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The Knot — and What is Not!

An examination of the essential differences between
Marriage and Cohabitation

R MURCOTT, LL.B. {Douglas, Isle of Man)

1. INTRODUCTION

THERE is a serious and unprecedented spiritual and moral crisis in the nation.
Family life, as it was once understood, is undergoing such a rapid and profound
change that, according to a recent report of the Family Policy Studies Centre,
policy makers are scarcely able to keep abreast of the developments.! There is not
only a colossal and ongoing breakdown of marriage, but its very institution is in
decline. “Love and marriage now as dated as a horse and carriage” ran the
headline in The Times on 14th June 1995, reporting that first marriages had fallen
from 340,000 in 1970 to 182,000 in 1993, the lowest figure since 1889, when the
population was just over half the present size. By 2001, the rate for first marriages
had become one third of the 1971 figure.2 On the other hand, by 1993 the number
of single women, who had never been married, and who were cohabiting, had
risen to three times the 1979 figure. The figures for children born out of wedlock
have shown a similar startling change. In the 1850s, when statistics were first
published, they were 6% of the total births. By 1964 the figure was 7.2%, rising
to 10% in 1970, and to 30% in 1990. By 2002, the figure was just under 40%.2

Meanwhile, The Daily Express ran a series of articles on the decline of the _
family, reporting that the national statistics confirmed that the number of lone
parent families was increasing.3 Nor has this been a purely a British phenomenon,
as several studies show. For example, a news report in The Evangelical Times in
October 1998 revealed that “Almost half of all Australians will never marry
according to recent statistics. For those who do, wedlock is unlikely to last more
than three years”.

Leaving aside statistics, there can be few people, if any, who from their own
observations can be unaware of these trends. Time was when cohabitation was
very unusual; and those engaging in such a thing would have been very coy at
admitting it.# It is not so today. As public attitudes have mellowed, some more
readily than others, so has the law. Thus the courts would no longer take the
attitude of the Court of Appeal in 1959, which held that a woman could not claim
an interest in a home of a man, with whom she had been living, by pointing to an
agreement that they should buy it as a joint venture. It was “doomed to failure,
because such a contract would be unenforceable as founded on an immoral
consideration”.5

So fundamental and far-reaching are the changes that Christians cannot ignore
them, and they ought to evaluate them, to determine their own responses —
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whether at the church, or at a personal level. Relevant issues include: how is
cohabitation to be defined, given the transient nature of such relationships? What
is the advice to be given to a cohabitant who has come into saving faith? Ought
such a person to continue with the relationship, or to abandon it?

Do the circumstances have any bearing on the matter — such as the length of
the relationship, the birth of a child, or the degree of commitment, financial or
otherwise? Ought the parties to get married? Should they repent of what they have
done? Or are the cohabitants to be regarded, at least in certain circumstances, to
all intents and purposes as married, even though marriage is the status that they
have specifically rejected? In other words, is cohabitation, as some seem to think,
to be regarded as simply marriage without rings, publicly exchanged promises
and a piece of paper?

The answer to these questions in turn depends on one’s understanding of
marriage and of how it is created. Are the exchange of promises and the various
other requirements, such as registration, to be regarded, from the Christian
perspective, as ultimately mere formalities? Is the sin, if there is one, not
" fornication at all, but rather of a failure to abide by the procedural rules of
the state? If so, what exactly is fornication, which is condemned throughout
Scripture?°

These are the essential questions that this paper seeks to address. In doing so,
it will examine both the current and the historical state of the law, as well as
Scripture. The former cannot sensibly be ignored, since there are an increasing
number of references to, together with some fundamental misunderstandings
about, the concept of the “common law” spouse. Moreover, whilst the majority of
material, written for Christians in particular, deals in great depth with the
breakdown of marriage, there is very little that this writer has seen that
investigates the question: what exactly is it?

These are difficult and emotive issues. Therefore, may the following spirit
guide these pages: “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest
thou also be tempted.”’ \

2. RADICALLY DIFFERENT

In order to understand more fully the reason why marriage appears to be in decline,
together with the accompanying dramatic increase in cohabitation, we need to

examine briefly the fundamental changes in society over the past few decades. .

There are obvious factors, such as a vast increase in divorce;3 but there are other
influences at work. Reference should be made to the devastating assault in the
mass media over the past three decades upon every known standard of decency.
Words such as “obscene” or “blasphemous” have been largely drained of all
meaning. Account must be taken of the pernicious influence of these developments
upon sex education materials from the so-called “safe sex” campaign that
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originated in the 1980s, under which banner virtually anything now seems
to go. The disastrous effect upon children in particular must be incalculable; yet
there is a remarkable complacency about it amongst many Christians. Finally,
consideration should be given to the change in people’s expectations and lifestyles.
This is a highly materialistic society, which exalts self to a degree hitherto
unknown. Despite protestations to the contrary, many people actually do believe
that money brings happiness; and there are many opportunities for its pursuit. The
concepts of mutual sharing, together with a necessary degree of self-restraint and
the sacrifice of one’s own wants and inclinations to the needs of another, being
essential for a happy, loving and stable marriage, are foreign to today’s rights-
driven society, which has been so assiduously fostered in recent years.

In view of these trends and developments, the biblical pattern of reciprocal
rights and responsibilities, as expounded by the Apostle Paul in the well-known
verses 22 to 33 of Ephesians 5, with respect to the relationship between husbands
and wives, must be regarded by many people today with downright incredulity
and derision: they just cannot comprehend it. As for the idea of submission,
contained in these verses and in Ephesians 5:21, it could not be further removed
from the canons of political correctness, which wield an increasing influence in
today’s society.

The family in crisis

A telling illustration of the philosophy underpinning cohabitation was provided
by the following quotation in a Daily Mail article, entitled “The Family in Crisis™:
“Why should I get married? After all, if I live with someone, I can leave when I
want, can’t [?°9 .

Surely, without prejudice to all the statistical analyses and evaluations of the

current trends, of which many are very illuminating, those few words say
everything. Place them alongside the profound words of the marriage service in
the 1662 Prayer Book, and it will soon become clear that cohabitation is no more
a marriage than chalk is cheese.

Political correctness

However, before we take a look at the essential nature of marriage, let us consider
the phenomenon of political correctness. This is not a side issue, as some may
think, since a number of the attitudes that it seeks to promote (especially amongst
the young) are as anti-Christian as they could be; yet it is making significant
advances. Most people have heard of political correctness, but what is it? From a
Christian perspective, it may be described as the counterfeit of Christian holiness.
It is a generic term that takes beneath its umbrella a number of disparate ideas and
causes that have arisen over the past couple of decades. It employs a number of
subtle strategies, which Christians would do well to recognise and to evaluate.10

Consider the causes it espouses. They range from the obviously worthwhile, to
ongoing petty assaults against the Christian faith,!! right down to those that are
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simply godless. Even where a cause is commendable, it is often pursued in a
questionable manner. Take the elimination of racialism, which is a highly
desirable objective. Some of the ways in which this has been approached have
been totally absurd, doing harm rather than good — such as forbidding requests for
black or white coffee, and other comparable prohibitions! An example of the
unacceptable face of political correctness may be seen in its corrupting influence
upon sex education. It clearly abhors the promotion of marriage: that is why the
expression “partners” has been actively encouraged. Any attempt to promote
sexual abstinence before marriage and fidelity within it has been strongly resisted,
on the grounds that this would represent an unjustifiable imposition of a
moralistic view on others. Some have meekly acquiesced in this, leaving the field
wide open for political correctness to reign supreme.

A new lexicon

Political correctness has devised a new lexicon to accommodate and to obscure
the immorality that it commends and promotes. Thus to engage in pre-marital

" sexual intercourse is known as “choices”. “Responsibility” means the use of

contraception, about which there is a vast amount of information of every
conceivable and inconceivable kind.!2 Any reference to “spouses” is frowned
upon as being discriminatory: the favoured expression is “partners”, which is
all-inclusive. As for “morality”, it still exists, but its meaning has changed. It is
established by posing and answering these somewhat vague and imprecise
questions of a relationship: “Is it stable?” “Is it committed?”” However, one must
not ask, in an objective sense: “Is it right?”

New offences

There are various politically correct offences. A common one is “judgmentalism”.
It is a misconstruction of the much-misquoted Scripture: “Judge not that ye be not
judged”.13 Its politically correct meaning is that one should not distinguish right
from wrong in those areas where such concepts are considered untenable. This
usually, though not always, applies to sexual issues. Moreover, where a person is
accused of acting “judgmentally” to same sex relationships, the charge becomes
more serious: ‘“homophobia”. Notwithstanding its original meaning, which
denoted a rare psychiatric disorder, this now means virtually anything from
bullying or physical assaults (which any right-minded person would condemn)
to supporting the retention of the famous “Section 287,14 or even the faithful
preaching of the Gospel. Thus throughout the debate on whether the law should
continue to prohibit the intentional promotion by local authorities of
homosexuality, the opponents of such a law have frequently and irrelevantly
raised the unrelated questions of bullying, or other forms of abuse. The
implication is that to support “Section 28” is tantamount to encouraging all
manner of threatening and unlawful behaviour. So skilfully has this been done
that it has created some division amongst Christians.
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In 2000, there were reports of a new criminal offence being considered for
introduction in Scotland of an incitement to hatred on the grounds of sexuality.15
More recently, in England the Crown Prosecution Service — together with the
police — is reported to be taking a strong line against “homophobic” and
“transphobic” incidents. The high degree of ambiguity has already been noted;
therefore, bearing in mind that definitions are particularly important within the
criminal justice system, it is a matter for concern that one of the criteria for an
investigation has a strongly subjective element to it: “Any incident perceived to
be homophobic or transphobic by the victim or by any other person.” The Crown
Prosecution Press Office conceded, in answer to a specific enquiry, that if anyone,
- homosexual or otherwise, complained about a Christian booklet or tract
describing homosexual relations as sinful, the police would be duty bound to
investigate it.16

This is the hostile terrain where Christians are called to work, to witness and to
“endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”.!7 There is no room for
complacency.!8

Notes
1. See The Times (27th March 2000): “Fewer Tie the Knot as One-Parent Families Increase.”

2. The Times, 28th June 2002, quoting from the Office for National Statistics, 2001.

3. Daily Express, 20th June 1995. ‘
4. In former days, cohabitation would have been referred to as “living in sin”. It appears that the first reported
instance of this expression being used is in the annual report of the Bath City Mission in 1838: “Front attic, two
aged people living in sin”. (See: The Times, Monday, 5th June 1995, quoting from the 1986 Supplement to the
Oxford Dictionary.)

5. Diwell v Farnes (1959) 2 All ER 379 at 384 and 388, discussed on page 4 of Bromley’s Family Law, 7th
Edition by T. M. Bromley and N. V. Lowe, published by Butterworths (1987).

6. For further discussion on this point, see note 53 (to follow).
7. Galatians 6:1.

8. The statistics for divorce are: 1901 —477; 1931 - 3,800; 1961 — 27,000; and 1991 - 165,000 (Daily Mail, 20th
October 1995: “Can Anything Save the Family?”).

9. The article, which was one of a series on the family, appeared on Thursday, 19th October 1995. Written by
Graham Turner, it included a number of quotations, throwing considerable light on the current attitudes to
cohabitation and marriage. One interviewee, for example, on admitting that she was not very good at
relationships, added: “But anyway, we live in a throwaway society and so, if you feel something isn’t doing you
any good, why not throw it away? That’s the attitude of a lot of women.” Nor, one suspects, is this view confined
to women. The opportunities for evangelism are obvious.

10. For example, multi-faith religious education in schools is particularly favoured, as is the modern tendency
to refer to “faith leaders”, “faith communities” and to “faith schools”. Sadly such political correct-speak is to be
found in some Christian journals, too. How far removed this all is from “I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ” (Romans 1:16).

11. Instances proliferate to such an extent that no one should be surprised at anything. The London Borough of
Tower Hamlets, Wolverhampton, York, Wakefield and Liverpool, are reported to have banned the serving of hot
cross buns in their schools. Some textbooks have replaced the abbreviations B.C. and A.D. with “B.C.E.”
(Before Common Era) and “C.E.” (Common Era) (British Church Newspaper, 21st March 2003), whilst at
Christmas, 2002, it was reported that Red Cross staff had been told to remove from their shops anything that
related to the Christian aspect of Christmas (Daily Mail, 21st December 2002).

12. The late Malcolm Muggeridge thirty years ago identified }xgc’) the dangers, which have now become
commonplace. Commenting upon a television programme, whére contraceptives were being handed out to
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pupils in a secondary school, he observed: “There was no suggestion in anything (the teacher) said that the
sexual experiences the contraceptive was designed to facilitate had any connection with marriage, procreation
or love. They were just for excitement or pleasure, and the contraceptive would enable this to be experienced
without any anxieties about untoward consequences like a pregnancy or other entanglements. It is difficult to
imagine a more wicked proposition that could be put to an adolescent mind. . . . ” Pornography: The Longford
Report, page 229, published by Coronet Books, 1972.

13. Matthew 7:1. Another misconstrued portion of Scripture is the account of the Lord Jesus and the woman
accused of adultery, with the words “go, and sin no more” invariably omitted, together with any explanation of
the context (Matthew 8:1-11).

14. Surely one of the best known sections of any statute in history. Its most contentious aspect is the prohibition
against promoting homosexuality as a pretended family relationship. (See Local Government Act 1988.)

15. A news report in The Times (26th April 2000) suggested that such an offence could prohibit posters such as
those used in the pro-Section 28 campaign by Brian Souter.

16. British Church Newspaper, 17th January 2003.
17. 2 Timothy 2:3.

18. Indeed, Oliver Letwin MP is reported to have asked at a public meeting: “I wonder if, in ten years time, it
will still be legal to proclaim Jesus Christ as the only way to heaven. . . . 7”7 Others have raised similar concerns.
(British Church Newspaper, 18th April 2003.)
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Book Reviews

Romans 14:1-17 - Liberty and Conscience. D. M. Lloyd-Jones. The Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. 271, hardback. £16.50. ISBN 0 85151 849 4.

This fourteenth volume in the series is also the last. Lloyd-Jones thought it fitting that this be the
case since he did not feel ready yet to preach on “joy in the Holy Ghost”, the last clause in his final
text. Neither author nor series need commendation for those who know anything about either
already. This reviewer was particularly blessed by the eighth sermon on verse 9, concerning the
attitude of those in Christ to death. With characteristic power and plainness, Lloyd-Jones shows how
sin had to be dealt with in Christ’s death, who for a time was under death being born under the law.
But in his death, and in his rising again, death has been defeated. He speaks also of the comfort
believers should have when facing death, for we are delivered from the fear of it through Jesus
Christ. Such fear for believers is a temptation of the devil, but from which all would be delivered
by a right understanding of Christ’s death. “Work it out! Work out the meaning of our Lord’s death
and resurrection; see what it has done, what it has accomplished.” E.G.M.

Truth for Life (A devotional commentary on the Epistle of James). John Blanchard. Evangelical
Press. pp. 404, paperback. £9.95. ISBN 0 85234 225 X.

John Blanchard has established himself as a well-known and best-selling Christian author — “nearly
fifteen million copies of his publications are in print in some forty languages” (back-cover blurb).
Truth for Life is one of his earlier books, first published, from a previous edition, by Evangelical
Press in 1986, with a Forward by Sir Fred Catherwood. Do not be misled by the word “devotional”,
this is not a lightweight commentary; every word is carefully explained and pointedly applied to the
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reader from the text of the New International Version. The style is always readable, though the
alliteration of headings, sub-headings and even sub-sub headings may cause irritation but its
usefulness outweighs this annoyance! Blanchard often expresses profound truth or a vital
application by a striking comment or an apt quotation; for example, “Is there not a danger of reading
into the Bible instead of reading the Bible? Anything that hinders direct access of the untouched
Word of God to our open hearts is both disobedient and dangerous. In A. W. Tozer’s memorable
phrase ‘We must never edit God’ ”. Buy this book and patiently read its forty-one chapters and you
will be spiritually enriched, especially if you are “a doer of the word” (James 1:22), taking God’s
Truth into your daily life. S.KE.

System of Bible Doctrine. John Thombury. Evangelical Press. pp. 208, paperback. £8.95.
ISBN 0 85234 526 7.

John Thornbury, an American Calvinistic Baptist pastor and author of several books, aims “to give
in a short, concise and simple way, the main doctrines of the Christian faith”. Why read a book
explaining doctrine? Because of false teaching and because some are “so desperate to be relevant
that they are captive to the latest cultural gimmicks. As a result we are seeing a terrible bankruptcy
in the church”. The author, using the New King James, fulfils his aim, and in eight chapters
deals with God and creation, the Bible, man, the gospel, grace, the Christian life, the church and
the future.

On God and creation, Thornbury argues for the six days of creation as twenty-four hour periods
after briefly looking at alternative explanations. Explaining God’s grace he teaches that salvation is
not by law-keeping but through Christ alone; nevertheless, “the believer is still under the moral law
as a rule of life”. Dealing with church leadership, Thornbury maintains that apostles and prophets
were temporary until the completion of the Bible; now local churches are led by elders and deacons.
What about Christ’s return? “The view on the millennium advocated in this book is known as
premillennialism, meaning that Jesus will come before the millennium or the thousand-year reign”.
This is a useful book and should be widely read. S.KE.

The Bible Explorer: God’s Truth from Genesis to Revelation. Carine MacKenzie.
Christian Focus. pp. 168, hardback. £11.99. ISBN 1 85792 533 5.

Any child who absorbs the contents of this book will have:
* An excellent overview of the Bible — a knowledge of the main themes of each book;

* Some acquaintance with Bible background; e.g., division into Old and New Testaments, original
languages, Bible history, the Temple, animals, buildings, musical instruments in the Bible;

* A knowledge of the way of salvation.

The numerous illustrations by Jeff Anderson are a delight, many in a Dorling Kindersley style.
There are also photographs of biblical sites, plants, animals and other items of interest. Maps are
clear and uncluttered with just the right amount of detail for children.

The book’s outstanding feature, however, is its format. Each page is laid out like a computer
screen with icons labelled prayer, salvation, prophecy, animals and emotion, making it possible to
“log-on™ to further information on other pages. Each page has a Bible story simply told, a “think
spot” which applies the story, a memory verse and a fact file which explains points in the story; e.g.,
what an altar is.

I did wonder if there is a computer version for children. Obviously it would lend itself well to this
and reach a wider juvenile audience which it certainly deserves to do.

There is an introduction telling the reader how to use the book, a detailed contents page and a
general index (this is too sketchy and needs more entries — a common fault in children’s books), a
character index and a memory verse index.
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The Bible version used is the NIV. Suitable for children of Junior and Middle School age, it will
be most suitable for the kind of child who likes to find things out for him or herself but the stories
may also be read to quite young children. Highly recommended. N.M.

Winning the Day. Gwynn Williams. Bryntirion Press. pp.78, paperback. £4.50. ISBN 1 85049
187 9.

It seems as if the church is just plodding along a derelict sideline and the ungodly world is in control
of everything. Nothing dramatic is happening and it never will as young people are not interested in
dreary church life while some dream of revival and others follow charismatic methods. Thankfully
this is not the attitude of Gwynn Williams because it is not the attitude of the Bible. Our world is
much like it was in the terrible days when the early church advanced dramatically.

The Rev. G. Williams, of the Welsh Evangelical Church, Cardiff, in these four conference
addresses, powerfully persuades us that Christians win the day. In the biblical Gospel are the best
arguments to explain these confusing times and challenge our world. We can and should out-preach
the world with a love the world does not know. This is done through the self-sacrificial lives of
“reasonable service” and by suffering persecution. This was the way of the early church and this is
the way ahead. The NIV is generally used, though sometimes the Authorised Version is included.

The persuasive flowing style of the preaching makes the book worth reading aloud so we can
grasp the enthusiasm and challenge. Mr. Williams expresses the powerful biblical insights of deep
thinkers like Francis Schaeffer and Jonathan Edwards in language that a child could understand. As
the late Alan Tovey wrote in the forward, “You must read this book”. PJR.

Common Grace and the Call of the Gospel. G. M. Ella. Go Publications. pp. 100,
paperback. £5.59 + £1.50 p&p. ISBN 0 95270 748 9.

In this book Dr. Ella examines the free offer of the Gospel, and whether the grace of God is
“common” to all men or only “saving” toward His elect.

When considering modern Calvinistic authors and writers, Dr. Ella says that there has been an
abandonment of the Calvinistic position that God loves and saves only His elect. He traces the rise
in the belief in common grace and the free offer of the Gospel to an incorrect understanding of the
nature of the fall of man and his total depravity.

On occasions the language is “over the top”; e.g., on page 33 Dr. Ella accuses the Banner of Truth
Trust as having laid “the cuckoo’s egg of doctrinal downgrading in the reformed nest”. He goes on
to say that egg is “hatched in the warmth of hell”. Dr. Ella also comments on the affluent life style
of a well-known evangelical leader. This adds nothing to the case he is trying to establish.

On page 30 both John Rylands (Snr. and Jnr.) are stated as having ministered at Nottingham
whereas they actually ministered at Northampton.

The subject considered deserves more than a little booklet. Dr. Ella might have produced a fuller
work with all quotations cited with their sources rather than the sources being given for some of the
quotations. He himself recommends this when commenting upon Richard Alderson’s No Holiness,
No Heaven.

Notwithstanding the above criticisms, this book is worth reading as it does highlight the
deviations from true Calvinism that are being presented in Reformed circles today. JEN.

The Lord our Shepherd. J. Douglas MacMillan. Bryntirion Press. pp. 125, paperback. £4.95.
ISBN 1 85049 198 4.

This second edition is an enlarged one of the first in 1983, having a personal testimony by the late
author, a former minister of the Free Church of Scotland and professor at the Free Church College,
Edinburgh. His testimony gives a good picture of the man to carry in the mind and gives force to
the words of the Foreword to the first edition how, “Christian doctrine must be translated into
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Christian experience, else it is arid and barren”. Douglas MacMillan was a shepherd of sheep for
twelve years before becoming a pastor of people, and his experience is shown in the many vivid
illustrations comparing the individual nature and behaviour of sheep to individual Christians in his
exposition of Psalm 23.

The book is the substance of four addresses on Psalm 23 given at the Evangelical Movement of
Wales in 1979. The author gives great importance to understanding the context of the psalm, and the
first two chapters do this in some detail, linking it to the themes contained in Psalms 22 and 24. The
second half of the book preaches pointedly all the well-known expressions of Psalm 23, using,
thankfully, the A.V. The author said himself that he had been preaching for eighteen years before
going anywhere near Psalm 23 in a pulpit, so don’t let your familiarity with the psalm or with other
books written on it deter you from buying this book. Its Christian experience, its learning and
illustrations — some warming, some amusing, but all graphic — make it thoroughly worthwhile for
oneself or as a gift. GFHH

A Glorious High Throne. Edgar Andrews. Evangelical Press. pp. 540, paperback. £12.95.
ISBN 0 85234 547 X.

Another excellent volume in the Welwyn Commentary Series, dealing with Hebrews, a difficult
book in a simple and spiritual manner. The commentary is divided into five parts; Christ is all (1:1
to 3:6); Unbelief and the throne of grace (3:7 to 6:20); The new covenant in Christ (7:1 to 10:39);
Faith and its fruits (11:1 to 12:29) and the law fulfilled by love (13:1-25). Each of the 58 chapters,
with references from the NKIJ, are at a very readable length, with pithy subjects for preaching and
further study. The first section dealing with Christ has 9 headings including Christ the Saviour and
Christ the faithful Son, whereas the second part suggest matters which relate to the Christian’s daily
life — the need to progress and the danger of apostasy. Under the new covenant (part 3) the glorious
doctrines of priesthood, redemption, sacrifice and holiness are explained with methodical ease.
Faith and its fruits speak of waiting for a city and enduring chastening, while looking forward to
receiving a kingdom. The last section emphasises sanctification by Christ and being loved by the
Shepherd. The whole book brings the reader nearer the Lord encouraging closer union with the
Saviour amidst the difficulties of the earthly “race”. Preachers, students and committed Christians
will all benefit from reading this well presented exposition, where the Old Testament points to a
more excellent covenant with better promises and an eternal homeland. PK.

Letters on Revival. Ebenczer Porter. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp 136, paperback. £4.50.
ISBN 0 85151 855 9.

These letters are an eyewitness account of the revival that swept through New England between
1798 and 1808. The seven letters deal with different aspects of the revival in an unusual combination
of testimony and practical difficulties. The emphasis on preaching is paramount with the warning
that “fanatical excitement” brings disorder in the Church. Letter two deals with the means of
conversion and the various meetings held during this period. Doctrine was high on the agenda with
Bible study seen as essential for growth in the Christian life. Hindrances to revival included neglect
of discipline, controversy and clashing of rival sects. The personal testimony of some converts
shows how seriously they took their faith with only a few apostates among the hundreds brought to
faith, “God is so glorious that I wish others might praise him forever, even if I should perish,” said
one believer. The fifth letter brings out the humility of the ministers and the faithful walk of the
Christians, particularly Sabbath observance and harmony among themselves. God’s sovereignty is
clearly seen and accepted alongside the obligation of a local ministry and the last chapter reviews
the subject of divine influence in the conversion of sinners. This is a book for today as much as
when it was written to teach churches to remain Bible based and not launch out in to “new ideas”
to convert unbelievers. _ PK.
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Come and Welcome to Jesus Christ. John Bunyan. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 230,
paperback. £4.50. ISBN 0 85151 853 2.

The writings of John Bunyan always show his deep theological understanding and this exposition
of John 6:37 is no exception. The beautiful welcome in the verse is clearly, and in places at great
depth, expounded to the readers who may have doubts about the invitation to them personally. The
book is divided into chapters in this edition, with some of the old language made easier to read. The
eight chapters cover the context of the verse; the nature of the gift and the Giver, followed by an
in-depth explanation of what it is to come to Christ. This is enhanced further by the fact that Christ
receives sinners and will not “cast them out”. The drawing of the Father, that essential part of
salvation assures the fearful sinner of the welcome that awaits those who come in faith. The last |
chapter applies the doctrine, warns those who do not come about-their destiny and encourages those
who do, with the promise that they come to a “full Christ” and many other blessings which follow
on from obedience This is a book for the Christian to read and enjoy, and for the unbeliever to
consider seriously. PK.

The God of all Comfort. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 288, paperback. £8.95. ISBN
085234 549 6.

The book has two main aims, to serve as a Bible study guide to chapters 40-66 of the book of Isaiah
and to offer a pastoral and devotional comment on selected verses to bring comfort to those finding
life perplexing. It is divided into 27 short chapters, each with further suggestions for study or action,
using the NKIJ version. 1 W2

The author has a refreshingly direct style, showing the past and present application of the texts,
and what is still to be fulfilled. Quotations from other authors are precise and relevant. Whether you
find yourself troubled or despondent just now or not, this latest book from this USA pastor should
prove very purposeful. With a pastor’s concern for the spiritual health of his readers, he expounds
the Scriptures to encourage facing present problems head-on, seeing what God has to say about
them and getting on with the answer. An extremely helpful book. RS.
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