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One Saturday Doudney was warned by the Coastguard Service of the
possibility of a massacre of Protestants next day, and all available means were
adopted by way of precaution. He preached on 2 Chronicles 20: 12: "O our God,
wilt thou not judge them? For we have no might against this great company that
cometh against us, neither know we what to do, but our eyes are upon thee."
Doudney felt as if he were standing before a doomed people. He read some
passages from Psalm 91 which were particularly refreshing. How timely were
our Lord's words, "fear them not" (Matthew 10:28). He was much comforted by
the lines - " plagues and deaths around me fly,

Till He wills I cannot die,
Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."

Doudney was of a somewhat timid and nervous disposition but his faith never
wavered. He showed remarkable courage, meeting the fear of would-be disasters
with perfect equanimity. It was an act of faith to retire to rest and to commit
oneself and the family to sleep and at early dawn when twilight once more
appeared, Oh how grateful the sight and the words, "I laid me down and slept"
one evening some people were seen grouping on distant hills - many things had
a suspicious aspect. when things were at their most threatening aspect we
remembered "the Lord reigneth." In the goodness of God the emergency passed
and he was able to concentrate on the work to which he had been called.

Printing

In addition to his pastoral and preaching ministry he opened a printing school for
poor boys in 1851 who had little prospect of work. He had long cherished the wish
to reprint nine thick quarto volumes of Dr. Gill's commentary. He mentioned the
matter to the Gospel Magazine, only to meet with considerable discouragement.
one friend spoke of it as a perilous undertaking. However he persevered, went to
London and purchased type, presses and materials for a printing establishment.
Three compositors and one pressman were engaged in the work to instruct and
teach the boys.

The project was violently attacked in the RC press, and materials had scarcely
landed at waterford when the press opened its deadly attack on the project.
Several boys were trained in the art of compositing, and paid from 3 shillings to
12 shillings per week. The work on Dr. Gill's commentary took two years,
twenty-five tons of paper being used to produce two thousand five hundred sets
of six volumes each. This was a remarkable feat considering the isolation of
Bonmahon and the workforce available. It involved Doudney in much hard work
and gave him much anxiety. on one occasion he worked as late as 3 a.m. on the
particular task in hand.

This was followed by two thousand five hundred copies of Gill's serrnons on
Canticles, five thousand copies of Hawker's Morning and Evening portions,
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Harts' Hymns and Rutherford's Letters. Among the books I greatly prize is a
copy of Hawkes Portions which was printed at Bonmahon. The preface reads:
"It will be gratifying to the believing reader to reflect that in a very retired village
on the sea coast oflreland where the darkness, superstition and bigotry ofpopery
prevail to an almost inestimable degree, an edition of five thousand copies of this
invaluable work has passed through the press. May this new edition go forth
under the gracious unction and approval of a covenant God and Father in
Christ Jesus." The Gospel Magazine was printed in Bonmahon for between four
and five years. The illustrated periodical was commenced in the Industrial School
in Bonmahon.

An Infant School

In 1852 the children were poor and half clad. Porridge and later wheat, and
skimmed milk was provided. However no undue influence was used to get the
children to attend. This effort exposed him to increased opposition from the
priests. The press teemed with protests. Priestly antagonism was never far away.

Panonage

It was inconvenient to reside a distance from the scene ofhis labours, so he used
the profit from printing Gill's Commentary, a good site was obtained and a house
built costing f1,100.

Emigration

Six young people were helped to go to Canada and begin a new life.

More Persecution

. . . arose in 1857 in the locality of Bonmahon. An RC man attended Doudney's
meetings and hid behind a curtain so that he might not be seen and yet hear the
message. When it was realised he dared not stay in Ireland for fear of his life, he
was sent to London. All the blame was laid on Doudney who received a series of
threats and messages. He was burned in efftgy and received anonymous letters,
one of which read: "Mr. Doudney, have your coffin made and your grave dug for
our hands will wash in your blood. Your well wisher, an ignorant Irishman."

Doudney lived in an srea where col"d blooded murders
. . were being constantly perpetuated. "It was really alarming,,, he wrote, ,,to

lean out of the windows on a moonlit night or an early summer's morning,
and see as we have seen, strange and villainous looking men prowling about
the house. small alarms under such circumstances become magnified, e.g. the
barking of a dog or some unusual noise." Doudney had to contend with
positive threats to his life, not just what were known as altar denunciations by the
local priest.

;
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Return to England

Indications were not wanting that the time had come to relinquish the work in
Bonmahon. One of the reasons for leaving Ireland was that the Industrial
School could only be maintained by a continual supply of work, and work was
hard to obtain. wages and rent amounted to f2,000 per annum - a large sum in
those days.

. To BE Cor,trtwunn o

_ a _

Book Reviews
Lights Shining in the Darkness - Men of Faith. peter Jeffery. Evangelical press.
pp. 128. f5.95. ISBN 0 85234 505 4.

This is a book about church history and it briefly introduces the lives of eleven outstanding
Christians in chronological order from Athanasius and Augustine through Wyclyffe, Luthei
Tyndale, Cromwell, etc., to Nettleton and Finney. All of them being men who Peter Jeffery has
always been interested in. He says most Christians know the names through hearing them
when mentioned in sermons but that is as far as it goes. His object is to whet readers appetites
so that they will be encouraged to go on and read more for themselves. The men he has chosen
had a passionate love for the Lord and His Word and were willing to take on the w'orld in the
name of christ and all believers would profit from knowing more about these men.

Peter Jeffery makes his work very interesting but he has undertaken quite a task in
encouraging people to read at a time when reading as a pastime is in serious decline.
Nevertheless he is to be commended in his objective because if we do not leam about the
past we are bound to make the same mistakes in the future. Also we are lesser Christian
people for not making the effort to find out and we remain impoverished and miss out on so
much blessing.

As to where readers should go next to discover information in depth they could do worse
than follow the author's own references; i.e. Arnold Dallimore, Iain Murray, Loraine Boettner,
S. M. Houghton, to mention a few Christian writers known to me. Lady Antonia Fraser's
Cromwell our Chief of Men is a massive work but worth it for such as wouldmaster the English
Civil War period and make up their own mind as to whether Cromwell was just a despoilir of
churches or a master statesman.

It is to be hoped that Peter Jeffery is well rewarded in his task and that many wi1 be
encouraged to read more deeply into the lives of the men in this book. Scripture quotations are
from the NIV unless otherwise indicated. 

T.M.B.

Let's Study fohn. Mark Johnston. The Banner of rruth rrust. pp. 301. paperback. t6.95.
tsBN 0 85151 833 8.

This book is part of a series designed to explain and apply the Message of Scripture. (ler's
Study Hebrews, another book in the series was reviewed in the September-October 2002
Gospel Magazine).
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It seeks to combine explanation and application and is intended to be helpful to ordinary
Christian people by encouraging them to understand the Message of the Bible and to apply it
to their own lives. It divides the Gospel of John rnto 26 weekly studies and is designed for
group study in Sunday School classes, or home, church or college groups and has a study guide
at the back of the book. We tried it in our home for a husband/wife daily devotion but found
the comments a little too long for our purposes. I found it more suitable for personal study.

It is a refreshing book. The author says there are two ways to appreciate an art gallery. You
can either do a swift tour, surveying all it contains, or else you can select a number of key
exhibits and spend a longertime appreciating in detail the beauty ofeach one. This illustration
helps us to answer the first question that arises when we start reading St. John's Gospel. Why
is it different from Matthew Mark and Luke? Because it has certain traits that set it apart from
the other three. John is selective when choosing the details he records about Christ and
His work. John records only eight parables out of thirty-five and focuses more on key sermons
and discourses.

Mark Johnston is the Minister of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, and a trustee of the Banner of
Truth Trust and author of several books. The Scripture portion for each study is given at the
head of each chapter and The English Standard Version of the Scriptures is used. It is a nice
book to handle, good value for money and I recommend it. 

T.M.B.

Lct's Study Acfs. Dennis E. Johnson. The Banner ofrruth rrust. pp. 371, paperback. f6.95.
r sBN 0  85 r51  834  6 .

This is a further volume in the Let's Study seies, aimed at the discerning reader of the Bible
rather than the student of theology, but containing sufficient comment and information
profitable to either.

The book is divided into 70 chapters, each opening with the study passage in the English
Standard Version Bible text. Then follows a comment in the style of Bible reading notes, but
with much more detailed information than the notes would provide. More often than not there
is also an application to challenge the reader to more effective Christian living. The book
comes in a handy size, is well bound with a wipe-clean cover and has good clear print.

Thirteen sets of group study questions are provided also, along with a list of suggested
further reading. I found the studies clearly explained and well-presented and recommend
this book. 

R.S.

Preaching Christ: the Heart of Gospet Ministry. Charles P. Mcllvaine. The Banner of
Truth Trust. pp. 86, paperback. f4.50. ISBN 0 85151 831 l

First published in 1863, this Banner of Truth edition was published this year. It is a book in
two parts: the original by the author occupies 65 pages, followed by an appendix of 20 pages
of a sermon by C. H. Spurgeon in 1861 on the text of Acts 5:42 entitled The Subjecl of
Apostolic Preaching.

Mcllvaine's part is set in good-sized print with generous line spacing and is a delight to read.
The appendix is in clear but smaller print with closer line spacing. The publisher's foreword
gives a brief but helpful outline of Mcllvaine's career.

The title of the book makes clear the author's pu{pose in addressing those about to be
ordained, but no reader of this review should turn aside at this point either because he is
experienced in the pulpit or because he does not intend to become a preacher. It would be a

r75
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shame if the laity or clergy were to ignore this book; the reading of it should help to raise their
expectations of, and set a standard for, what is preached.

In five chapters the author starts with how the apostles preached; through how the Church
since has often failed in preaching Christ; how to correct various types of failure; and finally
the qualifications needed for preaching Christ. The points he makes are supported by scriptural
evidence using the A.V. He lays emphasis on Jesus Christ "as the root and foundation out of
which our whole ministry proceeds" (page 8); he is a strong advocate of the balance of
proportion in preaching (page l4); he warns against the "wisdom ofwords" as a substitute for
preaching "the simple gospel in its own simplicity" (page l8); and he insists that no man can
preach Christ in His fullness "without a personal experience ofthe preciousness ofChrist" to
his own soul (page 63). "He will preach best who loves most."

A short book, but with much to digest together with Spurgeon's sermon on the same theme,
and thoroughly recommended for clergy and laity of all ages. 

G.F.H.H.

Life After Death. DickPerfect. Rhos Llyn Christian Centre, Penparc, Cardigan, West Wales
SA43 2AB. pp. 39, paperback. Price not known. ISBN 187 446 18 038.

The nine chapters in this introductory handbook seek to take us through this important area of
Christian thought. The gathering of the texts and weaving into a presentation of the theme is
done well enough, though the extensive use of the Good News Bible is hardly grounds for
confidence in the accuracy of application of some of the texts.

And here is but the beginning of problems. The author is a premillennial dispensationalist
which, naturally, colours large areas of his presentation. There is a strong literalism [endemic
to dispensationalisml applied to many of the texts referring to the afterlife where, one might
suggest, metaphor is being used. Indeed this literalism pervades and to my mind, vitiates much
of the book. The Holy Trinity is placed at the centre of the universe; there are at least three
heavens as well as a place above the heavens where Jesus now is. The author is convinced the
Lord is using other planets, either to keep Satan in the abyss, or from which to send angelic
visitors to earth by teleportation.

There is one earth-like planet in particular, astronomers have found, which is 30,000 light
years away. It was discovered by gravitational microlensing and it is from which, presumably,
these angelic visitors have come. That there is a planet is not the question. The Wise
observatory in Tel-Aviv, for example, records such finds, but the comment becomes
tendentious when quoted like this. There are no sources given, indeed the only two
"authorities" quoted are Vine and Schofield.

Despite the warm and encouraging comments found in the book, the excessive literalism
renders it dubious, and in fact, might well take the unwary Christian down unhealthy bypaths.

J.D.

AII of Grace: An Earnest word with those seeking salvatian c. H. spurgeon.
Christian Heritage. pp. 125, paperback. f4.99. ISBN | 81167 62j 4.

This small but "catchy" title for the serious reader/enquirer opens up a treasure house of
thought which leads into the inroads of Spurgeon's beliefs in faith and justification. The whole
book can be divided into four distinct sections, each consisting of short chapters which in order
explains how the guilty can be treated as if free from offence or sin, which is a way of saying
that "salvation is for the undeserving". Furthermore the law is depicted as being the remedy
for the self-righteous and the gospel is for the lost.
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As the middle chapters unfold, there is the theme of salvation through vicarious sacrifice
with the motif of the first and second Adam signified; i.e. the just for the unjust to make
reconciliation with God.

In the later chapter a somewhat detailed analysis of faith unfolds. This begins with a
description of how "spiritual health" is dependent on "being holy" and how justification is to
be followed by sanctification to effect complete salvation. The action of Christ in the life of
the sinner is dealt with under three headings: 1. Removal of penalty of sin; 2. Removal of
power of sin; 3. Removal of presence of sin.

Transformation is seen as being through the work of the Holy Spirit where the "heart of
stone is to be replaced by the heart of the flesh" - in other words, to those who receive Jesus.
He gives them the power to become the "sons of God".

There is then a brief discourse on the nature and power of grace which is seen in vivid terms
as the "engine which drives the soul with great emotive power". The concluding section gives
illustrations of faith as it being root of obedience, possessor of knowledge, the channel of
grace, receiver of salvation as to it being the link between man and God in that it works through
love and creates peace andjoy.

All in all, a "treasure house of carefully-mastered diction" which is easily understood due to
its simplicity. Though not a reference tool, it rather stimulates the reader to think for himself
the meaning and interpretation of faith as being the gift of God. p.L.W.

An analysis of Herman Witsius's - The Economy of the Covenants, D. patrick
Ramsey and Joel R. Beeke. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 105. f7.99.ISBN 1 857927223.

The book is divided into two sections - a biography of Witsius's life and ministry, and a
summary of his great works on the Economy of the Covenants.

Herman Witsius's writings were regarded as standard works in his day, and this summary will
bring their importance into the 21st century. With a singular lack of "covenant preaching" today,
it is a welcome publication to generate an understanding ofthese great biblical doctrines.

The main work is divided into four books, and an easy to read summary forms the major
part of this analysis. Book one deals with covenants in general while the second book majors
on the covenant of grace. The third volume explains the covenant with the elect, and lastly the
fourth book reviews the doctrine of salvation in the Old Testament.

Preachers and teachers will find these summaries excellent material for sermons and Bible
studies. p.K.

Faith: What it is and what it leads to. C. H. Spurgeon. Christian Heritage. pp.72,
paperback. f3.99; ISBN 0 90673 155 0.

From the outset, the author admits that there is great difficulty defining faith, though in its most
simple form, it is not so difficult to identify. Throughout the whole work, the author takes an
objective view, in that the approach to God is through the "incamate Son" who obtains a full,
perfect atonement. Furthermore the whole idea of "substitutory atonement" is put forward in

\ that the attention ofthe believer is centred upon Christ who, as dying and dead and rising from

I the dead, ascends on high to plead in His heavenly ministry. Thus the sin of the people as
I imputed in Christ - the just for unjust is explained in its classical form.

I The approach of the sinner is put in a straightforward manner and "faith in Christ" is almost
I reckoned as a commandment. Belief in God is the familiar chord sounded throughout so
I rendering man no longer a sinner in the eyes of God.
I

I
I
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Justification is seen as a continuous process which stretches throughout a lifetime - indeed
for all etemity! It is to be nothing partial, nor limited but complete with perfect forgiveness.
The trail of faith is seen as a strength and test whereby the steadfastness of God is maintained
through "highs and lows of life".

The plight ofthe ungodly is seen as being due to their own deserving whereas in the case of
the believer the course of sufferings is not recognised as a punishment but as an "act of love"
since he is outside of the Law but instead under "grace". However, there is an anxious note
sounded in that all should walk the ways of the Lord and not look upon sin lightly.

Towards the end of the book, the understanding of the note of faith is unravelled in that the
relationship with Christ and the believer is, sealed in that "he is complete in Christ and perfect
in Christ". Some then are not subjected to God's anger in ajustification sense, but due to grace,
there is sanctification, standing complete in blood and righteousness of Christ.

On a final note, the author reminds the reader that basic humility is probably the greatest of
the Christian's hallmarks, standing as a'Justified sinner".

The work should appeal to a very wide audience, with the final note struck on "preaching
the gospel to every creature" according to scriptural command. p.L.W.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to suppl! your requbements.

GARF
The Gospel Advocate Relief Fund

ln 1878, A. J. Baxter, a gif ted and energetic pastor in the seaside town of Eastbourne, began a
fund to help needy Gospel Ministers. Today, this fund, known as GARF (fhe Gospel Advocate
Relief Fund) has supporters in various parts of England and Scotland. Beneficiaries are ministers
and their widows in f inancial need who uphold the doctr ines of Free Grace. (urrently they are
dotted around England. CARF is a registered <harity and i ts business is managed by a imall
committee which meets ouarterlv.

Over the years much has changed, but the committee continue to hear of preachers in small
churches, or doing pioneering work, who have to exist on very meagre salaries. This year marks
the rz5th anniversary and 6ARF are seeking to know God's wil l  for what may be future.

They have been encouraged in various ways recently, part icularly at their AGM in May
>.ooz. when Pastor craham Thrussel l  (providence chapel, (hichester), preached from
r (orinthians 9 under the t i t le "The Cospel Advocate's Ne(essity,, in which he addressed three
of the necessit ies which the true Gospel Advocate wil l  or might have to face, namely to give of.
die for and preach the GosPel. He drew several paral lels with the apostle paul and enco-uraged
GARF to continue in their high cal l ing and honour to supply the wants of Cospel Advocates. ihe
2oo3 AcM was held at Eastbourne on Friday, r6th May, when pastor Graham (hewter of
Bedford oreached.

The committee are hopeful doors may be opened to hold more public meetings to celebrate
to the glory of God His maintenance of the fund throughout 125 years, to promore awareness
of the work and encourage the Lord's people to support the fund. 6ARF wil l  be pleased to hear
f rom any  churches  w i l l i ng  to  cons ider  ho ld ing  such a  meet ing .

Al l  readers are invited to send for a free copy of " lntroducing GARF" from the secretary,
ro Ryefield (lose, Eastbourne, East Sussex BNzr Do, Telephone o132j 5o716g. E-mail:
davidcottington@onetel. net.uk




