






















































































178 The Gospel Magazine

Justification is seen as a continuous process which stretches throughout a lifetime — indeed
for all eternity! It is to be nothing partial, nor limited but complete with perfect forgiveness.
The trail of faith is seen as a strength and test whereby the steadfastness of God is maintained
through “highs and lows of life”.

The plight of the ungodly is seen as being due to their own deserving whereas in the case of
the believer the course of sufferings is not recognised as a punishment but as an “act of love”
since he is outside of the Law but instead under “grace”. However, there is an anxious note
sounded in that all should walk the ways of the Lord and not look upon sin lightly.

Towards the end of the book, the understanding of the note of faith is unravelled in that the
relationship with Christ and the believer is, sealed in that “he is complete in Christ and perfect
in Christ”. Some then are not subjected to God’s anger in a justification sense, but due to grace,
there is sanctification, standing complete in blood and righteousness of Christ.

On a final note, the author reminds the reader that basic humility is probably the greatest of
the Christian’s hallmarks, standing as a “justified sinner”.

The work should appeal to a very wide audience, with the final note struck on “preaching
the gospel to every creature” according to scriptural command. PL.W.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.

GARF

The Gospel Advocate Relief Fund

In 1878, A. ). Baxter, a gifted and energetic Pastor in the seaside town of Eastbourne, began a
fund to help needy Gospel Ministers. Today, this fund, known as GARF (The Gospel Advocate
Relief Fund) has supporters in various parts of England and Scotland. Beneficiaries are ministers
and their widows in financial need who uphold the doctrines of Free Grace. Currently they are
dotted around England. GARF is a registered charity and its business is managed by a small
committee which meets quarterly.

Over the years much has changed, but the committee continue to hear of preachers in small
churches, or doing pioneering work, who have to exist on very meagre salaries. This year marks
the 125th anniversary and GARF are seeking to know God's will for what may be future.

They have been encouraged in various ways recently, particularly at their AGM in May
2002, when Pastor Graham Thrussell (Providence Chapel, Chichester), preached from
1 Corinthians 9 under the title “The Gospel Advocate’s Necessity” in which he addressed three
of the necessities which the true Gospel Advocate will or might have to face, namely to give of,
die for and preach the Gospel. He drew several parallels with the apostle Paul and encouraged
GARF to continue in their high calling and honour to supply the wants of Gospel Advocates. The
2003 AGM was held at Eastbourne on Friday, 16th May, when Pastor Graham Chewter of
Bedford preached.

The committee are hopeful doors may be opened to hold more public meetings to celebrate
to the glory of God His maintenance of the fund throughout 125 years, to promote awareness
of the work and encourage the Lord’s people to support the fund. GARF will be pleased to hear
from any churches willing to consider holding such a meeting.

All readers are invited to send for a free copy of “Introducing GARF” from the secretary,
10 Ryefield Close, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 2XJ. Telephone 01323 507168. E-mail:
davidcottington@onetel.net.uk






