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Christian experience, else it is arid and barren”. Douglas MacMillan was a shepherd of sheep for
twelve years before becoming a pastor of people, and his experience is shown in the many vivid
illustrations comparing the individual nature and behaviour of sheep to individual Christians in his
exposition of Psalm 23.

The book is the substance of four addresses on Psalm 23 given at the Evangelical Movement of
Wales in 1979. The author gives great importance to understanding the context of the psalm, and the
first two chapters do this in some detail, linking it to the themes contained in Psalms 22 and 24. The
second half of the book preaches pointedly all the well-known expressions of Psalm 23, using,
thankfully, the A.V. The author said himself that he had been preaching for eighteen years before
going anywhere near Psalm 23 in a pulpit, so don’t let your familiarity with the psalm or with other
books written on it deter you from buying this book. Its Christian experience, its learning and
illustrations — some warming, some amusing, but all graphic — make it thoroughly worthwhile for
oneself or as a gift. GFHH

A Glorious High Throne. Edgar Andrews. Evangelical Press. pp. 540, paperback. £12.95.
ISBN 0 85234 547 X.

Another excellent volume in the Welwyn Commentary Series, dealing with Hebrews, a difficult
book in a simple and spiritual manner. The commentary is divided into five parts; Christ is all (1:1
to 3:6); Unbelief and the throne of grace (3:7 to 6:20); The new covenant in Christ (7:1 to 10:39);
Faith and its fruits (11:1 to 12:29) and the law fulfilled by love (13:1-25). Each of the 58 chapters,
with references from the NKIJ, are at a very readable length, with pithy subjects for preaching and
further study. The first section dealing with Christ has 9 headings including Christ the Saviour and
Christ the faithful Son, whereas the second part suggest matters which relate to the Christian’s daily
life — the need to progress and the danger of apostasy. Under the new covenant (part 3) the glorious
doctrines of priesthood, redemption, sacrifice and holiness are explained with methodical ease.
Faith and its fruits speak of waiting for a city and enduring chastening, while looking forward to
receiving a kingdom. The last section emphasises sanctification by Christ and being loved by the
Shepherd. The whole book brings the reader nearer the Lord encouraging closer union with the
Saviour amidst the difficulties of the earthly “race”. Preachers, students and committed Christians
will all benefit from reading this well presented exposition, where the Old Testament points to a
more excellent covenant with better promises and an eternal homeland. PK.

Letters on Revival. Ebenczer Porter. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp 136, paperback. £4.50.
ISBN 0 85151 855 9.

These letters are an eyewitness account of the revival that swept through New England between
1798 and 1808. The seven letters deal with different aspects of the revival in an unusual combination
of testimony and practical difficulties. The emphasis on preaching is paramount with the warning
that “fanatical excitement” brings disorder in the Church. Letter two deals with the means of
conversion and the various meetings held during this period. Doctrine was high on the agenda with
Bible study seen as essential for growth in the Christian life. Hindrances to revival included neglect
of discipline, controversy and clashing of rival sects. The personal testimony of some converts
shows how seriously they took their faith with only a few apostates among the hundreds brought to
faith, “God is so glorious that I wish others might praise him forever, even if I should perish,” said
one believer. The fifth letter brings out the humility of the ministers and the faithful walk of the
Christians, particularly Sabbath observance and harmony among themselves. God’s sovereignty is
clearly seen and accepted alongside the obligation of a local ministry and the last chapter reviews
the subject of divine influence in the conversion of sinners. This is a book for today as much as
when it was written to teach churches to remain Bible based and not launch out in to “new ideas”
to convert unbelievers. _ PK.
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Come and Welcome to Jesus Christ. John Bunyan. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 230,
paperback. £4.50. ISBN 0 85151 853 2.

The writings of John Bunyan always show his deep theological understanding and this exposition
of John 6:37 is no exception. The beautiful welcome in the verse is clearly, and in places at great
depth, expounded to the readers who may have doubts about the invitation to them personally. The
book is divided into chapters in this edition, with some of the old language made easier to read. The
eight chapters cover the context of the verse; the nature of the gift and the Giver, followed by an
in-depth explanation of what it is to come to Christ. This is enhanced further by the fact that Christ
receives sinners and will not “cast them out”. The drawing of the Father, that essential part of
salvation assures the fearful sinner of the welcome that awaits those who come in faith. The last |
chapter applies the doctrine, warns those who do not come about-their destiny and encourages those
who do, with the promise that they come to a “full Christ” and many other blessings which follow
on from obedience This is a book for the Christian to read and enjoy, and for the unbeliever to
consider seriously. PK.

The God of all Comfort. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 288, paperback. £8.95. ISBN
085234 549 6.

The book has two main aims, to serve as a Bible study guide to chapters 40-66 of the book of Isaiah
and to offer a pastoral and devotional comment on selected verses to bring comfort to those finding
life perplexing. It is divided into 27 short chapters, each with further suggestions for study or action,
using the NKIJ version. 1 W2

The author has a refreshingly direct style, showing the past and present application of the texts,
and what is still to be fulfilled. Quotations from other authors are precise and relevant. Whether you
find yourself troubled or despondent just now or not, this latest book from this USA pastor should
prove very purposeful. With a pastor’s concern for the spiritual health of his readers, he expounds
the Scriptures to encourage facing present problems head-on, seeing what God has to say about
them and getting on with the answer. An extremely helpful book. RS.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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