Roman Catholic government in 1901. As an exponent and defender of
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orthodox Christianity, Kuyper stands among the giants of the faith. He called all
Christians to apply their faith to the whole of life and to proclaim the kingship of
Christ over all creation.

Kuyper was converted through the testimony of orthodox believers in his first
. congregation as their pastor. He regularly read Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian
" Religion at the suggestion of one of them. During his second pastorate at Utrecht
he initiated a struggle to reform the National Church which lasted until 1886.
Then he and a large number of orthodox believers withdrew from it to preserve
the Reformed faith.

He believed that a daily Christian newspaper was essential to expound the
cause of orthodox Christianity and to preserve the Reformed community in
Holland.

In 1874 Kuyper left his pastorate in Amsterdam to enter politics. He regarded
Christian education as a necessity to free Christians from dependence upon state
schools, where humanism was taught. Reformed believers have a responsibility to
provide education in truth. If the state would not do this, Christians would have
to establish their own schools.

Kuyper believed that modernism is an anti-Christian system of theology and
that only Calvinism has the strength to combat modernism effectively.

Kuyper’s doctrine of presumed regeneration — that it occurs before infant
baptism — is not in agreement with Reformed theology.

This is a well-produced and readable book. Scripture quotations are from the
New International Version. B.G.F.

Exodus Volume 1 (An EP Study Commentary). John D. Currid.
Evangelical Press. pp. 415, hardback. £14.95.

At last a substantial and readable commentary on the book of Exodus by a living
Reformed writer! Drawing on his lectures from Exodus at the Reformed
Theological Seminary at Jackson in Mississippi and expositions he has given to
two Presbyterian congregations in the USA, the author comments on Exodus
1-18 in eighteen chapters. These chapters are broken down into smaller sections,
each one ending with some pointed application.

Currid, a Hebrew scholar, tells us that “the entire translation is mine”, and
explains his reasons for writing: “I have written this text for the Church. I
especially hope that pastors will use it for sermon preparation and others for Bible
study preparation and personal study.” I derived much profit from this book in my
daily reading through Exodus — so the author has achieved his third aim.

There are many striking links between the text of Exodus and the New
Testament; for example, in Exodus 12. “Every Passover meal included two
elements: wine and unleavened bread. The wine symbolized the blood of the lamb
that was shed for the Israelites to protect them from the avenging angel. The bread
signified the bread that the Hebrews carried on their backs when they left Egypt
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in haste. Jesus reinterprets those two elements and pronounces the Passover event
a type of foreshadowing of Himself and His ministry.” The wine becomes “a
figure of the blood of Christ that takes away the sin of His people, and the bread
is a figure of His body that is hung on the cross for sinners”.

The Evangelical Press are to be commended for the clear print and the
excellent layout of this study commentary. I'm eagerly looking forward to reading
Volume 2! S.KE.

By Faith: Sermons on Hebrews 11. Thomas Manton. The Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. 698, hardback. £16.50.

Thomas Manton (1620-1677) was ‘unquestionably an outstanding Puritan
minister. A contemporary, Archbishop Ussher of Armagh, called him one of the
best preachers in England of his day. Thankfully, Manton has left a wonderful
legacy to the generations that followed him.

Spurgeon says of Manton’s sermons on Hebrews 11 that they are “exhaustive
— Manton piles up his matter heaps upon heaps”. This volume, containing 65
sermons, shows the thoroughness which characterised Puritan preaching in the
17th century — they stand in marked contrast with much of modern preaching.
Manton on this portion of Scripture will provide an abundance of material which
will greatly help those who desire to delve deeply into the Word.

The Banner of Truth Trust have once again put us in their debt by making
available yet another of Manton’s priceless books. M.H.

Learning in Christ’s School. Ralph Venning. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp- 284, paperback. £2.95.

Ralph Venning was born in Devon in 1621 and studied at Emmanuel College,
Cambridge. He was a lecturer in St. Olave’s Church, Southwark, till forced to
leave by the Act of Uniformity in 1662. He later served as co-pastor of an
independent congregation in London.

“Babes”, “little children”, “young men” and “fathers”, are the four stages
through which the pupils in Christ’s school pass before they enter the “academy
of heaven”. Venning comments on the eagemness of the newborn, the delight of
the little child, the vigour of the young, and the wisdom of the mature from
] Corinthians 3:1-2, Hebrews 5:12-14 and 1 John 2:12-14. He also observes that
“some that are young in years may be fathers in experience and attainments, when
others that are old and aged as to time may be young ‘and raw in knowledge and
practice. Some are only children when they are old and others may be men when
they are young.”

Ralph Venning is not easy reading — his introduction runs to over forty pages —
but the effort will be repaid if the reader takes to heart the teaching of this book.

S.K.E.
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Who are the Puritans . . . and What do they Teach? Erroll Hulse.
Evangelical Press, ISBN 0 852344 44 9. pp. 220, paperback. £7.95.

This volume bears the dubious distinction of being the worst example of book
design this reviewer has seen — this after fourteen years in the print trade, four in
“ book printing. The choice of fonts is particularly awful.

Which is a pity, for the content is well worth reading. Those who know little or
nothing about the Puritans will find a good and quick education.

The Introduction sets out the author’s aim. He lists the problems he sees facing
the Church, and the Puritans are offered for guidance.

Section One is called “The Story of the Puritans”, tracing their roots, with an
historical summary of the period. A few “lives” are sketched. We go through to
the Great Ejection, and the subsequent demise of the Movement.

Section Two is biographical, with twenty-four lives. Two things particularly are
brought out in here — the man as a preacher and as an individual Christian. The
Puritans sought a close, personal walk with God; as pastors encouraged their
charges to do the same. How different might the Church be today if this practice
were copied.

Section Three, “Help from the Puritans”, lists eleven doctrines under threat
today, which the Puritans faced.

There are appendices on related matters, including, bravely, “Were the Puritans
narrow-minded bigots?”, There is some helpful honesty here, which may at times
be lacking from assessments of the Puritans. Footnotes follow; there is an
exhaustive bibliography and an index.

This is a worthy attempt to bring to a wider audience the author’s clear regard
for the Puritans. They may have had their faults; we have worse. We can, and
must, learn from them. EJM
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